CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO CREATE COURTS INFERIOR TO
SUPREME COURT

THE CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO CREATE COURTS INFERIOR TO SUPREME COURT IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF THE UNITED
STATES' FEDERAL JUDICIAL SYSTEM, EMANATING DIRECTLY FROM THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. ARTICLE |l ESTABLISHES THE
SuUPREME COURT BUT WISELY DELEGATES THE AUTHORITY TO CONGRESS TO BUILD OUT THE REST OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY.
THIS FOUNDATIONAL POWER ALLOWS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TIERED COURT SYSTEM, ESSENTIAL FOR HANDLING THE
VAST CASELOAD AND DIVERSE LEGAL ISSUES THAT ARISE ACROSS THE NATION. [UNDERSTANDING THIS POWER IS KEY TO
GRASPING HOW JUSTICE IS ADMINISTERED AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL, FROM LOCAL DISPUTES TO MATTERS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS, HISTORICAL EVOLUTION, SCOPE, LIMITATIONS, AND
ONGOING IMPLICATIONS OF CONGRESS'S ABILITY TO SHAPE THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY.
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THe CONSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATION FOR INFERIOR COURTS

THE VERY BEDROCK OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY IN THE UNITED STATES RESTS UPON A SINGLE, YET PROFOUNDLY IMPACTFUL,
SENTENCE IN THE U.S. ConsTITUTION. ARTICLE IIl, SECTION 1, STATES: “THE JuDICIAL POWER OF THE UNITED STATES, SHALL
BE VESTED IN ONE SUPREME COURT, AND IN SUCH INFERIOR COURTS AS THE CONGRESS MAY FROM TIME TO TIME ORDAIN AND
ESTABLISH.” THIS LANGUAGE IS NOT MERELY A SUGGESTION; IT IS A DIRECT GRANT OF AUTHORITY. |T EXPLICITLY EMPOWERS
CONGRESS, THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH, TO NOT ONLY CREATE THE SUPREME COURT BUT ALSO TO DESIGN AND POPULATE THE
ENTIRE SYSTEM OF COURTS THAT OPERATE BENEATH IT. THIS DELEGATION OF POWER IS CRUCIAL BECAUSE IT ALLOWS FOR THE
JUDICIARY'S STRUCTURE AND REACH TO ADAPT OVER TIME, RESPONDING TO THE EVOLVING NEEDS OF THE NATION AND THE
COMPLEXITY OF ITS LEGAL LANDSCAPE.

W/ ITHOUT THIS EXPLICIT CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORIZATION, THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM AS WE KNOW IT WOULD SIMPLY NOT
EXIST. IMAGINE IF EVERY COURT, FROM THE SMALLEST DISTRICT COURT TO THE SPECIALIZED BANKRUPTCY COURTS, HAD TO BE
DIRECTLY ENUMERATED IN THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF. THE DOCUMENT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLY LENGTHY AND RIGID, UNABLE TO
KEEP PACE WITH THE GROWTH AND CHANGING DEMANDS OF A DYNAMIC SOCIETY. THEREFORE, ARTICLE III’S CONCISE GRANT OF
POWER TO CONGRESS PROVIDES THE NECESSARY FLEXIBILITY FOR THE JUDICIARY TO FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY. |T ENSURES THAT
CONGRESS/ AS THE REPRESENTATIVE BODY OF THE PEOPLE, HAS THE ULTIMATE SAY IN STRUCTURING THE VERY MECHANISMS BY
WHICH FEDERAL LAW IS INTERPRETED AND APPLIED.

HisTorICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY

THE INITIAL VISION FOR THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY, AS OUTLINED BY THE FRAMERS, WAS RELATIVELY MODEST. THEJUDICIARY AcTt
oF 1 789, PASSED DURING THE FIRST SESSION OF THE FIRST CONGRESS, WAS THE PIVOTAL EARLY EXERCISE OF THIS
CONGRESSIONAL POWER. THIS LANDMARK LEGISLATION DIDN,TJUST CREATE A SUPREME COURT; IT LAID THE BLUEPRINT FOR THE
ENTIRE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM. |T ESTABLISHED THE THREE-TIERED STRUCTURE THAT LARGELY PERSISTS TODAY: THE SUPREME
COURT AT THE APEX, CIRCUIT COURTS (\X/HICH SERVED AS BOTH TRIAL AND APPELLATE COURTS AT THE TIME), AND DISTRICT
COURTS AS THE PRIMARY TRIAL COURTS.

OVER THE CENTURIES, CONGRESS HAS REVISITED AND RESHAPED THIS STRUCTURE MULTIPLE TIMES, REFLECTING THE NATION'S
EXPANSION AND THE INCREASING COMPLEXITY OF FEDERAL LAW. THE JUDICIARY ACT ofF 1801, FOR INSTANCE, BRIEFLY
EXPANDED THE NUMBER OF FEDERAL JUDGESHIPS, A MOVE THAT WAS LATER REPEALED. THE EVARTS AcT oF 1891 was A
SIGNIFICANT OVERHAUL, FORMALLY CREATING THE U.S. CIRcUIT COURTS OF APPEALS, WHICH RELIEVED THE SUPREME COURT



OF MUCH OF ITS MANDATORY APPELLATE JURISDICTION AND STREAMLINED THE APPELLATE PROCESS. EACH AMENDMENT AND NEW
PIECE OF LEGISLATION BY CONGRESS HAS DEMONSTRATED ITS ONGOING ENGAGEMENT WITH AND CONTROL OVER THE DESIGN AND
FUNCTION OF THE INFERIOR FEDERAL COURTS.

THESE HISTORICAL ADJUSTMENTS HIGHLIGHT A CONTINUOUS DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT AND A
PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION. CONGRESS HAS CONSISTENTLY USED ITS POWER TO ADDRESS PRACTICAL
CHALLENGES, SUCH AS CASELOAD BACKLOGS, THE NEED FOR SPECIALIZED EXPERTISE, AND GEOGRAPHICAL EXPANSION. THE
EVOLUTION FROM THE INITIAL CIRCUIT-RIDING JUDGES TO THE MODERN, SPECIALIZED FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM IS A TESTAMENT TO
THE ADAPTABILITY AFFORDED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL GRANT OF POWER.

THe Scopre oF CONGRESSIONAL POWER

THE SCOPE OF CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO CREATE INFERIOR COURTS IS BROAD, ENCOMPASSING THE AUTHORITY TO DETERMINE
THE NUMBER OF COURTS, THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL JURISDICTION, THE NUMBER OF JUDGESHIPS IN EACH COURT, AND THE TYPES OF
CASES THEY CAN HEAR. CONGRESS CAN ESTABLISH COURTS WITH GENERAL JURISDICTION, MEANING THEY CAN HEAR A WIDE
RANGE OF FEDERAL LEGAL MATTERS, OR SPECIALIZED COURTS DESIGNED TO HANDLE SPECIFIC AREAS OF LAW. THIS FLEXIBILITY
ALLOWS FOR THE CREATION OF COURTS TAILORED TO ADDRESS UNIQUE LEGAL CHALLENGES, FROM INTERNATIONAL TRADE TO
VETERANS' CLAIMS.

FURTHERMORE, CONGRESS CAN DEFINE THE APPELLATE STRUCTURE, DICTATING WHICH COURTS REVIEW THE DECISIONS OF
OTHERS. THIS INCLUDES THE POWER TO GRANT APPELLATE JURISDICTION TO THE SUPREME COURT AND TO DETERMINE THE
APPELLATE JURISDICTION OF THE CIRCUIT COURTS. THE POWER EXTENDS TO ESTABLISHING ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURES FOR
THESE COURTS, INCLUDING THE APPOINTMENT OF CLERKS, MARSHALS, AND OTHER NECESSARY PERSONNEL. IN ESSENCE, CONGRESS
HAS THE LATITUDE TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN THE ENTIRE OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY BELOW THE
SuPREME COURT.

