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Comparative Psychological Anthropology: Exploring the Human Psyche Across Cultures

Introduction

Delving into the intricacies of the human mind, comparative psychological anthropology offers a fascinating
lens through which to understand ourselves. This interdisciplinary field bridges the gap between
psychology and anthropology, examining how cultural contexts shape psychological processes and,
conversely, how universal psychological predispositions manifest differently across diverse societies. By
analyzing beliefs, behaviors, emotions, and cognitive patterns, this approach seeks to uncover both the
shared foundations of human experience and the remarkable variations that arise from cultural immersion.
Understanding comparative psychological anthropology is crucial for appreciating the plasticity of the
human psyche and the profound impact of socialization on individual development and collective identity.
This article will explore the core tenets of comparative psychological anthropology, its key methodologies,
significant historical developments, prominent theoretical frameworks, and the vital role it plays in

fostering cross-cultural understanding and addressing contemporary global challenges.
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Understanding Comparative Psychological Anthropology

Comparative psychological anthropology is an academic discipline that fundamentally investigates the
relationship between psychological phenomena and cultural practices. It moves beyond the Western-
centric view of psychology by examining how human emotions, cognition, motivations, and social
behaviors are influenced by the diverse cultural environments in which people live. The core idea is that
while certain psychological tendencies might be universal to the human species, their expression,
interpretation, and significance are profoundly shaped by the specific cultural norms, values, and social
structures of a given society. This field seeks to understand the human mind not as an isolated entity, but as
a product of its cultural situatedness, exploring how different cultures conceptualize mental states, social

relationships, and the very nature of personhood.

By engaging in comparative studies, researchers aim to identify universal psychological patterns that
transcend cultural boundaries, as well as the specific adaptations and variations that arise from different
historical trajectories and ecological pressures. This nuanced understanding allows for a more accurate and
comprehensive picture of human psychological diversity, challenging assumptions that may be rooted in a
single cultural context. The discipline often grapples with questions such as: How do different cultures
define and express emotions like sadness or anger? How do varying child-rearing practices impact
cognitive development and personality formation? What are the cultural underpinnings of mental illness

and its treatment?

Core Concepts and Objectives in Comparative Psychological
Anthropology

At its heart, comparative psychological anthropology is concerned with several key concepts that drive its
research agenda. One of the most fundamental is the concept of enculturation, the process by which
individuals learn and internalize the values, beliefs, norms, and behaviors of their culture. This lifelong

process is central to understanding how cultural patterns become ingrained in psychological experience.

Another critical concept is cultural relativism, which posits that a person's beliefs, values, and practices
should be understood based on that person's own culture, rather than be judged against the criteria of
another. In comparative psychological anthropology, this means avoiding ethnocentrism — judging other
cultures by the standards of one's own — and striving for an objective understanding of diverse

psychological expressions.

The objective of identifying psychological universals is also paramount. This involves searching for
fundamental psychological processes or capacities that are common to all humans, regardless of their cultural

background. Examples might include the capacity for language, basic emotional responses, or the need for



social connection. Simultaneously, the field seeks to understand cultural specificity, detailing the unique

ways these universals are expressed or modified by cultural traditions.

Furthermore, ethnoscience and ethnomedicine are often relevant. Ethnoscience explores the indigenous
classification systems and knowledge about the world, including how people categorize psychological states
and social interactions. Ethnomedicine focuses on how different cultures understand health, illness, and

healing, often revealing culturally specific understandings of mental well-being and distress.

The Nature of Personhood Across Cultures

A significant area of inquiry within comparative psychological anthropology is the diverse
conceptualizations of personhood. How individuals understand themselves, their relationships, and their
place in the social order varies dramatically across cultures. In many Western societies, there is an emphasis
on an independent, autonomous self. In contrast, many East Asian or indigenous cultures might emphasize a
more interdependent self, where identity is deeply interwoven with social relationships and group

affiliations.

These differing conceptions of personhood influence a wide range of psychological phenomena, including
self-esteem, motivation, emotional regulation, and decision-making. Understanding these variations is
crucial for appreciating why certain psychological theories or interventions developed in one cultural

context may not readily translate to another.

