
communist manifesto views on family
The Communist Manifesto, a foundational document of Marxist thought, famously critiques many
aspects of bourgeois society, and its views on the family are no exception. Far from advocating for
the abolition of all family structures, Marx and Engels presented a nuanced analysis of how the
existing bourgeois family, they argued, was fundamentally shaped by and served the interests of
capitalist production. This article delves into the Communist Manifesto's perspectives on the family,
exploring its critiques of the bourgeois family as an economic unit, its assertion that family
structures are historically determined, and its vision, however implicit, of family life in a communist
society. Understanding these views is crucial for grasping the broader socio-economic critique
offered by Marx and Engels.
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The Communist Manifesto's Critique of the Bourgeois
Family

The Communist Manifesto, penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, offers a profound and often
misunderstood critique of the bourgeois family. It's important to preface this discussion by noting



that the document does not call for the literal destruction or elimination of all familial bonds.
Instead, it dissects the bourgeois family as it existed in their time, arguing that its form and function
were inextricably linked to the economic system of capitalism. Their analysis centers on how the
capitalist mode of production, with its emphasis on private property and the accumulation of capital,
distorted and instrumentalized the family unit, transforming it into an extension of bourgeois
economic interests.

Marx and Engels saw the bourgeois family not as a natural or timeless institution, but as a historical
product shaped by specific socio-economic conditions. They argued that the prevailing family
structure of their era was characterized by a peculiar blend of sentimentality and economic
calculation, often masked by appeals to morality and natural law. This critique was designed to
expose the inherent contradictions within capitalist society, revealing how even seemingly private
and intimate spheres, such as the family, were deeply penetrated by the logic of capital.

Family as an Economic Unit Under Capitalism

A central tenet of the Communist Manifesto's view on the family is its portrayal of the bourgeois
family as fundamentally an economic unit. Marx and Engels argued that under capitalism, the
family's primary purpose was to serve as a site for the reproduction of labor power and the
transmission of private property. This economic function overshadowed and, in their view, corrupted
the more nurturing and emotional aspects of familial relationships. The family was thus seen as an
integral component of the capitalist system, designed to perpetuate the existing class structure and
ensure the continuation of private ownership of the means of production.

The Manifesto posits that the bourgeois family operates much like a business, albeit one cloaked in
the language of love and duty. Children were viewed not merely as individuals to be raised and
cherished, but as potential heirs and continuators of the family's economic legacy. This economic
imperative, according to Marx and Engels, created a hierarchical structure within the family,
reinforcing the power of the male head of household who controlled the family's assets and labor.
The pursuit of wealth and the preservation of inherited capital became the driving forces behind the
bourgeois family's existence and organization.

The Bourgeois Family and Property Relations

The intimate connection between the bourgeois family and private property is a recurring theme in
the Communist Manifesto. Marx and Engels contend that the very foundation of the bourgeois family
rests upon the ownership and inheritance of capital. They famously state, "The bourgeois sees in his
wife a mere instrument of production." This statement, while provocative, highlights their argument
that in capitalist society, women were often reduced to instruments for producing legitimate heirs
and maintaining the family's economic and social status. The lineage and continuation of property
were paramount, dictating marriage alliances and the roles within the family.

This emphasis on property transmission meant that the bourgeois family was not primarily about the
free association of individuals based on affection, but rather about the maintenance and expansion of
dynastic wealth. The economic interests of the propertied class dictated who married whom, and the



upbringing of children was often geared towards preparing them to inherit and manage the family's
assets. Consequently, the family served as a crucial mechanism for the reproduction of class
privilege, ensuring that the means of production remained in the hands of a select few.

The Exploitation of Women and Children within the Bourgeois
Family

The Communist Manifesto elaborates on how the capitalist family structure facilitated the
exploitation of women and children. By framing the family as an economic unit tied to property,
Marx and Engels argued that women were subjected to a double form of oppression: as members of
the proletariat (or as wives of the bourgeoisie, whose labor was often unpaid domestic work) and as
individuals within a patriarchal family system. Their economic dependence on their husbands and
the societal valuation of their roles primarily as homemakers and child-rearers limited their
autonomy and opportunities.

