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EXAMPLES

SpARk YOUR SToRY: CREATIVE NONFICTION WRITING PROMPTS FOR COMPELLING W/RITING EXAMPLES

CREATIVE NONFICTION WRITING PROMPTS FOR WRITING EXAMPLES ARE THE BEDROCK OF DISCOVERING AND ARTICULATING
PERSONAL TRUTHS IN ENGAGING NARRATIVES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE HEART OF CRAFTING COMPELLING CREATIVE
NONFICTION, OFFERING A RICH TAPESTRY OF PROMPTS DESIGNED TO UNLOCK YOUR UNIQUE VOICE AND EXPERIENCES. WELL
EXPLORE HOW THESE PROMPTS CAN SERVE AS SPRINGBOARDS FOR POWERFUL WRITING EXAMPLES, COVERING DIVERSE THEMES
FROM MEMORY AND IDENTITY TO SOCIAL OBSERVATION AND THE ORDINARY MADE EXTRAORDINARY. WHETHER YOU'RE A
SEASONED WRITER SEEKING FRESH INSPIRATION OR A BEGINNER EAGER TO EXPLORE THE GENRE, THESE PROMPTS ARE CURATED TO
IGNITE YOUR IMAGINATION AND GUIDE YOU TOWARD CRAFTING RESONANT AND IMPACTFUL STORIES. PREPARE TO DIVE DEEP INTO
THE ART OF TRANSFORMING LIVED EXPERIENCE INTO CAPTIVATING LITERARY NONFICTION.
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UNDERSTANDING CREATIVE NONFICTION

CREATIVE NONFICTION, OFTEN CALLED LITERARY NONFICTION OR NARRATIVE NONFICTION, IS A GENRE THAT EMPLOYS LITERARY
TECHNIQUES—SUCH AS THOSE FOUND IN FICTION, POETRY, AND DRAMA—TO CREATE COMPELLING NARRATIVES ABOUT
FACTUAL EVENTS AND PEOPLE. T HE CORE PRINCIPLE IS TRUTH, BUT THE DELIVERY IS ARTFUL. IT>S ABOUT MORE THAN JUST
REPORTING FACTS,; IT’S ABOUT SHAPING THOSE FACTS INTO A STORY THAT HAS A BEGINNING, A MIDDLE, AND AN END, COMPLETE
WITH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, SETTING, CONFLICT, AND RESOLUTION, ALL WHILE REMAINING GROUNDED IN REALITY. THE GOAL
IS TO EVOKE EMOTION, FOSTER UNDERSTANDING, AND OFFER A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE WORLD AS IT IS, NOT AS IT MIGHT
BE IMAGINED.

THINK OF IT AS TRUTH WITH A SOUL. UNLIKE PURELY ACADEMIC OR JOURNALISTIC WRITING, CREATIVE NONFICTION INVITES THE
READER INTO THE WRITER'S EXPERIENCE OR OBSERVATION. |T ALLOWS FOR REFLECTION, INTROSPECTION, AND THE EXPLORATION
OF SUBJECTIVE TRUTH ALONGSIDE OBJECTIVE FACTS. THIS GENRE IS INCREDIBLY VERSATILE, ENCOMPASSING MEMOIRS, PERSONAL
ESSAYS, TRAVEL WRITING, INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM, AND SO MUCH MORE. THE BEAUTY LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO CONNECT
\WITH READERS ON A DEEPLY HUMAN LEVEL BY REVEALING THE RICHNESS AND COMPLEXITY OF REAL-LIFE EXPERIENCES.

THE POWER OF PERSONAL MEMORY PROMPTS

OUR MEMORIES ARE VAST LANDSCAPES OF PERSONAL HISTORY, OFTEN HOLDING THE RAW MATERIAL FOR PROFOUND CREATIVE
NONFICTION. PROMPTS THAT DELVE INTO MEMORY ENCOURAGE US TO EXCAVATE SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS, FEELINGS, AND SENSORY
DETAILS. THEY CHALLENGE US TO NOT JUST RECALL AN EVENT, BUT TO RELIVE IT, TO UNDERSTAND ITS IMPACT, AND TO
TRANSLATE THAT INTERNAL EXPERIENCE INTO EXTERNAL PROSE. THESE PROMPTS ARE INVALUABLE FOR GENERATING WRITING
EXAMPLES THAT ARE EMOTIONALLY RESONANT AND DEEPLY PERSONAL.



