
cultural anthropology professional organizations us

The enduring pursuit of understanding human societies and their diverse expressions is at the heart of
cultural anthropology. Within the United States, a robust network of cultural anthropology professional
organizations provides vital support, resources, and a collective voice for scholars, researchers, and
practitioners. These associations are instrumental in advancing the field, fostering interdisciplinary
collaboration, and advocating for anthropological perspectives on critical global issues. This article will delve
into the landscape of these key organizations, exploring their missions, membership benefits, key
initiatives, and the crucial role they play in shaping the future of cultural anthropology in the US. We will
examine how these bodies facilitate professional development, ethical discourse, and public engagement,
ultimately benefiting both their members and society at large.
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The American Anthropological Association (AAA)

The American Anthropological Association (AAA) stands as the largest and most prominent professional
organization for anthropologists in the United States. Founded in 1902, its mission is to advance the science
and practice of anthropology and to serve as a voice for the discipline. The AAA encompasses all subfields of
anthropology, including cultural anthropology, archaeology, biological anthropology, and linguistic
anthropology, making it a comprehensive hub for the entire anthropological community. Its annual
meeting is a cornerstone event, attracting thousands of scholars from around the globe to present research,
engage in discussions, and network with peers.

Membership in the AAA offers a wealth of benefits designed to support professionals at every stage of their
careers. These include access to a suite of prestigious academic journals, such as the American
Anthropologist, which publishes cutting-edge research and theoretical debates. Members also receive
discounted registration for the annual meeting, opportunities for professional development workshops, and
access to extensive online resources. Furthermore, the AAA actively engages in public outreach,
advocating for anthropological knowledge in policy debates and promoting public understanding of human
diversity and cultural heritage.

The AAA plays a significant role in setting ethical standards for the practice of anthropology. Through its
adherence to a strict code of ethics, it guides anthropologists in conducting research responsibly, engaging
with communities respectfully, and ensuring the well-being of research participants. This commitment to



ethical practice is fundamental to maintaining the integrity and credibility of the discipline, particularly in
an era of increasing global interconnectedness and diverse research settings.

Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges (SACC)

The Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges (SACC) is a vital organization dedicated to
supporting and promoting the teaching of anthropology at the community college level. Recognizing the
unique role community colleges play in introducing students to higher education and diverse academic
fields, SACC focuses on the pedagogical challenges and opportunities specific to this educational setting. It
provides a platform for instructors to share teaching strategies, develop curricula, and foster a sense of
community among those teaching anthropology to a broad and diverse student population.

SACC offers several key benefits to its members, most notably its biannual Teaching Conference, which is
renowned for its practical workshops, innovative teaching demonstrations, and collegial atmosphere.
Members also gain access to the Teaching Anthropology News and Notes newsletter and the Journal of
Applied Anthropology. These resources are invaluable for community college instructors seeking to
enhance their teaching methods, stay abreast of new pedagogical approaches, and connect with colleagues
facing similar challenges.

One of SACC's primary contributions is its advocacy for the inclusion and enhancement of anthropology
programs within community college curricula. By providing resources and support, SACC empowers
instructors to effectively communicate the relevance and importance of cultural anthropology to a wide
range of students, many of whom may be encountering the discipline for the first time. This foundational
exposure can spark lifelong interest and inform a more nuanced understanding of the world.

Association of American University Presses (AAUP) -
Anthropology Section

While the Association of American University Presses (AAUP) is primarily an organization for academic
publishers, its Anthropology Section is of significant importance to cultural anthropology professional
organizations us. This section brings together university presses that have a strong commitment to
publishing anthropological scholarship, including a substantial amount of work in cultural anthropology. It
serves as a crucial link between scholars and the dissemination of their research through books and journals,
playing a vital role in shaping the intellectual landscape of the discipline.

The AAUP's Anthropology Section facilitates dialogue between editors, authors, and scholars regarding the
state of anthropological publishing. It fosters best practices in peer review, editing, and the dissemination of
scholarly works. For cultural anthropologists, this means access to a robust ecosystem for publishing their



research, from foundational ethnographies to cutting-edge theoretical works. The presses involved in this
section are often at the forefront of identifying and promoting emerging scholars and new areas of research.