IT's ALSO IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE THAT CONGRESS CAN, AND HAS, ALTERED THE JURISDICTION OF THESE COURTS. LAaws
PASSED BY CONGRESS CAN EXPAND OR CONTRACT THE TYPES OF CASES THAT FEDERAL COURTS CAN HEAR, THEREBY
INFLUENCING THE REACH AND IMPACT OF FEDERAL LAW. THIS LEGISLATIVE CONTROL OVER JURISDICTION IS A CRITICAL ELEMENT
OF THE SEPARATION OF POWERS, ALLOWING CONGRESS TO DIRECT THE FOCUS OF THE JUDICIAL BRANCH ACCORDING TO
NATIONAL POLICY OBJECTIVES.

TyPes oF INFERIOR FEDERAL COURTS

THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY IS COMPRISED OF VARIOUS TYPES OF INFERIOR COURTS, EACH ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS TO SERVE
SPECIFIC FUNCTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE DISTINCTIONS IS KEY TO APPRECIATING THE BREADTH OF CONGRESSIONAL POWER.

e DisTRICT COURTS: THESE ARE THE GENERAL TRIAL COURTS OF THE FEDERAL SYSTEM. THEY ARE THE PRINCIPAL ENTRY
POINTS FOR MOST FEDERAL LITIGATION. THERE ARE 94 FEDERAL JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, EACH WITH AT LEAST ONE
COURTHOUSE. THESE COURTS CONDUCT TRIALS, HEAR EVIDENCE, AND RENDER JUDGMENTS.

e CiRcuIT CoUrTSs ofF APPEALS: OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS THE UNITED STATES COURTS OF APPEALS, THESE COURTS ARE
THE INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURTS. THEY REVIEW DECISIONS MADE BY THE DISTRICT COURTS. THEY DO NOT
CONDUCT NEW TRIALS; RATHER, THEY EXAMINE THE RECORD OF THE TRIAL COURT FOR ERRORS OF LAW. THERE ARE 13
U.S. CourTs ofF AppeaLs: 11 NUMBERED CIRCUITS, THE D.C. CiRcuIT, AND THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT.

® SPECIALTY CoOURTS: CONGRESS HAS ALSO ESTABLISHED SPECIALIZED FEDERAL COURTS TO HANDLE PARTICULAR AREAS
OF LAW WHERE EXPERTISE IS CRUCIAL. THESE INCLUDE:

o BANKRUPTCY COURTS: THESE ARE ESSENTIALLY UNITS OF THE DISTRICT COURTS, SPECIFICALLY HANDLING
BANKRUPTCY PROCEEDINGS.

o COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE: THIS COURT HEARS CIVIL CASES ARISING FROM IMPORT TRANSACTIONS AND
OTHER LAWS GOVERNING INTERNATIONAL TRADE.

o U.S. CourT oF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS: THIS COURT REVIEWS DECISIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
\/ETERANS AFFAIRS REGARDING BENEFIT CLAIMS.



o U.S. TAX COURT: THIS COURT HEARS DISPUTES BETWEEN TAXPAYERS AND THE IRS. WHILE IT IS AN ARTICLE |
COURT, ITS DECISIONS ARE REVIEWABLE BY ARTICLE Il COURTS.

THE CREATION AND DESIGN OF THESE DIVERSE COURTS DEMONSTRATE THE PRAGMATIC WAY CONGRESS HAS UTILIZED ITS
CONSTITUTIONAL MANDATE TO ENSURE THAT THE FEDERAL JUDICIAL SYSTEM IS BOTH ACCESSIBLE AND EFFICIENT IN ADDRESSING
THE NATION'S LEGAL NEEDS. EACH COURT TYPE FILLS A VITAL NICHE, CONTRIBUTING TO THE OVERALL ADMINISTRATION OF
FEDERAL JUSTICE.