RecALLING A DerINING CHILDHOOD MOMENT

EVERY CHILDHOOD IS PUNCTUATED BY MOMENTS THAT SHAPE WHO WE BECOME. CONSIDER A SINGLE, VIVID MEMORY FROM YOUR
CHILDHOOD THAT FELT SIGNIFICANT AT THE TIME, OR ONE THAT HAS GAINED SIGNIFICANCE IN RETROSPECT. W/HAT WERE THE
SIGHTS, SOUNDS, SMELLS, AND EMOTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH IT? WHO WAS THERE, AND WHAT WAS SAID OR UNSAID?
FOCUSING ON THE SENSORY DETAILS AND YOUR YOUNGER SELF'S PERSPECTIVE CAN UNLOCK A POWERFUL NARRATIVE. FOR
INSTANCE, A MEMORY OF LEARNING TO RIDE A BIKE COULD BE TRANSFORMED INTO AN EXPLORATION OF FEAR, TRIUMPH, AND
NEWFOUND INDEPENDENCE. THE PROMPT ENCOURAGES YOU TO EXPLORE THE ‘WHY' BEHIND THE FEELING, NOT JUST THE "WHAT' OF
THE EVENT.

THe OBJECT OF SIGNIFICANCE

OBJECTS ARE POWERFUL ANCHORS FOR MEMORY. CHOOSE AN OBJECT FROM YOUR PAST THAT HOLDS A STRONG EMOTIONAL
CHARGE FOR YOU — IT COULD BE A WORN PHOTOGRAPH, A CHILDHOOD TOY, A PIECE OF JEWELRY, OR EVEN A MUNDANE ITEM LIKE
A CHIPPED MUG. WRITE ABOUT THE OBJECT ITSELF, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, WRITE ABOUT THE MEMORIES, FEELINGS, AND
STORIES IT EVOKES. WHAT IS ITS HISTORY, BOTH BEFORE IT CAME TO YOU AND DURING ITS TIME WITH you? THIS PROMPT
ALLOWS FOR A TANGIBLE ENTRY POINT INTO A COMPLEX WEB OF PERSONAL HISTORY, CREATING ACCESSIBLE WRITING EXAMPLES
THAT ARE RICH IN EVOCATIVE DETAIL.

A MOMENT OF REALIZATION OR EPIPHANY

LIFE IS A SERIES OF SMALL AND LARGE REALIZATIONS. THINK OF A MOMENT WHEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF
SOMETHING™YOURSELF, ANOTHER PERSON, THE WORLD—SHIFTED DRAMATICALLY. THIS COULD BE A QUIET DAWNING OR A
SUDDEN, IMPACTFUL INSIGHT. EXPLORE THE CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING UP TO THIS REALIZATION, THE MOMENT ITSELF, AND ITS
SUBSEQUENT IMPACT ON YOUR PERSPECTIVE OR ACTIONS. WHAT DID YOU BELIEVE BEFORE, AND WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE NOW?
THIS PROMPT IS EXCELLENT FOR DEVELOPING WRITING EXAMPLES THAT EXPLORE PERSONAL GROWTH AND INTELLECTUAL OR
EMOTIONAL EVOLUTION.

EXPLORING IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY PROMPTS

W/HO ARE WE? THIS FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION DRIVES MUCH OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE AND IS A FERTILE GROUND FOR CREATIVE
NONFICTION. PROMPTS FOCUSED ON IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY PUSH WRITERS TO EXAMINE THEIR ORIGINS, THEIR EVOLVING
SELVES, AND THE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR SENSE OF BEING. THESE ARE OFTEN DEEPLY INTROSPECTIVE PROMPTS
THAT YIELD HIGHLY PERSONAL YET UNIVERSALLY RELATABLE WRITING EXAMPLES.

