CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY NEW JIM CROW

THe New JiM Crow: UNDERSTANDING CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY NEW JIM CROW CONCEPTS INTERTWINE TO REVEAL A DISTURBING PATTERN WITHIN AMERICAN
SOCIETY. THE MASS INCARCERATION THAT HAS SURGED OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE ”NE\X/JIM
CRO\X/,” CREATES PROFOUND CHALLENGES FOR INDIVIDUALS RETURNING TO COMMUNITIES AFTER INCARCERATION. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY, EXAMINING HOW THE LEGACY OF RACIAL CONTROL,
EMBEDDED WITHIN THE PRISON SYSTEM, CONTINUES TO IMPACT FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR REINTEGRATION
EFFORTS. WE WILL EXPLORE THE SYSTEMIC BARRIERS THEY FACE, THE DISPROPORTIONATE RACIAL IMPACT OF THESE POLICIES,
AND THE CRITICAL NEED FOR REFORMS THAT PROMOTE GENUINE REHABILITATION AND EQUITY. UNDERSTANDING THIS NEXUS IS
CRUCIAL FOR ANYONE SEEKING TO DISMANTLE SYSTEMIC INJUSTICE AND BUILD A MORE INCLUSIVE SOCIETY.
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UNDERSTANDING THE “New JiM Crow"” FRAMEWORK

THe TERM “THe NEw JiM CROW" WAS POPULARIZED BY MICHELLE ALEXANDER, WHO ARGUES THAT THE U.S. CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM FUNCTIONS AS A CONTEMPORARY SYSTEM OF RACIAL CONTROL, AKIN TO THE JIM CROW LAWS OF THE PAST. WHILE
OVERTLY DISCRIMINATORY LAWS ARE NOW ILLEGAL, ALEXANDER POSITS THAT THE W/ AR ON DRUGS AND THE SUBSEQUENT
EXPLOSION OF MASS INCARCERATION HAVE DISPROPORTIONATELY TARGETED AND CRIMINALIZED BLACK COMMUNITIES. THIS
CREATES A PERMANENT UNDERCASTE OF INDIVIDUALS, STRIPPED OF THEIR RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES, MUCH LIKE THOSE
DISENFRANCHISED BY THE ORIGINAL JIM CROW REGIME. THE FOCUS HERE IS NOT ON INDIVIDUAL PREJUDICE, BUT ON SYSTEMIC
STRUCTURES AND POLICIES THAT, REGARDLESS OF INTENT, PRODUCE RACIALLY DISPARATE OUTCOMES.

THIS FRAMEWORK IS PARTICULARLY RELEVANT WHEN EXAMINING CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY. THE VERY ACT OF BEING
LABELED A CRIMINAL, OFTEN A CONSEQUENCE OF POLICIES THAT ARE AGGRESSIVELY ENFORCED IN CERTAIN COMMUNITIES,
CREATES A STIGMA THAT FOLLOWS INDIVIDUALS LONG AFTER THEIR RELEASE. THIS LABEL CAN BE MORE POWERFUL THAN ANY
OVERT DISCRIMINATORY LAW, EFFECTIVELY BARRING ACCESS TO HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION, AND EVEN THE RIGHT TO
VOTE. THE SYSTEM, THEREFORE, DOESNIT_JUST PUNISH CRIME; IT CREATES A CLASS OF CITIZENS WHO ARE PERPETUALLY
MARGINALIZED.

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND REENTRY CHALLENGES

THE JOURNEY OF REENTRY IS FRAUGHT WITH OBSTACLES, MANY OF WHICH ARE DIRECTLY CREATED OR EXACERBATED BY THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ITSELF. UPON RELEASE, INDIVIDUALS ARE OFTEN THRUST BACK INTO SOCIETY WITH LITTLE SUPPORT,
A CRIMINAL RECORD, AND A HOST OF LEGAL RESTRICTIONS. THIS LACK OF PREPARATION AND ONGOING SYSTEMIC HURDLES MAKE
SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT, OFTEN LEADING TO RECIDIVISM AND A CYCLE OF INCARCERATION.

