data journalism case studies

data journalism case studies showcase the transformative power of data in uncovering stories,
holding power accountable, and engaging audiences in unprecedented ways. As the volume of
available information explodes, journalists are increasingly turning to data analysis, visualization,
and storytelling to make complex issues accessible and impactful. This article delves deep into the
world of data journalism case studies, exploring their evolution, methodologies, and the profound
impact they have had across various media landscapes. We'll examine how these studies move
beyond mere reporting to active investigation, using sophisticated tools and techniques to extract
compelling narratives from raw numbers. By understanding these diverse examples, we can better
appreciate the future trajectory of journalistic practice and the critical role data plays in it.
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Understanding Data Journalism Case Studies

Data journalism case studies represent a rich repository of how journalists have leveraged the power
of data to unearth significant stories, challenge conventional wisdom, and inform the public. These
aren't just examples of reporting with charts; they are detailed explorations of complex
investigations where data was not just a supporting element, but the central pillar of the narrative.
Think of it as detective work, but instead of fingerprints and eyewitness accounts, you're sifting
through spreadsheets and databases to find the truth. These case studies demonstrate a shift from
simply disseminating information to actively investigating it, using quantitative and qualitative data
to build robust, evidence-based narratives.

The essence of a data journalism case study lies in its ability to illustrate a successful application of
data analysis and visualization techniques to a real-world journalistic problem. They highlight the
process, from data acquisition and cleaning to analysis, interpretation, and, crucially, compelling
storytelling. We're talking about uncovering corruption, revealing systemic inequalities, or
explaining intricate scientific phenomena through the lens of data. These examples serve as
blueprints and inspiration for aspiring and practicing journalists alike, showing what's possible when
data skills meet journalistic curiosity.

The Genesis and Growth of Data-Driven Storytelling

The roots of data journalism can be traced back to early forms of statistical reporting, but its modern
incarnation truly began to blossom in the late 20th and early 21st centuries with the advent of more
accessible computing power and the explosion of digital information. Early pioneers recognized that
data held immense potential for revealing patterns and trends invisible to the naked eye. This



section will explore how the field has evolved from simple statistical charts to sophisticated
interactive visualizations and predictive models, driven by technological advancements and a
growing recognition of data's storytelling power.

Initially, data journalism was often confined to academic or specialized research, but as the internet
democratized access to information and the tools for its analysis, it seeped into mainstream
newsrooms. This growth was fueled by a desire to provide deeper context, greater transparency, and
more engaging content to audiences. The increasing complexity of global issues also necessitated a
more rigorous, data-informed approach to reporting.

The Significance of Case Studies in Learning and Practice

Examining data journalism case studies is paramount for several reasons. Firstly, they offer
practical, tangible examples of how complex journalistic challenges were overcome using data. They
provide a roadmap for others looking to adopt similar techniques, demonstrating both the potential
pitfalls and the rewarding outcomes. Secondly, these case studies serve as a vital educational tool,
illustrating the skills and workflows involved, from data wrangling to ethical considerations. They
demystify the process and inspire confidence in journalists who might be new to data-intensive
investigations. Finally, by dissecting successful projects, we can glean best practices that can be
applied to future endeavors, ensuring that data journalism continues to be a powerful force for good
in society.

Think of these case studies as a masterclass in journalistic innovation. They show us not just what
was reported, but how it was reported, offering invaluable insights into the strategic use of data.
They highlight the iterative nature of data journalism, where hypotheses are tested, findings are
refined, and narratives are shaped through a constant dialogue with the data itself.

The Evolution of Data Journalism

The journey of data journalism is a fascinating narrative in itself, mirroring the broader
technological and societal shifts that have reshaped our world. From rudimentary statistical reports
to the highly interactive and visually stunning data narratives of today, the field has undergone a
profound transformation. Understanding this evolution is key to appreciating the sophistication and
impact of contemporary data journalism case studies.

Early Days: Statistical Reporting and Investigative Roots

Long before the term "data journalism" entered the lexicon, journalists were already using numbers
to tell stories. Early investigative reporters, for instance, would meticulously pore over public
records, financial statements, and census data to uncover wrongdoing or societal trends. This was a
labor-intensive process, often relying on manual calculations and rudimentary charts. Think of early
muckrakers using ledgers and official documents to expose corporate greed or political corruption.
While the tools were basic, the spirit of using quantitative information to hold power accountable
was very much alive.