Emotional Experience and Expression

Emotions are a cornerstone of human experience, and comparative psychological anthropology investigates
how emotions are culturally construed, expressed, and managed. While basic emotions like joy, sadness,
anger, and fear are likely universal, the triggers for these emotions, the acceptable ways of displaying

them, and the cultural interpretations of emotional states can differ significantly.

For instance, some cultures may encourage the open expression of grief, while others may value stoicism.
The concept of "affective display rules" — the socially learned norms for when and how to show emotion —
are a key focus. This comparative work helps to demystify emotional diversity and challenge the notion

that there is a single "correct” way to feel or express emotions.

Cognitive Processes and Cultural Influence



Cognition, encompassing perception, memory, reasoning, and problem-solving, is another vital area of
study. Comparative psychological anthropology explores how cultural frameworks shape cognitive
processes. This includes examining how language, as a cultural product, influences thought (as explored in
the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis), and how different educational systems and daily practices foster distinct

cognitive skills.

For example, research has shown that individuals from certain cultures might excel at holistic thinking,
focusing on context and relationships, while others might be more inclined towards analytic thinking,
emphasizing individual attributes and abstract rules. Understanding these cognitive variations is essential

for designing effective cross-cultural communication and education strategies.

Methodologies Employed in Comparative Psychological
Anthropology

The research methods employed in comparative psychological anthropology are as diverse as the cultures
they study. These methodologies are designed to gather rich, nuanced data that can illuminate the
interplay between culture and the psyche. A foundational approach is ethnography, which involves
immersive fieldwork where researchers live within a community, observe daily life, and build

relationships with informants to gain an insider's perspective.

Within ethnography, a variety of data collection techniques are used. These include participant observation,
where the researcher actively participates in the cultural activities they are studying, and in-depth
interviews, allowing for detailed exploration of individual experiences and beliefs. Case studies focusing on

individuals or specific events within a cultural context also provide valuable insights.

Beyond qualitative methods, quantitative approaches are also crucial for comparative studies. These can
involve surveys, standardized psychological tests (carefully adapted and validated for cross-cultural use),
and experimental designs. For instance, researchers might compare reaction times on cognitive tasks across

different cultural groups or administer questionnaires to assess attitudes and beliefs.

A critical methodological consideration is cross-cultural comparison, which involves systematically
collecting data from multiple cultures to identify similarities and differences. This requires careful attention
to ensuring that concepts and measures are equivalent across contexts, a process known as emic-etic
analysis. The emic perspective focuses on understanding phenomena from the viewpoint of the insider,

while the etic perspective applies universal categories or concepts from an outsider's view.



Qualitative Research Techniques

Participant Observation

In-depth Interviews

Focus Groups

Life Histories

Discourse Analysis

Visual Anthropology (e.g., analyzing art, photography)

Qualitative methods are indispensable for capturing the subjective experiences and cultural meanings that
shape psychological processes. Ethnographers strive to understand the "why" behind behaviors and beliefs,
often uncovering subtle cultural nuances that quantitative methods might miss. The richness of narrative

and descriptive data allows for a deep appreciation of the lived realities of individuals within their cultural

frameworks.

Quantitative Research Techniques

1. Cross-cultural Surveys

2. Psychometric Testing (with cultural adaptation)
3. Behavioral Observation (quantified)

4. Experimental Designs

5. Content Analysis of Cultural Artifacts

Quantitative methods provide the statistical power to identify patterns and test hypotheses across larger
populations. When conducting cross-cultural quantitative research, researchers must be acutely aware of

potential biases in sampling, instrument design, and administration to ensure that the comparisons are valid



and reliable. This often involves extensive pilot testing and validation studies.

Historical Evolution of Comparative Psychological Anthropology

The roots of comparative psychological anthropology can be traced back to early anthropological and
psychological explorations of human diversity. The discipline has evolved significantly over time, moving

from broad generalizations to more nuanced, data-driven approaches.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, early anthropologists like Franz Boas and his students emphasized
the importance of detailed ethnographic fieldwork and cultural relativism. Boas, in particular, challenged
prevailing evolutionary theories that posited a linear progression of cultures and minds, advocating instead
for understanding each culture on its own terms. His work laid the groundwork for a more nuanced

appreciation of cultural diversity.