Similarly, children, particularly in the context of burgeoning industrial capitalism, were often
exploited for their labor. The Manifesto notes the transformation of the family relation into one
based on money relations. While this primarily refers to broader societal changes, it also reflects the
ways in which children could be viewed as economic assets or liabilities within the family unit,
especially when families were struggling to survive. The bourgeois family, in its pursuit of economic
stability and advancement, could therefore perpetuate cycles of exploitation that extended to its
youngest members.

Historical Materialism and Changing Family Structures

Marx and Engels' analysis of the family is rooted in their theory of historical materialism. This
perspective posits that the economic base of society—the mode of production—determines its
superstructure, which includes institutions like the family, law, religion, and culture. Therefore,
changes in the mode of production inevitably lead to changes in family structures and relations. The
Communist Manifesto asserts that the family is not a static entity but has evolved throughout
history, adapting to different economic systems.

They argued that the medieval feudal family, for example, was different from the bourgeois family of
their time, just as the bourgeois family would be superseded by new forms of social organization in a
future communist society. This understanding of the family as a dynamic and historically contingent
institution is crucial for interpreting their critique. It means that their criticism of the bourgeois
family was not a universal condemnation of all family forms, but a specific critique of how the family
operated within the context of 19th-century capitalism.

Challenging Traditional Notions of Family in Communist
Thought



The Communist Manifesto challenges deeply ingrained traditional notions of the family by
presenting it as a social construct rather than a natural or divine institution. By highlighting the
economic underpinnings of the bourgeois family, Marx and Engels implicitly suggest that alternative
forms of social organization, including different family arrangements, are possible. Their critique
aimed to dismantle the ideological justifications for the existing family structure, which they saw as
reinforcing class inequality and bourgeois dominance.

This intellectual challenge to traditional family norms was radical for its time. It opened up
discussions about the roles of women, the nature of marriage, and the upbringing of children,
suggesting that these aspects of life could be organized in ways that were not dictated by capitalist
imperatives or patriarchal traditions. The Manifesto's call for a fundamental transformation of
society naturally included a reimagining of its most basic social unit, the family.

The Communist Manifesto and the "Abolition" of the
Family

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the Communist Manifesto's views on the family is its
assertion that communists are accused of wanting to "introduce the community of women." This
statement, presented as a hostile accusation by the bourgeoisie, is then addressed by Marx and
Engels. It's vital to understand that this "abolition" does not mean the eradication of all personal
bonds or emotional connections. Instead, it refers to the abolition of the bourgeois family specifically
– the family as an economic unit based on private property and inheritance.

The authors clarify that the bourgeoisie already practices a form of "community of women" in its
most abject form: prostitution and the commodification of sexual relationships within their own
class. They argue that the bourgeois family, with its emphasis on property and social standing, often
leads to loveless marriages and the exploitation of women. Their critique is aimed at the hypocrisy
and exploitative nature of the bourgeois family, not at the abolition of love, companionship, or
childcare.

Reinterpreting the "Abolition" of the Family

To truly grasp the Communist Manifesto's views on the family, one must reinterpret the notion of
"abolition" not as destruction, but as transformation. Marx and Engels envisioned a society where
the family would no longer be primarily an economic unit for the accumulation and transmission of
private property. In a communist society, where the means of production are communally owned, the
economic rationale for the bourgeois family would disappear. This would, in turn, free individuals
from the economic constraints and exploitative dynamics that characterized family life under
capitalism.

The "abolition of the family" in this Marxist context means the abolition of the bourgeois family. It
implies a move away from a private, isolated family unit dictated by property relations towards a
more socialized and communal approach to childcare and upbringing. The authors were not
advocating for a society devoid of affection or close relationships, but for a society where these



relationships were not corrupted by the logic of capital and class division.