These early efforts laid the groundwork by demonstrating the inherent news value in numbers. They
showed that statistical anomalies or trends could be just as compelling, if not more so, than
anecdotal evidence. The focus was on accuracy, thoroughness, and the persuasive power of
documented facts, principles that remain central to data journalism today.



The Digital Revolution and the Rise of New Tools

The advent of personal computers and the internet marked a pivotal turning point for data
journalism. Suddenly, the ability to process and analyze data became more accessible. Spreadsheets
like Excel became ubiquitous in newsrooms, allowing journalists to manipulate larger datasets than
ever before. This era saw the emergence of more sophisticated data visualization techniques, moving
beyond simple bar charts and pie graphs to more complex infographics that could convey nuanced
information.

Furthermore, the internet provided unprecedented access to publicly available data. Government
agencies, research institutions, and NGOs began publishing vast amounts of information online,
creating a rich, albeit sometimes messy, landscape for journalists to explore. This opened up entirely
new avenues for investigative reporting, allowing for the examination of trends at local, national,
and international levels with a speed and breadth previously unimaginable.

The Era of Big Data and Interactive Storytelling

Today, data journalism is synonymous with "big data" - the massive datasets generated by our
digital lives. This has led to the development of specialized software, programming languages like
Python and R, and sophisticated databases that enable journalists to handle and analyze datasets
that would have been impossible to manage just a few decades ago. The focus has shifted from
simply presenting data to creating interactive experiences that allow audiences to explore the data
themselves.

Interactive maps, searchable databases, and explorable charts have become hallmarks of modern
data journalism. These techniques not only make complex information more digestible but also
empower readers to engage with stories on a deeper level, fostering greater understanding and
trust. This interactivity is a direct result of technological advancements that allow for dynamic data
presentation.

Key Methodologies in Data Journalism Case Studies

The success of any data journalism initiative hinges on a robust understanding and application of
various methodologies. These are the systematic approaches and techniques that allow journalists to
transform raw data into compelling, evidence-based narratives. Without a clear methodological
framework, even the most abundant datasets can remain inert, failing to yield their hidden stories.
Therefore, delving into the methodologies employed in data journalism case studies is crucial for
understanding the craft.

Data Acquisition and Cleaning: The Foundation of Trust

Every great data journalism project begins with acquiring the right data. This can involve scraping
websites, filing Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, accessing public databases, or even
partnering with researchers. However, raw data is rarely pristine; it's often messy, incomplete, or
inconsistent. The process of data cleaning, therefore, is a critical first step. This involves identifying
and correcting errors, handling missing values, standardizing formats, and deduplicating records.

For example, a case study might detail how a team acquired thousands of property records, only to
find inconsistencies in addresses and property descriptions. Their cleaning process would involve



developing scripts or manually correcting these errors to ensure the accuracy of any subsequent
analysis. This meticulous work is the bedrock of trustworthy journalism; if the data is flawed, the
story built upon it will crumble.

Data Analysis and Interpretation: Uncovering the Narrative

Once the data is clean, the analytical phase begins. This is where journalists start to look for
patterns, trends, outliers, and correlations. Statistical methods, from simple descriptive statistics to
more advanced inferential techniques, are employed. The goal is not just to find numbers, but to
understand what those numbers mean in the context of the story being investigated. Journalists
must ask critical questions: What is surprising here? What defies expectations? What are the
relationships between different variables?

A powerful data journalism case study might reveal, through statistical analysis, a clear correlation
between certain zoning laws and disparities in public park access across different neighborhoods.
This analysis goes beyond simply presenting the number of parks; it quantifies and demonstrates a
systemic issue. The interpretation phase is where journalistic expertise shines, connecting these
statistical findings to real-world implications and human experiences.

Data Visualization and Storytelling: Making Data Accessible

Numbers alone can be intimidating and inaccessible to a general audience. This is where data
visualization and storytelling come into play. Visualizations, such as charts, graphs, maps, and
infographics, translate complex data into easily understandable visual formats. The goal is to
highlight the key findings and guide the audience through the narrative. Effective visualization is not
just about aesthetics; it's about clarity, accuracy, and ensuring that the visual representation
faithfully reflects the data.

Interactive visualizations are particularly powerful, allowing users to explore the data, filter it
according to their interests, and discover insights for themselves. A case study might showcase how
an interactive map allowed readers to see the per-capita pollution levels in their own communities,
fostering a personal connection to the issue. The storytelling aspect involves weaving the data and
visualizations into a cohesive narrative that explains the "why" and "so what" of the findings, making
the information engaging and memorable.