During the mid-20th century, figures like Margaret Mead and Ruth Benedict explored the relationship
between culture and personality. Mead's studies of adolescent girls in Samoa and the Mundugumor and
Arapesh peoples in New Guinea, although later subject to some debate, were groundbreaking in suggesting
that personality traits were not solely biological but were significantly shaped by cultural upbringing.
Benedict's work, particularly "The Chrysanthemum and the Sword," examined the cultural patterns of

Japanese society, highlighting how cultural configurations could influence individual psychology.

The rise of psychological anthropology as a distinct subfield gained momentum in the post-war era. Scholars
like Clyde Kluckhohn and Edward Sapir contributed significantly to understanding how language and
culture mediate thought. The culture and personality school, though sometimes criticized for its broad

generalizations, was pivotal in bringing psychological questions to the forefront of anthropological inquiry.

More recent developments have seen a greater integration of cognitive science, neuroscience, and
evolutionary psychology into comparative psychological anthropology. This has led to a more sophisticated
understanding of the interplay between biological predispositions and cultural influences, moving beyond

the nature-nurture dichotomy to explore how they co-construct human experience.

The Culture and Personality School

The "culture and personality” movement, prominent from the 1930s to the 1950s, was a major force in
shaping early comparative psychological anthropology. Anthropologists in this school, such as Ruth
Benedict and Margaret Mead, sought to identify national or cultural character types and understand how
cultural institutions and practices molded individual personalities. They often used psychodynamic theories

to explain the relationship between child-rearing practices and adult personality structures.



‘While this school made significant contributions by highlighting the impact of culture on personality, it also
faced criticism for its potential for oversimplification and the generalization of findings from limited
samples. Despite these criticisms, its legacy lies in firmly establishing the importance of cultural context for

psychological understanding.

The Cognitive Turn

The "cognitive turn" in anthropology, which gained traction in the latter half of the 20th century, shifted
focus towards how cultures shape cognitive processes, knowledge systems, and categorization. This era saw
the rise of ethnoscience, which applied linguistic and anthropological methods to understand indigenous
conceptual systems, including how people classify plants, kinship, or illness. Researchers explored how

cultural experiences and learning environments influenced memory, perception, and reasoning.

This development moved the field beyond personality traits to a more granular analysis of how specific
cultural practices, beliefs, and languages influence the very way people think and process information. It
recognized that cognitive abilities are not static but are actively shaped by the cultural toolkit available to

individuals.

Key Theoretical Frameworks in Comparative Psychological
Anthropology

Several theoretical frameworks have been instrumental in guiding research in comparative psychological

anthropology, each offering a distinct perspective on the culture-mind nexus.

The symbolic-interpretive approach, heavily influenced by Clifford Geertz, views culture as a system of
shared meanings and symbols. This perspective emphasizes understanding cultural practices and beliefs as a
form of text that can be interpreted to reveal underlying psychological states and social realities. The focus

is on the subjective meanings that individuals and groups ascribe to their experiences.

Cognitive anthropology explores how cultures organize knowledge and shape cognitive processes. Theories
within this framework often examine cultural models, schema, and semantic networks to understand how
people learn, categorize, and make sense of their world. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which suggests that

language influences thought, is a classic example of a cognitive-linguistic perspective relevant to this field.

Social learning theory and cultural transmission models are also vital. These frameworks emphasize how
psychological traits, behaviors, and beliefs are acquired through observation, imitation, and reinforcement

within a cultural context. Understanding how knowledge and skills are passed down through generations



is central to these theoretical orientations.

More contemporary frameworks often integrate insights from evolutionary psychology, developmental
psychology, and neuroscience. These approaches seek to understand how universal human predispositions
interact with specific cultural environments to produce the observed diversity in psychological expression.
This includes exploring the biological underpinnings of behavior and how culture can modulate these

innate tendencies.

The Ecological-Evolutionary Perspective

This perspective views cultural variations in psychological phenomena as adaptations to specific
environmental and social conditions that have emerged over evolutionary time. It suggests that different
ecological pressures and social structures have favored the development of particular psychological
strategies and traits. For instance, societies living in resource-scarce environments might develop different

patterns of cooperation or risk-taking compared to those in more abundant settings.

Researchers utilizing this framework often examine how historical trajectories and selective pressures have
shaped the psychological makeup of different populations, looking for functional explanations for observed

cultural differences in behavior and belief.

