data driven instruction strategies

Unlocking Student Potential: A Comprehensive Guide to Data-Driven Instruction
Strategies

data driven instruction strategies are revolutionizing classrooms, shifting
the focus from one-size-fits-all teaching to highly personalized and
effective learning experiences. By systematically collecting and analyzing
student performance data, educators can gain profound insights into
individual needs, strengths, and areas requiring more attention. This article
will delve deep into the core principles and practical applications of data-
driven instruction, exploring how to effectively gather, interpret, and act
upon various forms of student information. We’ll navigate through the
essential components of a robust data-driven approach, from initial
assessment design to the implementation of targeted interventions and the
continuous refinement of teaching practices. Understanding these strategies
empowers educators to foster academic growth, boost student engagement, and
ultimately, ensure that every learner reaches their full potential.
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Understanding the Foundation of Data-Driven
Instruction

At its heart, data-driven instruction is about making informed pedagogical
choices. It's not merely about collecting numbers; it's about transforming
those numbers into actionable insights that directly benefit student
learning. Think of it like a skilled doctor diagnosing an illness. They don't
just guess; they gather vital signs, run tests, and interpret the results to
prescribe the most effective treatment. Similarly, educators using data-
driven strategies collect evidence of student understanding to tailor their
teaching. This approach moves away from assumptions and towards evidence-
based practices, ensuring that every instructional decision is grounded in
what the data reveals about student progress.

The fundamental principle is that understanding where students are is crucial
to guiding them where they need to be. Without this clear picture, teaching



can become a guessing game, leading to potential gaps in learning and missed
opportunities for growth. Data-driven instruction provides the roadmap,
allowing educators to pinpoint specific learning objectives that have been
mastered, those that require reinforcement, and even those that haven't been
introduced yet. This precision in understanding student needs is what makes
the approach so powerful in fostering academic achievement and closing
learning disparities.

Key Data Sources for Informed Decision-Making

To effectively implement data-driven instruction, educators need to be aware
of the diverse range of data sources available. These sources provide a
holistic view of a student's academic journey, encompassing both summative
and formative assessments, as well as observational data. Each type of data
offers a unique perspective, and when synthesized, they paint a comprehensive
picture of student learning.

Formative Assessments

Formative assessments are arguably the most crucial component of data-driven
instruction because they occur during the learning process. These are low-
stakes assessments designed to provide immediate feedback to both students
and teachers about ongoing learning. Examples include exit tickets, quick
quizzes, think-pair-share activities, and observation checklists. The primary
purpose of formative assessments is to inform instruction in real-time,
allowing teachers to adjust their teaching strategies on the spot based on
student understanding. If a significant portion of the class struggles with a
concept during a formative check, the teacher can immediately reteach, offer
additional examples, or provide targeted support before moving on.

Summative Assessments

Summative assessments, on the other hand, are typically administered at the
end of a unit or learning period to evaluate overall learning and mastery.
These can include chapter tests, final exams, projects, and standardized
tests. While they provide a snapshot of achievement, their true value in a
data-driven approach lies in identifying broader trends and areas of strength
or weakness across a group of students or for individual learners over time.
Analyzing summative data helps in evaluating the effectiveness of entire
instructional units and curriculum design, informing future planning.

Student Work Samples

Beyond formal assessments, student work samples offer invaluable qualitative
data. This includes essays, problem sets, lab reports, presentations, and



even informal journal entries. By meticulously reviewing these artifacts,
educators can discern not only whether a student arrived at the correct
answer but also the process they used to get there. This can reveal
misconceptions, gaps in foundational knowledge, or creative problem-solving
approaches that might not be evident in multiple-choice tests. Analyzing
trends in student work across a class can highlight common misunderstandings
or areas where instruction may need to be more explicit or varied.

Classroom Observations

Direct observation of students during instruction and independent work
provides rich, qualitative data. Teachers can observe student engagement,
participation in discussions, collaboration with peers, and their approaches
to tasks. Anecdotal notes taken during these observations can capture subtle
but important information about a student's confidence, persistence, and
learning style. For instance, observing a student consistently struggling to
initiate a task or hesitating to ask questions can be as informative as a low
score on a test, suggesting a need for different types of support beyond
academic content.

