
communist manifesto part 2
The Communist Manifesto, a foundational text of Marxism, is a powerful and
enduring document that continues to spark debate and inspire movements
worldwide. While its first part eloquently outlines the historical role of
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, communist manifesto part 2 delves into
the core tenets of communist ideology, exploring the relationship between
communists and the proletariat, and critically examining various socialist
factions. Understanding this section is crucial for grasping the practical
application of Marxist theory and the vision for a communist society. This
article will dissect communist manifesto part 2, analyzing its arguments on
proletarian unity, the critique of other socialist schools of thought, and
the proposed measures for achieving a classless society. We will explore how
this pivotal section lays the groundwork for revolutionary action and the
ultimate abolition of private property.

Understanding Communist Manifesto Part 2: The Proletariat and the
Communists

The Communists' Position and Role in the Proletarian Movement

Critique of Various Forms of Socialism

Feudal Socialism

Petty-Bourgeois Socialism

German Socialism or "True" Socialism

Bourgeois Socialism

Critical-Utopian Socialism and Communism

The Communists' Immediate Aims and Future Vision

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Communist Manifesto Part 2

Understanding Communist Manifesto Part 2: The
Proletariat and the Communists

The second part of The Communist Manifesto, titled "Proletarians and
Communists," is where Marx and Engels clarify the precise relationship



between the communist movement and the broader working-class (proletarian)
movement. They begin by asserting that communists are not a separate party
distinct from other working-class parties. Instead, they represent the most
advanced and resolute section of the working-class parties of every country.
Their intellectual superiority lies in their understanding of the line of
march, the conditions, and the ultimate general results of the proletarian
movement. This distinction is vital because it positions communists not as
detached ideologues, but as active participants and leaders within the
struggle for emancipation.

Marx and Engels emphasize that the immediate aim of the communists is the
same as that of all other proletarian parties: the formation of the
proletariat into a class, the overthrow of the bourgeois supremacy, and the
conquest of political power by the proletariat. However, what sets them apart
is their theoretical conviction in the movement's future outcome and their
unwavering focus on the ultimate goal: the abolition of private property.
They are keenly aware that the historical conditions and the eventual
abolition of private property are the defining characteristics of their
ideology and their projected revolutionary path.

The Communists' Position and Role in the
Proletarian Movement

A significant portion of communist manifesto part 2 is dedicated to
explaining the unique position and strategic role of communists within the
broader proletarian struggle. They are not simply advocating for the
immediate rights of workers; they are working towards a fundamental
transformation of society. This involves articulating a coherent vision and a
guiding strategy that transcends the immediate, often reformist, demands of
the working class. Communists, according to the Manifesto, understand the
underlying dynamics of capitalism and the inherent contradictions that will
ultimately lead to its downfall.

The authors explain that in the various stages of the struggle between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, communists always and everywhere represent
the interests of the movement as a whole. This means they are committed to
advancing the cause of the working class in its entirety, regardless of
national boundaries or specific immediate grievances. Their commitment is to
the ultimate emancipation of all oppressed peoples, recognizing that the
struggle against the bourgeoisie is a global one. This internationalist
perspective is a cornerstone of their ideology, differentiating them from
purely nationalistic working-class movements.

Furthermore, communists are depicted as the most steadfast section of the
working-class movement, constantly pushing forward. They do not shy away from
the more difficult aspects of the struggle, and they possess a clarity of
vision that allows them to anticipate the future trajectory of historical



development. This foresight is crucial for guiding the proletariat through
the complex stages of revolution and societal transformation. Their role is
to educate, organize, and mobilize the working class towards the ultimate
goal of a classless society.

Critique of Various Forms of Socialism

A substantial and critical element of communist manifesto part 2 involves a
rigorous dissection of various contemporary socialist and communist schools
of thought. Marx and Engels were acutely aware that their conception of
communism was not the only one circulating at the time. They sought to
distinguish their revolutionary proletarian communism from other, less
radical or flawed, ideological currents. This critique is essential for
understanding their distinct approach and for solidifying the theoretical
purity of their revolutionary project.