PosT-ReELEASE SUPERVISION AND ITS IMPACT

PROBATION AND PAROLE ARE COMMON FORMS OF POST-RELEASE SUPERVISION, DESIGNED TO MONITOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED



INDIVIDUALS AND ENSURE THEY ADHERE TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS. WHILE INTENDED AS A SUPPORTIVE MECHANISM, THESE
SYSTEMS CAN ALSO BECOME A TRAP. TECHNICAL VIOLATIONS OF PAROLE OR PROBATION, SUCH AS MISSING AN APPOINTMENT
WITH A PAROLE OFFICER OR FAILING A DRUG TEST, CAN LEAD TO RE-INCARCERATION, EVEN IF NO NEW CRIME HAS BEEN
COMMITTED. THIS CREATES A CONSTANT STATE OF ANXIETY AND CAN HINDER AN INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO SECURE STABLE
EMPLOYMENT OR HOUSING, AS THEY MUST ALWAYS BE AVAILABLE FOR SUPERVISION.

THE CoLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES oF A CRIMINAL RECORD

BEYOND DIRECT SUPERVISION, THE “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” OF A CRIMINAL RECORD ARE PERHAPS THE MOST PERVASIVE
BARRIERS TO REENTRY. THESE ARE LEGAL AND REGULATORY RESTRICTIONS THAT AUTOMATICALLY ARISE FROM A CRIMINAL
CONVICTION. THEY CAN INCLUDE:

® |NELIGIBILITY FOR MANY FORMS OF PUBLIC HOUSING.

RESTRICTIONS ON OBTAINING PROFESSIONAL LICENSES, SUCH AS IN HEALTHCARE, EDUCATION, OR SKILLED TRADES.
® DISQUALIFICATION FROM FEDERAL STUDENT AID FOR EDUCATION.
® |_OSS OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN MANY STATES.

o DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING EMPLOYMENT, AS MANY EMPLOYERS ARE HESITANT TO HIRE INDIVIDUALS WITH A CRIMINAL
HISTORY.

THESE CONSEQUENCES ARE NOT UNIVERSALLY APPLIED, AND THEIR SEVERITY CAN DEPEND ON THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE AND
THE STATE IN WHICH AN INDIVIDUAL RESIDES, FURTHER COMPLICATING THE REENTRY PROCESS.

RACIAL DISPARITIES IN INCARCERATION AND REENTRY

THE ”NE\X/JIM Crow"” FRAMEWORK IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ON
RACIAL MINORITIES, PARTICULARLY BLACK AMERICANS. THIS DISPARITY BEGINS AT THE POINT OF ARREST AND CONVICTION AND
CONTINUES THROUGHOUT THE REENTRY PROCESS.

THE W AR oN DRUGS AND ITS LEGACY

THE W AR ON DRUGS, INITIATED IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY, LED TO A DRAMATIC INCREASE IN ARRESTS AND
INCARCERATIONS, ESPECIALLY FOR NON-VIOLENT DRUG OFFENSES. DESPITE SIMILAR RATES OF DRUG USE ACROSS RACIAL
GROUPS, BLACK AND LATINO COMMUNITIES HAVE BEEN POLICED MORE HEAVILY, LEADING TO SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER ARREST AND
CONVICTION RATES. THIS HAS RESULTED IN A DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER OF PEOPLE OF COLOR ENTERING THE PRISON SYSTEM
AND, CONSEQUENTLY , FACING REENTRY CHALLENGES.

DisPARATE IMPACT ON REENTRY OUTCOMES

THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF AGGRESSIVE POLICING, HARSHER SENTENCING, AND THE ENDURING STIGMA OF A CRIMINAL RECORD
MEANS THAT BLACK AND BROWN INDIVIDUALS OFTEN FACE A STEEPER UPHILL BATTLE UPON RELEASE. THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO
ENCOUNTER HOUSING DISCRIMINATION, EXPERIENCE HIGHER UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, AND HAVE FEWER RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO
SUPPORT THEIR REINTEGRATION. THIS PERPETUATES CYCLES OF POVERTY AND INCARCERATION WITHIN THESE COMMUNITIES,
MIRRORING THE SOCIAL CONTROL MECHANISMS OF THEJIM CROW ERA.



BARRIERS TO SUCCESSFUL REENTRY

SUCCESSFUL REENTRY IS NOT SIMPLY ABOUT WALKING OUT OF PRISON GATES, IT'S ABOUT REBUILDING A LIFE FROM SCRATCH,
OFTEN IN THE FACE OF OVERWHELMING ODDS. THE BARRIERS ARE MULTIFACETED, TOUCHING NEARLY EVERY ASPECT OF DAILY
LIFE.