Sociocultural Theories of Development

Drawing heavily from the work of Lev Vygotsky, sociocultural theories emphasize the crucial role of social
interaction and cultural tools in shaping cognitive and psychological development. This perspective
highlights that higher mental functions develop through internalization of social processes and are mediated

by cultural artifacts, particularly language.

In a comparative context, this means examining how different cultural environments provide unique sets
of tools, interactions, and learning opportunities that foster distinct developmental pathways. It underscores
that psychological development is not a universal, unfolding process but one that is deeply embedded in

and shaped by the social and cultural milieu.

Applications and Significance of Comparative Psychological
Anthropology



The insights gained from comparative psychological anthropology have far-reaching applications across

numerous fields and are crucial for fostering a more inclusive and understanding global society.

In international relations and diplomacy, a deep understanding of cultural psychological differences is
essential for effective communication, negotiation, and conflict resolution. Recognizing how different
cultures perceive authority, hierarchy, directness in communication, and concepts of time can prevent

misunderstandings and build trust.

In global business and marketing, comparative psychological anthropology helps in tailoring products,
services, and advertising campaigns to resonate with the values, motivations, and aesthetic preferences of
diverse consumer populations. What is persuasive or appealing in one culture might be irrelevant or even

offensive in another.

In healthcare and mental health services, this field is vital for developing culturally sensitive and effective
treatments. Understanding culturally specific explanations for illness (idioms of distress), attitudes towards
mental health, and traditional healing practices can improve patient care and outcomes. It helps to avoid
imposing Western diagnostic categories or therapeutic approaches that may not be appropriate or effective

in other cultural contexts.

Furthermore, comparative psychological anthropology contributes to education. By understanding how
children in different cultures learn and develop, educators can create more effective pedagogical strategies
that are attuned to local cognitive styles and learning preferences. It also informs the development of cross-

cultural training programs for professionals working in diverse environments.

Cross-Cultural Competence and Global Citizenship

One of the most significant outcomes of studying comparative psychological anthropology is the cultivation
of cross-cultural competence. This involves developing the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to
interact effectively with people from different cultural backgrounds. It fosters an appreciation for diversity,
reduces prejudice, and enhances one's ability to navigate intercultural interactions with sensitivity and

respect.

By understanding the psychological underpinnings of cultural differences, individuals can become more
effective global citizens, contributing to a world where diverse perspectives are valued and understood.

This can lead to greater collaboration, empathy, and mutual respect on a global scale.



Informing Psychological Theory

Comparative psychological anthropology plays a crucial role in refining and expanding psychological
theories themselves. By testing psychological principles and models in a wide array of cultural contexts,
researchers can identify universal patterns that are indeed species-wide and, equally importantly, uncover

those aspects of psychology that are culturally constructed or specific.

This comparative approach challenges the often-unacknowledged ethnocentrism within mainstream
psychology, which has historically been dominated by Western research participants. It pushes for the
development of more inclusive, globally relevant, and accurate theories of human behavior and mental

processes.

Challenges and Future Directions in Comparative Psychological

Anthropology

Despite its profound insights, comparative psychological anthropology faces several ongoing challenges. One
of the most significant is the issue of ethnocentrism and bias in research. Researchers must be vigilant in

their efforts to avoid imposing their own cultural assumptions onto the data they collect and analyze.

Another challenge is the validity and comparability of data across cultures. Ensuring that psychological
instruments and research methods are equivalent and culturally appropriate for diverse populations
requires rigorous validation and adaptation. The risk of oversimplification and stereotyping remains a

concern, necessitating careful and nuanced analysis.

The dynamic nature of cultures also presents a challenge. Cultures are not static entities; they evolve and
change, often influenced by globalization and technological advancements. Researchers must account for

this fluidity in their studies.

Future directions for comparative psychological anthropology are exciting. There is a growing interest in
integrating neuroscience and genetics with anthropological methods to understand the biological and
cultural co-evolution of the human mind. The study of globalization's impact on local psychologies,

including the adoption and adaptation of global media and technologies, is also a burgeoning area.

Furthermore, there is a push towards more participatory research methods, where researchers collaborate
closely with community members, empowering them to define research questions and interpret findings.
This approach fosters greater cultural sensitivity and ensures that research is relevant and beneficial to the

communities being studied.