Feudal Socialism

The Manifesto criticizes "feudal socialism" as a movement that arose from the
aristocracy's nostalgia for their lost dominance under feudalism. This
faction of the aristocracy, finding themselves out of step with modern
history and the industrial bourgeoisie, attempted to rally the working class
against the bourgeoisie by masquerading as champions of the proletariat's
cause. However, Marx and Engels expose this as a hypocritical tactic,
highlighting that feudal socialists were primarily concerned with restoring
their own privileged position and were indifferent to the true emancipation
of the working class. Their appeals to religion and the grievances of the
past were seen as manipulative attempts to exploit the proletariat for their
own ends.

Petty-Bourgeois Socialism

The authors then turn their attention to "petty-bourgeois socialism." This
ideology, they explain, emerged from the contradictions inherent in the
capitalist system itself. The small-scale producers, shopkeepers, artisans,
and small landowners who found themselves increasingly squeezed by the
growing power of the bourgeoisie found a voice in this socialist current.
Petty-bourgeois socialists, while criticizing the bourgeoisie and advocating
for reforms, ultimately sought to preserve the very conditions that created
their precarious existence. Their aim was to maintain their class position
and to re-establish, or at least protect, the guild-based property relations
of the past. Marx and Engels argue that this form of socialism is ultimately
reactionary, as it seeks to turn back the wheels of history and fails to
grasp the fundamental necessity of a proletarian revolution.



German Socialism or "True" Socialism

The critique extends to "German socialism," often referred to as "true"
socialism. This label was applied to the German philosophers who, in the 18th
century, had translated French socialist literature and then presented it to
their own countrymen, stripping it of its revolutionary spirit and disguising
it with philosophical speculations. These "true" socialists, according to
Marx and Engels, were detached from the real-world struggles of the
proletariat. They engaged in abstract philosophical debates, prioritizing
metaphysical concepts over concrete social and economic realities. By
cloaking their ideas in philosophical jargon, they aimed to appear as
proponents of the working class, but in reality, they served to dilute and
undermine the genuinely revolutionary character of socialism, making it more
palatable to the German ruling classes.

Bourgeois Socialism

Another significant target of criticism is "bourgeois socialism." This form
of socialism is presented as a segment of the bourgeoisie itself, advocating
for concessions from the ruling class to alleviate the social question and
secure the long-term stability of capitalism. Bourgeois socialists aim to
pacify the working class by introducing minor reforms and social welfare
measures, all while preserving the fundamental structure of capitalist
production and private property. Marx and Engels argue that their primary
motivation is not the genuine liberation of the proletariat, but the
preservation of their own class interests and the prevention of a radical
social upheaval. They see it as a means to maintain bourgeois society while
appearing benevolent.

Critical-Utopian Socialism and Communism

Finally, the Manifesto addresses "critical-utopian socialism and communism."
This category refers to earlier socialist thinkers, such as Saint-Simon,
Fourier, and Owen, who, despite their profound critiques of capitalist
society and their visionary proposals for a more equitable future, are deemed
utopian. Marx and Engels acknowledge the merits of these early socialists in
identifying the class antagonisms and the evils of capitalism. However, they
criticize them for their belief in the possibility of achieving their ideal
societies through peaceful means, appealing to the ruling classes, and
failing to recognize the crucial role of the proletariat as the revolutionary
agent of change. The utopian socialists' plans, while innovative, were seen
as unscientific because they did not adequately account for the historical
development of class struggle and the necessity of a proletarian revolution
to bring about the desired transformation.



The Communists' Immediate Aims and Future
Vision

Having thoroughly critiqued other socialist factions, communist manifesto
part 2 pivots to outlining the immediate aims and the ultimate vision of the
communists. These aims are not abstract philosophical ideals but concrete
measures designed to facilitate the transition from capitalism to communism.
The Manifesto makes it clear that these measures will vary in different
countries, reflecting the diverse historical and political contexts. However,
the overarching goal remains consistent: the empowerment of the proletariat
and the dismantling of bourgeois dominance.