EMPLOYMENT DIFFICULTIES

For MANY, EMPLOYMENT IS THE CORNERSTONE OF A STABLE AND PRODUCTIVE LIFE. HO\)VEVER, INDIVIDUALS WITH A CRIMINAL
RECORD OFTEN FACE SIGNIFICANT HURDLES IN SECURING MEANINGFUL WORK. EMPLOYERS MAY BE RELUCTANT TO HIRE THEM DUE
TO PERCEIVED RISK, INSURANCE CONCERNS, OR LEGAL RESTRICTIONS. EVEN FOR THOSE WHO CAN FIND WORK, IT IS OFTEN LOW ™
WAGE, UNSTABLE EMPLOYMENT WITH FEW BENEFITS, MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE AND SUPPORT A
FAMILY.

HOUSING INSTABILITY

STABLE HOUSING IS ANOTHER CRITICAL COMPONENT OF SUCCESSFUL REENTRY. HO\WEVER, INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS
FREQUENTLY STRUGGLE TO FIND SAFE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING. MANY LANDLORDS ARE UNWILLING TO RENT TO THEM, AND
ELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMS IS OFTEN RESTRICTED FOR THOSE WITH FELONY CONVICTIONS. THIS CAN LEAD TO
HOMELESSNESS OR RELIANCE ON UNSTABLE LIVING SITUATIONS, WHICH CAN INCREASE STRESS AND THE LIKELIHOOD OF
REOFFENDING.

SocIAL STIGMA AND ISOLATION

THE SOCIAL STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH INCARCERATION CAN BE PROFOUND. FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS MAY FACE
REJECTION FROM FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND THEIR COMMUNITIES, LEADING TO ISOLATION AND A LACK OF SOCIAL SUPPORT. THIS CAN
MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO ACCESS RESOURCES, REBUILD RELATIONSHIPS, AND FIND A SENSE OF BELONGING, ALL OF WHICH ARE VITAL
FOR POSITIVE REINTEGRATION.

ACCESS To EDUCATION AND TRAINING

For MANY, A CRIMINAL CONVICTION CAN INTERRUPT OR END EDUCATIONAL PURSUITS. UPonN RELEASE, ACCESSING FURTHER
EDUCATION OR VOCATIONAL TRAINING CAN BE CHALLENGING DUE TO FINANCIAL LIMITATIONS AND ELIGIBILITY RESTRICTIONS.
W/ ITHOUT OPPORTUNITIES TO GAIN NEW SKILLS OR ENHANCE EXISTING ONES, INDIVIDUALS MAY BE RELEGATED TO LOW-PAYING
JOBS, HINDERING THEIR LONG~TERM ECONOMIC PROSPECTS.

THE RoLE oF PoLICY IN PERPETUATING INEQUALITY

THE SYSTEMIC NATURE OF THE "NE\X/JIM Crow" IS LARGELY A PRODUCT OF DELIBERATE POLICY CHOICES. THESE POLICIES,
OFTEN ENACTED UNDER THE GUISE OF PUBLIC SAFETY, HAVE HAD A PROFOUND AND OFTEN DEVASTATING IMPACT ON
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.



SENTENCING LAWS AND THEIR DISPARATE IMPACT

STRICT SENTENCING LAWS, INCLUDING MANDATORY MINIMUMS AND “ THREE-STRIKES” LAWS, HAVE CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY
TO MASS INCARCERATION. THESE POLICIES OFTEN REMOVE JUDICIAL DISCRETION, LEADING TO DISPROPORTIONATELY HARSH
SENTENCES FOR OFFENSES THAT ARE MORE FREQUENTLY PROSECUTED IN MINORITY COMMUNITIES. THE LONG PRISON SENTENCES
THAT RESULT FROM THESE LAWS MEAN THAT INDIVIDUALS SPEND MORE TIME AWAY FROM THEIR FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES,
EXACERBATING REENTRY CHALLENGES UPON RELEASE.

CoLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES AS PoLicy

AS PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED, THE MYRIAD OF "’ COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” ARE NOT ACCIDENTS; THEY ARE, IN MANY CASES,
BAKED INTO LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS. THESE POLICIES ACT AS A FORM OF PERMANENT PUNISHMENT , EFFECTIVELY
CREATING A CASTE SYSTEM. REFORMING THESE POLICIES, SUCH AS THROUGH “BAN THE BOX” INITIATIVES THAT DELAY
QUESTIONS ABOUT CRIMINAL HISTORY IN THE HIRING PROCESS, ARE CRUCIAL STEPS TOWARDS DISMANTLING THIS SYSTEM.

