CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX LANDSCAPE OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS CAN FEEL LIKE
EMBARKING ON A SIGNIFICANT ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH PROJECT OF ITS OWN. THIS JOURNEY REQUIRES METICULOUS
PREPARATION, STRATEGIC PLANNING, AND A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES ARE SEEKING. From
IDENTIFYING THE RIGHT PROGRAMS AND CRAFTING COMPELLING PERSONAL STATEMENTS TO SECURING STRONG LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION AND PREPARING FOR POTENTIAL INTERVIEWS, EVERY STEP PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN YOUR SUCCESS. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL EQUIP YOU WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND INSIGHTS NECESSARY TO CONFIDENTLY APPROACH YOUR
APPLICATIONS, ENSURING YOU PRESENT YOUR BEST SELF TO PROSPECTIVE DEPARTMENTS. W/E WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE
COMPONENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION, EXPLORE STRATEGIES FOR HIGHLIGHTING YOUR UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS, AND
OFFER PRACTICAL ADVICE TO HELP YOU STAND OUT IN A COMPETITIVE FIELD.
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UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY PROGRAMS

CHOOSING THE RIGHT GRADUATE PROGRAM IS PERHAPS THE MOST CRITICAL INITIAL STEP IN THE CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
GRADUATE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS PROCESS. NOT ALL ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENTS ARE CREATED THE SAME, AND
UNDERSTANDING THEIR SPECIFIC FOCUSES, THEORETICAL ORIENTATIONS, AND FACULTY EXPERTISE IS PARAMOUNT. ARE YOU
DRAWN TO MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY, LINGUISTIC ANTHROPOLOGY , URBAN STUDIES, OR PERHAPS THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF
TECHNOLOGY? EACH SUBFIELD OFTEN HAS DEPARTMENTS OR SPECIFIC FACULTY MEMBERS WHO ARE LEADING RESEARCHERS IN
THOSE AREAS. THIS REQUIRES DILIGENT RESEARCH INTO DEPARTMENTAL WEBSITES, FACULTY PROFILES, AND RECENT
PUBLICATIONS.

SUBFIELDS AND SPECIALIZATIONS IN ANTHROPOLOGY

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY ITSELF IS A VAST DISCIPLINE, ENCOMPASSING A MULTITUDE OF SPECIALIZATIONS. SOME PROGRAMS
MIGHT OFFER BROAD TRAINING IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, WHILE OTHERS ARE HIGHLY SPECIALIZED, ALLOWING FOR DEEP
DIVES INTO SPECIFIC AREAS OF INQUIRY. FOR INSTANCE, IF YOUR PASSION LIES IN UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIAL IMPACTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE, YOU'LL WANT TO IDENTIFY PROGRAMS WITH FACULTY CONDUCTING RESEARCH ON ENVIRONMENT AL
ANTHROPOLOGY OR CLIMATE JUSTICE. SIMILARLY, IF YOUR INTEREST IS IN THE INTERSECTION OF CULTURE AND HEALTH, LOOKING
FOR PROGRAMS WITH STRONG MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY OR PUBLIC HEALTH COMPONENTS WOULD BE WISE. IDENTIFYING THESE
NICHE AREAS WILL HELP YOU TAILOR YOUR APPLICATION TO DEMONSTRATE A CLEAR AND FOCUSED RESEARCH AGENDA.

PROGRAM STRUCTURE AND PHILOSOPHY

BEYOND SPECIFIC SUBFIELDS, CONSIDER THE OVERALL STRUCTURE AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE PROGRAMS YOU'RE APPLYING TO.
SOME OFFER MORE COURSEWORK-HEAVY MASTER'S PROGRAMS, WHILE OTHERS ARE GEARED TOWARDS DIRECT PROGRESSION
INTO A PHD. UNDERSTAND THE DEPARTMENTAL CULTURE: IS IT COLLABORATIVE OR MORE INDIVIDUALISTIC? DOES THE PROGRAM
EMPHASIZE THEORETICAL RIGOR, APPLIED RESEARCH, OR A COMBINATION OF BOTH? THIS UNDERSTANDING WILL NOT ONLY HELP
YOU CHOOSE THE RIGHT FIT BUT ALSO INFORM HOW YOU ARTICULATE YOUR MOTIVATIONS AND RESEARCH GOALS IN YOUR



APPLICATION MATERIALS. A PROGRAM THAT ALIGNS WITH YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY AND PROFESSIONAL ASPIRATIONS IS
KEY TO A FULFILLING GRADUATE EXPERIENCE.

