communist manifesto scholarly analysis

The Communist Manifesto, a seminal work penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, remains a cornerstone for understanding radical political and
economic thought. This scholarly analysis delves into its historical context,
core tenets, enduring influence, and the various interpretations it has
inspired. From its scathing critique of capitalism to its vision of a
classless society, the Manifesto has profoundly shaped intellectual discourse
and political movements worldwide. This article will provide a comprehensive
exploration of the Communist Manifesto, examining its historical origins, key
arguments regarding class struggle and historical materialism, its proposed
solutions, and its lasting impact on global history and contemporary thought,
offering a deep scholarly analysis for those seeking to grasp its
complexities.
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Historical Context and Genesis of the Communist
Manifesto

Understanding the Communist Manifesto necessitates a deep dive into the



socio-economic and political landscape of mid-19th century Europe. The
Industrial Revolution was in full swing, transforming societies with rapid
technological advancements and a burgeoning factory system. This era was
marked by stark inequalities, with a growing working class, the proletariat,
enduring harsh working conditions, low wages, and abject poverty, while a
wealthy bourgeoisie amassed capital and control. Intellectual currents of the
time, including Hegelian philosophy, French utopian socialism, and English
political economy, provided fertile ground for Marx and Engels' revolutionary
ideas. They sought to move beyond speculative utopian ideals and provide a
scientific analysis of historical development and the inherent contradictions
within capitalist society. The Manifesto, commissioned by the Communist
League, was thus born out of a specific historical conjuncture, aiming to
articulate a coherent ideology for the burgeoning international workers'
movement.

The Role of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels

Karl Marx, a German philosopher, economist, and sociologist, and Friedrich
Engels, a German industrialist and social theorist, were the principal
architects of the Communist Manifesto. Their collaboration, forged through
intellectual exchange and shared political activism, was instrumental in
developing the foundational concepts of Marxism. Engels' firsthand
observations of the plight of the working class in Manchester, detailed in
his work "The Condition of the Working Class in England," profoundly
influenced Marx's thinking. Together, they synthesized complex philosophical
ideas with empirical observations, creating a powerful critique of existing
social orders and a blueprint for revolutionary change.

The Communist League and the Manifesto's Publication

The Communist Manifesto was initially published anonymously in London in
February 1848. It was commissioned by the Communist League, an international
association of communists that aimed to propagate socialist doctrines and
build a revolutionary organization. The League, drawing inspiration from
earlier workers' societies, sought a clear and accessible statement of their
principles and goals. The Manifesto served this purpose, providing a concise
yet comprehensive exposition of their worldview, designed to mobilize and
unite the proletariat across national boundaries.

Core Tenets of the Communist Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto is structured around a series of interconnected
arguments that form the bedrock of Marxist theory. Its most prominent themes
include the pervasive nature of class struggle throughout history, the
historical inevitability of capitalism's downfall, and the ultimate triumph
of communism. The document's analytical power lies in its dialectical



approach to history and society, viewing social change as a product of
inherent contradictions and conflicts between opposing forces. These core
tenets provide a framework for understanding the Communist Manifesto's
enduring appeal and its controversial legacy.

The Specter of Communism

The opening lines of the Manifesto famously declare that "A specter is
haunting Europe-the specter of communism." This powerful metaphor immediately
situates the document within a context of fear and apprehension among the
ruling classes. It signifies that the ideas of communism, though perhaps not
yet fully organized or universally understood, are already a potent force,
influencing political discourse and challenging the established order. This
opening sets a tone of urgency and revolutionary intent, signaling that the
Manifesto is not merely a theoretical treatise but a call to action.

The Bourgeoisie and the Proletariat: An Inevitable
Confrontation

Central to the Manifesto's thesis is the concept of two primary, antagonistic
classes: the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The bourgeoisie, representing
the capitalist class, are the owners of the means of production — factories,
land, and capital. The proletariat, conversely, are the working class, who,
possessing no means of production, must sell their labor power to the
bourgeoisie to survive. Marx and Engels argue that the development of
capitalism itself has created and expanded the proletariat, concentrating
them in urban centers and fostering a shared consciousness of their exploited
condition. This relationship is inherently exploitative, as the bourgeoisie
extracts surplus value from the labor of the proletariat, leading to an
inevitable conflict of interests.