TRACING YOUR RooOTS AND HERITAGE

\W/HERE DO YOU COME FROM, NOT JUST GEOGRAPHICALLY, BUT CULTURALLY AND ANCESTRALLY? RESEARCH OR REFLECT UPON
YOUR FAMILY HISTORY, CULTURAL BACKGROUND, OR PLACE OF ORIGIN. How HAVE THESE ELEMENTS INFLUENCED YOUR IDENTITY,
YOUR BELIEFS, AND YOUR WORLDVIEW? THIS COULD INVOLVE INTERVIEWING FAMILY MEMBERS, EXPLORING GENEALOGICAL
RECORDS, OR REFLECTING ON TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS THAT ARE PART OF YOUR HERITAGE. THE GOAL IS TO UNDERSTAND THE
THREADS THAT CONNECT YOU TO YOUR PAST AND HOW THEY MANIFEST IN YOUR PRESENT SELF, CREATING INTRICATE AND
LAYERED WRITING EXAMPLES.

A TiMe You FeLT Like AN OUTSIDER

EXPERIENCING LIFE FROM THE PERIPHERY CAN BE A PROFOUND LENS THROUGH WHICH TO VIEW THE WORLD AND UNDERSTAND

BELONGING. DESCRIBE A TIME WHEN YOU FELT LIKE AN OUTSIDER, WHETHER DUE TO YOUR BACKGROUND, BELIEFS, APPEARANCE,
OR CIRCUMSTANCE. WHAT WERE THE SPECIFIC FEELINGS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS MARGINALIZATION? HOW DID YOU NAVIGATE
THAT EXPERIENCE, AND WHAT DID YOU LEARN ABOUT YOURSELF AND ABOUT SOCIAL DYNAMICS? THIS PROMPT CAN LEAD TO



POWERFUL WRITING EXAMPLES THAT EXPLORE THEMES OF EMPATHY, RESILIENCE, AND THE HUMAN NEED FOR CONNECTION.

THe EvoruTioN oF A Core BELIEF

OUR BELIEFS ARE NOT STATIC, THEY SHIFT AND EVOLVE THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES. IDENTIFY A CORE BELIEF YOU HOLD NOW AND
TRACE ITS ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT. W/ AS THERE A SPECIFIC EVENT, PERSON, OR PIECE OF KNOWLEDGE THAT CHALLENGED OR
SOLIDIFIED THIS BELIEF? HOW HAS IT CHANGED OVER TIME? THIS PROMPT ENCOURAGES A NARRATIVE ARC OF INTELLECTUAL AND
EMOTIONAL TRANSFORMATION, OFFERING COMPELLING WRITING EXAMPLES THAT SHOWCASE PERSONAL GROWTH AND THE
DYNAMIC NATURE OF CONVICTION.

PrOMPTS FOR OBSERVING THE W/ ORLD AROUND You

CREATIVE NONFICTION ISN'T SOLELY ABOUT INTROSPECTION;, IT'S ALSO ABOUT ENGAGING WITH THE EXTERNAL WORLD WITH A
KEEN, OBSERVANT EYE. THESE PROMPTS ENCOURAGE WRITERS TO LOOK CLOSELY AT THE PEOPLE, PLACES, AND EVENTS THAT
POPULATE THEIR SURROUNDINGS, FINDING THE EXTRAORDINARY IN THE ORDINARY. THEY ARE EXCELLENT FOR DEVELOPING WRITING
EXAMPLES THAT ARE RICH IN SOCIAL COMMENTARY AND KEEN OBSERVATION.