THe CrucIAL RoLE oF AcADEMIC BACKGROUND AND GPA

YOUR ACADEMIC RECORD SERVES AS THE FOUNDATIONAL EVIDENCE OF YOUR PREPAREDNESS FOR GRADUATE-LEVEL STUDY IN
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY. WHILE A STRONG GPA IS GENERALLY EXPECTED, ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES LOOK BEYOND JUST THE
NUMBERS. THEY WANT TO SEE A CONSISTENT ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE, PARTICULARLY IN COURSES RELEVANT TO
ANTHROPOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND OTHER SOCIAL SCIENCES. A HIGH GPA IN A RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PROGRAM
DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO HANDLE DEMANDING COURSEWORK AND CRITICAL THINKING.

COURSEWORK RELEVANCE AND PERFORMANCE

W/HEN REVIEWING APPLICATIONS, ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES WILL SCRUTINIZE YOUR TRANSCRIPTS FOR SPECIFIC COURSEW ORK.
HAVE YOU TAKEN INTRODUCTORY ANTHROPOLOGY COURSES? COURSES IN RESEARCH METHODS, QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS, OR
STATISTICS? WHILE NOT ALWAYS MANDATORY, HAVING A SOLID FOUNDATION IN THESE AREAS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY STRENGTHEN
YOUR APPLICATION. IF YOUR UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE IS NOT IN ANTHROPOLOGY, IT’S IMPORTANT TO ARTICULATE HOW YOUR
COURSEWORK IN OTHER DISCIPLINES HAS PROVIDED YOU WITH TRANSFERABLE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE THAT ARE RELEVANT TO
ANTHROPOLOGICAL INQUIRY. HIGH GRADES IN THESE FOUNDATIONAL COURSES SIGNAL YOUR APTITUDE.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND T HESES

PERHAPS MORE IMPACTFUL THAN A HIGH GPA ALONE IS DEMONSTRATED EXPERIENCE IN RESEARCH. THIS COULD BE THROUGH AN
UNDERGRADUATE THESIS, A RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP WITH A PROFESSOR, OR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS.
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING AN UNDERGRADUATE THESIS, IN PARTICULAR, SHOWCASES YOUR ABILITY TO CONCEPTUALIZE A
RESEARCH QUESTION, CONDUCT FIELDWORK OR ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, ANALYZE DATA, AND SYNTHESIZE YOUR FINDINGS INTO A
COHERENT ARGUMENT. THIS IS A DIRECT PREVIEW OF THE KIND OF WORK YOU'LL BE EXPECTED TO DO IN GRADUATE SCHOOL.

CRrRAFTING A COMPELLING PERSONAL STATEMENT FOR ANTHROPOLOGY
GRADUATE ScHooL

Y OUR PERSONAL STATEMENT, OR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, IS YOUR PRIMARY OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOUR STORY AND
ARTICULATE YOUR INTELLECTUAL JOURNEY TO THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE. THIS DOCUMENT IS FAR MORE THAN A RECITATION
OF YOUR C\/, IT'S A NARRATIVE THAT CONNECTS YOUR PAST EXPERIENCES, PRESENT INTERESTS, AND FUTURE ASPIRATIONS
WITHIN THE FIELD OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY. A WELL-WRITTEN STATEMENT CAN DISTINGUISH A STRONG CANDIDATE FROM
AN EXCEPTIONAL ONE.

ARTICULATING YOUR RESEARCH INTERESTS AND FIT

THE MOST EFFECTIVE PERSONAL STATEMENTS CLEARLY AND CONCISELY ARTICULATE SPECIFIC RESEARCH INTERESTS. V AGUE
DECLARATIONS OF WANTING TO “STUDY CULTURE” ARE INSUFFICIENT. |NSTEAD/ HONE IN ON PARTICULAR THEORETICAL
FRAMEWORKS, METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES, OR ETHNOGRAPHIC TOPICS THAT IGNITE YOUR PASSION. CRUCIALLY, YOU MUST
DEMONSTRATE WHY THIS PARTICULAR PROGRAM IS THE IDEAL PLACE FOR YOU TO PURSUE THESE INTERESTS. REFERENCE SPECIFIC
FACULTY MEMBERS WHOSE WORK ALIGNS WITH YOURS AND EXPLAIN HOW THEIR MENTORSHIP WOULD BE INVALUABLE. THIS
SHOWS YOU’VE DONE YOUR HOMEWORK AND ARE NOT SENDING OUT GENERIC APPLICATIONS.



