CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION US

THE FOUNDATION OF A THRIVING SoCIETY: CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN THE US

CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION US IS MORE THAN JUST AN ACADEMIC BUZZ\WORD; IT'S THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH A RESILIENT,
INNOVATIVE, AND DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY IS BUILT. IN TODAY'S RAPIDLY EVOLVING WORLD, THE ABILITY TO ANALYZE
INFORMATION, EVALUATE ARGUMENTS, AND FORM REASONED JUDGMENTS IS PARAMOUNT FOR INDIVIDUALS TO NAVIGATE
COMPLEX CHALLENGES AND CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES DEEP INTO THE LANDSCAPE OF CRITICAL THINKING
EDUCATION ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, EXPLORING ITS GROWING IMPORTANCE, THE CURRENT STATE OF ITS IMPLEMENTATION,
THE BENEFITS IT OFFERS, AND THE PATHWAYS FORWARD FOR ITS EFFECTIVE INTEGRATION. WE WILL EXAMINE HOW FOSTERING
THESE ESSENTIAL SKILLS FROM EARLY CHILDHOOD THROUGH HIGHER EDUCATION PREPARES STUDENTS NOT JUST FOR ACADEMIC
SUCCESS, BUT FOR A LIFETIME OF INFORMED DECISION-MAKING AND ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP. UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF
CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN THE US IS KEY TO UNLOCKING INDIVIDUAL POTENTIAL AND STRENGTHENING OUR COLLECTIVE
FUTURE.
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THE GROWING IMPERATIVE FOR CRITICAL THINKING

IN THE 2 TsT CENTURY, THE SHEER VOLUME OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT OUR FINGERTIPS PRESENTS BOTH AN INCREDIBLE
OPPORTUNITY AND A SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGE. W/E ARE CONSTANTLY BOMBARDED WITH DATA, OPINIONS, AND NARRATIVES
FROM COUNTLESS SOURCES, MAKING IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO DISCERN TRUTH FROM FALSEHOOD. THIS IS WHERE CRITICAL
THINKING SKILLS BECOME NOT JUST BENEFICIAL, BUT ESSENTIAL FOR SURVIVAL AND SUCCESS. THe US EDUCATION SYSTEM,
THEREFORE, FACES A PRESSING NEED TO EQUIP STUDENTS WITH THE TOOLS TO CRITICALLY EVALUATE THIS INFORMATION
DELUGE. W/ ITHOUT THESE SKILLS, INDIVIDUALS ARE MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO MISINFORMATION, MANIPULATION, AND MAKING POOR
DECISIONS THAT CAN IMPACT THEIR PERSONAL LIVES, CAREERS, AND EVEN THEIR PARTICIPATION IN CIVIC DISCOURSE.

CONSIDER THE RAPID ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY AND THE EVER-CHANGING JOB MARKET. MANY OF THE JOBS THAT EXIST
TODAY WILL LIKELY BE OBSOLETE IN A DECADE, WHILE NEW ROLES WILL EMERGE THAT WE CAN'T EVEN IMAGINE YET. THIS
FLUIDITY DEMANDS A WORKFORCE THAT IS ADAPTABLE, INNOVATIVE, AND CAPABLE OF LEARNING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING
INDEPENDENTLY. CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION PROVIDES THE FOUNDATION FOR THIS ADAPTABILITY, EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS
TO APPROACH NEW CHALLENGES WITH CONFIDENCE AND CREATIVITY. IT'S ABOUT MOVING BEYOND ROTE MEMORIZATION AND
EMBRACING A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD AROUND US.

DerINING CRITICAL THINKING: WHAT |IT TRULY MEANS

BEFORE WE CAN EFFECTIVELY TEACH CRITICAL THINKING, WE MUST FIRST UNDERSTAND WHAT IT TRULY ENCOMPASSES. ATITS
CORE, CRITICAL THINKING IS THE OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF AN ISSUE IN ORDER TO FORM A JUDGMENT. IT's A
DISCIPLINED PROCESS OF ACTIVELY AND SKILLFULLY CONCEPTUALIZING, APPLYING, ANALYZING, SYNTHESIZING, AND/OR
EVALUATING INFORMATION GATHERED FROM, OR GENERATED BY, OBSERVATION, EXPERIENCE, REFLECTION, REASONING, OR
COMMUNICATION, AS A GUIDE TO BELIEF AND ACTION. THIS IS NOT SIMPLY ABOUT BEING NEGATIVE OR FINDING FAULT, IT's
ABOUT BEING THOUGHTFUL, DELIBERATE, AND EVIDENCE~BASED IN OUR REASONING.

