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The Enduring Tapestry: African Art and the
Construction of Identity

african art and identity are inextricably linked, forming a dynamic and profound relationship that has shaped
cultures and communities for millennia. This intricate connection is not merely decorative; it is a living
testament to the beliefs, histories, social structures, and spiritual aspirations of diverse peoples across the
African continent. From ancient carvings to contemporary masterpieces, African art serves as a powerful
vehicle for expressing, preserving, and evolving individual and collective identities. This article will delve into
the multifaceted ways in which African artistic traditions act as mirrors reflecting the soul of its creators
and the communities they inhabit, exploring how these visual languages contribute to notions of heritage,
belonging, and self-definition. We will examine the role of art in spiritual practices, governance, storytelling,
and resistance, demonstrating its pivotal role in solidifying and transforming African identities.

The Deep Roots: African Art as a Foundation of Identity
Visual Narratives: Storytelling and Historical Record in African Art
Spiritual Dimensions: Art, Ritual, and the Sacred Self
Social Cohesion and Governance: Art's Role in Community Building
Resistance and Resilience: Art as a Voice of Liberation
Contemporary Expressions: Evolving Identities in Modern African Art
The Global Dialogue: African Art in the International Arena

The Deep Roots: African Art as a Foundation of Identity

The very essence of African art is deeply rooted in its foundational role in shaping and reflecting identity. Long
before external influences began to reshape the continent, artistic expressions were integral to the fabric of
daily life and the formation of communal consciousness. These art forms were not created for galleries or for
passive observation; they were functional, imbued with purpose and significance. Whether a mask was intended
for a ritual dance, a sculpture for ancestral veneration, or a textile for ceremonial attire, each object
carried a weight of meaning that reinforced a sense of belonging and shared understanding within a community.
The materials used, the techniques employed, and the symbolic imagery incorporated all spoke a visual language
that was universally understood by those who shared that cultural context, solidifying a collective
identity.

Consider, for example, the elaborate beadwork of the Maasai or the intricate carvings of the Yoruba. These are
not simply beautiful objects; they are visual dictionaries of social status, lineage, spiritual beliefs, and
historical narratives. The patterns on a Maasai necklace can reveal the wearer's age, marital status, and even
their clan affiliation. Similarly, the specific representations of deities or ancestors in Yoruba sculptures offer
a tangible connection to a shared spiritual heritage. This deeply embedded functionality means that African art
has always been more than aesthetic; it has been a vital tool for social organization and the perpetuation of
cultural memory, directly contributing to how individuals and groups perceive themselves and their place in the
world.

Masks and Ritual: Embodiment and Transformation

One of the most potent examples of African art’s connection to identity lies in its ritualistic use, particularly
through masks. Masks are not mere disguises; they are conduits, enabling the wearer to embody ancestral



spirits, divine beings, or even abstract concepts. During ceremonies, the act of donning a mask transforms an
individual, allowing them to transcend their earthly persona and participate in a realm of spiritual power and
communal significance. This transformation is crucial for identity formation, as it connects the individual to a
lineage, a spiritual hierarchy, and the collective aspirations of the community. The visual design of the mask
itself, often incorporating specific animal features, geometric patterns, or symbolic markings, communicates the
nature of the spirit being invoked and reinforces cultural narratives.

The performance associated with the mask is equally vital. The dance, the chanting, and the overall ritual
context contribute to the immersive experience of identity. For the community witnessing the performance, the
mask serves as a powerful reminder of their shared beliefs, their connection to the spiritual world, and the
values that bind them together. It is through these dynamic artistic expressions that the abstract notion of
identity is made tangible, experienced, and reinforced, ensuring its continuity across generations. The fear, awe,
or reverence evoked by the masked figure directly impacts the viewer’s understanding of their own role within the
community and the cosmic order.

Textiles and Adornment: Expressing Status and Belonging

Textiles and personal adornment represent another significant avenue through which African art articulates
and reinforces identity. The clothing worn, the jewelry adorned, and the body modifications are not arbitrary
choices but rather carefully curated expressions of social standing, ethnic affiliation, and personal
achievements. From the vibrant Kente cloth of Ghana, woven with intricate patterns carrying proverbs and
historical significance, to the scarification marks of certain Ethiopian tribes, these artistic elements serve as a
visual language that instantly communicates a wealth of information about the individual. This visual
lexicon allows for immediate recognition and understanding within a community, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared cultural understanding.