SHOWCASING YOoUR UNIQUE EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES

WHAT UNIQUE EXPERIENCES, PERSPECTIVES, OR SKILLS DO YOU BRING TO THE FIELD OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY? THIS
COULD INCLUDE EXTENSIVE FIELDWORK (EVEN IF INFORMAL), CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION EXPERIENCE, FLUENCY IN A
PARTICULAR LANGUAGE, OR A UNIQUE INTERDISCIPLINARY BACKGROUND. ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES ARE OFTEN LOOKING FOR
CANDIDATES WHO CAN OFFER FRESH INSIGHTS AND DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES. WEAVE THESE ELEMENTS INTO YOUR NARRATIVE TO
ILLUSTRATE YOUR READINESS FOR ETHNOGRAPHIC ENGAGEMENT AND YOUR POTENTIAL TO CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO
SCHOLARLY DISCOURSE.

STRATEGIC SELECTION OF FACULTY MENTORS AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

[DENTIFYING POTENTIAL FACULTY MENTORS IS A CORNERSTONE OF SUCCESSFUL CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS. GRADUATE STUDY, ESPECIALLY AT THE PHD LEVEL, IS HEAVILY RESEARCH-DRIVEN, AND YOUR SUCCESS WILL
LARGELY DEPEND ON THE GUIDANCE AND EXPERTISE OF YOUR ADVISOR. THIS REQUIRES A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO RESEARCHING
FACULTY MEMBERS WHOSE RESEARCH ALIGNS WITH YOUR OWN EVOLVING INTERESTS.

ALIGNING YOUR RESEARCH WITH FACULTY EXPERTISE

BEFORE APPLYING TO ANY PROGRAM, THOROUGHLY INVESTIGATE THE FACULTY PROFILES. WHO IS DOING WORK THAT
RESONATES WITH YOU? ARE THEIR CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS SOMETHING YOU COULD SEE YOURSELF CONTRIBUTING TO OR
BUILDING UPONP LOOK AT THEIR RECENT PUBLICATIONS, THEIR ONGOING GRANTS, AND THEIR METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES. IF
YOU'RE INTERESTED IN THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF GLOBALIZATION, FOR INSTANCE, YOU’LL WANT TO FIND FACULTY WHO ARE
ACTIVELY PUBLISHING ON THIS TOPIC, PERHAPS WITH SPECIFIC REGIONAL OR THEMATIC FOCUSES. THIS ALIGNMENT SIGNALS TO
THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE THAT YOU HAVE A CLEAR RESEARCH TRAJECTORY AND HAVE CHOSEN THEIR DEPARTMENT
STRATEGICALLY.

DeveLoPING A COHERENT RESEARCH ProposAL (or IDEA)

W/HILE NOT ALWAYS A FORMAL REQUIREMENT FOR MASTER'S PROGRAMS, A WELL-ARTICULATED RESEARCH IDEA OR A
PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL IS OFTEN CRUCIAL FOR PHD APPLICATIONS. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO THINK CRITICALLY
ABOUT ANTHROPOLOGICAL QUESTIONS AND TO FORMULATE A RESEARCH PLAN. |T DOESN’T NEED TO BE A FULLY FLESHED-OUT
DISSERTATION PROPOSAL AT THIS STAGE, BUT IT SHOULD SHOW A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF A RESEARCH PROBLEM,
POTENTIAL THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS, AND POSSIBLE METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES. THIS SHOWS YOU’RE READY TO ENGAGE
IN SERIOUS ACADEMIC INQUIRY.

THE IMPORTANCE OF STANDARDIZED TESTS IN ADMISSIONS

\W/HILE THE EMPHASIS ON STANDARDIZED TESTS LIKE THE GRE HAS BEEN SHIFTING IN RECENT YEARS, MANY CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAMS STILL CONSIDER THEM AS PART OF THE ADMISSIONS CALCULUS. THE GRE GENERAL
TEST ASSESSES VERBAL REASONING, QUANTITATIVE REASONING, AND ANALYTICAL WRITING SKILLS, WHICH ARE GENERALLY
APPLICABLE TO GRADUATE-LEVEL STUDY. SOME DEPARTMENTS MAY ALSO REQUIRE OR RECOMMEND THE GRE SugjecT TEST IN
PSYCHOLOGY OR SOCIOLOGY, DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC NATURE OF THEIR ANTHROPOLOGICAL TRAINING.