Iconic Data Journalism Case Studies and Their Impact

The history of data journalism is punctuated by a series of groundbreaking investigations that not
only captured public attention but also fundamentally shifted the way news is reported and
consumed. These iconic data journalism case studies serve as benchmarks, demonstrating the
immense power of data when wielded with journalistic rigor and creative storytelling. They are more
than just stories; they are testaments to the potential of data to illuminate complex issues, challenge
powerful entities, and foster informed public discourse.



The Panama Papers: Unmasking Global Offshore Finance

Perhaps one of the most impactful data journalism projects of recent times, the Panama Papers
investigation involved an unprecedented leak of 11.5 million confidential documents from the
Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonseca. Millions of journalists worldwide collaborated to analyze
these documents, revealing a hidden world of offshore shell companies, tax havens, and illicit
financial dealings. The sheer volume of data and the global reach of the investigation made it a
monumental undertaking.

The impact was profound: heads of state resigned, international investigations were launched, and
public awareness of offshore finance and its role in enabling corruption and tax evasion skyrocketed.
This case study exemplifies how vast datasets, when meticulously analyzed and collaboratively
reported, can have far-reaching real-world consequences, influencing policy and public perception
on a global scale.

Snow Fall: The Avalanche at Tunnel Creek: A New Era of
Digital Storytelling

While not solely data-driven in the statistical sense, The New York Times' "Snow Fall: The Avalanche
at Tunnel Creek" is a seminal example of how multimedia and interactive elements, deeply informed
by technical data, revolutionized online storytelling. The piece used data about weather patterns,
avalanche mechanics, and topographical information to reconstruct the tragic events of an
avalanche that killed six skiers. It seamlessly integrated text, images, videos, and interactive
graphics to create an immersive reading experience.

Its success, winning a Pulitzer Prize, signaled a paradigm shift in digital journalism, demonstrating
that data - even technical data about natural phenomena - could be a core component of deeply
engaging and emotionally resonant narratives. It showed that data journalism wasn't just about
spreadsheets; it was about using any form of data-informed multimedia to tell a story in the most
compelling way possible.

ProPublica's Machine Bias: Illuminating Algorithmic Injustice

ProPublica’s investigation into the "Machine Bias" of risk-assessment software used in the U.S.
criminal justice system is a powerful example of data journalism tackling the opaque world of
algorithms. The investigative team analyzed a widely used algorithm and found that it was
significantly more likely to falsely flag Black defendants as future criminals, compared to white
defendants. This revealed a systemic bias embedded within the technology itself.

This case study highlighted the critical need for scrutiny of the algorithms that increasingly govern
our lives. It brought attention to the ethical implications of using biased data to train artificial
intelligence and its potential to perpetuate societal inequalities. The investigation spurred
discussions about algorithmic transparency and accountability, demonstrating data journalism's role
in uncovering injustices that are not always visible through traditional reporting methods.

Tools and Technologies for Data Journalism

The practice of data journalism is inextricably linked to the tools and technologies that enable the



acquisition, analysis, visualization, and dissemination of data. As the field has matured, so too have
the sophisticated instruments available to journalists. Understanding these tools is fundamental to
appreciating the mechanics behind successful data journalism case studies.

Spreadsheet Software and Database Management

At the foundational level, tools like Microsoft Excel or Google Sheets remain indispensable for many
data journalism tasks. They are excellent for organizing smaller datasets, performing basic
calculations, and creating simple charts. For more substantial projects, relational databases such as
PostgreSQL or MySQL are essential for managing large and complex datasets. These databases
allow for efficient querying and manipulation of information, crucial for investigative work that
involves sifting through millions of records.

Many data journalism case studies often begin with understanding how to extract and manage data
from these sources. A team might use SQL queries to pull specific information from a government
database, forming the initial backbone of their investigation.

Programming Languages and Data Analysis Libraries

For more advanced analysis and automation, programming languages have become a staple in data
journalism. Python, with its extensive libraries like Pandas for data manipulation and Matplotlib or
Seaborn for visualization, is particularly popular. R is another powerful language favored by
statisticians and data scientists, offering a vast array of statistical packages. These languages allow
journalists to automate repetitive tasks, perform complex statistical modeling, and handle datasets
that would be unmanageable with spreadsheets alone.

Consider a data journalism case study that involves analyzing sentiment from thousands of social
media posts. Using Python and natural language processing libraries would be the most efficient
way to tackle such a task, extracting meaningful insights that would be impossible through manual
review.