The act of creating these items is often a communal or familial endeavor, further embedding them in the
collective identity. The skills passed down through generations, the stories embedded in the designs, and the
specific materials chosen all contribute to a rich tapestry of cultural meaning. Wearing such adornments is a
public declaration of one’s place within the social structure, a way of honoring ancestors, and a means of
participating in cultural continuity. It is a constant affirmation of who one is and where one belongs, making
art a fundamental component of daily identity expression.

Visual Narratives: Storytelling and Historical Record in African
Art

African art has long served as a profound vehicle for storytelling and the preservation of historical records,
acting as a living archive of collective memory and identity. In societies where written literacy was not
universally practiced, visual arts became the primary means of transmitting knowledge, myths, proverbs, and
the genealogies of important families and leaders. These artworks were not static depictions but dynamic
narratives that engaged the viewer, educating younger generations and reminding elders of their shared heritage
and values. The intricate details, symbolic motifs, and dynamic compositions within sculptures, paintings, and
carvings all contribute to a rich visual language that tells compelling stories, shaping the understanding of
identity.

These visual narratives are crucial for understanding the development and evolution of African identities. They
provide a window into the past, explaining the origins of customs, the deeds of heroes, and the spiritual
foundations of society. By engaging with these artworks, individuals could connect with their ancestors,
understand their lineage, and internalize the core tenets of their culture. This process of visual storytelling is
essential for the continuity of identity, ensuring that cultural knowledge and historical consciousness are
passed down through generations, even in the face of immense change.



Oral Traditions and Visual Glyphs: The Power of Symbolism

The profound connection between oral traditions and visual glyphs in African art is a cornerstone of how
identity is communicated and understood. Many African cultures possess rich oral histories, passed down
through generations of griots, elders, and storytellers. These narratives are often accompanied by or directly
translated into visual art, where symbols and motifs act as mnemonic devices and visual cues that reinforce
the spoken word. For example, a particular pattern on a fabric might represent a specific proverb or a
historical event that is being recounted. This synergy between the auditory and the visual creates a powerful
and multi-sensory experience of cultural transmission and identity reinforcement.

The interpretation of these symbols is often nuanced and context-dependent, requiring a shared cultural
understanding for their full meaning to be grasped. This shared understanding itself is a marker of identity. When
an individual can correctly interpret the symbolism within a piece of art, it signifies their immersion in and
comprehension of their cultural heritage. It’s akin to speaking a language; fluency in the visual language of
African art signifies belonging and a deep connection to one’s ancestral roots, thereby solidifying a particular
sense of self within the broader community.

Historical Documentation Through Art: Beyond Written Records

For many African societies, art served as an essential form of historical documentation, predating and in some
cases complementing written records. The Benin Bronzes, for example, offer invaluable insights into the political
structure, court life, and historical events of the Benin Kingdom. These intricate brass castings depict rulers,
warriors, ceremonial scenes, and even everyday life, serving as visual chronicles of a powerful empire. Similarly,
the rock art found in various parts of the continent provides glimpses into ancient human activities, spiritual
beliefs, and environmental changes, offering a visual timeline of human presence and cultural development.

These artworks act as tangible links to the past, allowing contemporary generations to trace their lineage,
understand their historical context, and appreciate the achievements of their ancestors. The meticulous
craftsmanship and the symbolic representations within these historical artworks are not just aesthetic
achievements; they are deliberate acts of cultural preservation, ensuring that the stories and deeds of
previous generations are not lost to time. This historical grounding is a fundamental aspect of identity,
providing a sense of continuity and a deep understanding of one’s place within a long and rich continuum.

Spiritual Dimensions: Art, Ritual, and the Sacred Self

The spiritual dimensions of African art are paramount in its ability to shape and express identity. Across the
continent, art is deeply interwoven with religious beliefs, ancestral veneration, and the complex relationship
between humanity and the divine. Sculptures of deities, masks used in sacred ceremonies, and amulets worn for
protection are all manifestations of a worldview where the spiritual realm is as real and influential as the
physical one. Through these artistic creations, individuals connect with forces beyond themselves, seeking
guidance, protection, and a deeper understanding of their place in the cosmic order. This engagement with the
sacred profoundly influences how people understand themselves and their spiritual identity.