LIMITATIONS ON CONGRESSIONAL POWER

W/HILE CONGRESS POSSESSES SUBSTANTIAL POWER IN ESTABLISHING INFERIOR COURTS, THIS AUTHORITY IS NOT ABSOLUTE.
SEVERAL CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES AND JUDICIAL INTERPRETATIONS ACT AS CHECKS AND BALANCES, ENSURING THAT
CONGRESSIONAL ACTIONS REMAIN WITHIN CONSTITUTIONAL BOUNDS. ONE SIGNIFICANT LIMITATION STEMS FROM THE NATURE OF
THE “JupICIAL PoweER oF THE UNITED STATES” VESTED IN ARTICLE Il COURTS. THESE ARE OFTEN REFERRED TO AS “ARTICLE Il
COURTS,” AND THEIR JUDGES ENJOY LIFE TENURE AND SALARY PROTECTION TO ENSURE JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE.

CONGRESS CANNOT CREATE COURTS THAT ARE OSTENSIBLY ARTICLE |l| COURTS BUT UNDERMINE THESE CORE PROTECTIONS.
For EXAMPLE, IT CANNOT APPOINT JUDGES TO ARTICLE Il COURTS WHO CAN BE REMOVED AT WILL OR HAVE THEIR SALARIES
REDUCED ARBITRARILY. FURTHERMORE, CONGRESS CANNOT ASSIGN PURELY JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS, WHICH ARE INHERENTLY VESTED
IN ARTICLE llI COURTS, TO NON-JUDICIAL BRANCHES OR TO ARTICLE | COURTS IN A WAY THAT WOULD USURP THE ROLE OF
ARTICLE Il JuDICIARY. THIS IS OFTEN DEBATED IN THE CONTEXT OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES AND THEIR POWERS.

ANOTHER CRITICAL LIMITATION IS THAT ANY COURT CREATED BY CONGRESS MUST OPERATE WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF
FEDERAL LAW AND THE CONSTITUTION. THE JURISDICTION CONFERRED UPON THESE COURTS CANNOT EXCEED THAT GRANTED BY
ARTICLE lll oF THE CONSTITUTION. CONGRESS ALSO CANNOT CREATE COURTS THAT INFRINGE UPON THE POWERS RESERVED TO
THE STATES UNDER THE TENTH AMENDMENT/ UNLESS DEALING WITH MATTERS WITHIN THE ENUMERATED POWERS OF THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT. THE SUPREME COURT/ THROUGH ITS INTERPRETATIVE ROLE, ACTS AS THE ULTIMATE ARBITER OF THESE
LIMITATIONS, ENSURING THAT CONGRESS'S POWER TO CREATE COURTS IS EXERCISED RESPONSIBLY AND CONSTITUTIONALLY.

THE RoLE oF INFERIOR COURTS IN THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM

THE INFERIOR FEDERAL COURTS, ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESSIONAL POWER, ARE THE WORKHORSES OF THE FEDERAL JUDICIAL
SYSTEM. THEY ARE THE PRIMARY VENUES WHERE FEDERAL LAW IS APPLIED AND INTERPRETED IN THE FIRST INSTANCE. DISTRICT
COURTS, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE WHERE TRIALS TAKE PLACE, WHERE EVIDENCE IS PRESENTED, AND WHERE JURIES RENDER VERDICTS.
THEY HANDLE A STAGGERING VOLUME OF CASES, RANGING FROM CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS FOR FEDERAL OFFENSES TO CIVIL
DISPUTES INVOLVING FEDERAL STATUTES, CONSTITUTIONAL CLAIMS, AND CONTROVERSIES BETWEEN CITIZENS OF DIFFERENT
STATES (DIVERSITY JURISDICTION).