PeEoPLE-W/ ATCHING FOR A STORY

FIND A PUBLIC PLACE—A PARK BENCH, A BUSTLING CAFE, A TRAIN STATION—AND OBSERVE THE PEOPLE AROUND YOU. CHOOSE
ONE INDIVIDUAL OR A SMALL GROUP AND INVENT A NARRATIVE FOR THEM BASED ON YOUR OBSERVATIONS. WHAT ARE THEY
WEARING? HOW ARE THEY INTERACTING? WHAT MIGHT THEIR LIVES BE LIKE? REMEMBER TO GROUND YOUR NARRATIVE IN WHAT
YOU ACTUALLY SEE AND HEAR, BUT ALLOW YOUR IMAGINATION TO FILL IN THE PLAUSIBLE DETAILS. THIS PROMPT IS FANTASTIC
FOR HONING OBSERVATIONAL SKILLS AND CREATING CHARACTER-DRIVEN WRITING EXAMPLES.

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A PLACE

CHOOSE A PLACE THAT HOLDS SIGNIFICANCE FOR YOU — YOUR CHILDHOOD HOME, A FAVORITE LOCAL HAUNT, A CITY STREET,
OR EVEN A NATURAL LANDSCAPE. IMAGINE THIS PLACE COULD SPEAK; WHAT STORY WOULD IT TELL? CONSIDER ITS HISTORY,
THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE PASSED THROUGH IT, THE CHANGES IT HAS WITNESSED, AND ITS EMOTIONAL RESONANCE. \WRITE FROM
THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE PLACE ITSELF, OR WRITE ABOUT THE PLACE AS A CHARACTER IN A LARGER NARRATIVE. THIS EXERCISE
ENCOURAGES DETAILED DESCRIPTION AND AN APPRECIATION FOR THE SILENT STORIES EMBEDDED IN OUR ENVIRONMENTS, LEADING
TO EVOCATIVE WRITING EXAMPLES.

DocuUMENTING A LocAL PHENOMENON

IS THERE A RECURRING EVENT, A LOCAL TRADITION, AN UNUSUAL COMMUNITY PRACTICE, OR A PERSISTENT QUIRK IN YOUR TOWN
OR CITY? INVESTIGATE IT. WHAT IS ITS HISTORY? W/HO PARTICIPATES AND WHY? \WHAT IS THE ATMOSPHERE LIKE? THIS
PROMPT CAN LEAD TO PIECES THAT FEEL LIKE EMBEDDED JOURNALISM, REVEALING THE UNIQUE CULTURAL FABRIC OF A SPECIFIC
LOCATION. TS ABOUT REVEALING THE HUMAN STORIES BEHIND OBSERVABLE PATTERNS, PERFECT FOR FACTUAL YET ENGAGING
WRITING EXAMPLES.

EVERYDAY MOMENTS, EXTRAORDINARY STORIES PROMPTS

OFTEN, THE MOST PROFOUND TRUTHS AND COMPELLING NARRATIVES ARE FOUND IN THE SEEMINGLY MUNDANE ASPECTS OF DAILY
LIFE. THESE PROMPTS CHALLENGE WRITERS TO FIND THE WONDER, THE HUMOR, THE PATHOS, AND THE UNIVERSAL IN THE
EVERYDAY. THEY ARE ESSENTIAL FOR CREATING WRITING EXAMPLES THAT DEMONSTRATE HOW REMARKABLE STORIES CAN EMERGE



FROM THE ORDINARY.

A CONVERSATION THAT LINGERED

ReECALL A BRIEF, PERHAPS EVEN FLEETING, CONVERSATION YOU HAD WITH SOMEONE — A STRANGER, A CASHIER, A COLLEAGUE, A
FAMILY MEMBER. WHAT WAS SAID, AND WHAT WAS THE UNSPOKEN SUBTEXT? HOW DID THAT SHORT EXCHANGE AFFECT YOU,
OR WHAT DID IT REVEAL ABOUT HUMAN INTERACTION? SOMETIMES, THE MOST POTENT STORIES ARE BORN FROM THE SMALLEST
OF INTERACTIONS, OFFERING A MICROCOSM OF LARGER HUMAN EXPERIENCES AND RESULTING IN FOCUSED, IMPACTFUL WRITING
EXAMPLES.

