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The Landscape of Cultural and Medical Anthropology
Journals in the US

cultural anthropology medical anthropology journals in the us represent a vital and ever-
evolving academic ecosystem, providing essential platforms for researchers to disseminate
groundbreaking findings and engage in critical dialogue. These journals serve as the primary
conduits for scholarly communication within these intertwined disciplines, bridging the gap between
theoretical frameworks and real-world health issues. Navigating this landscape requires an
understanding of the key publications that shape the discourse, from foundational ethnographies to
cutting-edge analyses of global health disparities. This article will delve into the prominent journals,
explore their editorial focuses, and highlight their significance in advancing anthropological
understanding of human health and illness. We will also touch upon the publishing process and the
impact these journals have on both academic and applied anthropology.
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The Crucial Role of Academic Journals

Academic journals are the lifeblood of scholarly advancement. They are meticulously curated
collections of peer-reviewed articles that allow researchers to share their discoveries, theories, and
methodologies with a global community. For cultural and medical anthropologists, these journals are
not merely repositories of information; they are vibrant spaces for debate, critique, and the
refinement of knowledge. Without them, the progress we see in understanding the complex interplay
between culture and health would be significantly hampered.

Imagine a scientific discovery remaining locked away in a lab notebook; its potential to influence and
inform others would be minimal. Journals, through their rigorous peer-review process, act as
gatekeepers and facilitators, ensuring that published research meets high standards of academic



integrity and scholarly merit. This process, while sometimes lengthy, is essential for building a
robust and trustworthy body of knowledge. The specialized nature of cultural and medical
anthropology means that specific journals are crucial for reaching the right audience and engaging
in targeted discussions.

Disseminating Research Findings
The primary function of any academic journal is to disseminate research. For cultural and medical
anthropologists, this means sharing detailed ethnographic accounts, statistical analyses of health
trends, theoretical explorations of disease, and innovative intervention strategies. These findings
often address sensitive and complex issues, requiring careful and nuanced presentation, which
specialized journals are adept at facilitating. They allow scholars to present their work to peers who
understand the theoretical underpinnings and methodological challenges inherent in anthropological
research.

Fostering Scholarly Dialogue and Debate
Beyond simply publishing individual studies, journals create forums for ongoing scholarly dialogue.
Through articles, commentaries, and response pieces, researchers can engage with each other's
work, challenge existing paradigms, and collectively push the boundaries of their fields. This
intellectual back-and-forth is what drives innovation and critical thinking. In cultural and medical
anthropology, debates around issues like the social determinants of health, the impact of
globalization on local health practices, or the ethics of medical interventions are often sparked and
sustained within journal pages.

Establishing and Maintaining Disciplinary Standards
Journals play a vital role in establishing and maintaining the standards of a discipline. The peer-
review process, where submissions are evaluated by experts in the field, ensures that published
work adheres to accepted methodologies, theoretical frameworks, and ethical guidelines. This is
particularly important in fields like medical anthropology, where research can have direct
implications for human well-being and public health policy. High-quality journals act as markers of
academic rigor and credibility.

Key Journals in Cultural and Medical Anthropology

The United States is home to a robust collection of journals that are central to the fields of cultural
and medical anthropology. These publications vary in their scope, from broad anthropological
coverage to highly specialized focuses on health-related topics. Understanding which journals are
most relevant to your research can significantly impact your ability to engage with the scholarly
community and advance your career.



Prominent American Anthropology Journals with Medical
Anthropology Submissions
Several leading American anthropological journals, while not exclusively focused on medical
anthropology, frequently publish high-quality research in this area. These journals often have broad
appeal and can provide a wider readership for work that bridges cultural and health-related themes.
They represent foundational outlets for anthropologists across the discipline.

American Anthropologist: As the flagship journal of the American Anthropological
Association, it publishes cutting-edge research across all subfields of anthropology, including
significant contributions to medical anthropology.