THE CIRCUIT COURTS OF APPEALS PLAY AN EQUALLY CRUCIAL ROLE BY PROVIDING A LAYER OF REVIEW. THEY ENSURE THAT
FEDERAL LAW IS APPLIED CONSISTENTLY ACROSS THEIR RESPECTIVE CIRCUITS AND THAT ERRORS OF LA MADE BY DISTRICT
COURTS ARE CORRECTED. THIS APPELLATE FUNCTION IS VITAL FOR DEVELOPING A COHERENT BODY OF FEDERAL JURISPRUDENCE
AND FOR PROVIDING LITIGANTS WITH A MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITY TO CHALLENGE LOWER COURT DECISIONS. W/ITHOUT THESE
INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURTS, THE SUPREME COURT WOULD BE INUNDATED WITH APPEALS, RENDERING IT INCAPABLE OF
FULFILLING ITS ROLE AS THE FINAL ARBITER OF FEDERAL LAW.

SPECIALTY COURTS, AS MENTIONED, BRING FOCUSED EXPERTISE TO COMPLEX AREAS OF LAW. THIS SPECIALIZATION NOT ONLY
ENHANCES THE EFFICIENCY OF THE JUDICIAL PROCESS BUT ALSO LEADS TO MORE INFORMED AND NUANCED DECISION-MAKING IN
FIELDS LIKE INTERNATIONAL TRADE, PATENT LAW, OR BANKRUPTCY. COLLECTIVELY/ THESE INFERIOR COURTS FORM THE
BACKBONE OF FEDERAL JUSTICE, MAKING THE LEGAL SYSTEM ACCESSIBLE TO INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES AND ENSURING THE UNIFORM APPLICATION OF FEDERAL LAWS.



MODERN IMPLICATIONS AND DEBATES

THE CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO CREATE COURTS INFERIOR TO THE SUPREME COURT REMAINS A TOPIC OF ONGOING DISCUSSION
AND DEBATE IN CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN JURISPRUDENCE. ONE PERSISTENT ISSUE REVOLVES AROUND THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
JURISDICTION OF SPECIALIZED OR “LEGISLATIVE” COURTS (ARTICLE | COURTS) VERSUS “CONSTITUTIONAL” COURTS (ARTICLE
[ll coUrRTS). DEBATES OFTEN CENTER ON WHETHER CONGRESS IS ENCROACHING ON THE ESSENTIAL JUDICIAL POWER RESERVED
FOR ARTICLE |ll COURTS WHEN IT CREATES BODIES WITH SIGNIFICANT ADJUDICATORY FUNCTIONS THAT LACK THE FULL
PROTECTIONS OF LIFE TENURE AND SALARY SECURITY FOR THEIR JUDGES.

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATION IS THE ROLE OF THESE INFERIOR COURTS IN SHAPING PUBLIC POLICY. THROUGH THEIR
INTERPRETATIONS OF FEDERAL STATUTES AND THE CONSTITUTIONI THE DECISIONS OF DISTRICT AND CIRCUIT COURTS CAN HAVE
PROFOUND IMPACTS ON SOCIETY, EVEN IF THOSE DECISIONS ARE LATER REVIEWED OR OVERTURNED BY HIGHER COURTS. THE
SHEER VOLUME OF LITIGATION MEANS THAT THESE COURTS ARE CONSTANTLY MAKING DECISIONS THAT AFFECT INDIVIDUALS,
BUSINESSES, AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. THE STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION OF THESE COURTS, AS DETERMINED BY CONGRESS,
THUS DIRECTLY INFLUENCE THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF FEDERAL LAW.

FURTHERMORE/ THE ONGOING DEBATE ABOUT JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS, THE WORKLOAD OF THE FEDERAL COURTS, AND THE
APPROPRIATE SCOPE OF FEDERAL JURISDICTION ARE ALL INTRINSICALLY LINKED TO CONGRESS'S FOUNDATIONAL POWER TO
ESTABLISH AND STRUCTURE THE INFERIOR JUDICIARY. AS THE NATION EVOLVES, SO TOO WILL THE CHALLENGES AND
DISCUSSIONS SURROUNDING THIS CRITICAL ASPECT OF GOVERNMENTAL POWER.