Data Visualization Tools and Platforms

Transforming data into understandable visuals is a core competency. Tools like Tableau, Flourish,
and Datawrapper offer user-friendly interfaces for creating interactive charts, maps, and
infographics without extensive coding knowledge. For those with programming skills, libraries
within Python (like Plotly or Bokeh) and JavaScript (like D3.js) offer unparalleled flexibility and
customization for creating bespoke visualizations. These tools are critical for making complex data
accessible and engaging to a broad audience.

The impact of a data journalism case study is often amplified by its visualizations. An interactive map
showing the concentration of gun violence incidents or the spread of a disease allows readers to
connect with the issue on a personal level, making the data’s implications far more potent.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations in Data



Journalism

While the power of data journalism is undeniable, its practice is not without its hurdles and ethical
dilemmas. Navigating these challenges requires a keen sense of responsibility, transparency, and a
deep understanding of potential pitfalls. Data journalism case studies often implicitly or explicitly
address these issues, offering lessons learned for the broader field.

Ensuring Data Accuracy and Integrity

The adage "garbage in, garbage out" is especially pertinent in data journalism. The accuracy of any
story is directly tied to the accuracy of the data it's built upon. Journalists must be diligent in
verifying the source of their data, understanding its limitations, and ensuring that cleaning and
analysis processes are sound. Mistakes in data handling can lead to misinformation, eroding public
trust.

A critical data journalism case study might highlight how a team spent weeks validating a
government dataset, cross-referencing it with other sources, and documenting every step of their
cleaning process. This commitment to accuracy is what lends credibility to their findings, especially
when challenging established narratives or powerful institutions.

Privacy Concerns and Anonymization

Working with large datasets often involves sensitive personal information. Journalists have an ethical
obligation to protect individual privacy. This means carefully considering what data is published,
anonymizing it where necessary, and ensuring that no individual can be identifiable unless their
public role warrants it or consent is obtained. The line between public interest and invasion of
privacy can be a fine one.

For instance, a data journalism case study analyzing healthcare disparities might involve
anonymizing patient records to prevent the identification of individuals. The challenge lies in
presenting meaningful insights without compromising the confidentiality of those whose data is
being examined. This often involves aggregation and careful reporting to avoid inadvertently
revealing personal details.

Algorithmic Bias and Transparency

As algorithms play an increasing role in decision-making across various sectors, data journalists face
the challenge of uncovering and reporting on algorithmic bias. Many of these algorithms are
proprietary and opaque, making it difficult to understand how they function and why they produce
certain outcomes. The risk is that these hidden biases can perpetuate and even amplify existing
societal inequalities, such as racial or gender discrimination.

A significant data journalism case study might focus on exposing how a hiring algorithm unfairly
disadvantages certain demographic groups. The ethical imperative here is not only to reveal the bias
but also to advocate for transparency and accountability in the development and deployment of
these powerful technological tools. Without this scrutiny, systemic injustices can become normalized
and amplified.



The Future of Data Journalism Case Studies

The landscape of data journalism is continuously evolving, shaped by emerging technologies, shifting
societal needs, and the ever-increasing volume of data available. Future data journalism case studies
will undoubtedly reflect these advancements, pushing the boundaries of what’s possible in
newsgathering and storytelling. What we are seeing now is just the beginning of a revolution.

Al and Machine Learning in Investigative Reporting

Artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) are poised to revolutionize data journalism.
These technologies can automate tasks like data cleaning, anomaly detection, and even initial
hypothesis generation, freeing up journalists to focus on deeper investigation and interpretation. Al
can sift through vast quantities of text and data to identify patterns and connections that human
journalists might miss, acting as a powerful investigative partner.

Imagine future data journalism case studies where Al is used to monitor billions of financial
transactions for signs of fraud or to analyze satellite imagery for evidence of environmental law
violations. The potential for uncovering hidden truths and holding powerful entities accountable
through Al-assisted investigations is immense. This will lead to more sophisticated and impactful
data-driven exposés.

Hyperlocal Data and Community Engagement

As data becomes more granular and accessible, data journalism will likely see a surge in hyperlocal
investigations. This means focusing on data specific to local communities, addressing issues that
directly impact residents, such as school performance, local government spending, public safety, and
environmental quality. This approach can foster greater community engagement and empower
citizens with relevant information.

Future case studies might involve local news organizations using publicly available city data to map
patterns of gentrification, analyze traffic accident hotspots, or track the effectiveness of local
policing initiatives. This form of data journalism can revitalize local news ecosystems and strengthen
civic participation by making complex local issues understandable and actionable.