KEY COMPONENTS OF CRITICAL THINKING INCLUDE:

® ANALYSIS: BREAKING DOWN COMPLEX INFORMATION INTO SMALLER, UNDERSTANDABLE PARTS.

® INTERPRETATION: UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING AND SIGNIFICANCE OF INFORMATION.



INFERENCE: DRAWING LOGICAL CONCLUSIONS BASED ON EVIDENCE.

® EVALUATION: ASSESSING THE CREDIBILITY AND RELEVANCE OF SOURCES AND ARGUMENTS.

e EXPLANATION: CLEARLY ARTICULATING ONE'S REASONING AND CONCLUSIONS.

SELF-REGULATION: REFLECTING ON ONE’'S OWN THINKING PROCESSES AND BIASES.

IT°S ABOUT ASKING “WHY” AND “HOW,” NOT JUST ACCEPTING INFORMATION AT FACE VALUE. |T’S THE ABILITY TO IDENTIFY
ASSUMPTIONS, RECOGNIZE BIASES, AND CONSIDER ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES. IMAGINE A DETECTIVE METICULOUSLY PIECING
TOGETHER CLUES TO SOLVE A MYSTERY; THAT’S A POWERFUL ANALOGY FOR HOW CRITICAL THINKERS APPROACH PROBLEMS.

CriTICAL THINKING IN US EpucATION: CURRENT LANDSCAPE

THE INTEGRATION OF CRITICAL THINKING INTO US EDUCATION IS A MULTIFACETED AND EVOLVING PICTURE. WHILE MANY
EDUCATORS RECOGNIZE ITS PROFOUND IMPORTANCE, THE EXTENT AND CONSISTENCY OF ITS IMPLEMENTATION VARY
SIGNIFICANTLY ACROSS DIFFERENT STATES, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, AND EDUCATIONAL LEVELS. SOME SCHOOLS HAVE MADE IT A
CENTRAL PILLAR OF THEIR CURRICULUM, WEAVING CRITICAL THINKING EXERCISES INTO EVERY SUBJECT. OTHERS MAY TREAT IT AS
A STANDALONE SKILL TAUGHT IN SPECIFIC COURSES, OR WORSE, NEGLECT IT ALTOGETHER, FOCUSING PRIMARILY ON
STANDARDIZED TEST PREPARATION WHICH OFTEN EMPHASIZES MEMORIZATION OVER DEEP UNDERST ANDING.

HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS OFTEN HAVE MORE EXPLICIT REQUIREMENTS FOR CRITICAL THINKING, WITH MANY GENERAL
EDUCATION CURRICULA DESIGNED TO FOSTER THESE SKILLS. UNIVERSITY COURSES FREQUENTLY INVOLVE ANALYZING TEXTS,
DEBATES, RESEARCH PAPERS, AND COMPLEX PROBLEM~SOLVING SCENARIOS. HO\X/EVER, EVEN AT THIS LEVEL, THE EFFECTIVENESS
CAN DEPEND ON PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES. ARE INSTRUCTORS ACTIVELY ENCOURAGING DEBATE AND QUESTIONING, OR ARE
THEY PRIMARILY DELIVERING LECTURES? THE SHIFT TOWARDS COMPETENCY-BASED EDUCATION AND PROJECT-BASED LEARNING IN
SOME AREAS IS A POSITIVE TREND, AS THESE METHODS NATURALLY LEND THEMSELVES TO DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING
ABILITIES. FURTHERMORE, ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR TEACHERS IS CRUCIAL TO ENSURE THEY ARE EQUIPPED
WITH THE STRATEGIES AND RESOURCES NEEDED TO EFFECTIVELY CULTIVATE THESE SKILLS IN THEIR STUDENTS.

BeNerITs oF CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION

THE ADVANTAGES OF ROBUST CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION ARE FAR-REACHING, IMPACTING STUDENTS BOTH ACADEMICALLY
AND IN THEIR PERSONAL LIVES, AND ULTIMATELY CONTRIBUTING TO A STRONGER SOCIETY. W/HEN STUDENTS ARE TAUGHT TO
THINK CRITICALLY, THEY DEVELOP A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SUBJECT MATTER. INSTEAD OF JUST MEMORIZING FACTS, THEY
LEARN TO CONNECT CONCEPTS, IDENTIFY UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES, AND APPLY KNOWLEDGE TO NEW SITUATIONS. THIS LEADS TO
IMPROVED ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE ACROSS THE BOARD, AS THEY CAN ENGAGE MORE MEANINGFULLY WITH COMPLEX TEXTS AND
PROBLEMS.