The Manifesto details how the bourgeoisie, in its relentless pursuit of
profit and expansion, has revolutionized the means of production and
communication. This has not only led to the growth of global markets but has
also, paradoxically, created the conditions for its own demise. By
concentrating workers and fostering a sense of collective identity,
capitalism inadvertently sows the seeds of its own destruction. The ever-
increasing efficiency of production under capitalism leads to crises of
overproduction, unemployment, and immiseration of the working class,
exacerbating the inherent tensions between the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat.

Class Struggle and Historical Materialism: The



Engine of Change

The Communist Manifesto is deeply rooted in the philosophy of historical
materialism, which posits that economic factors, specifically the mode of
production and the resulting class relations, are the primary drivers of
historical development. Marx and Engels contend that "The history of all
hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles." This statement
encapsulates their belief that throughout various historical epochs — from
ancient slave societies to feudalism and eventually capitalism — the
fundamental dynamic has been the conflict between the oppressor and the
oppressed classes. Each stage of history is characterized by a specific mode
of production, and the struggle to control and transform this mode is what
propels society forward.

The Dialectical Nature of History

Drawing from Hegelian dialectics, Marx and Engels viewed history as a process
of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. In each historical period, a dominant
class (thesis) emerges, but its very existence and mode of operation create
an opposing force (antithesis) — an exploited class. The inherent
contradictions within the existing system eventually lead to a revolutionary
upheaval, resulting in a new social order (synthesis), which then becomes the
new thesis, perpetuating the cycle. The Manifesto identifies the bourgeoisie
as the product of feudalism's contradictions and the proletariat as the
product of capitalism's contradictions. Their analysis suggests that the
current epoch is poised for a radical transformation driven by the
proletariat's revolutionary action.

The Role of the Means of Production

At the heart of historical materialism lies the concept of the means of
production. These are the instruments and resources — land, factories, raw
materials, machinery — used to produce goods and services. In any given
society, the ownership and control of the means of production determine the
class structure and the distribution of wealth and power. The Manifesto
argues that under capitalism, the means of production are privately owned by
the bourgeoisie, leading to their exploitation of the proletariat. A
communist society, conversely, would abolish private ownership of the means
of production, transferring them to collective ownership for the benefit of
all.

Critique of Capitalism and its Contradictions

A significant portion of the Communist Manifesto is dedicated to a trenchant
critique of capitalism. Marx and Engels meticulously dissect the inherent



flaws and contradictions within the capitalist system, arguing that these are
not accidental but are intrinsic to its very nature and will ultimately lead
to its collapse. Their analysis highlights how capitalism, while a powerful
engine of economic growth and technological advancement, simultaneously
generates profound social inequalities and alienates individuals from their
labor and from each other.

Alienation of Labor

One of the most significant critiques leveled against capitalism is the
alienation of labor. Under capitalism, workers are separated from the
products of their labor, from the process of production, from their own human
potential, and from their fellow human beings. The worker, instead of finding
fulfillment in their work, becomes a mere cog in a vast industrial machine,
performing repetitive and often dehumanizing tasks for the sole purpose of
generating profit for the capitalist. This alienation, the Manifesto argues,
leads to a sense of powerlessness and estrangement.

Crises of Overproduction

The Manifesto identifies recurrent "crises of overproduction" as a
fundamental characteristic of capitalism. The drive for profit incentivizes
capitalists to produce ever-increasing quantities of goods. However, the
working class, due to their limited wages, cannot consume all that is
produced. This leads to situations where markets are flooded, goods go
unsold, factories close, and workers are laid off, creating economic
instability and deepening the misery of the proletariat. These crises are
seen as symptoms of capitalism's inherent inability to reconcile the forces
of production with the relations of production.

The Rise of the Proletariat

Paradoxically, capitalism's relentless expansion and technological progress
also contribute to the growth and empowerment of the proletariat. As
industries develop and large factories concentrate workers, a collective
consciousness begins to emerge. The shared experience of exploitation, the
common struggle for better wages and working conditions, and the increasing
interconnectedness of the working class, both nationally and internationally,
are seen as the precursors to a revolutionary uprising. The Manifesto posits
that the proletariat will eventually become the agent of change, overthrowing
the bourgeoisie and establishing a new social order.