The creation and use of sacred art are often governed by strict protocols and passed down through
generations of initiated artists and practitioners. This ensures that the integrity of spiritual traditions is
maintained and that the art continues to serve its intended purpose. For the individual, participating in rituals
involving these artworks is a powerful affirmation of their spiritual identity and their commitment to their
community’s beliefs. It is through these deeply personal and communal spiritual experiences, facilitated by art,
that a profound sense of self and belonging is forged.



Ancestral Reverence and Connection

Ancestral reverence is a cornerstone of many African spiritual systems, and art plays a pivotal role in
maintaining this vital connection. Sculptures, often of deceased elders or revered ancestors, are created to
serve as physical representations that can be honored and communicated with. These ancestor figures are not
worshipped as gods but are seen as powerful intermediaries who can offer wisdom, protection, and blessings to
the living. The act of carving these figures, the materials used, and the way they are displayed and cared for
are all acts of devotion that reinforce a continuous lineage and a sense of collective identity tied to one's
forebears.

The presence of these ancestral images in homes and sacred spaces serves as a constant reminder of the ongoing
relationship between the living and the dead. It instills a sense of responsibility to honor the legacy of those
who came before and to live in a way that reflects positively upon the family and community lineage. This
profound connection to ancestors, facilitated by artistic representation, is a powerful element in shaping an
individual's sense of self, providing a historical and spiritual anchor that defines their identity and their place
within the grand narrative of their people.

Divination Tools and Spiritual Guidance

In many African cultures, art forms are intricately linked with divination practices, serving as essential tools
for seeking spiritual guidance and understanding one's destiny. Objects such as Ifa divination trays and bowls,
used by Yoruba priests, are elaborately carved and decorated with symbolic motifs that represent cosmic
forces, deities, and ancestral spirits. The interpretation of the patterns formed by the divination process, guided
by these artistic objects, provides answers to questions about health, relationships, and future endeavors.
These practices are not merely superstitious; they are deeply embedded in a worldview that seeks harmony and
understanding between the human and spiritual realms.

For individuals consulting diviners, these artistic tools offer a pathway to comprehending their life’s journey
and making informed decisions. The art becomes a language through which the divine communicates, and
understanding this language is a crucial aspect of one’s spiritual identity. It offers a sense of order and
purpose, helping individuals navigate the complexities of life with a spiritual framework, solidifying their
understanding of their individual path within the larger community and the cosmos.

Social Cohesion and Governance: Art's Role in Community Building

African art has historically played an indispensable role in fostering social cohesion and underpinning systems
of governance across the continent. Beyond its spiritual and historical functions, art has been a vital tool
for reinforcing social structures, communicating laws and decrees, and celebrating communal achievements. The
creation and display of art were often tied to the authority of chiefs, kings, and elders, lending legitimacy and
visual representation to their power. This integration of art into the political and social fabric of
communities served to unify people, reinforce shared values, and establish a collective sense of identity that
transcended individual differences.

The communal nature of many artistic practices, from collaborative mask carving to the weaving of
ceremonial cloths, further strengthens bonds between individuals. These shared creative endeavors foster
cooperation, mutual respect, and a sense of collective ownership over cultural heritage. In essence, art
becomes a tangible expression of community itself, a visual manifestation of the shared spirit and collective
will that bind people together, solidifying a robust and shared identity.



Regalia and Symbols of Authority

The intricate regalia worn by rulers and officials, along with the symbolic objects associated with their
office, are powerful expressions of authority and social hierarchy in many African societies. Crowns, staffs,
thrones, and specific garments are often adorned with elaborate carvings, beadwork, and symbolic motifs that
communicate the wearer's lineage, power, and responsibilities. These artistic creations are not merely
decorative; they are visual pronouncements of legitimacy and power, instantly recognizable to all members of
the community. They serve to reinforce the established social order and ensure respect for authority, thereby
contributing to a stable and cohesive society.

The craftsmanship and symbolism embedded in these items often reflect the wealth and prestige of the kingdom or
chiefdom. They are tangible representations of the collective resources and cultural values that empower the
leadership. By wearing and displaying these artistic symbols, rulers actively shape public perception and
reinforce their identity as leaders, while the people, in turn, recognize and affirm their allegiance through their
understanding of these visual cues. This visual dialogue is fundamental to the functioning of governance and
the maintenance of social harmony.