UNDERSTANDING GRE REQUIREMENTS AND W AIVERS

[T IS IMPERATIVE TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC GRE REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH PROGRAM YOU ARE INTERESTED IN. SOME DEPARTMENTS
MAY HAVE MADE THE GRE OPTIONAL OR HAVE REMOVED THE REQUIREMENT ENTIRELY, WHILE OTHERS STILL CONSIDER IT A



SIGNIFICANT COMPONENT OF THE APPLICATION. IF A GRE Is REQUIRED, PREPARE THOROUGHLY. THERE ARE NUMEROUS RESOURCES
AVAILABLE FOR GRE PREPARATION, INCLUDING STUDY GUIDES, PRACTICE TESTS, AND ONLINE COURSES. IF YOU HAVE A STRONG
ACADEMIC RECORD AND OTHER COMPELLING APPLICATION COMPONENTS, YOU MIGHT CONSIDER IF ANY PROGRAMS OFFER GRE

W AIVERS BASED ON THESE STRENGTHS.

INTERPRETING GRE Scores IN CONTEXT

ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES WILL EVALUATE YOUR GRE SCORES WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF YOUR APPLICATION. A
SLIGHTLY LOWER SCORE IN ONE SECTION MIGHT BE OFFSET BY AN EXCEPTIONAL GPA, OUTSTANDING RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, OR
A PARTICULARLY COMPELLING PERSONAL STATEMENT. CONVERSELY, EXCELLENT GRE SCORES ALONE WILL NOT GUARANTEE
ADMISSION. THE GOAL IS TO PRESENT A BALANCED PROFILE WHERE YOUR STANDARDIZED TEST PERFORMANCE REINFORCES,
RATHER THAN DETRACTS FROM, YOUR OVERALL STRENGTHS AS A PROSPECTIVE GRADUATE STUDENT IN CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY.

SECURING STRONG LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FOR ANTHROPOLOGY
APPLICATIONS

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION CARRY SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS.
THESE LETTERS PROVIDE EXTERNAL VALIDATION OF YOUR ABILITIES, CHARACTER, AND POTENTIAL FOR GRADUATE-LEVEL
SUCCESS. THE QUALITY AND RELEVANCE OF YOUR RECOMMENDERS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE HOW ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES
PERCEIVE YOUR APPLICATION. |T’S NOT JUST ABOUT GETTING LETTERS, IT’S ABOUT GETTING STRONG LETTERS.

CHoosING THE RIGHT RECOMMENDERS

THE IDEAL RECOMMENDERS ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO KNOW YOU WELL ACADEMICALLY AND CAN SPEAK SPECIFICALLY TO YOUR
INTELLECTUAL CAPABILITIES, RESEARCH POTENTIAL, AND SUITABILITY FOR GRADUATE STUDY IN ANTHROPOLOGY. THIS
TYPICALLY MEANS PROFESSORS WHO HAVE TAUGHT YOU IN ANTHROPOLOGY COURSES, SUPERVISED YOUR RESEARCH, OR
ADVISED YOU ON ACADEMIC PROJECTS. IF YOU HAVE SIGNIFICANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE IN A RELATED FIELD, A SUPERVISOR
WHO CAN ATTEST TO YOUR ANALYTICAL AND INTERPERSONAL SKILLS COULD ALSO BE VALUABLE, THOUGH ACADEMIC
REFERENCES ARE USUALLY PRIORITIZED.

ProVIDING RECOMMENDERS WITH NECESSARY INFORMATION

TO HELP YOUR RECOMMENDERS WRITE THE MOST IMPACTFUL LETTERS, PROVIDE THEM WITH AMPLE INFORMATION WELL IN
ADVANCE OF THE DEADLINE. THIS SHOULD INCLUDE YOUR CV OR RESUME, YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT OR A DRAFT OF IT, A
LIST OF THE PROGRAMS YOU'RE APPLYING TO WITH THEIR DEADLINES, AND ANY SPECIFIC FORMS OR INSTRUCTIONS REQUIRED BY
THE UNIVERSITIES. REMIND THEM OF SPECIFIC PROJECTS OR ASSIGNMENTS YOU COMPLETED FOR THEIR CLASS, OR RESEARCH YOU
UNDERTOOK WITH THEM, SO THEY CAN DRAW ON CONCRETE EXAMPLES IN THEIR LETTER.