LAck oF REENTRY SUPPORT SERVICES

A SIGNIFICANT POLICY FAILING IS THE CHRONIC UNDERFUNDING AND LACK OF COMPREHENSIVE REENTRY SUPPORT SERVICES. W/HILE
SOME PROGRAMS EXIST, THEY ARE OFTEN INSUFFICIENT TO MEET THE IMMENSE NEEDS OF THE RETURNING POPULATION. THiS
INCLUDES INADEQUATE ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT, JOB TRAINING, AND
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING.

PATHWAYS TO REFORM AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

ADDRESSING THE COMPLEXITIES OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY AND THE HNE\X/JIM Crow” REQUIRES A MULTI-PRONGED
APPROACH FOCUSED ON SYSTEMIC REFORM AND A SHIFT TOWARDS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRINCIPLES.

LeGISLATIVE ReErForMS AND PoLicY CHANGES

MEANINGFUL CHANGE NECESSITATES LEGISLATIVE ACTION. THIS INCLUDES:

® REFORMING SENTENCING LAWS TO REDUCE MANDATORY MINIMUMS AND EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION FOR
NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES.

e |MPLEMENTING “BAN THE BOX"” LEGISLATION NATIONALLY AND STRENGTHENING FAIR CHANCE HIRING PRACTICES.
® RESTORING VOTING RIGHTS FOR ALL FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS.

® EXPANDING ACCESS TO PELL GRANTS AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL FUNDING FOR INCARCERATED AND FORMERLY
INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS.

® REFORMING PAROLE AND PROBATION SYSTEMS TO BE MORE REHABILITATIVE AND LESS PUNITIVE.



INVESTING IN REENTRY PROGRAMS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS

ROBUST INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY-BASED REENTRY PROGRAMS IS ESSENTIAL. | HESE PROGRAMS SHOULD PROVIDE A
CONTINUUM OF CARE, INCLUDING:

L4 JOB TRAINING AND PLACEMENT SERVICES TAILORED TO IN-DEMAND INDUSTRIES.

® AFFORDABLE AND STABLE HOUSING OPTIONS.

ACCESSIBLE MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.
® | IFE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AND PEER SUPPORT NETWORKS.

e FAMILY REUNIFICATION SERVICES.

SUCH PROGRAMS ARE NOT MERELY AN EXPENDITURE; THEY ARE AN INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE WELL-BEING OF OUR
COMMUNITIES.

PROMOTING RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

A FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT TOWARDS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OFFERS A PATHWAY TO HEAL COMMUNITIES AND ADDRESS THE HARM
CAUSED BY CRIME. RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FOCUSES ON REPAIRING HARM, BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS, AND HOLDING INDIVIDUALS
ACCOUNTABLE IN WAYS THAT GO BEYOND PUNISHMENT. THIS CAN INVOLVE VICTIM-OFFENDER DIALOGUE, COMMUNITY
CONFERENCING, AND OTHER PROCESSES THAT PRIORITIZE HEALING AND REINTEGRATION RATHER THAN SOLELY RETRIBUTION. By
FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING AND EMPATHY, RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CAN CREATE A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE FUTURE FOR ALL.

FAQ SecTioN

Q: How poes THe coNcerPT ofF “THe New JiM CRow" RELATE TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM REENTRY?

A: THe “New Jim CRow"” REFERS TO THE IDEA THAT THE CURRENT U.S. CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY THROUGH
MASS INCARCERATION AND ITS LASTING CONSEQUENCES, FUNCTIONS AS A MODERN SYSTEM OF RACIAL CONTROL, SIMILAR TO
THE JiM CROW LAWS OF THE PAST. THIS DIRECTLY IMPACTS CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY BECAUSE THE
DISPROPORTIONATE INCARCERATION OF MINORITY GROUPS, COUPLED WITH THE COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES OF A CRIMINAL
RECORD, CREATES SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION INTO SOCIETY FOR THESE INDIVIDUALS.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS
FACE DURING REENTRY?