Communal Celebrations and Identity Affirmation

Communal celebrations, often elaborate and deeply rooted in tradition, are prime examples of how African art
serves to affirm and strengthen collective identity. Festivals, initiation rites, weddings, and harvest
celebrations are frequently accompanied by music, dance, elaborate costumes, and the creation of temporary
art installations. These events bring people together, fostering a sense of shared experience and reinforcing
cultural norms and values. The art created for these occasions, whether a temporary sand drawing or a
meticulously crafted ceremonial mask, becomes a focal point of collective identity, a visual embodiment of the
community's shared history, beliefs, and aspirations.

During these celebrations, individuals often participate in traditional dances wearing specific attire or masks,
embodying ancestral spirits or cultural heroes. This active participation allows them to experience their
identity in a deeply visceral way, reinforcing their connection to their heritage and their community. The joy, the
solemnity, and the shared rhythm of these events, amplified by the presence of art, create powerful memories and
solidify a sense of belonging that is crucial for individual and collective well-being.

Resistance and Resilience: Art as a Voice of Liberation

Throughout history, African art has served as a potent instrument of resistance against oppression and a
testament to the enduring resilience of its people. During periods of colonization, slavery, and other forms of
subjugation, artistic expressions often became coded messages of defiance, survival, and a yearning for freedom.
Artists found ways to embed subtle critiques of colonial powers, preserve indigenous traditions in the face of
forced assimilation, and articulate a collective desire for self-determination. This artistic resistance is a
powerful demonstration of how identity can be forged and maintained even in the most challenging
circumstances, offering a voice to the voiceless.

The act of creating art in defiance of oppressive regimes is itself an act of asserting one's identity and cultural
integrity. It is a declaration that despite attempts to erase or diminish their heritage, the spirit and creativity
of African peoples remain vibrant and unyielding. These artworks become symbols of hope, solidarity, and the
unwavering determination to reclaim and define their own destinies. They narrate stories of struggle,
perseverance, and the ultimate triumph of the human spirit.



Coded Messages and Subtle Defiance

During colonial rule and the era of slavery, many African artists employed coded messages and subtle forms of
defiance within their creations to express their dissent and preserve their cultural identity without overtly
provoking reprisal. For instance, certain motifs or patterns might have carried hidden meanings understood only
by those within the community, serving as a form of communication and solidarity. In the Americas, enslaved
Africans blended their traditional artistic techniques and symbolism with elements of European art, creating
hybrid forms that maintained a distinct African aesthetic and cultural resonance. These artistic syntheses
were acts of creative resistance, ensuring that their cultural heritage survived and continued to evolve.

These subtle forms of artistic expression were crucial for maintaining a sense of self and community when overt
expressions of identity were suppressed. They allowed for the transmission of cultural knowledge and the
perpetuation of a distinct identity, even under the most oppressive conditions. The resilience of these artistic
traditions speaks volumes about the enduring strength of African identity, adapting and transforming while
retaining its core essence.

Art as a Tool for Post-Colonial Identity Formation

In the post-colonial era, African art has become an even more vital tool for artists and intellectuals
grappling with the complex legacies of colonialism and the ongoing process of defining and asserting a new
national and continental identity. Artists are exploring themes of cultural hybridity, decolonization of the
mind, and the reclaiming of ancestral narratives. They are critically engaging with both indigenous traditions
and global influences, creating new artistic languages that reflect the multifaceted realities of contemporary
African life. This artistic discourse is essential for healing past traumas, challenging lingering colonial
narratives, and forging a strong, self-defined identity for the continent.

Contemporary African artists are not simply replicating past traditions but are actively reimagining them,
infusing them with new meanings and perspectives. This dynamic process of creation and critique allows for a
continuous evolution of identity, ensuring that African art remains a vibrant and relevant force in shaping the
self-perception of individuals and communities across the continent and in the diaspora. It is through this
artistic exploration that a truly authentic and robust sense of African identity is being continuously
constructed and celebrated.