BeYonD THE CLASSROOM, CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS ARE INDISPENSABLE FOR NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF EVERYDAY LIFE.
THEY EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO MAKE SOUND FINANCIAL DECISIONS, RESIST PERSUASIVE ADVERTISING THAT MIGHT BE
MISLEADING, AND MAKE INFORMED CHOICES ABOUT THEIR HEALTH AND \WELL-BEING. IN A DEMOCRACY, CRITICAL THINKING IS VITAL
FOR ENGAGED CITIZENSHIP. |T ENABLES INDIVIDUALS TO ANALYZE POLITICAL RHETORIC, EVALUATE POLICY PROPOSALS, AND
PARTICIPATE IN CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE, LEADING TO A MORE INFORMED AND RESILIENT ELECTORATE. FURTHEEMORE,
EMPLOYERS CONSISTENTLY RANK CRITICAL THINKING AS ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT-AFTER SKILLS IN THE \WORKFORCE,
RECOGNIZING THAT INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN ANALYZE, PROBLEM-SOLVE, AND INNOVATE ARE INVALUABLE ASSETS.

THE TANGIBLE BENEFITS CAN BE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:

® |MPROVED ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND COMPREHENSION.
® ENHANCED PROBLEM-SOLVING ABILITIES.

BETTER DECISION-MAKING IN PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL LIFE.

® |NCREASED RESISTANCE TO MISINFORMATION AND MANIPULATION.



® MORE INFORMED AND ENGAGED CIVIC PARTICIPATION,

e (GREATER ADAPTARBILITY AND INNOVATION IN THE \WORKFORCE.

THESE ARE NOT JUST ABSTRACT IDEALS; THEY ARE PRACTICAL SKILLS THAT EQUIP INDIVIDUALS TO THRIVE IN AN
UNPREDICTABLE \WORLD.

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION

DESPITE THE CLEAR ADVANTAGES, FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN THE US FACES SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT HURDLES.
ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT IS THE PRESSURE OF STANDARDIZED TESTING. MANY SCHOOL SYSTEMS ARE DRIVEN BY METRICS
THAT PRIORITIZE EASILY MEASURABLE OUTCOMES, OFTEN LEADING TO A CURRICULUM THAT EMPHASIZES ROTE LEARNING AND
TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES OVER THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEEPER, MORE COMPLEX COGNITIVE SKILLS LIKE CRITICAL ANALYSIS. THis
CREATES A CHALLENGING ENVIRONMENT FOR EDUCATORS WHO WANT TO DEDICATE TIME TO CRITICAL THINKING ACTIVITIES THAT
MIGHT NOT DIRECTLY TRANSLATE TO HIGHER TEST SCORES IN THE SHORT TERM.

ANOTHER SUBSTANTIAL CHALLENGE LIES IN TEACHER TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. NOT ALL EDUCATORS ARE
EQUIPPED WITH THE PEDAGOGICAL KNOWLEDGE AND CONFIDENCE TO EFFECTIVELY TEACH CRITICAL THINKING. | T REQUIRES A SHIFT
IN TEACHING STYLE, MOVING FROM A DIDACTIC APPROACH TO ONE THAT ENCOURAGES INQUIRY, DEBATE, AND STUDENT-LED
EXPLORATION. PROVIDING ONGOING, HIGH-QUALITY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT THAT FOCUSES ON PRACTICAL STRATEGIES
FOR INTEGRATING CRITICAL THINKING ACROSS ALL SUBJECTS IS CRUCIAL. ADDITIONALLY, CURRICULUM DESIGN CAN BE A BARRIER,
SOMETIMES, CURRICULA ARE SO PACKED WITH CONTENT THAT THERE’S LITTLE ROOM FOR THE EXPLORATION AND DEEPER
THINKING THAT CRITICAL ANALYSIS DEMANDS. FINALLY, ASSESSMENT OF CRITICAL THINKING ITSELF IS COMPLEX. HOW DO WE
ACCURATELY MEASURE A STUDENT'S ABILITY TO ANALYZE, EVALUATE, AND SYNTHESIZE INFORMATION IN A WAY THAT IS BOTH
MEANINGFUL AND STANDARDIZED?

STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

FORTUNATELY, THERE ARE NUMEROUS EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES THAT CAN BE EMPLOYED TO CULTIVATE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
WITHIN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS. A FUNDAMENTAL APPROACH INVOLVES PEDAGOGICAL SHIFTS THAT ENCOURAGE ACTIVE
LEARNING AND INQUIRY-BASED INSTRUCTION. INSTEAD OF SIMPLY PRESENTING INFORMATION, EDUCATORS CAN POSE OPEN-ENDED
QUESTIONS, FACILITATE DEBATES, AND DESIGN PROJECTS THAT REQUIRE STUDENTS TO RESEARCH, ANALYZE, AND SYNTHESIZE
INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. THIS MOVES LEARNING FROM PASSIVE RECEPTION TO ACTIVE CONSTRUCTION OF
KNOWLEDGE.

PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING (PBL) IS ANOTHER POWERFUL TOOL. IN PBL, STUDENTS ARE PRESENTED WITH REAL-WORLD
PROBLEMS AND ARE TASKED WITH FINDING SOLUTIONS, REQUIRING THEM TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT THE ISSUES, IDENTIFY
RELEVANT INFORMATION, AND COLLABORATE TO DEVELOP STRATEGIES. SIMILARLY, CASE STUDIES OFFER A FRAMEWORK FOR
STUDENTS TO ANALYZE COMPLEX SITUATIONS, IDENTIFY KEY VARIABLES, AND PROPOSE REASONED RESPONSES. ENCOURAGING
METACOGNITION = THINKING ABOUT ONE'S OWN THINKING = IS ALSO VITAL. ACTIVITIES THAT PROMPT STUDENTS TO REFLECT
ON THEIR LEARNING PROCESS, IDENTIFY THEIR BIASES, AND EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR STRATEGIES CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THEIR CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES. FURTHERMORE, EXPOSING STUDENTS TO DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES
THROUGH LITERATURE, HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS, AND CURRENT EVENTS, AND ENCOURAGING THEM TO ANALYZE THESE DIFFERENT
VIEWPOINTS, HELPS BUILD INTELLECTUAL FLEXIBILITY AND THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND COMPLEX ISSUES FROM MULTIPLE
ANGLES. EXPLICITLY TEACHING ARGUMENTATION SKILLS, INCLUDING HOW TO CONSTRUCT A LOGICAL ARGUMENT AND IDENTIFY
LOGICAL FALLACIES, IS ALSO A DIRECT PATH TO IMPROVING CRITICAL ANALYSIS.

HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL STRATEGIES:

® |MPLEMENT SOCRATIC QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES.

UTILIZE CASE STUDIES AND REAL-WORLD PROBLEM-SOLVING SCENARIOS.

ENCOURAGE PEER REVIEW AND COLLABORATIVE LEARNING.

® FOSTER A CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT THAT VALUES QUESTIONING AND INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY.



® INTEGRATE METACOGNITIVE REFLECTION ACTIVITIES.
® TEACH EXPLICIT STRATEGIES FOR IDENTIFYING BIAS AND EVALUATING SOURCES.

o USE DEBATES AND STRUCTURED DISCUSSIONS TO EXPLORE COMPLEX TOPICS.

THESE METHODS ARE NOT ABOUT ADDING MORE TO THE CURRICULUM, BUT ABOUT TRANSFORMING HOW WE TEACH AND LEARN
WITHIN THE EXISTING FRAMEW ORK.

THe FUTURE ofF CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN THE US

THE TRAJECTORY OF CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN THE US IS ONE OF GROWING RECOGNITION AND INCREASING DEMAND. AS
THE WORLD BECOMES MORE COMPLEX AND INTERCONNECTED, THE NEED FOR CITIZENS WHO CAN THINK CRITICALLY WILL ONLY
INTENSIFY. WE ARE SEEING A GRADUAL BUT SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY, MOVING AWAY FROM AN OVER-
RELIANCE ON STANDARDIZED TESTING TOWARDS A MORE HOLISTIC APPROACH THAT VALUES DEEP UNDERSTANDING AND
ESSENTIAL LIFE SKILLS. THIS BODES WELL FOR THE FUTURE, AS MORE CURRICULA ARE LIKELY TO INTEGRATE CRITICAL THINKING
AS A CORE COMPETENCY.

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS ALSO PLAY A ROLE, OFFERING NEW TOOLS AND PLATFORMS FOR ENGAGING STUDENTS IN
CRITICAL THINKING ACTIVITIES. FROM ONLINE COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS TO Al-POWERED ANALYTICAL TOOLS, THE DIGITAL
LANDSCAPE PROVIDES FERTILE GROUND FOR INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES. HO\X/EVER, IT IS CRUCIAL THAT
TECHNOLOGY SERVES AS A FACILITATOR RATHER THAN A REPLACEMENT FOR MEANINGFUL HUMAN INTERACTION AND GUIDANCE.
THE CONTINUED EMPHASIS ON PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR EDUCATORS WILL BE PARAMOUNT , ENSURING THAT TEACHERS
ARE EMPOWERED AND EQUIPPED TO FOSTER THESE VITAL SKILLS. ULTIMATELY, THE FUTURE OF CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN
THE US HINGES ON A COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT — FROM POLICYMAKERS, EDUCATORS, PARENTS, AND STUDENTS — TO PRIORITIZE
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANALYTICAL, REFLECTIVE, AND INDEPENDENT THINKERS WHO ARE PREPARED TO FACE THE CHALLENGES AND
SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITIES OF TOMORROW.

