CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO HOLD EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE

THE CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO HOLD EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE IS A CORNERSTONE OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE, A VITAL
CHECK AND BALANCE DESIGNED TO PREVENT THE OVERREACH OF PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY AND ENSURE THE FAITHFUL EXECUTION
OF LAWS. THIS INTRICATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE BRANCHES IS NOT MERELY THEORETICAL,
IT'S A DYNAMIC AND OFTEN CONTENTIOUS PROCESS THAT SHAPES POLICY, INFLUENCES NATIONAL SECURITY, AND SAFEGUARDS
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES. THROUGHOUT HISTORY, CONGRESS HAS EMPLOYED A DIVERSE ARSENAL OF TOOLS TO SCRUTINIZE
PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS, FROM DEMANDING INFORMATION AND CONDUCTING OVERSIGHT HEARINGS TO INITIATING IMPEACHMENT
PROCEEDINGS AND CONTROLLING THE PURSE STRINGS. [UNDERSTANDING THESE POWERS IS CRUCIAL FOR COMPREHENDING THE
SEPARATION OF POWERS AND HOW THE U.S. SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS IN PRACTICE. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO
THE MULTIFACETED WAYS CONGRESS EXERCISES ITS OVERSIGHT AUTHORITY, EXPLORING THE CONSTITUTIONAL UNDERPINNINGS,
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS, AND ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE OF ITS ROLE IN HOLDING THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH ANSWERABLE TO THE
PEOPLE.
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CoNsTITUTIONAL BAsIs FOR CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT

THE FRAMERS OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH PREVENTING TYRANNY , DELIBERATELY ESTABLISHED A
SYSTEM OF SEPARATED POWERS, WITH EACH BRANCH DESIGNED TO LIMIT THE OTHERS. WHILE ARTICLE |l VESTS EXECUTIVE
POWER IN THE IDIEESIDENTI ARTICLE | GRANTS CONGRESS SIGNIFICANT AUTHORITY TO LEGISLATE AND OVERSEE THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE LAWS. THIS INHERENT TENSION IS NOT A BUG IN THE SYSTEM BUT A FEATURE, INTENDED TO FOSTER A
DYNAMIC EQUILIBRIUM. THE CONSTITUTION DOESN'T EXPLICITLY USE THE PHRASE "OVERSIGHT," BUT THE IMPLIED POWERS
DERIVED FROM CONGRESS'S LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY, ITS POWER OF THE PURSE, AND ITS ROLE IN IMPEACHMENT ALL CONTRIBUTE
TO ITS CAPACITY TO HOLD THE EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE. THE VERY ACT OF LEGISLATING REQUIRES CONGRESS TO
UNDERSTAND HOW THOSE LAWS ARE BEING CARRIED OUT, NECESSITATING A ROBUST OVERSIGHT FUNCTION.

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH'S PRIMARY ROLE IS TO MAKE LAWS, BUT THIS RESPONSIBILITY INTRINSICALLY CARRIES WITH IT THE
DUTY TO ENSURE THOSE LAWS ARE EXECUTED AS INTENDED. W/ITHOUT EFFECTIVE OVERSIGHT, LEGISLATION COULD BECOME
MEANINGLESS, SUBJECT TO THE WHIMS OR MISINTERPRETATIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. THIS IS WHY THE POWERS GRANTED
To CONGRESS ARE NOT SIMPLY ABOUT WRITING STATUTES BUT ALSO ABOUT MONITORING THEIR APPLICATION AND IMPACT.
THE PRESIDENT, WHILE COMMANDER~IN-CHIEF AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE, IS ULTIMATELY ACCOUNTABLE TO THE LAWS PASSED BY
COoNGRESS AND TO THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF, A PRINCIPLE REINFORCED BY THE OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS AT CONGRESS'S
DISPOSAL.

Key Powers oF CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY

CONGRESS POSSESSES A FORMIDABLE ARRAY OF POWERS DESIGNED TO ENSURE THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OPERATES WITHIN LEGAL
AND CONSTITUTIONAL BOUNDARIES. THESE POWERS ARE NOT STATIC, THEY ARE WIELDED WITH VARYING DEGREES OF INTENSITY
DEPENDING ON THE POLITICAL CLIMATE, THE NATURE OF THE EXECUTIVE'S ACTIONS, AND THE SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE DISTINCT POWERS IS ESSENTIAL TO GRASPING THE FULL SCOPE OF CONGRESSIONAL INFLUENCE.