American Ethnologist: This journal focuses on ethnographic research and theory, often
featuring articles that explore cultural understandings of health, illness, and healing.

Current Anthropology: Known for its interdisciplinary approach, it publishes influential
articles and is accompanied by extensive commentary from scholars worldwide, often touching
upon health-related ethnographic studies.

Leading Medical Anthropology Journals Published in the US
Beyond the broader anthropological journals, a dedicated set of publications focuses specifically on
the intersection of culture and health. These journals are essential for scholars whose primary
research interests lie in medical anthropology, global health, and the social sciences of medicine.
They offer a more concentrated space for the unique theoretical and methodological concerns of the
field.

Medical Anthropology Quarterly: This journal is a cornerstone of the field, publishing
theoretical and empirical research on the anthropology of health and illness. It is often the
first place many scholars look for the latest developments in medical anthropology.

Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry: While an international journal, it has strong ties to the
US academic community and is a premier outlet for research exploring the cultural and social
dimensions of mental and physical health.

Social Science & Medicine: This interdisciplinary journal publishes high-impact research
from a range of social science disciplines, with a significant portion dedicated to medical
anthropology and the social determinants of health.

The Journal of Health and Social Behavior: While broadly sociological, it frequently
features research on the social and cultural factors influencing health outcomes, making it
relevant for medical anthropologists.



Specialized and Emerging Journals
The field is not static; new journals emerge to address specific sub-niches or emerging trends within
cultural and medical anthropology. These can offer valuable opportunities for scholars working on
novel topics or employing innovative methodologies. Keeping an eye on these new venues can be
beneficial for both publishing and staying abreast of the cutting edge.

Scholars might also find relevant publications in journals focusing on specific regions, populations,
or health issues, such as those dedicated to global health, bioethics, or the anthropology of science
and technology, which often intersect with medical anthropology concerns.

Navigating the Publishing Process

The journey from a research idea to a published article in a respected journal is a complex but
rewarding one. For aspiring and established scholars alike, understanding the stages involved in
academic publishing is crucial for success. It requires meticulous planning, careful writing, and
resilience in the face of feedback.

Manuscript Preparation and Submission
The initial step involves crafting a manuscript that adheres to the specific guidelines of the target
journal. This includes formatting, citation style, and the overall structure of the article. Authors must
meticulously research the journal's aims and scope to ensure their work is a good fit. A well-written
cover letter, introducing the manuscript and highlighting its significance, is also essential.
Submitting online through journal portals has become standard, streamlining the initial stages of the
process.

The Peer-Review Process
Once submitted, the manuscript undergoes a rigorous peer-review process. The journal editor will
first assess its suitability. If it passes this initial screening, it will be sent to several anonymous
reviewers (typically scholars with expertise in the same area) who will critically evaluate its
methodology, theoretical grounding, originality, and contribution to the field. This stage can take
several months. The feedback received, whether positive, negative, or requesting revisions, is
invaluable for improving the manuscript.

Revisions and Acceptance
Based on reviewer feedback, authors will be invited to revise their manuscript. This often involves
addressing specific criticisms, clarifying arguments, or conducting further analysis. The revision
process is a crucial part of scholarly refinement. Authors must respond thoughtfully and thoroughly
to each reviewer comment. Successful revisions can lead to the acceptance of the manuscript, often
after one or more rounds of review. The final stages involve copyediting, typesetting, and online or
print publication.



The Impact and Future of These Journals

The journals we've discussed play a profoundly significant role in shaping the direction of cultural
and medical anthropology. Their impact extends far beyond academic circles, influencing public
policy, healthcare practices, and our collective understanding of what it means to be human and to
experience health and illness.

Influencing Academic Discourse and Training
These journals are instrumental in defining the intellectual agenda of cultural and medical
anthropology. The articles published within their pages often become core readings in graduate and
undergraduate courses, shaping the next generation of anthropologists. They introduce new
theoretical frameworks, highlight emerging research areas, and provide models for rigorous
ethnographic and analytical work. The conversations initiated in these journals often spill over into
conference presentations and workshops, further amplifying their influence.