Q: WHY IS CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION SO IMPORTANT FOR STUDENTS IN THE US
TODAY?

A: CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IS VITAL TODAY BECAUSE IT EQUIPS STUDENTS WITH THE ABILITY TO NAVIGATE A COMPLEX
INFORMATION LANDSCAPE, MAKE REASONED DECISIONS, SOLVE PROBLEMS EFFECTIVELY, AND PARTICIPATE MEANINGFULLY IN A
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. |T MOVES BEYOND ROTE MEMORIZATION TO FOSTER A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING AND ADAPTARBILITY
NECESSARY FOR THE 2 1ST CENTURY.

Q: WHAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF CRITICAL THINKING THAT ARE TAUGHT IN US
SCHOOLS?

A: KEY COMPONENTS INCLUDE ANALYSIS <BREAKING DOWN INFORMATION), INTERPRETATION (UNDERSTANDING MEANING),
INFERENCE (DRA\X/ING CONCLUSIONS)I EVALUATION (ASSESSING CREDIBILITY)/ EXPLANATION (ARTICULATING REASONING), AND
SELF-REGULATION (REFLECTING ON ONE'S OWN THINKING PROCESSES).

Q: How DOES CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION BENEFIT STUDENTS IN THEIR FUTURE
CAREERS?

A: EMPLOYERS HIGHLY VALUE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AS THEY LEAD TO IMPROVED PROBLEM-SOLVING, INNOVATION,
ADAPTABILITY, AND EFFECTIVE DECISION-MAKING, MAKING GRADUATES MORE COMPETITIVE AND VALUABLE IN THE \WORKFORCE.



QZ \X/HAT ARE THE MAIN CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION
ACROSS THE US?

A: CHALLENGES INCLUDE THE PRESSURE OF STANDARDIZED TESTING, INSUFFICIENT TEACHER TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT, CURRICULUM DESIGN LIMITATIONS, AND THE DIFFICULTY IN ACCURATELY ASSESSING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS.

Q: CAN CRITICAL THINKING BE TAUGHT AT ALL GRADE LEVELS , FROM ELEMENTARY TO
HIGHER EDUCATION?

A: ABSOLUTELY. CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS CAN AND SHOULD BE FOSTERED AT ALL GRADE LEVELS, WITH AGE-APPROPRIATE
METHODS AND INCREASING COMPLEXITY AS STUDENTS MATURE. EARLY INTRODUCTION BUILDS A STRONG FOUNDATION.

Q: WHAT ROLE DOES TECHNOLOGY PLAY IN CRITICAL THINKING EDUCATION IN THE US?

A: TECHNOLOGY CAN ENHANCE CRITICAL THINKING BY PROVIDING ACCESS TO DIVERSE INFORMATION, FACILITATING
COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS, OFFERING ANALYTICAL TOOLS, AND SUPPORTING INTERACTIVE LEARNING EXPERIENCES, BUT IT MUST
BE USED THOUGHTFULLY TO AUGMENT, NOT REPLACE, EFFECTIVE PEDAGOGY.

Q: How CAN PARENTS SUPPORT CRITICAL THINKING DEVELOPMENT IN THEIR CHILDREN AT
HOME?

A: PARENTS CAN ENCOURAGE CRITICAL THINKING BY ASKING OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS, ENGAGING IN THOUGHTFUL DISCUSSIONS,
ENCOURAGING CURIOSITY, MODELING ANALYTICAL BEHAVIOR, AND HELPING CHILDREN EVALUATE INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS
SOURCES.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC SUBJECTS WHERE CRITICAL THINKING IS MORE EMPHASIZED IN US
EDUCATION?

A: WHILE CRITICAL THINKING IS BENEFICIAL ACROSS ALL DISCIPLINES, IT IS OFTEN EXPLICITLY INTEGRATED INTO SUBJECTS LIKE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ANALYZING TEXTS)I SOCIAL STUDIES (E\/ALUATING HISTORICAL EVENTS AND PERSPECTIVES),
SCIENCE (HYPOTHESIS TESTING AND DATA ANALYSIS), AND MATHEMATICS (PROBLEM‘SOLVING).
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