THE POWER OF INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION

AT THE HEART OF CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY LIES THE POWER TO INVESTIGATE. CONGRESS CAN DEMAND INFORMATION



FROM EXECUTIVE AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS THROUGH VARIOUS MEANS. THIS INCLUDES ISSUING SUBPOENAS FOR DOCUMENTS,
REQUESTING TESTIMONY FROM OFFICIALS, AND CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARINGS. THESE INVESTIGATIONS CAN SPAN A \WIDE RANGE
OF ISSUES, FROM THE LEGALITY OF EXECUTIVE ORDERS AND THE MANAGEMENT OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS TO ALLEGATIONS OF
MISCONDUCT OR CORRUPTION. THE ABILITY TO COMPEL TESTIMONY UNDER OATH AND TO GATHER EVIDENCE IS A POWERFUL
TOOL FOR UNCOVERING FACTS AND INFORMING THE PUBLIC.

THe PowEer ofF THE PURSE

PerHAPS ONE OF CONGRESS'S MOST POTENT, YET OFTEN UNDERAPPRECIATED, POWERS IS ITS CONTROL OVER FEDERAL SPENDING.
ARTICLE |, SECTION @ OF THE CONSTITUTION STATES THAT “NO MONEY SHALL BE DRAWN FROM THE TREASURY, BUT IN
CONSEQUENCE OF APPROPRIATIONS MADE BY LAW.” THIS GIVES CONGRESS IMMENSE LEVERAGE. |T CAN DICTATE HOW FUNDS
ARE ALLOCATED, ATTACH CONDITIONS TO APPROPRIATIONS, AND EVEN WITHHOLD FUNDING ALTOGETHER TO INFLUENCE
EXECUTIVE POLICY OR TO PRESSURE AGENCIES TO COMPLY WITH CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTIVES. THIS FISCAL CONTROL ALLOWS
CONGRESS TO SHAPE THE EXECUTIVE'S AGENDA AND ENSURE THAT ITS SPENDING ALIGNS WITH LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES. IT’S AKIN
TO A PARENT GIVING AN ALLOWANCE BUT STIPULATING HOW IT SHOULD BE SPENT — IF NOT, THE ALLOWANCE CAN BE REDUCED
OR REVOKED.

THe PowEerR oF IMPEACHMENT

THE MOST DRASTIC TOOL IN CONGRESS'S ACCOUNTABILITY ARSENAL IS THE POWER OF IMPEACHMENT. AS OUTLINED IN ARTICLE
Il, SECTION 4 oF THE CONSTITUTION, THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, AND ALL CIVIL OFFICERS OF THE UNITED STATES CAN
BE IMPEACHED AND REMOVED FROM OFFICE FOR “ TREASON, BRIBERY, OR OTHER HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS.” THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES HAS THE SOLE POWER TO IMPEACH (BRING CHARGES), AND THE SENATE HAS THE SOLE POWER TO TRY ALL
IMPEACHMENTS (CONDUCT THE TRIAL). WHILE RARELY USED, THE THREAT OF IMPEACHMENT SERVES AS A SIGNIFICANT DETERRENT
AGAINST SERIOUS ABUSES OF POWER AND DEMONSTRATES THE ULTIMATE ACCOUNTABILITY OF EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS TO THE
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH AND, BY EXTENSION, TO THE NATION.

OVERSIGHT OF APPOINTMENTS AND [ REATIES

THE SENATE PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE APPOINTMENT OF KEY EXECUTIVE BRANCH OFFICIALS, INCLUDING CABINET
SECRETARIES, FEDERAL JUDGES, AND AMBASSADORS. THE " ADVICE AND CONSENT” CLAUSE REQUIRES THE SENATE TO CONFIRM
THESE APPOINTMENTS, ALLOWING FOR THOROUGH VETTING AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO QUESTION NOMINEES ABOUT THEIR
QUALIFICATIONS, POLICY POSITIONS, AND COMMITMENT TO THE LAW. SIMILARLY/ THE SENATE MUST RATIFY TREATIES
NEGOTIATED BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. THESE POWERS PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT AVENUES FOR CONGRESS TO INFLUENCE THE
COMPOSITION AND DIRECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH BEFORE OFFICIALS EVEN TAKE OFFICE OR INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
ARE FINALIZED.

OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS IN PRACTICE

THE THEORETICAL POWERS OF CONGRESS TRANSLATE INTO A RANGE OF PRACTICAL OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS EMPLOYED
REGULARLY BY LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES. THESE ONGOING PROCESSES ARE CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING TRANSPARENCY AND
ENSURING THAT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH FUNCTIONS EFFECTIVELY AND ETHICALLY.