Implementing Effective Data Collection Methods

Collecting data effectively is the bedrock of any successful data-driven
instruction model. It’s not enough to just have assessments; the way data is
gathered, organized, and documented significantly impacts its usefulness. The
goal is to create a system that is both comprehensive and manageable,
ensuring that valuable information isn't lost in the shuffle.

Creating Clear Assessment Criteria

Before any data is collected, it's vital to establish clear criteria for what
constitutes success on an assessment or task. This means defining learning
objectives explicitly and creating rubrics or checklists that align with
these objectives. When students and teachers understand exactly what is being
assessed and what the expectations are, the collected data becomes more
precise and interpretable. For example, an essay assessment should have
criteria for thesis statement, supporting evidence, organization, and
mechanics, all of which should be clearly communicated to students
beforehand.

Utilizing a Variety of Assessment Tools

Relying on a single type of assessment can provide a limited view of student
learning. Therefore, employing a variety of assessment tools is crucial. This
includes both formal tests and informal checks for understanding. A well-



rounded approach might combine multiple-choice questions to gauge factual
recall, short answer questions to assess comprehension, performance tasks to
evaluate application of knowledge, and project-based assessments to measure
critical thinking and creativity. This variety ensures that different
learning styles and intelligences are captured.

Establishing a Consistent Recording System

Once data is collected, it needs to be recorded in a consistent and
accessible manner. This could involve using spreadsheets, learning management
systems (LMS), digital gradebooks, or even well-organized physical binders.
The key is to choose a system that allows for easy input, retrieval, and
analysis of data over time. Consistency in recording is paramount; if data
points are entered differently each time, it becomes difficult to identify
patterns and trends accurately. For example, if a teacher uses a rubric for
essay grading, the scores for each criterion should be entered uniformly.

Regularly Scheduled Data Collection Points

Data collection should not be a sporadic event. Establishing regular points
for data collection throughout a unit and across the academic year ensures a
continuous flow of information. This allows for early identification of
students who are struggling or excelling, enabling timely interventions or
enrichment opportunities. For instance, weekly quick checks for
understanding, bi-weekly quizzes, and end-of-unit assessments create a rhythm
of data collection that supports ongoing instructional adjustments.

Analyzing Student Data for Meaningful Insights

Collecting data is only half the battle; the real power of data-driven
instruction lies in the ability to analyze this information and translate it
into actionable insights. This is where raw numbers transform into a deeper
understanding of student learning, guiding pedagogical decisions with
precision.

Identifying Patterns and Trends

The first step in analysis is to look for overarching patterns and trends
within the data. Are there specific concepts or skills that a majority of
students are struggling with? Are certain students consistently excelling
across different assessments? Identifying these patterns helps to highlight
areas where the curriculum or instruction might need to be adjusted for the
entire class. For example, if data from multiple assessments reveals that
students consistently misunderstand fractions, this signals a need for a more
robust approach to teaching that concept.



Disaggregating Data for Individual Needs

While class-wide trends are important, data-driven instruction places a
strong emphasis on individual student needs. This involves disaggregating the
data to examine the performance of individual students. Teachers should be
able to see precisely where each student is succeeding and where they are
encountering difficulties. This granular analysis allows for the
identification of students who may need extra support, enrichment activities,
or different instructional approaches. For instance, a student might perform
well on multiple-choice questions but struggle with open-ended problem-
solving, indicating a need to develop their critical thinking skills.

Comparing Performance Over Time

Analyzing student data over time is crucial for tracking progress and
measuring the impact of instructional interventions. By comparing performance
on similar assessments or across different units, educators can determine if
students are making expected gains. This longitudinal view is essential for
identifying students who are not growing as anticipated and for evaluating
the long-term effectiveness of teaching strategies. For example, tracking a
student's progress in reading fluency from the beginning of the year to the
middle of the year provides evidence of their growth or lack thereof.

Utilizing Data Visualization Tools

To make complex data more accessible and understandable, educators can
leverage data visualization tools. Graphs, charts, and dashboards can quickly
highlight key insights that might be missed when looking at raw numbers
alone. Visual representations can make it easier to spot outliers, compare
performance across groups, and communicate findings to students, parents, and
colleagues. For instance, a bar graph showing student scores on different
learning objectives can instantly reveal which objectives are well-mastered
and which require further attention.