Navigating Cultural Nuance and Complexity

The inherent complexity of human cultures presents a continuous challenge for researchers. Each society is
a tapestry of diverse subcultures, individual variations, and historical layers, making it difficult to
generalize findings. Comparative psychological anthropologists must strive for a deep appreciation of this

internal diversity within cultures, avoiding monolithic representations.

Furthermore, the very definition of psychological concepts can vary. What constitutes "well-being,"
"stress,” or "identity" can be understood differently across cultures, requiring careful operationalization and

contextualization of research variables.

The Impact of Globalization

Globalization has introduced new complexities and opportunities for comparative psychological
anthropology. Increased cultural contact, migration, and the spread of global media and technologies are

leading to both the homogenization and hybridization of cultural practices and psychological expressions.

Future research will likely focus on understanding how individuals and communities navigate these global
influences, how they maintain or adapt their cultural identities, and the psychological consequences of
these processes. This includes examining the psychological impacts of transnationalism and the formation of

hybrid identities.

Conclusion

Comparative psychological anthropology offers an indispensable framework for understanding the rich
tapestry of the human psyche. By meticulously examining how culture shapes our thoughts, emotions, and
behaviors, and vice versa, this field illuminates both our shared humanity and our remarkable diversity. Its
rigorous methodologies, from immersive ethnography to cross-cultural quantitative studies, provide
invaluable insights into the core concepts of enculturation, cultural relativism, and the complex interplay of
universal predispositions and cultural specificity. The historical evolution of the discipline, from the culture
and personality school to contemporary cognitive and neuroscientific integrations, demonstrates its ongoing

refinement and increasing sophistication.

The theoretical frameworks, including symbolic-interpretive approaches and sociocultural development
theories, provide robust lenses through which to analyze the human mind. The applications of this field are
vast, impacting global relations, business, healthcare, and education, and fostering essential cross-cultural

competence and global citizenship. Despite inherent challenges in navigating cultural nuance and the



complexities of globalization, the future of comparative psychological anthropology promises even deeper
understanding through interdisciplinary collaboration and participatory research. Ultimately, this discipline
enriches our perception of what it means to be human by celebrating and understanding the myriad ways

our minds are shaped by the worlds we inhabit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core methodologies employed in comparative psychological
anthropology?

Comparative psychological anthropologists utilize a range of methodologies, including ethnographic
fieldwork (participant observation, interviews), cross-cultural surveys, archival research, content analysis of
cultural artifacts, and sometimes experimental designs adapted for cultural contexts. The emphasis is on

understanding psychological processes within their specific cultural and historical frameworks.

How does comparative psychological anthropology differ from cultural
psychology and cross-cultural psychology?

While related, comparative psychological anthropology often delves deeper into the historical and symbolic
dimensions of cultural practices, examining how these shape psychological experience. Cultural psychology
focuses on how culture shapes psychology within a single group, while cross-cultural psychology often
seeks universal psychological principles by comparing across different cultures, sometimes with a stronger

quantitative focus.

What are some key theoretical debates currently shaping comparative
psychological anthropology?

Current debates revolve around the universality versus cultural specificity of psychological phenomena
(e.g., emotions, cognition), the influence of globalization on local psychologies, the role of embodiment and
material culture in shaping minds, and the ethical considerations of psychological research in diverse

cultural settings.

How is comparative psychological anthropology addressing issues of
power and inequality in its research?

Researchers are increasingly attentive to how power dynamics, colonialism, and socioeconomic inequalities
influence psychological experiences and expressions within and between cultures. This involves
deconstructing Western-centric assumptions and centering the voices and perspectives of marginalized

communities.



‘What role does the concept of 'self play in comparative psychological
anthropological studies?

The concept of 'self is a central focus, as comparative psychological anthropologists explore the diverse ways
individuals understand and construct their identities, agency, and relationships across different cultural

contexts. This moves beyond universalist notions of a solitary, independent self.

What are the implications of comparative psychological anthropology for
understanding mental health and well-being globally?

This field offers crucial insights into the cultural shaping of mental distress, resilience, and healing practices.
It challenges Western diagnostic categories and promotes culturally sensitive approaches to mental health

support, recognizing diverse forms of well-being.

How are technological advancements impacting the practice of
comparative psychological anthropology?