PREPARING FOR INTERVIEWS IN ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE ADMISSIONS

W/HILE NOT ALL CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAMS REQUIRE INTERVIEWS, SOME DO, PARTICULARLY FOR PHD
APPLICANTS. AN INTERVIEW IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE TO ASSESS YOUR COMMUNICATION SKILLS,
YOUR INTELLECTUAL MATURITY, YOUR FIT WITH THE DEPARTMENT, AND YOUR READINESS FOR THE RIGORS OF GRADUATE STUDY.
TREATING THIS AS A FORMAL ACADEMIC CONVERSATION IS KEY.



CoMMON INTERVIEW QUESTIONS AND STRATEGIES

INTERVIEWS OFTEN DELVE INTO YOUR RESEARCH INTERESTS, YOUR MOTIVATIONS FOR PURSUING GRADUATE STUDY, YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY, AND YOUR CAREER GOALS. BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS YOUR PREVIOUS
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IN DETAIL, YOUR RATIONALE FOR CHOOSING THEIR SPECIFIC PROGRAM, AND YOUR THOUGHTS ON
CONTEMPORARY ANTHROPOLOGICAL DEBATES. PRACTICE ARTICULATING YOUR IDEAS CLEARLY AND CONCISELY. THINK OF THIS
AS A CHANCE TO HAVE A SCHOLARLY DIALOGUE WITH POTENTIAL FACULTY MENTORS.

DEMONSTRATING FIT AND ENTHUSIASM

BEYOND ANSWERING QUESTIONS DIRECTLY, USE THE INTERVIEW TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR GENUINE ENTHUSIASM FOR THE PROGRAM
AND YOUR ALIGNMENT WITH ITS INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY. ASK THOUGHTFUL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT, RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES, AND STUDENT LIFE. THIS SHOWS YOU ARE ENGAGED AND HAVE A VESTED INTEREST IN BECOMING A PART OF
THEIR ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT. Y OUR DEMEANOR SHOULD BE PROFESSIONAL, RESPECTFUL, AND INTELLECTUALLY CURIOUS.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

THE FINANCIAL ASPECT OF GRADUATE SCHOOL IS A SIGNIFICANT CONSIDERATION FOR MOST APPLICANTS. CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAMS, PARTICULARLY PHD PROGRAMS, OFTEN OFFER FUNDING PACKAGES THAT CAN INCLUDE
TUITION WAIVERS, STIPENDS FOR LIVING EXPENSES, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH OR TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS.
UNDERSTANDING THESE FUNDING MODELS AND HOW TO APPLY FOR THEM IS CRUCIAL.

TypPes oF FUNDING PACKAGES

FUNDING CAN COME IN VARIOUS FORMS. FULL FUNDING TYPICALLY INCLUDES A TUITION WAIVER AND A LIVING STIPEND, OFTEN
FOR A SET NUMBER OF YEARS (E.G., FIVE YEARS FOR A PHD) RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS INVOLVE WORKING ON A FACULTY
MEMBER’S GRANT-FUNDED PROJECT, WHILE TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS INVOLVE ASSISTING WITH UNDERGRADUATE COURSES. IT>s
IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT EACH TYPE OF FUNDING ENTAILS AND WHAT YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES WILL BE. MANY
DEPARTMENTS AUTOMATICALLY CONSIDER APPLICANTS FOR FUNDING UPON ADMISSION, BUT SOME MAY REQUIRE SEPARATE
APPLICATIONS FOR SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIPS OR FELLOWSHIPS.

FELLOWSHIP AND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

BEYOND DEPARTMENTAL FUNDING, THERE ARE NUMEROUS EXTERNAL FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS AV AILABLE FROM
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. RESEARCHING AND APPLYING FOR THESE CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY AUGMENT YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. THESE APPLICATIONS OFTEN REQUIRE SEPARATE ESSAYS AND STRONG
RECOMMENDATION LETTERS, SO FACTOR THIS INTO YOUR OVERALL APPLICATION TIMELINE. DEMONSTRATING A CLEAR RESEARCH
VISION AND A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD WILL MAKE YOU A COMPETITIVE CANDIDATE FOR THESE PRESTIGIOUS AW ARDS.