Developing Targeted Instructional Strategies

Once the data has been analyzed, the next critical step is to translate these
insights into concrete instructional strategies. This is where data-driven

instruction truly comes to life, ensuring that teaching is not only effective
but also highly responsive to the unique learning landscape of the classroom.

Tailoring Lesson Plans

Data analysis should directly inform the design and modification of lesson
plans. If data reveals that students struggled with a particular concept in



the previous lesson, the current lesson plan should be adjusted to provide
more targeted instruction on that area. This might involve reteaching the
concept using a different modality, offering additional practice
opportunities, or scaffolding the learning experience more effectively. For
example, if a pre-assessment shows that students have a weak grasp of
vocabulary related to a science unit, the lesson plan should include explicit
vocabulary instruction before diving into the core content.

Implementing Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction is a cornerstone of data-driven teaching. By
understanding the varying needs of students, educators can differentiate
content, process, and product to meet those needs. This means providing
different pathways for students to access and demonstrate learning. For
students who have mastered a concept, enrichment activities can be provided.
For those who are struggling, reteaching, small group support, or modified
assignments can be implemented. The data serves as the guide for determining
how to differentiate for each student or group.

Providing Immediate and Specific Feedback

Data-driven instruction emphasizes timely and specific feedback. When
teachers can quickly identify student errors or misconceptions through
formative assessments, they can provide immediate feedback that helps
students correct their mistakes before they become ingrained. This feedback
should be constructive and actionable, explaining not just what was wrong but
also why and how to improve. For instance, instead of just marking an answer
as incorrect, a teacher might write, "Your calculation here is off because
you forgot to carry over the ten. Try again, remembering that step."

Creating Intervention and Enrichment Groups

Data analysis often reveals the need for small group instruction. Students
who are struggling with a particular skill can be pulled into intervention
groups for targeted remediation, while students who have mastered the
material can be placed in enrichment groups for more challenging and advanced
learning experiences. The composition of these groups should be fluid and
based on ongoing data collection, allowing students to move in and out as
their learning needs change. For example, if data shows a group of students
struggling with multiplication facts, they might form a small intervention
group for focused practice.

Differentiating Instruction Based on Data

The ability to differentiate instruction is one of the most significant



advantages of a data-driven approach. It allows educators to move beyond a
monolithic teaching style and cater to the diverse learning profiles present
in every classroom. Data provides the necessary intelligence to make these
differentiations both meaningful and effective.

Content Differentiation

This involves adjusting what students learn. Based on data, teachers can
modify the complexity of the content, provide foundational materials for
those who need them, or offer advanced texts and resources for students who
are ready for greater depth. For instance, if a unit on ecosystems is being
taught, students who struggled with basic biological terms might receive pre-
taught vocabulary and simplified reading passages, while advanced learners
might be assigned research on specific endangered species or complex
ecological interactions.

Process Differentiation

Process differentiation focuses on how students learn the content. This might
involve offering various learning activities, grouping strategies, or pacing
options. Some students might benefit from hands-on activities, while others
thrive with independent research. Data can reveal which learning modalities
are most effective for individual students or groups. For example, a student
who consistently struggles to focus during lectures might benefit from a
hands-on model-building activity to understand a scientific concept, as
indicated by their engagement and performance on subsequent tasks.

Product Differentiation

Product differentiation relates to how students demonstrate their learning.
Instead of a single assessment for everyone, students can be allowed to show
their understanding in multiple ways. This could include written reports,
oral presentations, artistic creations, or multimedia projects. Data helps
identify students who may have strengths in different areas, allowing them to
choose a product that best showcases their mastery. For example, a student
who excels at visual communication might be allowed to create an infographic
to demonstrate their understanding of historical events, rather than writing
an essay.

Learning Environment Differentiation

Even the learning environment can be differentiated. Some students may
require a quiet space to work, while others benefit from collaboration. Data
on student behavior, engagement, and learning preferences can inform how the
classroom space is organized and managed. Offering flexible seating options,
quiet zones, or designated collaboration areas can support diverse learning



needs. For instance, a student who shows signs of sensory overload might be
provided with a designated quiet corner or noise-canceling headphones during
independent work time, informed by observations of their focus levels.