The document famously lists a series of measures that communists propose.
These include:

Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to
public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all rights of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a
national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralisation of the means of communication and transport in the hands
of the State.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State;
the bringing into cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the
soil generally in accordance with a common plan.

Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies,
especially for agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries, gradually
bringing about the abolition of the distinction between town and
country, by a more equable distribution of the population over the
country.

Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of
children’s factory labour in its present form. Combination of education
with industrial production, &c.

These immediate demands are presented as transitional steps. The ultimate aim
is far more radical: the abolition of private property in the means of



production. Marx and Engels argue that once class distinctions have vanished,
and all the means of production are concentrated in the hands of the
associated proletariat, the public power will lose its political character.
The state, as an instrument of class oppression, will wither away. They
envision a society where free development of each is the condition for the
free development of all—the hallmark of true communism.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Communist
Manifesto Part 2

In conclusion, communist manifesto part 2 serves as a critical and strategic
exposition of the communist project within the broader historical context of
the 19th century. It meticulously clarifies the role of communists as the
vanguard of the proletarian movement, distinguished by their understanding of
historical forces and their commitment to the ultimate goal of abolishing
private property and establishing a classless society. The detailed critique
of various socialist and feudal ideologies highlights the intellectual rigor
of Marx and Engels, as they sought to define and defend their unique
revolutionary approach.

The immediate aims outlined in this section, while debated and reinterpreted
over time, provide a framework for understanding the practical implications
of communist theory. More importantly, the vision of a society free from
exploitation and oppression, where individual liberty is intrinsically linked
to the collective well-being, continues to resonate with those who seek
fundamental social change. The enduring relevance of communist manifesto part
2 lies not only in its historical significance but also in its capacity to
provoke thought and inspire critical analysis of power structures and
economic systems to this day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Communist
Manifesto's section on 'Proletarians and
Communists'?
This section clarifies the relationship between the proletariat (the working
class) and communists. It establishes that communists are not a separate
party from the working class, but rather the most advanced and resolute
section of working-class parties globally, ultimately aiming to advance the
overall interests of the proletariat.



How does the Manifesto propose to abolish private
property?
The Manifesto argues for the abolition of 'bourgeois private property,' which
refers to property owned by capitalists and used for exploiting wage labor.
It distinguishes this from the personal property of peasants and artisans,
and proposes collective ownership of the means of production by society as a
whole.

What are some of the key measures advocated by the
Communists to achieve their goals?
The Manifesto outlines ten measures, including the abolition of property in
land and the application of all rents of land to public purposes, a heavy
progressive or graduated income tax, the abolition of all rights of
inheritance, and the centralization of credit in the hands of the state by
means of a national bank with state capital and an exclusive monopoly.

How does the Manifesto address the accusation of
abolishing the family?
The Manifesto dismisses this accusation, arguing that the bourgeois family is
already based on capital and private self-interest. It suggests that the
proposed abolition of bourgeois property will lead to a more genuine family
based on communal care and the elimination of exploitation, rather than its
destruction.

What is the Manifesto's stance on nationality and
internationalism?
The Manifesto famously states that 'Working men have no country.' It argues
that the bourgeoisie, through its global market, has already broken down
national barriers. Therefore, the proletariat must also adopt an
internationalist perspective, as the struggle against capitalism is a global
one, with the working classes of different nations needing to unite.

How does the Manifesto view the role of religion in
society?
The Manifesto suggests that the bourgeoisie has replaced religious and feudal
illusions with the 'naked self-interest' and 'cash payment.' It implies that
religion, like other forms of ideology, serves the interests of the ruling
class and will be rendered obsolete with the abolition of class antagonisms.