CoMMITTEE HEARINGS AND INVESTIGATIONS

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES ARE THE WORKHORSES OF OVERSIGHT. EACH STANDING COMMITTEE IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE
HAS JURISDICTION OVER SPECIFIC AREAS OF GOVERNMENT. THEY ROUTINELY HOLD HEARINGS TO EXAMINE THE BUDGETS AND
OPERATIONS OF EXECUTIVE AGENCIES, TO REVIEW PROPOSED LEGISLATION, AND TO INVESTIGATE MATTERS OF PUBLIC CONCERN.
THESE HEARINGS CAN BE HIGHLY PUBLICIZED, DRAWING MEDIA ATTENTION AND PUTTING EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS UNDER INTENSE
SCRUTINY. |NVESTIGATIONS/ OFTEN CONDUCTED BY SUBCOMMITTEES, CAN DELVE DEEPLY INTO COMPLEX ISSUES, GATHERING



TESTIMONY FROM A WIDE ARRAY OF WITNESSES AND REVIEWING EXTENSIVE DOCUMENTATION.

GOVERNMENT AcCOUNTABILITY OFFICE (GAO) RePORTS

THE GAO, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE “CONGRESSIONAL WATCHDOG,” IS AN INDEPENDENT, NON-PARTISAN AGENCY THAT
WORKS FOR CONGRESS. ITS PRIMARY MISSION IS TO AUDIT FEDERAL AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS, EVALUATE THEIR EFFICIENCY AND
EFFECTIVENESS, AND INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE. GAO REPORTS PROVIDE CONGRESS WITH
OBJECTIVE, DATA-DRIVEN ANALYSIS THAT INFORMS LEGISLATIVE DECISIONS AND OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES. THESE REPORTS ARE
INVALUABLE FOR IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS AND RECOMMENDING SOLUTIONS WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH.

INsPECTOR GENERAL (IG) OFFICES

MOST FEDERAL AGENCIES HAVE AN INSPECTOR GENERAL/ AN INDEPENDENT OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR PREVENTING AND DETECTING
WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE DEPARTMENTS. IGs conpbucT AUDITS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND REVIEWS,
ISSUING REPORTS THAT OFTEN HIGHLIGHT SYSTEMIC ISSUES OR SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF WRONGDOING. CONGRESS FREQUENTLY
RELIES ON |G REPORTS TO GUIDE ITS OVERSIGHT EFFORTS AND TO IDENTIFY AREAS REQUIRING FURTHER INVESTIGATION OR
LEGISLATIVE ACTION. THE INDEPENDENCE OF |GS IS CRUCIAL FOR THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE UNBIASED ASSESSMENTS OF AGENCY
PERFORMANCE.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND INFORMATION REQUESTS

CONGRESS CAN MANDATE THAT EXECUTIVE AGENCIES SUBMIT REGULAR REPORTS ON THEIR ACTIVITIES, BUDGETS, AND PROGRESS
TOWARD ACHIEVING LEGISLATIVE GOALS. THESE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ENSURE A STEADY FLOW OF INFORMATION FROM THE
EXECUTIVE TO THE LEGISLATURE. FURTHERMORE, INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OR COMMITTEES CAN ISSUE SPECIFIC REQUESTS FOR
INFORMATION, DOCUMENTS, OR BRIEFINGS FROM EXECUTIVE BRANCH OFFICIALS. W/ HILE EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE CAN SOMETIMES BE
INVOKED, AGENCIES ARE GENERALLY COMPELLED TO COOPERATE WITH LEGITIMATE CONGRESSIONAL INFORMATION REQUESTS.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS TO CONGRESSIONAL POWER

DESPITE ITS BROAD POWERS, CONGRESS FACES SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES IN ITS EFFORTS TO HOLD THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH
ACCOUNTABLE. THE ADVERSARIAL NATURE OF POLITICS, THE INHERENT ADVANTAGES OF THE EXECUTIVE IN INFORMATION
CONTROL, AND CONSTITUTIONAL INTERPRETATIONS CAN ALL LIMIT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT.

ExecuTiIVE PRIVILEGE

THE PRESIDENT CAN INVOKE EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE TO WITHHOLD INFORMATION FROM CONGRESS, ARGUING THAT DISCLOSURE
WOULD HARM NATIONAL SECURITY OR IMPEDE THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH'S ABILITY TO FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY. WHILE NOT AN
ABSOLUTE RIGHT, EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT HURDLE FOR CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATIONS, LEADING TO
PROTRACTED LEGAL BATTLES AND DEBATES OVER THE SCOPE OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER. THE COURTS OFTEN WEIGH THE
EXECUTIVE'S CLAIMS AGAINST CONGRESS'S LEGITIMATE NEED FOR INFORMATION IN CARRYING OUT ITS CONSTITUTIONAL DUTIES.