The Communist Program: Proposed Solutions and



Future Vision

Following its detailed critique of capitalism, the Communist Manifesto
outlines a program of action and presents a vision for a future communist
society. This section of the document offers concrete proposals intended to
dismantle the capitalist system and establish a more equitable social
structure. The proposed measures are designed to address the immediate
grievances of the working class and to lay the groundwork for a classless,
stateless society where the means of production are communally owned and
operated.

Abolition of Private Property

The most radical and frequently discussed proposal in the Manifesto is the
abolition of private property, specifically the bourgeois private property
that is the foundation of capitalist exploitation. Marx and Engels clarify
that they do not advocate for the abolition of all property, but rather the
property that allows one person to exploit the labor of others. In a
communist society, the means of production — factories, land, capital - would
be transformed from private property into collective property, owned and
controlled by society as a whole.

The Ten Communist Measures

To facilitate the transition from capitalism to communism, the Manifesto
proposes a series of ten immediate measures. While acknowledging that these
measures may vary in different countries, they represent the general
principles that would guide the revolutionary government. These measures are
intended to weaken the power of the bourgeoisie and empower the proletariat,
gradually socializing the economy and creating the conditions for a classless
society.

e Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to
public purposes.

e A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.
e Abolition of all rights of inheritance.
e Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

e Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a
national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.

e Centralisation of the means of communication and of transport in the
hands of the State.



e Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State;
the bringing into cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the
soil generally in accordance with a common plan.

e Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies,
especially for agriculture.

e Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual
abolition of all the distinction between town and country, by a more
equable distribution of the population over the country.

e Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of
children's factory labour in its present form. Combination of education
with industrial production, &c.

The Vision of a Classless Society

The ultimate goal of the communist program is the establishment of a
classless society. In such a society, the exploitation of man by man would
cease, as would the antagonisms between social classes. The state, which Marx
and Engels viewed as an instrument of class oppression, would eventually
"wither away" once its function of maintaining class dominance became
obsolete. This future society would be characterized by the principle: "From
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs." It envisions
a world of abundance, freedom, and self-realization for all individuals.

Enduring Influence and Scholarly
Interpretations of the Communist Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto has exerted a profound and multifaceted influence on
political thought, social movements, and historical events for over a century
and a half. Its radical critique of capitalism and its call for revolutionary
change resonated with millions, inspiring socialist and communist parties,
labor unions, and revolutionary movements across the globe. The scholarly
analysis of the Manifesto continues to evolve, with academics from various
disciplines debating its interpretations, relevance, and legacy.

Impact on Political Movements

The Manifesto served as a foundational text for many political parties and
organizations that emerged in the late 19th and 20th centuries. Socialist and
communist parties adopted its core principles, using it as a guide for their
organizing efforts and their demands for social and economic reform. The
Russian Revolution of 1917, led by the Bolsheviks under Lenin, famously drew



heavily on Marxist-Leninist interpretations of the Manifesto, aiming to
establish the world's first communist state. Similarly, communist movements
in China, Cuba, Vietnam, and other nations were profoundly shaped by its
ideas, albeit with significant national adaptations.

Scholarly Debates and Interpretations

Academics have engaged in extensive scholarly analysis of the Communist
Manifesto, leading to a wide array of interpretations. Some scholars focus on
the historical specificity of the Manifesto, arguing that its predictions and
prescriptions were largely tied to the industrial conditions of the 19th
century and may not be directly applicable to contemporary global capitalism.
Others emphasize its enduring analytical power, viewing its core concepts of
class struggle, alienation, and the critique of capitalist exploitation as
still highly relevant for understanding modern economic inequalities and
social injustices. Debates also surround the nature of the state in Marxist
theory, the feasibility of a classless society, and the ethical implications
of revolutionary action.