What does the Manifesto mean by 'all that is solid



melts into air' in this section?
This iconic phrase, appearing in the section on bourgeoisie and proletariat,
is used to describe the revolutionary impact of capitalism. It signifies how
capitalism constantly overturns the old order, destroys traditional social
structures, relationships, and certainties, and replaces them with dynamic,
often unstable, new ones, driven by continuous revolutionizing of the means
of production and exchange.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes and ideas found in Part 2 of the
Communist Manifesto, along with their descriptions:

1.

The Spectre of Revolution: Social Classes in Marx's
Vision
This book delves into the core of Marx and Engels' analysis of societal
division. It examines their portrayal of the bourgeoisie and the proletariat
as the primary forces driving historical change. The text explores how the
inherent contradictions within capitalism, as outlined in the Manifesto,
create the conditions for revolutionary upheaval. It unpacks the Manifesto's
argument that class struggle is the engine of history.

2.

Proletariat's Power: Strategies for a Communist
Future
Focusing on the second section of the Communist Manifesto, this book
investigates the practical proposals for the proletariat's rise to power. It
analyzes the Manifesto's call for the organized political action of the
working class to seize control of the state. The work discusses the various
measures suggested, such as the abolition of private property and the
establishment of a planned economy. It provides historical context for these
revolutionary strategies and their implementation.

3.

Abolition of Private Property: The Communist
Economic Blueprint
This title directly addresses one of the most radical propositions of the
Communist Manifesto. It dissects the arguments for abolishing bourgeois
private property, distinguishing it from personal property. The book explores
the theoretical underpinnings of a communist economic system that prioritizes
collective ownership of the means of production. It examines the historical



debates and attempts to implement such a system.

4.

The Family, Education, and the Nation: Transforming
Social Structures
This work scrutinizes the Manifesto's critique of existing social
institutions in the context of a communist revolution. It analyzes the call
for the transformation of the family, the role of education in shaping future
citizens, and the proposed dissolution of national distinctions. The book
explores how these proposed changes aimed to dismantle bourgeois ideology and
create a new social order. It traces the influence of these ideas on
subsequent socialist thought.

5.

Critique of Socialist Literature: Distinguishing
Communism from Utopianism
This book engages with the Manifesto's critical assessment of other socialist
and communist thinkers. It dissects Marx and Engels' arguments against
"utopian socialism," highlighting their emphasis on scientific analysis and
revolutionary action. The work explores the distinctions drawn between their
own brand of communism and earlier, more idealistic approaches. It clarifies
the Manifesto's claim to a more grounded and historically informed
revolutionary theory.

6.

The Role of the Communist Party: Vanguard of the
Proletariat
This title focuses on the Manifesto's assertion that communists represent the
most advanced section of the working class. It examines the proposed role of
the Communist Party as an organized political force leading the revolution.
The book explores the Manifesto's arguments for the party's dedication to the
overall interests of the proletarian movement. It investigates the
implications of this vanguard role for political strategy and organization.

7.

Global Revolution: The Internationalist Vision of
Communism
This book delves into the Manifesto's famous call for international
proletarian solidarity. It analyzes the argument that workers have no country
and that the struggle against capitalism is inherently global. The text
explores the implications of this internationalist perspective for
revolutionary movements and the envisioned future society. It considers how



this vision aimed to transcend national boundaries and unite the working
class worldwide.

8.

Dictatorship of the Proletariat: The Transition to
Communism
This work critically examines the concept of the "dictatorship of the
proletariat" as presented in Part 2 of the Manifesto. It explores its meaning
as a transitional phase of political power held by the working class. The
book analyzes the Manifesto's justification for this form of rule as
necessary to suppress bourgeois resistance. It also touches upon the
historical interpretations and controversies surrounding this key concept.

9.

The Future Society: A Communist Commonwealth
This book extrapolates from the Communist Manifesto's proposals to envision
the characteristics of a communist society. It analyzes the ideas of a
classless society where the free development of each is the condition for the
free development of all. The work discusses the abolition of alienated labor
and the transformation of social relations. It explores the ultimate goals
and ideals that motivated the authors of the Manifesto.
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