Ethical Frameworks and Transparency Standards

As data journalism becomes more sophisticated, so too will the discussions around its ethical
implications. Future case studies will likely place an even greater emphasis on transparency
regarding data sources, methodologies, and potential biases. Developing robust ethical frameworks
and clear standards for data handling, privacy protection, and algorithmic accountability will be
crucial for maintaining public trust.

We can expect to see more data journalism case studies that not only reveal important findings but
also meticulously document their process, including the limitations of their data and analysis. This
commitment to transparency will be vital for ensuring that data journalism remains a force for good,
fostering informed debate rather than contributing to skepticism or distrust.



Conclusion

Data journalism case studies represent the vanguard of modern investigative reporting,
demonstrating how the strategic use of data can illuminate complex issues, foster transparency, and
empower citizens. From unearthing global financial secrets to scrutinizing the fairness of
algorithms, these projects highlight the indispensable role of data in uncovering truths that might
otherwise remain hidden. The evolution of this field, driven by technological advancements and a
relentless pursuit of accuracy and impact, continues to redefine the boundaries of journalistic
practice.

By examining the methodologies, tools, and ethical considerations inherent in these case studies, we
gain a deeper appreciation for the craft and its potential. As we look towards the future, the
integration of Al, the focus on hyperlocal data, and the growing emphasis on ethical transparency
promise to make data journalism an even more potent force for accountability and public
understanding. The journey of data journalism is far from over; it is an ongoing exploration into how
we can best understand and navigate our increasingly data-driven world.

Q: What are the most common types of data used in data
journalism case studies?

A: Data journalism case studies frequently utilize a diverse range of data, often categorized by
source and type. Publicly available government data (e.g., census data, crime statistics, financial
records), leaked documents (e.g., Panama Papers, Wikileaks), datasets from non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and research institutions, and user-generated data from social media or web
analytics are all common. Specific types include demographic information, economic indicators,
environmental readings, health records, and geospatial data. The key is that the data is relevant to a
significant public interest story.

Q: How does data journalism differ from traditional
investigative journalism?

A: While both aim to uncover truth and hold power accountable, data journalism distinguishes itself
through its primary reliance on quantitative data analysis and visualization as core investigative
tools. Traditional journalism might use data to support a narrative, whereas data journalism often
begins with a dataset and uses journalistic inquiry to find the story within it. It involves specialized
skills in data wrangling, statistical analysis, and interactive visualization, moving beyond interviews
and document review as the sole methods.

Q: What are the ethical challenges that data journalists
frequently face?

A: Data journalists grapple with several ethical challenges, including ensuring data accuracy and
integrity, protecting individual privacy when dealing with sensitive datasets, avoiding algorithmic
bias in their analyses, and being transparent about their methodologies and sources. There's also the
challenge of presenting complex data in an accessible way without oversimplifying or
misrepresenting the findings. Balancing public interest with individual rights is a constant
consideration.



Q: Can you give an example of a data journalism case study
that led to policy change?

A: Yes, ProPublica's "Machine Bias" investigation into the predictive risk assessment tool used in the
criminal justice system is a prime example. By demonstrating the software's racial bias, the
investigation spurred widespread discussion and calls for reform, influencing how such algorithms
are scrutinized and potentially leading to changes in their deployment and oversight, advocating for
greater fairness in the justice system.

Q: What role does data visualization play in data journalism
case studies?

A: Data visualization is absolutely critical. It transforms complex, often overwhelming, datasets into
understandable and engaging visual formats like charts, graphs, maps, and infographics.
Visualizations help to highlight key trends, outliers, and relationships within the data, making the
story accessible to a broader audience. Interactive visualizations allow readers to explore the data
themselves, fostering deeper engagement and understanding of the journalistic findings.

Q: How important is collaboration in large-scale data
journalism projects?

A: Collaboration is often essential, especially for large-scale projects like the Panama Papers or the
Paradise Papers. These investigations involve massive datasets and require hundreds of journalists
from different news organizations across the globe to work together. Collaboration allows for the
pooling of resources, expertise, and language skills, making it possible to tackle complex
international stories that no single newsroom could handle alone.

Q: What is "data wrangling" and why is it important in data
journalism?

A: Data wrangling, also known as data cleaning or data preparation, is the process of transforming
raw data into a format that is suitable for analysis. This involves identifying and correcting errors,
handling missing values, standardizing formats, and structuring the data. It's crucial because the
accuracy and reliability of any journalistic story depend on the quality of the data. Without proper
wrangling, analysis can lead to flawed conclusions and misinformation.