The Manifesto's Literary and Rhetorical Power

Beyond its ideological content, the Communist Manifesto is also recognized
for its powerful literary and rhetorical style. Its clear, concise language,
vivid imagery, and passionate tone have contributed to its accessibility and
its persuasive force. The opening declaration of the "specter of communism”
and the vivid portrayal of the bourgeoisie's revolutionary role and eventual
downfall have become iconic phrases that have resonated through generations.
This rhetorical mastery has been a key factor in its enduring influence,
making it a compelling read even for those who may disagree with its
conclusions.

The Communist Manifesto in the 20th Century and
Beyond

The 20th century witnessed the most dramatic and far-reaching impact of the
ideas articulated in the Communist Manifesto. While the Manifesto predicted
the inevitable triumph of communism in industrialized capitalist nations, its
practical application led to a complex and often tumultuous history, marked
by both revolutionary aspirations and authoritarian realities. The scholarly
analysis of this period is crucial for understanding the Manifesto's legacy.

The Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc

The establishment of the Soviet Union and the subsequent formation of the



Eastern Bloc in the post-World War II era represented a massive attempt to
implement Marxist-inspired policies on a grand scale. The state control of
the means of production, central planning, and the suppression of dissent
were all features of these regimes, which claimed to be building communist
societies. However, scholarly analysis has revealed significant deviations
from Marx's original theories, with critics pointing to the rise of
totalitarianism, economic inefficiencies, and the suppression of individual
liberties as inherent flaws or misinterpretations of the foundational text.

Communist Revolutions and National Liberation
Movements

In the mid-20th century, the Manifesto's ideas also inspired numerous
national liberation movements in colonized and formerly colonized countries.
Leaders like Mao Zedong in China and Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam adapted Marxist-
Leninist principles to their specific national contexts, often blending them
with nationalist sentiments. These revolutions aimed to overthrow colonial
powers and establish socialist states, seeking economic independence and
social equality. The scholarly analysis of these movements often highlights
the complex interplay between Marxist ideology, local conditions, and the
pursuit of national sovereignty.

The Fall of Communism and Post-Cold War Analysis

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the fall of communist regimes in Eastern
Europe in the late 1980s and early 1990s prompted a reassessment of the
Manifesto's impact and predictions. Many scholars and commentators declared
the "end of history" and the definitive failure of communism. However, a more
nuanced scholarly analysis suggests that while state-socialist experiments
may have failed, the core critique of capitalism offered by Marx and Engels,
particularly regarding inequality, exploitation, and alienation, remains
relevant. The global financial crisis of 2008 and the rise of economic
inequality in many parts of the world have led to renewed interest in the
Manifesto's analyses.

Contemporary Relevance and Critiques of the
Communist Manifesto

Despite the fall of many state-socialist regimes, the Communist Manifesto
continues to be a subject of intense debate and scholarly analysis in the
21st century. Its enduring relevance stems from its prescient diagnosis of
capitalism's inherent tendencies and its critique of social and economic
inequality, which many argue are as pronounced today as they were in Marx and
Engels' time.



Revisiting Class Struggle in the Modern Era

Scholarly work often revisits the concept of class struggle in light of
contemporary economic realities. While the traditional industrial proletariat
may have diminished in Western economies, new forms of exploitation have
emerged in the globalized economy, including precarious labor, the gig
economy, and the vast wealth disparities between the super-rich and the
majority of the population. Analysts often use the framework of the Manifesto
to understand these new dynamics of power and inequality, examining how
global capital and financialization exacerbate existing class divisions.

Critiques of the Manifesto's Prescriptions

While the Manifesto's critique of capitalism is often praised for its
insight, its proposed solutions and vision of communism have faced
significant criticism. The historical record of states that attempted to
implement communist ideals is often cited as evidence of their practical
failures and the dangers of unchecked state power. Critics point to the
authoritarianism, suppression of individual freedoms, and economic
inefficiencies that characterized many communist states. Scholarly critiques
also focus on the feasibility of abolishing private property entirely and the
challenges of managing a complex economy without market mechanisms.
Furthermore, the Manifesto's perceived utopianism and the potential for
unintended negative consequences of revolutionary upheaval are frequent
subjects of academic scrutiny.