THe RiITUuAL oF A DAILY TAsk

THINK ABOUT A ROUTINE TASK YOU PERFORM REGULARLY — MAKING COFFEE, COMMUTING TO WORK, WALKING THE DOG,
PREPARING DINNER. CAN YOU FIND A STORY WITHIN THIS ROUTINE? EXPLORE THE SENSORY DETAILS, THE THOUGHTS THAT
OCCUPY YOUR MIND DURING THIS TASK, OR A SPECIFIC INSTANCE WHERE THE ROUTINE WAS DISRUPTED OR IMBUED WITH SPECIAL
MEANING. THIS PROMPT HELPS UNCOVER THE HIDDEN NARRATIVES AND MEDITATIVE QUALITIES WITHIN OUR DAILY HABITS,
CREATING WRITING EXAMPLES THAT CELEBRATE THE QUIET RHYTHMS OF LIFE.

AN UNEXPECTED ENCOUNTER WITH NATURE

EVEN IN URBAN ENVIRONMENTS, ENCOUNTERS WITH NATURE CAN BE SURPRISING AND MEANINGFUL. DESCRIBE A TIME YOU
EXPERIENCED SOMETHING UNEXPECTED FROM THE NATURAL WORLD: AN UNUSUAL BIRD SIGHTING, A RESILIENT PLANT GROWING
THROUGH CONCRETE, A SUDDEN STORM, OR A QUIET MOMENT WATCHING THE STARS. How DID THIS ENCOUNTER AFFECT YOUR
MOOD OR YOUR PERSPECTIVE? THIS PROMPT ENCOURAGES A DEEPER CONNECTION WITH THE NATURAL WORLD AND CAN LEAD TO
WRITING EXAMPLES THAT ARE REFLECTIVE AND AWE-INSPIRING.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN CREATIVE NONFICTION

\W/HILE CREATIVE NONFICTION THRIVES ON TRUTH AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, IT ALSO CARRIES SIGNIFICANT ETHICAL
RESPONSIBILITIES. WRITERS MUST NAVIGATE THE DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN ARTISTIC LICENSE AND FIDELITY TO FACT,
ESPECIALLY WHEN WRITING ABOUT REAL PEOPLE. UNDERSTANDING THESE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IS CRUCIAL FOR PRODUCING
TRUSTWORTHY AND RESPONSIBLE WRITING EXAMPLES.

THE RESPONSIBILITY TO SUBJECTS

W/HEN WRITING ABOUT LIVING INDIVIDUALS, WRITERS HAVE A DUTY TO REPRESENT THEM ACCURATELY AND FAIRLY, AVOIDING
MISREPRESENTATION, DISTORTION, OR SENSATIONALISM. THIS INVOLVES RESPECTING PRIVACY, OBTAINING CONSENT WHERE
APPROPRIATE, AND CONSIDERING THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF YOUR WORDS ON THE PEOPLE YOU PORTRAY. \WHILE CREATIVE
LICENSE IS A TOOL, IT SHOULD NOT BE USED TO BETRAY THE TRUST OF YOUR SUBJECTS. [T’S ABOUT TELLING THEIR STORIES
WITH INTEGRITY, EVEN WHEN THEY ARE DIFFICULT.

BALANCING TRUTH AND NARRATIVE

CREATIVE NONFICTION OFTEN INVOLVES SELECTING, SHAPING, AND ORDERING FACTUAL MATERIAL TO CREATE A COMPELLING
NARRATIVE. WHILE IT IS PERMISSIBLE TO CONDENSE TIMELINES, OMIT MINOR DETAILS, OR CREATE COMPOSITE CHARACTERS TO
PROTECT PRIVACY (CLEARLY INDICATING SUCH CHANGES), WRITERS MUST NOT INVENT EVENTS OR DIALOGUE THAT
FUNDAMENTALLY ALTER THE TRUTH OF WHAT HAPPENED. | HE ESSENCE OF THE STORY, THE CORE FACTS, AND THE EMOTIONAL
TRUTH MUST REMAIN INTACT. THIS IS WHERE THE ART AND ETHICS OF NONFICTION INTERTWINE, PRODUCING WRITING EXAMPLES
THAT ARE BOTH ENGAGING AND TRUTHFUL.