Q: How can data journalism be used to hold corporations
accountable?

A: Data journalism is a powerful tool for corporate accountability by analyzing financial records,
supply chain data, environmental impact reports, and consumer complaints. For instance, a data
investigation might uncover patterns of exploitative labor practices, environmental negligence, or
misleading advertising by scrutinizing publicly available corporate data or leaked internal
documents. This data-driven evidence can expose wrongdoing and prompt regulatory action or
public scrutiny.



Q: What skills are most important for aspiring data journalists
to develop?

A: Aspiring data journalists need a blend of traditional journalistic skills and technical proficiencies.
This includes strong critical thinking, storytelling ability, and investigative curiosity, combined with
skills in data wrangling (cleaning and preparing data), statistical analysis, programming languages

(like Python or R), and data visualization tools. Understanding databases and ethical considerations
in data handling is also vital.

Q: How does data journalism contribute to public
understanding of complex issues?

A: Data journalism demystifies complex issues by presenting information in a clear, evidence-based,
and often interactive manner. Instead of relying solely on abstract explanations, data journalism
uses concrete numbers and visualizations to illustrate concepts like economic inequality, climate
change impacts, or public health trends. This makes these issues more relatable and comprehensible
to the general public, fostering informed decision-making and engagement.

related keywords:

Investigative Data Analysis

This keyword refers to the application of data analysis techniques specifically for the purpose of
uncovering hidden truths, exposing wrongdoing, and investigating complex societal or corporate
issues. It's about using data not just to illustrate a story, but as the primary tool for discovery, often
involving the meticulous examination of large and varied datasets to find patterns and anomalies
that point towards a significant journalistic narrative.

Quantitative Storytelling

Quantitative storytelling emphasizes the use of numerical data and statistical findings as the core
elements of a narrative. It’s about transforming raw data into compelling and understandable stories
that resonate with audiences, moving beyond mere presentation of facts to creating an engaging and
often persuasive account of events or trends. This approach ensures that the narrative is grounded
in solid evidence, enhancing its credibility and impact.

Public Records Investigations

Public records investigations involve the systematic collection and analysis of information that is
legally accessible to the public, such as government databases, court filings, and financial
disclosures. Data journalists often utilize these records to scrutinize governmental transparency,
corporate practices, and the actions of public officials, transforming often dry bureaucratic data into
impactful stories that inform and engage the citizenry.

Algorithmic Accountability Reporting

Algorithmic accountability reporting focuses on examining the impact and fairness of automated
decision-making systems, often referred to as algorithms. This involves investigating how these
systems, used in areas like hiring, loan applications, or criminal justice, may perpetuate bias or lead
to unfair outcomes. It’s a critical aspect of data journalism that holds technology and the institutions
using it responsible for their societal impact.

Interactive Data Visualizations in News
This keyword pertains to the creation of dynamic and explorable visual representations of data for



news consumption. Instead of static charts, interactive visualizations allow readers to engage
directly with the data, filtering, zooming, and exploring different aspects of the information
themselves. This enhances understanding and personalizes the news experience, making complex
datasets more accessible and engaging for a broader audience.

Open Data Journalism

Open data journalism refers to the practice of using and advocating for the use of publicly accessible
datasets in journalistic investigations. It champions transparency by leveraging government and
institutional data that is made available to the public, allowing journalists to scrutinize public
spending, policy impacts, and societal trends. This approach promotes greater accountability and
empowers citizens with information.

Computational Journalism

Computational journalism is a broad term encompassing the use of computational thinking, tools,
and methods in journalistic practice. This includes data mining, scripting, algorithmic analysis, and
automated content generation. It represents a methodological shift where technology and
programming are integral to the newsgathering and storytelling process, enabling journalists to
handle and analyze larger and more complex information.

Data-Driven Exposes

Data-driven exposes are groundbreaking journalistic investigations that rely heavily on the analysis
of large datasets to reveal significant misconduct, corruption, or systemic issues. These stories
typically involve meticulous data collection, sophisticated analysis, and compelling visualizations to
bring previously hidden information to light, often leading to substantial public or policy
consequences due to their irrefutable factual basis.

Mapping Data Stories

Mapping data stories involves using geospatial data and mapping technologies to create visually
compelling narratives about the distribution and relationship of phenomena across geographical
areas. This technique allows journalists to illustrate patterns of crime, disease outbreaks,
demographic shifts, or environmental changes in an intuitive and engaging way, providing context
and depth to complex spatial information.
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