The Manifesto in the Age of Globalization and
Digitalization

Contemporary scholarly analysis also explores the implications of the
Communist Manifesto in the context of globalization and digitalization.
Issues such as the power of multinational corporations, the concentration of
wealth in the tech industry, and the impact of automation on labor are often
analyzed through a Marxist lens. The Manifesto's ideas on the international
nature of capitalism and the potential for global solidarity among the
working class are also relevant in an increasingly interconnected world,
though the nature of that solidarity and the forms of class consciousness are
subjects of ongoing academic research.

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Communist
Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto, a document of immense historical and intellectual
significance, continues to provoke discussion and inspire scholarly analysis
centuries after its publication. Its potent critique of capitalism, its



framework of historical materialism, and its call for a revolutionary
transformation of society have left an indelible mark on global history.
While the practical implementations of its ideas have been complex and often
controversial, the Manifesto's enduring power lies in its ability to
articulate fundamental questions about economic justice, social equality, and
the nature of power. A scholarly analysis of the Communist Manifesto reveals
its profound impact on political thought, its role in shaping revolutionary
movements, and its continued relevance for understanding the persistent
challenges of inequality and exploitation in the contemporary world, ensuring
its place as a vital text for ongoing intellectual inquiry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key scholarly debates surrounding the
historical context of The Communist Manifesto?

Scholarly analysis often focuses on the Manifesto's relationship to the
specific socio-economic conditions of mid-19th century Europe, particularly
the rise of industrial capitalism and the burgeoning working class. Debates
include the extent to which Marx and Engels accurately predicted historical
developments, the influence of Hegelian philosophy versus empirical
observation, and the degree to which the Manifesto was a programmatic
document for immediate revolution versus a theoretical framework.

How has the concept of 'class struggle' in the
Manifesto been reinterpreted by modern scholars?

Modern scholarship examines 'class struggle' beyond a simple binary of
bourgeoisie and proletariat. It explores how gender, race, nationality, and
other identities intersect with class, creating more complex and nuanced
forms of oppression and resistance. Some scholars also critique the
potentially deterministic nature of the concept, highlighting agency and the
possibility of class solidarity beyond economic factors.

What are the primary criticisms leveled against the
Manifesto's predictions about the inevitable
collapse of capitalism?

Major criticisms highlight capitalism's resilience and adaptability. Scholars
point to the development of welfare states, labor unions, consumerism, and
the globalization of production as factors that have mitigated or transformed
the conditions Marx and Engels predicted would lead to collapse. The lack of
widespread, successful proletarian revolutions in advanced capitalist nations
is also a significant point of contention.



How do contemporary scholars analyze the Manifesto's
proposals for the abolition of private property?

Analysis often distinguishes between personal property and private property
(means of production). Scholars debate the practical implications and
potential authoritarianism of collective ownership. Some explore alternative
interpretations, such as democratic control of key industries or socialized
production, rather than outright state confiscation, while others focus on
the historical failures of states that implemented such policies.

What role does The Communist Manifesto play in
contemporary critical theory and social movements?

Despite its historical origins, the Manifesto remains a foundational text for
many critical theorists and activists. It's analyzed for its insights into
power structures, alienation, and the critique of ideology. Contemporary
movements draw on its framework to understand and challenge economic
inequality, exploitation, and the impact of globalization, adapting its core
ideas to new contexts.

How has the interpretation of the Manifesto's
authorship and collaboration between Marx and Engels
evolved in scholarly circles?

Early scholarship often attributed the Manifesto solely to Marx, with Engels
as a subordinate. More recent analyses emphasize their collaborative process,
highlighting Engels's significant contributions to the theoretical
development and the specific language used. Scholars examine their
intellectual partnership and how their individual strengths and perspectives
shaped the final text.

What are the ethical and philosophical implications
of the Manifesto's emphasis on historical
determinism and revolution?

Scholars debate the ethical justification of revolutionary upheaval and
whether historical inevitability absolves individuals of responsibility.
Philosophical analysis explores the dialectical materialism underlying the
Manifesto, its views on human nature, freedom, and the potential for a
classless society. Questions arise about whether the pursuit of a utopian
future justifies the means employed.

In what ways has The Communist Manifesto influenced
artistic and cultural movements throughout history,



according to scholarly research?