THe "WHo GeTs To TELL THE STORY?” QUESTION

W/RITERS SHOULD ALSO BE MINDFUL OF WHOSE STORY THEY ARE TELLING AND WHETHER THEY ARE THE MOST APPROPRIATE
VOICE. PARTICULARLY WHEN WRITING ABOUT MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES OR EXPERIENCES THAT ARE NOT THEIR OWN, WRITERS
SHOULD CONSIDER ISSUES OF POWER, PRIVILEGE, AND AUTHENTICITY. ACKNOWLEDGING ONE'S PERSPECTIVE AND LIMITATIONS IS
PART OF RESPONSIBLE STORYTELLING, ENSURING THAT THE RESULTING WRITING EXAMPLES ARE NUANCED AND RESPECTFUL.

PUTTING PROMPTS INTO PRACTICE FOR WRITING EXAMPLES

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO UNDERSTAND AND UTILIZE CREATIVE NONFICTION WRITING PROMPTS IS THROUGH PRACTICE.
DONITJUST READ THE PROMPTS, ENGAGE WITH THEM ACTIVELY. SET ASIDE DEDICATED TIME TO WRITE, ALLOWING YOURSELF TO
EXPLORE THE IDEAS WITHOUT IMMEDIATE JUDGMENT. THE INITIAL DRAFT IS ABOUT GETTING WORDS ON THE PAGE, CAPTURING
THE ESSENCE OF THE PROMPT, AND DISCOVERING THE NARRATIVE POTENTIAL.

ONCE YOU HAVE A DRAFT, THE REAL WORK OF SHAPING IT INTO A POLISHED WRITING EXAMPLE BEGINS. REVISION IS KEY. Look
FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO DEEPEN YOUR DESCRIPTIONS, STRENGTHEN YOUR VOICE, AND REFINE YOUR NARRATIVE ARC. CONSIDER

WHICH ELEMENTS OF THE PROMPT YOU’VE MOST EFFECTIVELY EXPLORED AND WHERE YOU MIGHT NEED TO EXPAND OR CLARIFY.
SHARING YOUR WORK WITH TRUSTED READERS OR A WRITING GROUP CAN ALSO PROVIDE INVALUABLE FEEDBACK, HELPING YOU
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT AND GAIN NEW PERSPECTIVES ON YOUR OWN WRITING.

REMEMBER, THE GOAL OF USING THESE PROMPTS IS NOT JUST TO COMPLETE AN EXERCISE, BUT TO CULTIVATE YOUR ABILITY TO
SEE THE WORLD THROUGH A NARRATIVE LENS, TO FIND THE STORIES HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT, AND TO TRANSLATE YOUR UNIQUE
EXPERIENCES AND OBSERVATIONS INTO COMPELLING CREATIVE NONFICTION. EACH WRITING EXAMPLE YOU PRODUCE WILL
CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR GROWTH AS A WRITER.












Q: WHAT IS THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CREATIVE NONFICTION AND PERSONAL
ESSAYS?

A: WHILE A PERSONAL ESSAY IS A FORM OF CREATIVE NONFICTION, NOT ALL CREATIVE NONFICTION IS A PERSONAL ESSAY.
PERSONAL ESSAYS TYPICALLY FOCUS ON A SINGLE THEME OR EXPERIENCE AND ARE CHARACTERIZED BY A STRONG FIRST-PERSON
VOICE AND REFLECTIVE TONE. CREATIVE NONFICTION IS A BROADER GENRE THAT CAN INCLUDE MEMOIRS, TRAVEL WRITING,
LITERARY JOURNALISM, AND MORE, ALL OF WHICH EMPLOY LITERARY TECHNIQUES TO TELL TRUE STORIES, NOT JUST PERSONAL
ONES.