Contemporary Expressions: Evolving Identities in Modern African
Art

The landscape of African art today is a vibrant and dynamic testament to evolving identities, reflecting the
complex realities of globalization, urbanization, and the intersection of tradition and modernity. Contemporary
African artists are pushing boundaries, experimenting with new mediums, and engaging with a global audience, all
while drawing deeply from their rich cultural heritage. This new wave of artistic expression is not a departure
from the past but a powerful continuation of the long-standing dialogue between art and identity, showcasing
how these identities are being reinterpreted and redefined in the 21st century.

These artists are challenging preconceived notions of what African art is, moving beyond the often
ethnographic gaze that has historically framed it. They are exploring themes of migration, technology, social
justice, and personal narratives, demonstrating the diversity and fluidity of contemporary African identities.
The art they create is a crucial means by which they articulate their experiences, engage with global
conversations, and contribute to the ongoing construction of a multifaceted and evolving African identity on
the world stage.



Urbanization and the Shifting Social Fabric

The rapid pace of urbanization across Africa has had a profound impact on social structures and,
consequently, on the expression of identity. Contemporary African art often reflects the experiences of living in
bustling cities, the challenges of migration, and the blending of traditional rural customs with modern urban
lifestyles. Artists are exploring themes of displacement, belonging, and the creation of new forms of community
in urban settings. The visual language of city life—its architecture, its crowds, its technologies—is
increasingly finding its way into artistic creations, offering a new perspective on what it means to be African
today.

This urban shift doesn't necessarily erase traditional identities but rather complicates and diversifies them.
Artists are adept at navigating these complexities, often juxtaposing elements of traditional African culture
with contemporary urban realities. This creates a rich visual dialogue that speaks to the hybrid identities of
many Africans, who may hold strong connections to their ancestral roots while simultaneously embracing the
opportunities and challenges of modern urban life. The art becomes a mirror reflecting these evolving social
landscapes and the individuals who inhabit them.

Global Influences and Hybridity in Artistic Practice

Contemporary African artists are increasingly engaging with global artistic trends and influences, leading to
fascinating fusions of local and international aesthetics. This engagement is not seen as a dilution of African
identity but rather as a sophisticated evolution, a process of hybridity that creates new and compelling forms
of artistic expression. Artists are incorporating elements from various art movements, technologies, and
cultural contexts into their work, resulting in a rich tapestry of visual languages that are distinctly
African yet universally resonant.

This embrace of hybridity allows African artists to participate in a global dialogue on their own terms. They
are not simply adopting Western styles but are reinterpreting and recontextualizing them, infusing them with
their unique perspectives and cultural backgrounds. The resulting art is a powerful statement about agency
and self-definition, demonstrating that African identity is not monolithic or static but is a fluid and dynamic
construct that can embrace and transform external influences while retaining its core essence. This artistic
innovation is crucial for shaping the future of African identity.

The Global Dialogue: African Art in the International Arena

African art has increasingly taken center stage in the international arena, transcending its traditional
contexts and engaging in a dynamic global dialogue. Museums, galleries, and art fairs worldwide now showcase
the breadth and depth of African artistic production, from ancient artifacts to cutting-edge contemporary
works. This growing global recognition is not only a testament to the artistic merit of these creations but
also a crucial platform for re-evaluating and understanding African identities on a global scale, moving
beyond outdated stereotypes and offering nuanced perspectives.

The international discourse surrounding African art plays a significant role in shaping how African identities
are perceived both within the continent and abroad. As more African artists gain prominence on the global
stage, their work contributes to a more complex and authentic representation of African experiences,
challenging colonial narratives and fostering greater appreciation for the diversity of cultures and peoples
across Africa. This engagement is vital for ensuring that African voices are heard and that their artistic
heritage is recognized for its profound contributions to global human creativity.



Reclaiming Narratives and Challenging Stereotypes

The increased presence of African art in global institutions offers a vital opportunity to reclaim narratives
and challenge persistent stereotypes that have long characterized representations of Africa. Historically,
much of the discourse around African art has been filtered through an ethnographic or colonial lens, reducing
complex cultures to simplistic tropes. Contemporary African artists, curators, and scholars are actively
working to dismantle these harmful narratives, presenting art that speaks to the lived experiences, aspirations,
and multifaceted identities of African people in their own terms.

This reclamation is essential for fostering a more accurate and respectful understanding of African cultures
and identities. When viewers engage with contemporary African art, they are invited to see the continent not as
a monolithic entity but as a diverse and vibrant tapestry of human experience. This process of visual re-
education is crucial for dismantling prejudice and building genuine connections based on mutual respect and
understanding, thereby reshaping global perceptions of African identity.