Scholarly work demonstrates the Manifesto's profound impact on literature,
visual arts, film, and music. It served as inspiration for socialist realism,
avant-garde movements seeking social change, and countless works that depict
class struggle, worker solidarity, and critiques of capitalist society.
Analysis explores how artists translated the Manifesto's abstract ideas into
tangible cultural expressions.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to scholarly analysis of the Communist
Manifesto, with descriptions:

1.

The Communist Manifesto: A Critical Edition

This edition typically offers extensive scholarly introduction and
annotations that contextualize the Manifesto's historical origins,
intellectual influences, and its subsequent reception. It delves into the
philosophical underpinnings of Marx and Engels' thought, such as Hegelian
dialectics and classical political economy. The critical apparatus aims to
help readers understand the nuances of the text, its arguments, and its
enduring impact on political theory and historical events.

2.

Marxism and the Communist Manifesto

This book likely provides a comprehensive overview of how the Communist
Manifesto laid the groundwork for Marxist theory and revolutionary movements.
It would explore key concepts like historical materialism, class struggle,
and the critique of capitalism as presented in the Manifesto. The analysis
would trace the development of Marxist thought and its various
interpretations, often engaging with how later Marxists engaged with or
departed from the Manifesto's original pronouncements.

3.

Reading Marx's Communist Manifesto: A Reader's Guide

Designed for accessibility, this guide breaks down the Communist Manifesto
into digestible sections, explaining its complex ideas in clear language. It
would focus on the historical context of its writing and the specific social
and economic conditions it sought to address. The book aims to equip readers
with the tools to understand the Manifesto's arguments, its criticisms of
bourgeois society, and its vision for a communist future.

4,



The Communist Manifesto: Origins and Impact

This scholarly work examines the historical circumstances that led to the
writing of the Manifesto and its profound influence on global history. It
would likely investigate the intellectual milieu of mid-19th century Europe,
including the rise of industrial capitalism and socialist thought. The book
would then trace the Manifesto's role in shaping revolutions, political
ideologies, and intellectual debates throughout the 20th century and beyond.

5.

Analyzing the Communist Manifesto: A Contemporary
Perspective

This title suggests an analysis that re-evaluates the Communist Manifesto
through the lens of contemporary social, economic, and political issues. It
would likely explore how the Manifesto's core critiques of capitalism remain
relevant or how they need to be adapted to the complexities of globalization
and neoliberalism. The book might discuss the continuing debates about class,
inequality, and systemic change in light of the Manifesto's enduring
propositions.

6.

The Communist Manifesto: A Philosophical Inquiry

This book would delve deeply into the philosophical concepts and arguments
presented in the Communist Manifesto, moving beyond a purely historical or
political interpretation. It would likely engage with Marx and Engels'
understanding of alienation, ideology, and the nature of historical progress.
The analysis would focus on the ethical and metaphysical dimensions of their
critique of capitalism and their vision of a liberated human society.

7.

Engels and the Communist Manifesto: A Collaboration
Analyzed

This work specifically investigates Friedrich Engels's contribution to the
Communist Manifesto, examining his role in its conceptualization, writing,
and dissemination. It would explore how Engels's background and intellectual
development complemented Marx's, and how their collaboration shaped the final
text. The book might also consider Engels's later work in explaining and
popularizing the ideas of the Manifesto to a wider audience.

8.

The Communist Manifesto: Debates and Interpretations

This book would focus on the diverse and often conflicting interpretations of
the Communist Manifesto throughout history. It would analyze how different



political movements, scholars, and theorists have understood and utilized its
ideas. The text would likely explore the debates surrounding its
revolutionary calls, its economic predictions, and its vision of a classless
society, highlighting the Manifesto's protean nature as a political text.

9.

After the Manifesto: The Legacy of Marx and Engels's
Revolutionary Text

This book examines the long-term impact and evolving relevance of the
Communist Manifesto in the centuries following its publication. It would
likely trace how the Manifesto's ideas have been applied, adapted, or
rejected by various political and intellectual currents. The analysis would
consider the Manifesto's role in post-communist discourse, its continued
influence on critical theory, and its ongoing relevance for understanding
contemporary global capitalism.
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