Monitoring Progress and Adjusting Interventions

Data-driven instruction is not a static process; it’'s a dynamic cycle of
assessment, intervention, and refinement. Continuous monitoring of student
progress is essential to ensure that instructional strategies are effective
and that interventions are yielding the desired results. This ongoing
evaluation allows for agile adjustments to teaching practices.

The Importance of Continuous Assessment

Regularly collecting data, particularly through formative assessments,
provides a real-time pulse on student learning. This continuous stream of
information allows teachers to identify when students are beginning to
struggle, rather than waiting for a major summative assessment. Early
identification is key to preventing students from falling too far behind.
It’'s like a pilot constantly checking the instruments to ensure the plane is
on course, making minor adjustments before significant deviations occur.

Evaluating the Effectiveness of Interventions

When an intervention is put in place for a struggling student or group, its
effectiveness must be rigorously monitored. This involves collecting data
that specifically measures the impact of the intervention. Are the students
showing improvement in the targeted area? Is the intervention helping them
catch up to their peers? If the data suggests the intervention is not
working, it’s crucial to analyze why and adjust the approach. Perhaps the
intervention itself needs modification, or maybe a different type of support
is required.

Making Data-Informed Adjustments

The beauty of data-driven instruction is its flexibility. When the data
indicates that a particular strategy is not yielding the expected results,
educators are empowered to make informed adjustments. This might mean
tweaking a lesson, changing the grouping of students, or introducing a new
instructional method. The key is to base these adjustments on the evidence
provided by the data, rather than on intuition alone. For example, if a
reading intervention group is not showing significant gains in comprehension
after several weeks, the teacher might adjust the intervention to include
more explicit instruction in inferencing skills.



Communicating Progress to Stakeholders

Effectively monitoring progress also involves communicating this information
to relevant stakeholders, including students, parents, and administrators.
Sharing data on student growth, the impact of interventions, and areas for
continued focus fosters a collaborative environment and ensures that everyone
is aligned in supporting student success. For instance, sharing a graph of a
student's progress on a specific math skill with their parents can open up
valuable conversations about how to best support learning at home.

The Role of Technology in Data-Driven
Instruction

Technology has become an indispensable ally in the implementation of data-
driven instruction strategies. Digital tools offer efficiencies and
capabilities that can significantly enhance the collection, analysis, and
utilization of student data, making the process more streamlined and
impactful.

Learning Management Systems (LMS)

LMS platforms, such as Google Classroom, Canvas, or Schoology, are central
hubs for managing educational content and student data. They allow teachers
to easily distribute assignments, collect digital work, administer online
quizzes, and track student progress in a centralized location. Many LMS
platforms also offer built-in analytics dashboards that can provide quick
overviews of class performance, assignment completion rates, and individual
student engagement metrics, simplifying the initial stages of data review.

Online Assessment Tools

Numerous online tools are specifically designed for creating and
administering assessments. Platforms like Kahoot!, Quizizz, or formative
assessment tools integrated within LMSs allow for the creation of interactive
quizzes, surveys, and exit tickets. These tools often provide immediate
feedback to students and generate detailed reports for teachers, highlighting
areas of strength and weakness for individuals and the class as a whole. This
automation significantly reduces the time spent on grading and data
tabulation.

Data Analysis Software and Dashboards

Beyond basic LMS analytics, specialized software and data visualization tools
can help educators delve deeper into their data. These tools can aggregate



data from various sources, identify complex patterns, and present findings in
clear, digestible formats like charts and graphs. Some advanced systems can
even predict potential learning challenges based on current performance
trends, allowing for proactive interventions. This sophisticated analysis can
transform raw data into strategic insights.

Personalized Learning Platforms

Many adaptive learning platforms leverage algorithms that continuously assess
student performance and tailor the learning path accordingly. These platforms
provide individualized content, practice problems, and feedback based on each
student's unique needs. The data generated by these platforms offers granular
insights into student mastery, helping teachers to understand specific skill

gaps and areas where students are excelling, often in real-time.

Communication and Collaboration Tools

Technology also facilitates communication about student data. Digital
portfolios allow students to showcase their work and track their own
progress, while online parent portals and communication apps enable teachers
to share data-driven insights with families, fostering a collaborative
approach to student support and development.

Building a Collaborative Data-Driven Culture

Implementing data-driven instruction effectively extends beyond individual
teachers; it thrives within a supportive and collaborative school culture.
When educators, administrators, and even students and parents work together
with a shared understanding and commitment to using data for improvement, the
impact is amplified significantly.