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY CONSTITUTIONAL SOURCE FOR CONGRESS'S AUTHORITY TO
CREATE FEDERAL COURTS?

A: THE PRIMARY CONSTITUTIONAL SOURCE IS ARTICLE Ill, SECTION 1 oF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, WHICH STATES
THAT THE JUDICIAL POWER SHALL BE VESTED IN ONE SUPREME COURT AND IN SUCH INFERIOR COURTS AS CONGRESS MAY FROM
TIME TO TIME ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH.

Q: CAN CONGRESS CREATE FEDERAL COURTS THAT ARE COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OF
THE SUPREME COURT?

A: No, WHILE CONGRESS CAN CREATE “INFERIOR COURTS” THAT ARE SUBORDINATE TO THE SUPREME COURT, THE SUPREME
COURT, AS THE HIGHEST COURT, HAS THE ULTIMATE APPELLATE JURISDICTION OVER CASES HEARD BY THESE INFERIOR FEDERAL
COURTS, ENSURING A UNIFIED FEDERAL JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF SPECIALIZED FEDERAL COURTS CONGRESS HAS
CREATED?

A: EXAaMPLES INCLUDE THE U.S. COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE, THE U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS, AND
BANKRUPTCY COURTS, WHICH ARE DESIGNED TO HANDLE SPECIFIC AREAS OF FEDERAL LAW.

Q: Does CONGRESS HAVE THE POWER TO ABOLISH INFERIOR FEDERAL COURTS IT HAS
PREVIOUSLY CREATED?

A: YES, BECAUSE CONGRESS HAS THE POWER TO ESTABLISH THESE COURTS, IT ALSO GENERALLY POSSESSES THE POWER TO
ALTER THEIR JURISDICTION OR EVEN ABOLISH THEM, THOUGH SUCH ACTIONS ARE OFTEN COMPLEX AND POLITICALLY CHARGED.

QI ARE JUDGES IN ALL INFERIOR FEDERAL COURTS APPOINTED FOR LIFE?

A: NO, ONLY JUDGES IN ARTICLE Il COURTS (CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS) ARE APPOINTED FOR LIFE AND ENJOY SALARY
PROTECTION.JUDGES IN ARTICLE | COURTS (LEGISLATIVE COURTS)I SUCH AS ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES OR JUDGES ON SOME
SPECIALIZED COURTS, TYPICALLY SERVE FOR FIXED TERMS.



QI How DOES CONGRESSIONAL POWER TO CREATE COURTS AFFECT THE PRINCIPLE OF
JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE?

A: WHILE CONGRESS CREATES THE COURTS, ARTICLE Il JUDGES IT APPOINTS ARE GRANTED LIFE TENURE AND SALARY
PROTECTION TO SHIELD THEM FROM POLITICAL PRESSURE, THEREBY PRESERVING JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE. HO\X/EVER/ THE
STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION OF ARTICLE | COURTS, CREATED BY CONGRESS, CAN SOMETIMES RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
EXTENT OF JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE COMPARED TO ARTICLE Il COURTS.

Q: CAN CONGRESS GRANT JURISDICTION TO FEDERAL COURTS TO HEAR STATE LAW
ISSUES?

A: CONGRESS CAN GRANT FEDERAL COURTS JURISDICTION OVER STATE LAW ISSUES ONLY IN SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES, MOST
NOTABLY THROUGH ”DIVERSITYJURISDICTION/” WHICH ALLOWS FEDERAL COURTS TO HEAR CIVIL DISPUTES BETWEEN CITIZENS
OF DIFFERENT STATES. OTHER\X/ISE, FEDERAL COURTS PRIMARILY HEAR CASES ARISING UNDER FEDERAL LAW.
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