This collaboration between publishers and anthropologists ensures that important research reaches a wider
academic audience. It also influences the direction of scholarship by highlighting areas of interest and
encouraging the development of new lines of inquiry. The availability of well-edited and widely
distributed books is fundamental to the growth and impact of cultural anthropology.

Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA)

The Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA) is a distinguished professional organization focused on the
practical application of anthropological knowledge to address real-world problems. For cultural
anthropologists, SfAA offers a distinct pathway to leverage their ethnographic skills and theoretical insights
in areas such as public health, community development, environmental management, and policy analysis.
The organization emphasizes the translation of anthropological research into actionable solutions that can
benefit communities and institutions.

Membership in the SfAA provides access to the Human Organization journal, a leading publication in
applied anthropology, and a dedicated annual meeting that is known for its interactive sessions and focus on
applied research presentations. SfAA also facilitates networking opportunities with practitioners and
academics who are actively engaged in implementing anthropological approaches in diverse professional
settings. This focus on practical application makes it an attractive organization for cultural anthropologists
looking to bridge the gap between academic research and tangible impact.

The SfAA actively promotes the ethical considerations inherent in applied anthropological work,
recognizing that interventions in communities require careful planning, collaboration, and respect for local
knowledge and agency. Their commitment to responsible practice ensures that applied anthropologists
work towards sustainable and culturally appropriate solutions, reinforcing the positive societal contributions
of the field.

Other Notable Organizations and Affiliations

Beyond the major organizations, numerous smaller, specialized groups and regional associations contribute
significantly to the vibrant landscape of cultural anthropology in the US. These can include interest groups
within the AAA, such as the Society for Medical Anthropology or the Society for Urban, National, and
Transnational/Global Anthropology ( a new name for SVA ). These specialized groups allow anthropologists
to connect with others who share very specific research interests, fostering deeper engagement and
collaboration within niche areas of the discipline.



Regional anthropological associations, though often smaller in scale, provide valuable opportunities for
scholars and students within specific geographic areas to share research, discuss local issues, and build
professional networks. These organizations can be particularly important for early-career scholars and those
in regions with fewer major academic institutions. Their localized focus often allows for discussions on
issues with regional relevance and impact.

Furthermore, many cultural anthropologists find affiliation with interdisciplinary organizations highly
beneficial. Depending on their research focus, they might join groups dedicated to areas like international
development, environmental studies, public health, or ethnic and area studies. These connections broaden
the reach of cultural anthropology and demonstrate its relevance across a wide spectrum of scholarly and
professional endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary mission of the American Anthropological
Association (AAA)?
A: The primary mission of the American Anthropological Association (AAA) is to advance the science and
practice of anthropology and to serve as the collective voice for the discipline in the United States and
internationally. It aims to promote anthropological research, education, and public engagement across all
subfields of anthropology.

Q: How does the Society for Anthropology in Community Colleges
(SACC) support instructors?
A: SACC supports instructors primarily by providing resources and a community focused on teaching
anthropology at the community college level. This includes offering pedagogical workshops, sharing
teaching materials, publishing relevant newsletters and journals, and hosting a conference dedicated to
teaching methods and innovations.

Q: What role do university presses play in cultural anthropology
professional organizations us?
A: University presses, particularly through the AAUP's Anthropology Section, are instrumental in
disseminating anthropological research to a wider academic audience. They facilitate the publication of
books and journals, thereby shaping the discourse and direction of the field, and act as a crucial bridge
between scholars and the scholarly community.



Q: What is the main focus of the Society for Applied Anthropology
(SfAA)?
A: The main focus of the Society for Applied Anthropology (SfAA) is the practical application of
anthropological knowledge to address real-world social and cultural issues. It emphasizes translating
anthropological research and methods into actionable solutions for problems in areas like public health,
community development, and policy.

Q: Are there organizations for specific subfields of cultural anthropology?
A: Yes, within larger organizations like the AAA, there are numerous specialized interest groups and
societies dedicated to specific subfields or thematic areas within cultural anthropology, such as medical
anthropology, urban anthropology, and the anthropology of food.

Q: What are the benefits of joining multiple professional organizations in
cultural anthropology?
A: Joining multiple organizations allows cultural anthropologists to engage with diverse communities,
access a wider range of resources and publications, participate in specialized conferences and workshops, and
stay informed about advancements in various subfields and applied areas of the discipline.
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