PoLiTiICAL POLARIZATION AND PARTISANSHIP

IN AN ERA OF HEIGHTENED POLITICAL POLARIZATION, OVERSIGHT EFFORTS CAN BECOME HIGHLY POLITICIZED. W/HEN CONGRESS
AND THE PRESIDENCY ARE CONTROLLED BY DIFFERENT PARTIES, OVERSIGHT CAN BE VIEWED AS A PARTISAN ATTACK RATHER
THAN A LEGITIMATE CONSTITUTIONAL FUNCTION. CONVERSELY, WHEN BOTH BRANCHES ARE CONTROLLED BY THE SAME PARTY,
OVERSIGHT MAY BE WEAKER, AS MEMBERS MAY BE RELUCTANT TO CRITICIZE A FELLOW PARTY LEADER. THIS CAN UNDERMINE THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS AND LEAD TO A PERCEPTION THAT THE SYSTEM IS NOT WORKING AS INTENDED.



INFORMATION ASYMMETRY

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, BY ITS VERY NATURE, POSSESSES A VAST AMOUNT OF INFORMATION ABOUT GOVERNMENT
OPERATIONS THAT CONGRESS MAY NOT READILY HAVE ACCESS TO. THIS INFORMATION ASYMMETRY CAN MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR
CONGRESS TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL PROBLEMS OR TO MOUNT EFFECTIVE OVERSIGHT WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT EFFORT AND
RESOURCES. THE EXECUTIVE CAN CONTROL THE FLOW OF INFORMATION, FRAMING NARRATIVES AND POTENTIALLY WITHHOLDING
CRUCIAL DETAILS.

JuDpICIAL INTERPRETATION AND LIMITATIONS

THE JUDICIARY ALSO PLAYS A ROLE IN DEFINING THE BOUNDARIES OF CONGRESSIONAL AND EXECUTIVE POWER. COURT DECISIONS
CAN CLARIFY OR LIMIT THE SCOPE OF CONGRESSIONAL SUBPOENA POWER, THE APPLICATION OF EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE, AND THE
OVERALL BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE BRANCHES. THESE INTERPRETATIONS CAN SHAPE THE LANDSCAPE OF
ACCOUNTABILITY, SOMETIMES STRENGTHENING AND SOMETIMES WEAKENING CONGRESS'S HAND.

THE EvoLVING LANDSCAPE OF EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABILITY

THE DYNAMIC INTERPLAY BETWEEN CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH IS CONSTANTLY EVOLVING, SHAPED BY
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, SHIFTS IN POLITICAL NORMS, AND THE EMERGENCE OF NEW GLOBAL CHALLENGES. THE INTERNET
AND SOCIAL MEDIA HAVE INTRODUCED NEW AVENUES FOR BOTH TRANSPARENCY AND MISINFORMATION, IMPACTING HOW
OVERSIGHT IS CONDUCTED AND PERCEIVED BY THE PUBLIC. THE INCREASING COMPLEXITY OF NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUES, FOR
EXAMPLE, CAN LEAD TO CLAIMS OF NECESSARY SECRECY THAT CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL OVERSIGHT FRAMEW ORKS.
FURTHERMORE/ THE ROLE OF PUBLIC OPINION AND MEDIA COVERAGE CAN SIGNIFICANTLY AMPLIFY OR DIMINISH THE IMPACT OF
CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT EFFORTS.

AS THE NATURE OF GOVERNANCE BECOMES MORE COMPLEX, SO TOO DO THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOLDING THE
EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE. CONGRESS MUST CONTINUOUSLY ADAPT ITS METHODS AND STRATEGIES TO ENSURE THAT ITS
OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS REMAIN EFFECTIVE IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD. THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF CHECKS AND
BALANCES, HOWEVER, REMAIN CONSTANT, SERVING AS THE ENDURING BEDROCK FOR MAINTAINING A HEALTHY AND RESPONSIVE
GOVERNMENT THAT SERVES THE INTERESTS OF ITS CITIZENS. THE ONGOING NEGOTIATION OF POWER BETWEEN THESE BRANCHES IS
A TESTAMENT TO THE ROBUST, ALBEIT SOMETIMES MESSY, DEMOCRATIC EXPERIMENT THAT IS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS FOR CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO
HOLD THE EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE?