Bridging Academia and Applied Practice
A critical strength of medical anthropology journals is their ability to bridge the gap between
theoretical scholarship and applied practice. Many articles offer insights that are directly relevant to
public health initiatives, global health organizations, healthcare providers, and policymakers. For
instance, research on culturally sensitive healthcare delivery, the social impact of epidemics, or the
effectiveness of community-based health interventions published in these journals can inform real-
world decision-making. This translational aspect is vital for ensuring that anthropological knowledge
contributes to tangible improvements in human well-being.

Adapting to Emerging Trends and Technologies
The landscape of academic publishing is constantly evolving, and cultural and medical anthropology
journals are no exception. We are seeing a growing emphasis on interdisciplinary collaboration, the
integration of quantitative and qualitative methods, and the exploration of new thematic areas such
as the anthropology of climate change and health, the digital health landscape, and the ethical
implications of emerging biotechnologies. Open access publishing models are also gaining traction,
aiming to increase the accessibility of research. These journals will continue to adapt, ensuring their
continued relevance in addressing the complex health challenges of the 21st century.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between a general
anthropology journal and a dedicated medical anthropology
journal in the US?
A: A general anthropology journal publishes research across all subfields of anthropology (cultural,



archaeological, biological, linguistic), while a dedicated medical anthropology journal focuses
exclusively on the study of health, illness, and healing within its cultural and social contexts. This
means specialized journals offer a deeper dive into specific theoretical debates and methodological
approaches unique to medical anthropology.

Q: How important is the peer-review process for cultural and
medical anthropology journals in the US?
A: The peer-review process is absolutely crucial. It's the primary mechanism by which journals
ensure the quality, validity, and originality of the research they publish. Expert reviewers in the field
assess manuscripts for methodological rigor, theoretical soundness, and the significance of the
contribution to knowledge, helping to maintain high academic standards.

Q: Are there journals that focus on specific geographical
regions or health issues within medical anthropology in the
US?
A: Yes, while some journals cover the field broadly, others might specialize. For instance, you might
find journals focusing on global health with a strong anthropological component, or publications that
highlight the unique health challenges and cultural practices of specific regions like Latin America
or Sub-Saharan Africa, or those focused on particular health issues such as infectious diseases,
mental health, or reproductive health from a cultural perspective.

Q: What kind of impact do these journals have beyond
academia?
A: These journals have a significant impact on applied practice and policy. Insights from medical
anthropology research published in these journals can inform public health interventions, guide
healthcare providers in delivering culturally sensitive care, shape health education programs, and
influence government policies related to health equity and access to care.

Q: How does one go about submitting a manuscript to a
cultural or medical anthropology journal in the US?
A: The process typically begins by thoroughly researching potential journals to find one that aligns
with your manuscript's topic and scope. You would then carefully review the journal's author
guidelines for specific formatting and submission requirements. Manuscripts are usually submitted
electronically through the journal's online submission portal, accompanied by a cover letter
explaining the article's significance.

Q: What are the key qualities editors look for when accepting



a manuscript for publication in a cultural or medical
anthropology journal?
A: Editors typically look for originality in research questions and findings, a strong theoretical
framework, sound methodology, clear and compelling writing, and a significant contribution to the
field of cultural or medical anthropology. Manuscripts that address contemporary issues and offer
novel perspectives are often highly regarded.

Q: Is it common for medical anthropology research published
in US journals to be interdisciplinary?
A: Yes, interdisciplinary research is not only common but often encouraged in medical anthropology.
Many scholars collaborate with individuals from public health, sociology, medicine, epidemiology,
and other fields. Journals often welcome research that draws on diverse theoretical perspectives and
methodological approaches to understand complex health phenomena.
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