A: FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS FACE A MULTITUDE OF BARRIERS, INCLUDING DIFFICULTY SECURING STABLE
EMPLOYMENT DUE TO A CRIMINAL RECORD, CHALLENGES IN FINDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING, SOCIAL STIGMA AND ISOLATION, AND
LIMITED ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING. THESE OBSTACLES ARE OFTEN EXACERBATED BY ONGOING
SUPERVISION REQUIREMENTS AND THE MYRIAD OF LEGAL RESTRICTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH A CRIMINAL CONVICTION.

Q: WHY ARE RACIAL DISPARITIES A CENTRAL THEME IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY AND “THE New Jim CrRow”?

A: RACIAL DISPARITIES ARE CENTRAL BECAUSE DATA CONSISTENTLY SHOWS THAT BLACK AND BROWN INDIVIDUALS ARE
DISPROPORTIONATELY ARRESTED, CONVICTED, AND INCARCERATED, PARTICULARLY FOR DRUG OFFENSES, DUE TO SYSTEMIC



BIASES IN POLICING AND SENTENCING. THIS MEANS THAT REENTRY CHALLENGES ARE NOT EXPERIENCED EQUALLY, MINORITY
COMMUNITIES BEAR A HEAVIER BURDEN OF MASS INCARCERATION, AND THUS FACE GREATER OBSTACLES IN REINTEGRATING INTO
SOCIETY.

Q: WHAT ARE “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES" AND HOW DO THEY IMPEDE REENTRY?

A: COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES ARE LEGAL AND REGULATORY RESTRICTIONS THAT AUTOMATICALLY ATTACH TO A CRIMINAL
CONVICTION, INDEPENDENT OF DIRECT PUNISHMENT. THESE CAN INCLUDE LOSING THE RIGHT TO VOTE, INELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC
HOUSING OR FEDERAL STUDENT AID, AND SIGNIFICANT HURDLES IN OBTAINING PROFESSIONAL LICENSES AND EMPLOYMENT. THeY
EFFECTIVELY CREATE A PERMANENT UNDERCASTE, MAKING IT INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT FOR INDIVIDUALS TO REESTABLISH
THEMSELVES FULLY IN SOCIETY.

Q: How CAN POLICY CHANGES HELP ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM REENTRY IN THE CONTEXT OF “THE New JiMm Crow"'?

A: POLICY CHANGES ARE CRUCIAL. THIS INCLUDES REFORMING SENTENCING LAWS, IMPLEMENTING “BAN THE BOX” INITIATIVES TO
IMPROVE EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS, RESTORING VOTING RIGHTS, AND INCREASING FUNDING FOR COMPREHENSIVE REENTRY SUPPORT
SERVICES LIKE JOB TRAINING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE. THE GOAL IS TO DISMANTLE THE SYSTEMIC
BARRIERS THAT PERPETUATE CYCLES OF INCARCERATION AND INEQUALITY.

QI \WHAT IS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE , AND HOW DOES IT OFFER AN ALTERNATIVE
APPROACH TO REENTRY?

A: RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FOCUSES ON REPAIRING HARM AND BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS RATHER THAN SOLELY ON PUNISHMENT. IN
THE CONTEXT OF REENTRY, IT CAN INVOLVE PROCESSES THAT BRING TOGETHER VICTIMS, OFFENDERS, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS
TO ADDRESS THE IMPACT OF CRIME, FOSTER ACCOUNTABILITY, AND PROMOTE HEALING AND REINTEGRATION. IT EMPHASIZES THE
NEEDS OF VICTIMS AND THE COMMUNITY, AND SEEKS TO REINTEGRATE THE OFFENDER IN A CONSTRUCTIVE WAY.

QZ ARE THERE SPECIFIC PROGRAMS THAT HAVE PROVEN EFFECTIVE IN ASSISTING
INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REENTRY?

A: YES, EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS OFTEN FOCUS ON HOLISTIC SUPPORT. THESE INCLUDE EVIDENCE-BASED JOB TRAINING AND
PLACEMENT, TRANSITIONAL HOUSING INITIATIVES, SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT INTEGRATED WITH
REENTRY PLANNING, AND PROGRAMS THAT HELP INDIVIDUALS NAVIGATE THE LEGAL AND SOCIAL COMPLEXITIES OF RETURNING TO
THEIR COMMUNITIES. PEER SUPPORT AND MENTORSHIP ARE ALSO VITAL COMPONENTS.
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