NAVIGATING THE APPLICATION TIMELINE AND DEADLINES

THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE SCHOOL IS A MARATHON, NOT A SPRINT. SUCCESSFUL
APPLICATIONS REQUIRE METICULOUS PLANNING AND ADHERENCE TO STRICT DEADLINES. MISSING A DEADLINE CAN MEAN MISSING
OUT ON AN ENTIRE ADMISSIONS CYCLE. UNDERSTANDING THE TYPICAL TIMELINE AND BREAKING DOWN THE TASKS WILL HELP YOU
STAY ORGANIZED AND REDUCE STRESS.



Key STAGES OF THE APPLICATION PROCESS

THE PROCESS GENERALLY BEGINS MONTHS IN ADVANCE. FIRST, RESEARCH PROGRAMS AND IDENTIFY YOUR TOP CHOICES, USUALLY
IN THE LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL. THEN, BEGIN CONTACTING POTENTIAL RECOMMENDERS AND REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS.
STANDARDIZED TESTS, IF REQUIRED, SHOULD IDEALLY BE TAKEN IN THE EARLY FALL TO ALLOW TIME FOR SCORES TO BE SENT.
PERSONAL STATEMENTS AND OTHER ESSAYS SHOULD BE DRAFTED AND REFINED THROUGHOUT THE FALL. MOST APPLICATIONS
FOR FALL ADMISSION ARE DUE BETWEEN DECEMBER ANDJANUARY. FOLLOW-UP ON APPLICATION STATUS AND FINANCIAL AID
INFORMATION TYPICALLY OCCURS IN THE SPRING.

STAYING ORGANIZED AND PROACTIVE

CREATE A SPREADSHEET OR USE A PROJECT MANAGEMENT TOOL TO TRACK DEADLINES FOR EACH PROGRAM, REQUIRED
MATERIALS, AND THE STATUS OF YOUR APPLICATION COMPONENTS. REGULARLY CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR COMMUNICATIONS
FROM THE UNIVERSITIES, AND DON'T HESITATE TO CONTACT ADMISSIONS OFFICES IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS. PROACTIVE
ENGAGEMENT AND ORGANIZATION ARE YOUR BEST ALLIES IN NAVIGATING THIS COMPLEX PROCESS SUCCESSFULLY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABoUT CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
GRADUATE ScHooL ADMISSIONS

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE
SCHOOL ADMISSIONS?

A: WHILE A STRONG GPA AND RELEVANT COURSEWORK ARE IMPORTANT, ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES OFTEN PLACE SIGNIFICANT
EMPHASIS ON DEMONSTRATED RESEARCH POTENTIAL, A CLEAR AND FOCUSED STATEMENT OF RESEARCH INTERESTS, AND
COMPELLING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION THAT SPEAK TO YOUR ABILITY TO SUCCEED IN GRADUATE-LEVEL ANTHROPOLOGICAL
INQUIRY.

Q: HOW IMPORTANT IS UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE FOR ANTHROPOLOGY
GRADUATE SCHOOL?P

A: UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, PARTICULARLY AN HONORS THESIS OR RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIP, IS HIGHLY
VALUED. |T DEMONSTRATES YOUR ABILITY TO CONCEPTUALIZE, CONDUCT, AND PRESENT RESEARCH, WHICH IS A CORE
COMPETENCY FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY.

QI CAN | APPLY TO CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAMS WITH A NON-
ANTHROPOLOGY UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE?

A: YES/ ABSOLUTELY. MANY SUCCESSFUL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE STUDENTS COME FROM DIVERSE UNDERGRADUATE
BACKGROUNDS (E.G./ SOCIOLOGY, HISTORY, PSYCHOLOGY, LINGUISTICS). YOU WILL NEED TO DEMONSTRATE HOW YOUR PRIOR
COURSEWORK AND EXPERIENCES HAVE PROVIDED YOU WITH RELEVANT SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY,
AND POTENTIALLY TAKE SOME FOUNDATIONAL ANTHROPOLOGY COURSES BEFORE OR DURING YOUR GRADUATE PROGRAM.

QZ How Do | CHOOSE WHICH FACULTY TO MENTION IN MY PERSONAL STATEMENT?