African Art as a Bridge Between Cultures

African art, in its myriad forms, serves as an extraordinary bridge between cultures, fostering cross-cultural
understanding and dialogue. The universal language of visual art allows people from different backgrounds to
connect with the emotions, ideas, and stories embedded within African creations. Whether it is the rhythmic pulse
of traditional music, the intricate symbolism of a sculpture, or the bold statements of contemporary painting,
African art offers a window into different worldviews, promoting empathy and breaking down barriers.

As African artists gain international recognition, their work becomes a point of connection, inviting global
audiences to explore the richness and complexity of African societies. This cultural exchange is invaluable,
enriching not only the understanding of African identities abroad but also fostering a sense of pride and
affirmation for Africans themselves as their artistic heritage is celebrated and appreciated on a global scale.
It demonstrates that African creativity is not confined by borders but contributes significantly to the global
artistic landscape, enriching it for everyone.

The intricate relationship between African art and identity is a testament to the enduring power of creative
expression to shape, preserve, and evolve the understanding of self and community. From ancient ritual objects
to contemporary global statements, African art has consistently served as a vital mirror reflecting the soul
of its creators and the societies they inhabit. Its ability to tell stories, connect with the spiritual realm,
foster social cohesion, and serve as a voice for resilience underscores its profound significance. As the
continent continues to evolve and engage with the world, its art will undoubtedly remain at the forefront,
offering ever more nuanced and compelling expressions of African identity for generations to come. The dynamic
interplay between artistic creation and the construction of self is a perpetual and ever-enriching force.

Frequently Asked Questions About African Art and Identity

Q: How does traditional African art reflect social status and hierarchy?
A: Traditional African art is replete with symbols and visual cues that communicate social status, lineage,
and hierarchy. For instance, the complexity and materials of a chieftain's regalia, such as intricately beaded
crowns or staffs carved with specific motifs, visibly distinguish them from ordinary citizens. Similarly, the
types of jewelry worn, the patterns on textiles, or even the style and placement of scarification marks could
indicate a person's age, marital status, wealth, or membership in specific secret societies, thereby reinforcing
social order and individual identity within the community.



Q: In what ways did African art serve as a form of resistance during
colonial periods?
A: During colonial periods, African art became a crucial tool for resistance by preserving cultural identity
and expressing defiance against oppressive regimes. Artists often employed coded symbolism in their works, which
held meanings understood only by their community, serving as a form of subtle protest or solidarity.
Furthermore, the continuation and adaptation of traditional art forms, even when banned or discouraged by
colonial powers, represented an assertion of cultural autonomy and a refusal to assimilate, thus maintaining
a distinct African identity.

Q: How do contemporary African artists grapple with the concept of
"hybridity" in their work?
A: Contemporary African artists often embrace "hybridity" as a reflection of their lived experiences in a
globalized world. They skillfully blend traditional African artistic techniques and motifs with elements from
Western art, digital media, and other global influences. This fusion is not seen as a loss of cultural purity
but as a sophisticated evolution of identity, creating unique artistic languages that represent the complex,
multi-layered realities of modern African life and asserting agency in defining their own cultural expressions.

Q: What role do masks play in expressing and shaping identity in African
cultures?
A: Masks in African cultures are far more than mere decorative objects; they are powerful tools for embodying
and transforming identity. During rituals and ceremonies, wearers of masks often embody ancestral spirits,
deities, or personifications of social concepts. This act of donning a mask allows an individual to transcend
their personal identity and become a conduit for spiritual or communal forces, thereby reinforcing their
connection to their heritage and the collective identity of their community. The visual design of the mask itself
communicates the nature of the spirit or entity being represented.

Q: How has the global market for African art influenced the creation and
perception of African identities?
A: The global market for African art has significantly influenced both the creation and perception of African
identities. On one hand, it has provided unprecedented opportunities for African artists to gain international
recognition and financial independence, allowing them to explore their identities on their own terms. On the other
hand, it has also led to challenges, such as the commodification of cultural artifacts and the perpetuation of
stereotypes by collectors or institutions seeking to exoticize or essentialize African art, thus influencing how
African identities are globally perceived.
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