
communist manifesto on communism
The Communist Manifesto, authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, is a foundational document of
communist theory, outlining a radical critique of capitalist society and proposing a revolutionary path
toward a classless, communist state. This seminal work, first published in 1848, dissects the historical
development of class struggle, arguing that history is a narrative of conflict between the bourgeoisie
(the owning class) and the proletariat (the working class). Understanding the core tenets of the
Communist Manifesto is crucial for comprehending the historical trajectory of political thought and the
persistent influence of Marxist ideas on global discourse. This article will delve into the key arguments
presented in the Communist Manifesto on communism, exploring its analysis of capitalism, the
concept of class struggle, the role of revolution, and the envisioned future society.
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Understanding the Communist Manifesto on
Communism: A Deep Dive

The Communist Manifesto, a powerful and often controversial tract, serves as a cornerstone for
understanding the theoretical underpinnings of communism. It is not merely a historical document but
a call to action, a profound analysis of societal structures, and a blueprint for radical change.
Authored by two of history's most influential thinkers, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, this work
meticulously unpacks the dynamics of power, class, and economic systems. The Communist
Manifesto on communism provides a framework for interpreting historical events through the lens of
economic determinism and class conflict, offering a vision of a future free from exploitation and
inequality. This exploration will illuminate the core arguments of the Manifesto, examining its
diagnosis of capitalism, its theory of historical progression, and its proposed revolutionary solution. By



dissecting its key sections, we can gain a comprehensive appreciation for the enduring impact of the
Communist Manifesto on the discourse surrounding communism.

The Historical Context of the Communist Manifesto

To fully grasp the Communist Manifesto's message on communism, it is essential to situate it within
its historical milieu. Published in 1848, the Manifesto emerged during a period of significant social and
political upheaval across Europe. The Industrial Revolution was in full swing, transforming economies
and societies at an unprecedented pace. This era was marked by the rise of a powerful industrial
capitalist class, the bourgeoisie, and a burgeoning, often impoverished, industrial working class, the
proletariat. The stark inequalities and harsh working conditions experienced by the proletariat
provided fertile ground for radical ideologies. Marx and Engels, deeply engaged with the intellectual
currents of their time, including Hegelian philosophy and utopian socialism, sought to provide a
scientific and materialist explanation for social change. The Communist Manifesto on communism was
a direct response to these societal conditions, aiming to articulate the fundamental principles of
scientific socialism and to organize the international working-class movement. Its publication
coincided with a wave of revolutions across the continent, underscoring the widespread discontent
with existing political and economic structures.

The Rise of Industrial Capitalism and its Discontents

The Communist Manifesto meticulously details the transformative impact of industrial capitalism. It
highlights how the bourgeoisie, through its control of the means of production, had revolutionized
industry and ushered in an era of unprecedented economic growth. However, this progress came at a
significant human cost. The Manifesto paints a vivid picture of the proletariat’s plight, describing their
alienation from their labor, their dependence on the whims of the capitalist class, and their existence
in squalid living conditions. The inherent drive of capitalism, according to Marx and Engels, is
accumulation and expansion, which inevitably leads to the exploitation of labor. This exploitation, the
Manifesto argues, is the fundamental contradiction at the heart of the capitalist system, setting the
stage for its eventual overthrow.

The Influence of Earlier Socialist and Communist Thought

While the Communist Manifesto presented a novel scientific approach to communism, it did not
emerge in a vacuum. Marx and Engels engaged with and critiqued various existing socialist and
communist movements of their time. The Manifesto explicitly categorizes these earlier forms of
thought, such as reactionary socialism, petty-bourgeois socialism, and utopian socialism, identifying
their limitations and distinguishing their own materialist conception of history and class struggle as
the true path to communism. The Manifesto on communism sought to differentiate itself from what it
perceived as less rigorous or less historically grounded approaches, aiming to provide a more
systematic and scientific analysis of societal development and the means to achieve a communist
society.