A: THE PRIMARY CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS LIES IN THE SEPARATION OF POWERS DOCTRINE, WITH CONGRESS POSSESSING IMPLIED
POWERS DERIVED FROM ITS LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY (ARTICLE |), ITS POWER OF THE PURSE (ARTICLE |, SECTION @), AND ITS
ROLE IN IMPEACHMENT (ARTICLE I, SECTION 4). THESE POWERS ALLOW CONGRESS TO LEGISLATE, OVERSEE THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE LAWS, AND INVESTIGATE POTENTIAL ABUSES OF EXECUTIVE POWER.

QI CAN CONGRESS FORCE THE PRESIDENT TO TESTIFY BEFORE A COMMITTEE?

A: WHILE CONGRESS CAN SUBPOENA EXECUTIVE BRANCH OFFICIALS, INCLUDING CABINET SECRETARIES AND AGENCY HEADS, TO
TESTIFY, DIRECTLY COMPELLING THE PRESIDENT TO TESTIFY IS LEGALLY COMPLEX AND HAS RARELY BEEN ATTEMPTED. THE
PRESIDENT CAN INVOKE EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE, AND THE SCOPE OF THAT PRIVILEGE IS OFTEN SUBJECT TO JUDICIAL REVIEW.



Q: How DoEes THE “POWER OF THE PURSE” ENABLE CONGRESS TO HOLD THE EXECUTIVE
ACCOUNTABLE?

A: THE “POWER OF THE PURSE” GIVES CONGRESS EXCLUSIVE AUTHORITY OVER FEDERAL SPENDING. BY CONTROLLING
APPROPRIATIONS, CONGRESS CAN INFLUENCE EXECUTIVE BRANCH POLICIES, FUND OR DEFUND PROGRAMS, AND ATTACH
CONDITIONS TO SPENDING, THEREBY PRESSURING THE EXECUTIVE TO COMPLY WITH LEGISLATIVE DEMANDS OR TO ALTER ITS
ACTIONS.

Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFice (GAO)
IN THE ACCOUNTABILITY PROCESS?

A: THE GAO Is AN INDEPENDENT , NON-PARTISAN AGENCY THAT SERVES CONGRESS BY AUDITING FEDERAL AGENCIES AND
PROGRAMS, EVALUATING THEIR EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS, AND INVESTIGATING WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE. |TS OBJECTIVE
REPORTS PROVIDE CRUCIAL DATA AND ANALYSIS THAT INFORM CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT AND LEGISLATIVE DECISION-MAKING.

Q: IN WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES CAN CONGRESS IMPEACH AND REMOVE AN EXECUTIVE
OFFICIAL?

A: CONGRESS CAN IMPEACH AND REMOVE THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, AND OTHER CIVIL OFFICERS FOR “TREASON, BRIBERY,
OR OTHER HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS.” THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BRINGS THE CHARGES (IMPEACHES), AND THE
SENATE CONDUCTS THE TRIAL AND CAN REMOVE THE OFFICIAL FROM OFFICE WITH A TWO-THIRDS VOTE.

Q: How DOES POLITICAL POLARIZATION AFFECT CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT OF THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH?

A: POLITICAL POLARIZATION CAN SIGNIFICANTLY HINDER CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT. W/HEN THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE
BRANCHES ARE CONTROLLED BY OPPOSING PARTIES, OVERSIGHT CAN BE PERCEIVED AS PARTISAN POLITICS RATHER THAN
LEGITIMATE CONSTITUTIONAL SCRUTINY, LEADING TO LESS RIGOROUS INVESTIGATIONS AND GREATER RESISTANCE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH. CONVERSELY, WHEN THE SAME PARTY CONTROLS BOTH BRANCHES, OVERSIGHT MAY BE WEAKENED DUE TO
RELUCTANCE TO CHALLENGE PARTY LEADERSHIP.

Q: WHAT IS “EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE” AND HOW DOES IT LIMIT CONGRESSIONAL POWER?

A: EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE IS THE RIGHT OF THE PRESIDENT AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO WITHHOLD
CERTAIN COMMUNICATIONS FROM CONGRESS AND THE COURTS, TYPICALLY CITING REASONS OF NATIONAL SECURITY OR THE
NEED FOR CANDID ADVICE. THIS PRIVILEGE CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLE FOR CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATIONS SEEKING
SPECIFIC INFORMATION.

Q: CAN CONGRESS BLOCK PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS?

A: THE SENATE, THROUGH ITS “ADVICE AND CONSENT” ROLE, CAN BLOCK PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS BY REFUSING TO
CONFIRM NOMINEES FOR POSITIONS SUCH AS CABINET SECRETARIES, FEDERAL JUDGES, AND AMBASSADORS. THIS POWER ALLOWS
CONGRESS TO INFLUENCE THE COMPOSITION AND DIRECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH.
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