Digital technologies facilitate data collection (e.g., online surveys, social media analysis), cross-cultural
collaboration, and the dissemination of research. However, they also raise new questions about digital

divides, online cultural expressions, and data privacy in cross-cultural research.

‘What are some recent areas of emerging interest within comparative
psychological anthropology?

Emerging interests include the psychology of environmental change and adaptation, the impact of
migration and displacement on identity and cognition, the role of ritual and symbolism in fostering social

cohesion and psychological resilience, and the intersection of neuroscience and cultural understanding.

How does comparative psychological anthropology contribute to

challenging essentialist or reductionist views of human nature?

By emphasizing the profound influence of cultural context, history, and social structures on psychological
processes, the field actively counters the idea of a fixed, universal human nature. It highlights the plasticity

and diversity of human experience, demonstrating how our minds are shaped by the worlds we inhabit.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to comparative psychological anthropology, each with a short description:



The Shamanic State: A Cross-Cultural Exploration of Consciousness

This book delves into the diverse practices and experiences of shamans across various cultures, examining
how altered states of consciousness are understood, induced, and utilized. It explores the psychological and
social functions of shamanism, connecting these practices to fundamental human experiences of meaning-
making and healing. Through comparative analysis, the author highlights commonalities and divergences

in how societies engage with the spiritual realm and the human psyche.

The Self in Cross-Cultural Perspective

This work investigates the concept of the "self" as it is constructed and experienced in different cultural
contexts. It challenges Western notions of individualism by presenting ethnographic evidence of more
collectivistic or relational understandings of personhood. The book explores how cultural values, social
structures, and linguistic frameworks shape an individual's sense of identity, agency, and place in the

world.

Emotions in Different Worlds: An Anthropological Study

This title explores the complex and varied ways emotions are understood, expressed, and regulated across
different societies. It argues against universalist theories of emotion, demonstrating how cultural norms,
historical contexts, and social relationships influence emotional experiences. The book provides rich
ethnographic examples to illustrate how emotions are not simply biological responses but are deeply

embedded in cultural meaning systems.

Cognition and Culture: Exploring the Mind's Diversity

This book examines the interplay between human cognition and cultural environments, questioning
whether cognitive processes are universal or culturally shaped. It explores how different cultures develop
unique ways of categorizing, reasoning, and problem-solving based on their specific experiences and
knowledge systems. The author uses a comparative approach to demonstrate the remarkable diversity of

human thought.

Dreaming and Culture: A Global Survey

This study offers a broad comparative analysis of the role and interpretation of dreams in various cultures
throughout history and around the world. It investigates how dreams are seen as sources of prophecy,

spiritual insight, psychological reflection, or simply random neural activity. The book highlights the



diverse cultural meanings attributed to the dream state and its significance in shaping individual and

collective life.

Childhood in Comparative Perspective: Developmental Paths Across
Cultures

This work provides a comparative examination of childhood experiences and developmental trajectories in
different cultural settings. It explores how societal expectations, parenting practices, and cultural values
shape children's cognitive, social, and emotional development. The book challenges ethnocentric views of

child-rearing and highlights the diverse pathways to becoming a competent adult.

Myth and Psychology: Understanding Universal Narratives

This title explores the deep connections between mythology and human psychology, analyzing how
recurring themes and archetypes in myths reflect fundamental aspects of the human psyche. It draws on
cross-cultural examples to illustrate how myths serve to explain the world, provide moral guidance, and
process universal human experiences like birth, death, and transformation. The book offers insights into the

psychological functions of storytelling.

Ritual and the Psyche: Cross-Cultural Studies of Transformation

This book investigates the psychological impact of ritual practices across diverse societies, focusing on how
rituals facilitate personal and social transformation. It examines how shared symbolic actions, communal
participation, and altered states of consciousness within ritual settings can influence individual identity,
emotional well-being, and social cohesion. The author provides an in-depth comparative analysis of various

ritual forms and their psychological effects.

The Anthropology of Consciousness: Exploring the Varieties of
Awareness

This comparative study delves into the multifaceted nature of human consciousness as it is experienced and
understood in different cultures. It explores how various societies conceptualize awareness, explore altered
states of consciousness through practices like meditation or trance, and attribute meaning to subjective
experience. The book offers a rich tapestry of ethnographic data to illustrate the cultural shaping of the

mind.
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