A: SELECT FACULTY WHOSE RESEARCH INTERESTS GENUINELY ALIGN WITH YOUR OWN ARTICULATED RESEARCH QUESTIONS.
READ THEIR RECENT PUBLICATIONS AND MENTION SPECIFIC PROJECTS OR THEORETICAL APPROACHES OF THEIRS THAT RESONATE
WITH YOUR INTELLECTUAL TRAJECTORY. THIS DEMONSTRATES YOU’VE DONE YOUR HOMEWORK AND SEE A CLEAR FIT.



Q: SHOULD | CONTACT POTENTIAL FACULTY ADVISORS BEFORE APPLYING TO
GRADUATE SCHOOL?

A: For PHD PROGRAMS, IT IS OFTEN HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO CONTACT POTENTIAL FACULTY ADVISORS WHOSE WORK ALIGNS
WITH YOURS. A BRIEF, PROFESSIONAL EMAIL INTRODUCING YOURSELF, YOUR RESEARCH INTERESTS, AND WHY YOU ARE
INTERESTED IN THEIR WORK CAN BE VERY BENEFICIAL. IT SHOWS INITIATIVE AND ALLOWS YOU TO GAUGE THEIR INTEREST AND
AVAILABILITY.

Q: WHAT IF MY GRE SCORES ARE NOT AS STRONG AS | HOPED?

A: IF A PROGRAM STILL REQUIRES GRE SCORES, FOCUS ON HIGHLIGHTING OTHER STRENGTHS IN YOUR APPLICATION, SUCH AS AN
EXCELLENT GPA/ SUBSTANTIAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, STRONG LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, AND A COMPELLING PERSONAL
STATEMENT. MANY PROGRAMS HAVE ADOPTED HOLISTIC REVIEW PROCESSES THAT CONSIDER ALL APPLICATION COMPONENTS.

Q: How MUCH EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON FIELDWORK EXPERIENCE FOR ADMISSIONS?

A: WHILE DIRECT FIELDWORK EXPERIENCE IS BENEFICIAL, IT IS NOT ALWAYS A PREREQUISITE, ESPECIALLY FOR ENTRY-LEVEL
MASTER'S OR PHD PROGRAMS. HO\X/EVER, DEMONSTRATING AN UNDERSTANDING OF ETHNOGRAPHIC METHODS, A STRONG
THEORETICAL GROUNDING, AND A CLEAR PLAN FOR FUTURE FIELDWORK ARE CRUCIAL. ANY RELEVANT CROSS-CULTURAL
EXPERIENCES CAN ALSO STRENGTHEN YOUR APPLICATION.

Q: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN APPLYING FOR A MASTER’S VERSUS A PHD IN
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY?

A: MASTER'S PROGRAMS CAN BE TERMINAL OR SERVE AS A STEPPING STONE TO A PHD. THEY OFTEN INVOLVE MORE
COURSEWORK AND MAY HAVE A THESIS OR COMPREHENSIVE EXAM. PHD PROGRAMS ARE RESEARCH-INTENSIVE, FOCUSING ON
DEVELOPING INDEPENDENT SCHOLARS THROUGH EXTENSIVE FIELDWORK, DISSERTATION RESEARCH, AND THEORETICAL ENGAGEMENT,
WITH MORE EMPHASIS ON FACULTY MENTORSHIP FROM THE OUTSET.

Q: How CAN | BEST DEMONSTRATE MY “FIT” WITH A PARTICULAR CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY PROGRAM?

A: RESEARCH THE DEPARTMENT’S SPECIFIC THEORETICAL LEANINGS, FACULTY SPECIALIZATIONS, AND ANY PARTICULAR RESEARCH
CENTERS OR INITIATIVES. IN YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT AND DURING INTERVIEWS, ARTICULATE HOW YOUR RESEARCH
INTERESTS, METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES, AND ACADEMIC GOALS ALIGN WITH THE STRENGTHS AND FOCUS OF THAT SPECIFIC
DEPARTMENT AND ITS FACULTY.

QI ARE THERE SPECIFIC UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS THAT ARE BEST PREPARATION FOR
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY GRADUATE SCHOOL?

A: WHILE ANTHROPOLOGY IS A NATURAL FIT, MAJORS IN SOCIOLOGY, HISTORY, POLITICAL SCIENCE, PSYCHOLOGY,
LINGUISTICS, AND EVEN AREA STUDIES OR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CAN PROVIDE EXCELLENT PREPARATION. THE KEY IS
DEMONSTRATING ANALYTICAL RIGOR, STRONG WRITING SKILLS, AND A FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL THEORY.
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