Q: How CAN | ENSURE MY CREATIVE NONFICTION IS TRUTHFUL IF |'M USING LITERARY
DEVICES?

A: THE KEY IS TO MAINTAIN FACTUAL INTEGRITY AT THE CORE OF YOUR NARRATIVE. LITERARY DEVICES LIKE METAPHOR, SIMILE,
AND EVOCATIVE DESCRIPTIONS ARE USED TO ENHANCE THE READER'S EXPERIENCE AND CONVEY EMOTIONAL TRUTH, NOT TO
INVENT EVENTS OR MISREPRESENT FACTS. YOU ARE ALLOWED TO SHAPE THE NARRATIVE, BUT THE UNDERLYING EVENTS AND
TRUTHS SHOULD REMAIN ACCURATE.

Q: WHAT IF | DON'T THINK | HAVE ANY “INTERESTING” EXPERIENCES TO WRITE ABOUT?

A: THE BEAUTY OF CREATIVE NONFICTION LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO FIND THE EXTRAORDINARY IN THE ORDINARY. PROMPTS THAT
FOCUS ON EVERYDAY MOMENTS, SENSORY DETAILS, OR SIMPLE OBSERVATIONS CAN REVEAL PROFOUND NARRATIVES. IT’'s LESS
ABOUT THE EVENT ITSELF AND MORE ABOUT YOUR UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE, REFLECTION, AND THE WAY YOU CHOOSE TO TELL THE
STORY.

Q: How DO | HANDLE WRITING ABOUT PEOPLE | KNOW WITHOUT BETRAYING THEIR
TRUST?

A: THIS IS WHERE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE PARAMOUNT. |F YOU'RE WRITING ABOUT IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUALS, CONSIDER
OBTAINING THEIR CONSENT, ESPECIALLY IF THE MATERIAL IS SENSITIVE. Y OU CAN ALSO USE COMPOSITE CHARACTERS, CHANGE
NAMES AND IDENTIFYING DETAILS, OR FOCUS ON YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE OF THE EVENT RATHER THAN DETAILING THEIR EVERY
ACTION OR THOUGHT. HONESTY ABOUT YOUR PERSPECTIVE IS CRUCIAL.

QI \WHAT ARE SOME GOOD WAYS TO DEVELOP A STRONG NARRATIVE VOICE IN
CREATIVE NONFICTION?

A: YOUR VOICE DEVELOPS THROUGH CONSISTENT PRACTICE AND SELF-AWARENESS. PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR NATURAL
RHYTHMS OF SPEECH, YOUR UNIQUE WAY OF SEEING THE WORLD, YOUR CHARACTERISTIC TONE (HUMOROUSI SERIOUS, CRITICAL,
ETC.), AND THE VOCABULARY YOU NATURALLY GRAVITATE TOWARDS. READING WIDELY IN THE GENRE CAN ALSO EXPOSE YOU
TO DIFFERENT VOICES, HELPING YOU IDENTIFY ELEMENTS YOU ADMIRE AND WANT TO CULTIVATE IN YOUR OWN WRITING.

Q: CAN | USE DIALOGUE IN CREATIVE NONFICTION?

A: ABSOLUTELY. DIALOGUE IS A POWERFUL TOOL IN CREATIVE NONFICTION FOR REVEALING CHARACTER, ADVANCING THE PLOT,
AND MAKING YOUR NARRATIVE COME ALIVE. HO\X/EVER/ IT MUST BE BASED ON WHAT WAS ACTUALLY SAID OR ON A TRUTHFUL
RECONSTRUCTION OF CONVERSATIONS. |F YOU DON'T HAVE EXACT RECOLLECTION, YOU CAN RECONSTRUCT DIALOGUE BASED
ON YOUR MEMORY OF THE CONVERSATION'S GIST AND TONE, BUT YOU SHOULD AVOID FABRICATING ENTIRE CONVERSATIONS.
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