Shared Vision and Goals

A strong data-driven culture begins with a clear, shared vision for how data
will be used to improve teaching and learning. This vision should be
articulated and embraced by all stakeholders. It’s about everyone
understanding that the primary purpose of collecting data is not for
evaluation of teachers, but for the enhancement of student outcomes. When
everyone is working towards the same goal, collaboration becomes more natural
and productive.



Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)

Establishing Professional Learning Communities where teachers regularly meet
to analyze student data together is a powerful strategy. In PLCs, educators
can share best practices, discuss challenges, and collaboratively develop
instructional strategies based on common data trends. This peer-to-peer
learning fosters a sense of shared responsibility and provides diverse
perspectives on interpreting data and designing interventions.

Data Literacy Training

Not all educators may have the same level of comfort or expertise in data

analysis. Providing ongoing professional development and training in data

literacy is crucial. This training should cover how to collect valid data,
interpret different types of data, use visualization tools, and translate

data insights into actionable instructional plans. Equipping teachers with
these skills empowers them to confidently engage with data.

Involving Students in Their Data

Empowering students to understand and use their own data can be
transformative. When students are involved in setting goals based on their
performance, tracking their progress, and reflecting on their learning, they
become more active participants in their education. This can foster a sense
of ownership and motivation, as they see a direct connection between their
efforts and their academic growth.

Communicating Successes and Challenges

Openly communicating both successes and challenges related to data-driven
instruction is vital for continuous improvement. Celebrating achievements
builds momentum and reinforces the value of the approach. Equally important,
openly discussing challenges allows for problem-solving and adaptation. This
transparency ensures that the data-driven journey is one of collective growth
and learning for the entire school community.

Q: How often should data be collected for data-
driven instruction?

A: The frequency of data collection depends on the specific context, grade
level, and subject matter, but a consistent rhythm is key. Generally,
formative data should be collected frequently, often daily or weekly, to
inform immediate instructional adjustments. Summative data, which measures
mastery over a larger scope, is typically collected at the end of units or



grading periods. The goal is to have enough data points to identify trends
without overwhelming teachers or students.

Q: What are the biggest challenges in implementing
data-driven instruction?

A: Common challenges include time constraints for data analysis and planning,
a lack of necessary training or resources, resistance to change from
educators accustomed to traditional methods, and the difficulty in
effectively translating data into meaningful instructional changes. Ensuring
that data collection and analysis are manageable and directly support
teaching practice is crucial for overcoming these hurdles.

Q: How can data-driven instruction benefit students
with learning disabilities?

A: Data-driven instruction is particularly beneficial for students with
learning disabilities because it allows for highly individualized support. By
analyzing specific data related to their learning challenges, educators can
design targeted interventions, provide appropriate accommodations, and
monitor their progress closely to ensure they are receiving the most
effective support tailored to their unique needs.

Q: Can data-driven instruction be used effectively
in subjects other than math and reading?

A: Absolutely. Data-driven instruction is a versatile approach that can be
applied to all subject areas, including science, social studies, the arts,
and physical education. The principles of collecting evidence of learning,
analyzing it, and using those insights to inform teaching are universally
applicable. The types of data collected will vary by subject, but the
underlying methodology remains the same.

Q: How can teachers ensure that their data analysis
is not biased?

A: To mitigate bias in data analysis, educators should use multiple sources
of data, triangulate findings, and focus on objective measures. They should
also be aware of their own potential biases and actively seek diverse
perspectives, perhaps through collaboration with colleagues. Establishing
clear criteria and rubrics for assessment can also help ensure consistency
and reduce subjective interpretation.



Q: What is the role of student self-assessment in
data-driven instruction?

A: Student self-assessment is a powerful component of data-driven
instruction. When students are taught to reflect on their own learning, set
goals, and evaluate their progress, they become more engaged and take greater
ownership of their education. This self-awareness complements teacher-
collected data and helps foster metacognitive skills.

Q: How does data-driven instruction differ from
traditional assessment practices?

A: Traditional assessment practices often focus on summative evaluation at
the end of a learning period, serving primarily as a judgment of learning.
Data-driven instruction, however, emphasizes the use of both formative and
summative data throughout the learning process to inform instructional

decisions, personalize learning, and guide ongoing interventions. It is a
continuous cycle of assessment for learning, rather than just of learning.