The Family in a Communist Society: A Forward Look

While the Communist Manifesto does not offer a detailed blueprint for the family in a communist
society, it provides sufficient indications of its envisioned future. The core idea is that with the
abolition of private property and class distinctions, the economic functions that defined the
bourgeois family would become obsolete. This would allow for the development of more authentic
and free relationships, unburdened by economic necessity and social coercion. The family, as it
transitioned, would likely become a sphere of genuine emotional connection and personal fulfillment,
rather than an economic enterprise.

Marx and Engels anticipated that the liberation of women from their economic dependence and the
social equalization of all individuals would profoundly alter family structures. The traditional
patriarchal hierarchy within the family would be dismantled, leading to relationships based on
equality and mutual respect. The emphasis would shift from property inheritance to the nurturing
and development of all individuals within the community.

The Communal Upbringing of Children

A significant implication of the Communist Manifesto's critique is the potential for a communal
approach to the upbringing of children. As the family shed its role as an economic unit, the
responsibility for raising and educating children would likely become a more shared societal
endeavor. This doesn't necessarily mean children would be raised in impersonal institutions devoid
of parental affection, but rather that the burden and the benefits of childcare would be distributed
more broadly across society.

The Manifesto states, "On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois family, based? On
capital, on private property." By removing this foundation, they suggest that new forms of social
organization for child-rearing would emerge. These might involve a greater role for collective
institutions, community support networks, and the direct participation of all members of society in
fostering the next generation. The goal would be to ensure that all children have the best possible
conditions for development, free from the economic disparities and class prejudices that marred
their upbringing in bourgeois society.

Equality and the Future of Relationships

The overarching vision presented in the Communist Manifesto is one of a society characterized by
equality and the liberation of humanity from oppression. This extends to interpersonal relationships
and family life. In a communist society, the emancipation of women would be a prerequisite for the
emancipation of men, and vice versa. This mutual liberation would create the conditions for
genuinely equal relationships within what might still be recognized as familial bonds.



The Manifesto suggests that as economic exploitation diminishes, so too will the forms of social
control and alienation that distort human relationships. Marriage, stripped of its economic basis,
would be a free association of individuals based on love and companionship. The concept of the
family might evolve into broader community structures or continue in forms that prioritize emotional
connection and mutual support over property and inheritance. The ultimate aim is a society where
human relationships are characterized by freedom, equality, and genuine human flourishing.

Conclusion: Communist Manifesto Views on Family
Reaffirmed

In conclusion, the Communist Manifesto's views on the family are rooted in a critique of the
bourgeois family as an economic institution shaped by capitalist property relations. Marx and Engels
did not advocate for the abolition of love, kinship, or childcare, but for the abolition of the bourgeois
family – its economic function, its patriarchal structure, and its role in perpetuating class inequality.
They argued that the family, like other social institutions, is historically determined and subject to
change. By dismantling private property and class distinctions, communism, in their view, would
liberate individuals and allow for the development of more authentic, egalitarian, and emotionally
fulfilling relationships. The transformation of the family would be a consequence of broader societal
changes, leading to a more communal approach to child-rearing and a future where relationships are
based on freedom and mutual respect, not economic coercion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Communist Manifesto's general stance on the
traditional family structure?
The Communist Manifesto views the traditional bourgeois family as an economic unit based on
private property and capitalist exploitation, arguing it will naturally decay with the abolition of
private property.

Does the Manifesto advocate for the abolition of the family
itself?
The Manifesto doesn't explicitly call for the abolition of family in the sense of destroying all familial
bonds. Instead, it predicts the abolition of the bourgeois family as an economic institution,
suggesting that communal education and upbringing will replace parental responsibilities in the new
society.

How does the Manifesto connect the family to private
property?
It argues that the bourgeois family is rooted in private property and the need to pass this property
down through inheritance. With the abolition of private property, the economic basis of this family



structure would disappear.

What does the Manifesto mean by 'abolition of the family' in
its context?
In the context of the Manifesto, 'abolition of the family' primarily refers to the dismantling of the
bourgeois family as an instrument of capitalist economic relations and class reproduction, not the
eradication of love or personal affection between individuals.