Core Concepts of Communism as Presented in the
Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto lays out several fundamental concepts that form the bedrock of its theory
of communism. These ideas are interconnected and provide a coherent, albeit radical, vision of
historical progression and societal organization. Understanding these core concepts is crucial for
anyone seeking to comprehend the Manifesto's stance on communism.

The Bourgeoisie and the Proletariat: A Dichotomy of Power

Central to the Communist Manifesto's analysis is the concept of class struggle, defined by the
antagonism between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The bourgeoisie, as the class that owns the
means of production (factories, land, capital), holds economic and political power. The proletariat,
conversely, comprises those who possess no means of production and must sell their labor power to
the bourgeoisie in order to survive. The Manifesto argues that this division is not merely an economic
one but permeates all aspects of social life, influencing culture, politics, and ideology. The dynamic
between these two classes is the primary engine of historical change, according to Marx and Engels,
driving the evolution of societal structures and eventually leading to the communist revolution.

Historical Materialism: The Engine of History

The Communist Manifesto espouses the theory of historical materialism, a philosophical framework
that posits that economic factors and the mode of production are the primary drivers of historical
development. Marx and Engels believed that societal change occurs not through the evolution of
ideas or the actions of great individuals, but through the development of material forces and the
resulting class conflicts. The Manifesto on communism argues that each historical epoch is
characterized by a specific mode of production, and the contradictions within that mode lead to its
eventual supersession by a new one. This dialectical process, driven by class struggle, propels history
forward, with feudalism giving way to capitalism, and capitalism destined to be replaced by
communism.

Alienation of Labor in Capitalist Society

A critical aspect of the Manifesto's critique of capitalism is the concept of alienation. Marx and Engels
argued that under capitalism, workers are alienated from the product of their labor, from the process
of labor itself, from their fellow human beings, and ultimately from their own human potential or
species-being. The worker becomes a mere cog in the vast machinery of production, their creativity
and individuality suppressed. This alienation is a direct consequence of private ownership of the
means of production and the commodification of labor. The Communist Manifesto on communism
seeks to overcome this alienation by abolishing the conditions that create it, thereby restoring a
sense of purpose and fulfillment to human work.



Analysis of Capitalism and its Inherent Contradictions

The Communist Manifesto offers a searing indictment of capitalism, detailing its internal dynamics
and predicting its inevitable downfall. Marx and Engels viewed capitalism not as a static system but
as a dynamic, ever-evolving force characterized by inherent contradictions that would ultimately lead
to its demise.

The Expansionary Nature of Capitalism

One of the most striking observations in the Manifesto is its recognition of capitalism's inherently
expansionary drive. It notes how capitalism "has accomplished wonders far surpassing Egyptian
pyramids, Roman aqueducts, and Gothic cathedrals." The bourgeoisie, driven by the relentless pursuit
of profit, is compelled to constantly revolutionize the instruments of production, to widen the sphere
of circulation, and to draw all, even the most barbarian, nations into civilization. This globalizing
tendency of capitalism is presented as both a force for progress and a harbinger of its own undoing,
as it spreads the seeds of proletarian revolution across the globe.

The Crisis of Overproduction

The Manifesto famously predicts that capitalism will be plagued by periodic crises, particularly the
crisis of overproduction. As capitalism develops, the productive forces advance at an ever-increasing
rate, leading to the production of more goods than the market can absorb. This surplus of
commodities, coupled with the poverty of the masses, creates a paradoxical situation where society
suffers from a lack of goods. The Manifesto describes these crises as moments when "epidemic of
over-production" occurs, leading to destruction of a great part of the products, and to the compulsion
to conquer new markets, or to make more thorough exploitation of the old ones. The Communist
Manifesto on communism highlights these crises as evidence of capitalism’s inherent instability.

The Concentration of Wealth and Growing Inequality

Another key contradiction identified by Marx and Engels is the tendency for wealth to become
increasingly concentrated in the hands of a few, while the majority of the population, the proletariat,
remains in a state of relative or absolute poverty. As capitalism develops, small producers are driven
out of business and absorbed into the ranks of the proletariat. The gap between the opulent lifestyle
of the bourgeoisie and the impoverished existence of the proletariat widens, fueling social unrest and
the desire for radical change. This growing inequality is a direct consequence of the system of private
property and the extraction of surplus value from labor.