Q: What are some examples of qualitative data that
can inform instruction?

A: Qualitative data includes observations of student behavior and engagement,
anecdotal notes from classroom interactions, student work samples (essays,
projects, drawings), student interviews, and responses to open-ended
gquestions. This type of data provides rich context and understanding about
the "why" behind student performance, complementing quantitative data.

Q: How can technology help teachers manage the sheer
volume of data generated?

A: Technology offers powerful solutions for data management, such as learning
management systems (LMS) that centralize student work and grades, online
assessment tools that automate scoring and reporting, and data visualization
software that presents complex information in an easily digestible format.
These tools streamline the process of collecting, organizing, and analyzing
data, freeing up teacher time for instructional planning.

Q: What is the most important takeaway for a teacher
starting with data-driven instruction?

A: The most important takeaway is that data-driven instruction is a tool to
enhance teaching and learning, not an end in itself. It should be approached
with a growth mindset, focusing on understanding student needs and making

informed, flexible adjustments to instruction. Start small, focus on one or



two strategies, and build gradually, always keeping the student at the center
of the process.
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Formative Assessment Strategies

Formative assessment strategies are designed to monitor student learning and
provide ongoing feedback that can be used by instructors to improve their
teaching and by students to improve their learning. These strategies are
crucial in data-driven instruction as they offer real-time insights into
student understanding and misconceptions, allowing for immediate adjustments
to lesson plans and pedagogical approaches. Examples include exit tickets,
quick quizzes, and teacher observation.

Student Data Analysis Techniques

Student data analysis techniques involve the systematic examination of
various forms of student performance data to identify patterns, trends, and
areas of strength or weakness. Effective analysis helps educators understand
individual student needs, group students for targeted instruction, and
evaluate the impact of teaching strategies. This process transforms raw data
into actionable insights for pedagogical decision-making.

Instructional Decision Making

Instructional decision making refers to the process by which educators choose
the most effective teaching methods, content, and interventions based on
their understanding of student needs and learning objectives. Data-driven
instruction plays a pivotal role here, as it provides the empirical evidence
needed to make informed decisions that are tailored to optimize student
outcomes. This ensures that teaching is responsive and effective.

Personalized Learning Approaches

Personalized learning approaches tailor instruction to meet the individual
needs, interests, and abilities of each student. Data-driven instruction is
fundamental to personalization, as it provides the detailed information
required to understand each student's unique profile. By analyzing
performance data, educators can customize content, pacing, and learning
pathways, fostering greater engagement and academic growth for every learner.

Differentiated Instruction Strategies

Differentiated instruction strategies involve adjusting the content, process,
product, or learning environment to meet the diverse needs of students in the
classroom. Data gathered through ongoing assessment provides the necessary
insights to effectively differentiate instruction, ensuring that all students
receive the appropriate level of challenge and support. This approach is a
direct application of data-driven insights.

Intervention Program Design

Intervention program design focuses on creating targeted support systems for
students who are struggling to meet learning objectives. Data analysis 1is
paramount in identifying which students need interventions, what specific
skills they require help with, and the most effective strategies to
implement. A well-designed intervention program is directly informed by



student data.

Academic Progress Monitoring

Academic progress monitoring is the ongoing process of collecting and
analyzing data to track a student's growth over time. In a data-driven
instructional model, this is a continuous feedback loop. Regular monitoring
allows educators to assess the effectiveness of their teaching, identify
students who are not progressing as expected, and make necessary adjustments
to instructional strategies or interventions to ensure all students achieve
their academic potential.

Learning Analytics in Education

Learning analytics in education involves the collection, analysis, and
reporting of data about learners and their contexts, for purposes of
understanding and optimizing learning and the environments in which it
occurs. This field is central to data-driven instruction, providing the tools
and methodologies for extracting meaningful insights from educational data to
improve teaching practices and student outcomes.

Evidence-Based Teaching Practices

Evidence-based teaching practices are pedagogical approaches that have been
proven effective through rigorous research and data analysis. Data-driven
instruction is a key component of evidence-based practice, as it emphasizes
the use of empirical data to inform and refine teaching methods. By relying
on data, educators can ensure they are employing strategies that are most
likely to lead to student success.
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