How does the Manifesto address the role of women in relation
to the family?
The Manifesto criticizes the bourgeois notion of the family and the exploitation of women within it,
particularly referring to the 'community of women' as a product of the bourgeois class itself, where
women are treated as mere instruments of production and reproduction.

Does the Manifesto propose communal raising of children?
Yes, the Manifesto suggests that with the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, the existing means of
production will be used communally, and this would extend to the education and upbringing of
children, moving away from private, family-based rearing.

What are the criticisms leveled against the bourgeois family
by the Manifesto?
The Manifesto criticizes the bourgeois family for its hypocrisy, its reliance on wage-labor for its
members, and its role in perpetuating class divisions and the exploitation of women and children.

What is the predicted outcome for family relationships after a
communist revolution, according to the Manifesto?
The Manifesto predicts that the existing class-based family will be replaced by relationships based
on genuine affection and equality, free from the economic constraints and exploitative dynamics of
bourgeois society.
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The Abolition of the Family: A Marxist Critique

This book delves into how Marxist theory, as presented in the
Communist Manifesto, views the traditional bourgeois family
as a tool of capitalist oppression. It explores arguments for the
family's eventual dissolution under communism, replaced by
communal childcare and education. The text examines the
economic and social functions of the family that communism
seeks to dismantle to achieve true equality.

2.

Communal Living and the Future of Kinship

Exploring the practical implications of Marxist ideals, this
book investigates historical and theoretical models of
communal living. It considers how shared resources and
collective responsibility might reshape interpersonal
relationships and the concept of family. The author examines
the potential for new forms of social bonding that transcend
traditional familial structures.

3.

Children of the Revolution: Education and Socialization in
Communist Theory

This work focuses on the Communist Manifesto's vision for
raising children outside the confines of the bourgeois family
unit. It discusses how the state or community would take on
the responsibility for education and upbringing, fostering
loyalty to the collective. The book analyzes the aims of this
socialization process in creating a new, classless society.



4.

Women, Labor, and the Emancipation of the Family

This title examines the inextricable link between the
oppression of women and the capitalist family structure as
argued by Marxist thinkers. It explores how the Manifesto
posits that the abolition of private property and the
integration of women into the public workforce would liberate
them from domestic servitude. The book considers the
transformative impact on family dynamics and gender roles.

5.

The Family as a Site of Class Struggle

This book analyzes the family not as a natural or static
institution, but as a product of specific socio-economic
conditions and a battleground for class interests. It unpacks
how the family serves to reproduce capitalist relations and
pass on inherited wealth and privilege. The author discusses
how communism aims to deconstruct this inherited system to
establish equitable social relations.

6.

From Private Property to Public Hearth: Reimagining Family
Support

This work explores the Communist Manifesto's proposal to
replace private familial support systems with public,
communal ones. It examines the concept of communal
kitchens, laundries, and childcare facilities as envisioned to



alleviate the burden of domestic labor. The book discusses
how this shift aims to free individuals and foster collective
well-being.

7.

The Unmaking of the Bourgeois Household

This title investigates the critique of the bourgeois family
presented in the Communist Manifesto, seeing it as a unit
based on exploitation and capital accumulation. It delves into
the arguments for its obsolescence and the reasons why its
private nature is seen as detrimental to social progress. The
book explores the envisioned dismantling of this specific
familial model.

8.

Collective Care: Building a Communist Society, One Child at a
Time

This book centers on the radical proposition within the
Communist Manifesto to remove children from the exclusive
care of parents and place them under collective responsibility.
It discusses the ethical and practical considerations of this
idea, focusing on the potential benefits for child development
and societal cohesion. The author explores how this might
foster a sense of universal kinship.

9.

The Material Basis of Family Relationships in Marxist Thought



This work analyzes how Marxist theory, including the
Communist Manifesto, grounds family structures in material
and economic realities. It argues that changes in the mode of
production fundamentally alter family forms and
relationships. The book examines how the shift to
communism, by abolishing private ownership of the means of
production, necessitates a redefinition of family life.
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