The Role of Class Struggle in Communist Theory



Class struggle is the central driving force of history, according to the Communist Manifesto. It is
through the inherent antagonism between classes that societal transformation occurs. The Manifesto
asserts that every historical epoch is defined by its dominant mode of production and the specific
class relations it engenders.

From Feudalism to Capitalism: A Struggle for Dominance

The Manifesto traces the historical progression from feudalism to capitalism, illustrating how the
emerging bourgeoisie, initially an oppressed class under feudal rule, eventually overthrew the
aristocracy. This transition was not a peaceful evolution but a revolutionary struggle where the new
economic forces clashed with the old political and social structures. The bourgeoisie, having
established its dominance, then created a world in its own image, shaping political institutions, legal
systems, and cultural norms to serve its interests. The Communist Manifesto on communism provides
a historical narrative of this power shift.

The Proletariat as the Revolutionary Class

The Manifesto identifies the proletariat not just as a victim of capitalism but as its gravedigger. As
capitalism develops, it increasingly concentrates workers in large factories, fostering a sense of
collective identity and shared grievances. The common experiences of exploitation and alienation,
coupled with the organization facilitated by capitalist production itself, equip the proletariat with the
potential to become a revolutionary force. The Manifesto argues that the proletariat is unique among
oppressed classes in that its liberation requires the abolition of all classes, thus leading to a truly
classless society. The inherent contradictions within capitalism, coupled with the growing
consciousness and organization of the proletariat, create the conditions for revolution.

The Unifying Force of Proletarian Consciousness

The Communist Manifesto emphasizes the importance of developing proletarian consciousness – a
recognition of their shared class interests and their common enemy in the bourgeoisie. The Manifesto
argues that as the proletariat unites and organizes, they will become a formidable force capable of
challenging and overthrowing the capitalist system. This consciousness is not simply an intellectual
awakening but a practical and political one, leading to collective action and revolutionary struggle.
The Communist Manifesto on communism posits that this growing unity is a direct outcome of
capitalist development itself.

The Communist Revolution: Necessity and Process

The Communist Manifesto posits that a revolution is not merely an option but a necessary
consequence of capitalism’s inherent contradictions and the exploitation of the proletariat. The
Manifesto outlines the role of the Communist Party and the process by which this revolution is
expected to occur.



The Inevitability of Revolution

Marx and Engels argued that capitalism, by its very nature, creates the conditions for its own
destruction. The escalating crises, the increasing impoverteness of the masses, and the growing
power and unity of the proletariat make a violent overthrow of the existing order inevitable. The
Manifesto on communism asserts that the bourgeoisie's inability to reconcile the contradictions within
the system, and its resistance to any fundamental change, forces the proletariat to resort to
revolutionary means. The proletariat has nothing to lose but their chains, and a world to win.

The Role of the Communist Party

The Manifesto clarifies the specific role of communists within the broader working-class movement.
Communists are presented not as a separate party opposed to other working-class parties, but as the
most advanced and resolute section of the working-class parties of every country, always pushing
forward all others. Their theoretical advantage lies in their understanding of the line of march, the
conditions, and the ultimate general results of the proletarian movement. The Communist Manifesto
on communism outlines that the party’s primary objective is to agitate, educate, and organize the
proletariat for the impending revolution.

Transitional Measures towards Communism

Following the successful overthrow of the bourgeoisie, the Manifesto outlines a series of transitional
measures that the proletariat, organized as the ruling class, would implement to gradually dismantle
the capitalist system and pave the way for a communist society. These measures are presented as
necessary steps to expropriate the bourgeoisie, centralize the means of production, and eliminate
class distinctions.

Some of these proposed transitional measures include:

Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all rights of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralization of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank with state capital
and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the state.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the state; the bringing into
cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a
common plan.



Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the distinction
between town and country, by a more equable distribution of the population over the country.

Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children’s factory labour in its
present form. Combination of education with industrial production, &c.

The Communist Manifesto on communism views these measures as essential for transitioning from a
capitalist to a socialist and ultimately communist society.

Abolition of Private Property and its Implications

The most radical and frequently discussed proposal in the Communist Manifesto is the abolition of
private property in the means of production. This is seen as the lynchpin of the communist project,
the essential step to eradicate class exploitation and inequality.

Private Property as the Basis of Exploitation

The Manifesto argues that private property, in the context of the means of production, is the very
foundation upon which the bourgeoisie exploits the proletariat. By owning the factories, land, and
capital, the bourgeoisie can extract surplus value from the labor of others. The Communist Manifesto
on communism asserts that as long as private property exists, class divisions and exploitation will
persist. The goal is not to abolish personal property, such as one’s clothes or personal belongings, but
to eliminate the private ownership that allows for the exploitation of labor.

The Collective Ownership of the Means of Production

In place of private ownership, the Manifesto advocates for the collective ownership of the means of
production. This means that the resources and tools necessary for producing wealth would be owned
and controlled by society as a whole, or by the working class acting in its collective capacity. This
would, in theory, eliminate the basis for class division and ensure that the fruits of labor are
distributed equitably among all members of society.

Impact on Social Relations and Individual Freedom

The abolition of private property is intended to fundamentally transform social relations. Without the
economic disparities created by private ownership, the Manifesto envisions a society free from class
antagonisms, where individuals are not pitted against each other in a struggle for survival.
Furthermore, by freeing individuals from the alienation of labor and the anxieties of economic
insecurity, communism aims to foster greater individual freedom and the full development of human



potential. The Communist Manifesto on communism suggests that true freedom can only be realized
when the material basis for oppression is removed.

The Vision of a Communist Society

The Communist Manifesto concludes with a powerful vision of a communist society, a future where
the oppressive structures of capitalism have been dismantled. This section outlines the characteristics
of such a society, a departure from the historical trajectory of class-based conflict.

A Classless Society Free from Exploitation

The ultimate goal of the communist revolution, as described in the Manifesto, is the establishment of
a classless society. In such a society, the divisions between bourgeoisie and proletariat, and indeed all
class distinctions, would cease to exist. This would mean the end of exploitation, as no group would
possess the means of production to profit from the labor of others. The Communist Manifesto on
communism envisions a society where labor is no longer a means of survival and exploitation but a
fulfilling activity contributing to the common good.

The Withering Away of the State

Marx and Engels argued that the state, in capitalist societies, is an instrument of class oppression,
serving the interests of the ruling class. In a communist society, where class distinctions have been
abolished, the need for a coercive state apparatus would, according to their theory, gradually
disappear. The Manifesto describes this as the "withering away of the state," where public functions
would lose their political character and transform into simple administrative tasks. This theoretical
outcome is a key element of the Communist Manifesto on communism's depiction of an ideal future.

From Each According to His Ability, To Each According to His
Needs

Perhaps the most famous summation of the communist ideal comes from the Manifesto: "From each
according to his ability, to each according to his needs." This principle encapsulates the envisioned
economic and social organization of a communist society, where individuals contribute their labor as
they are able, and receive in return the resources they require to live a dignified life. This stands in
stark contrast to the capitalist principle of distribution based on ownership and market exchange. The
Communist Manifesto on communism presents this as the ultimate aspiration for a just and equitable
society.



Critiques and Enduring Relevance of the Communist
Manifesto

Since its publication, the Communist Manifesto has been subject to extensive critique and debate.
While its historical impact is undeniable, its theoretical claims and practical applications have been
challenged on numerous grounds. Nonetheless, its ideas continue to resonate and inform discussions
about social justice, economic inequality, and political power.

Criticisms of Historical Determinism and Economic
Reductionism

A significant critique leveled against the Manifesto is its perceived historical determinism and
economic reductionism. Critics argue that by emphasizing economic factors as the primary drivers of
history, Marx and Engels downplayed the roles of culture, ideology, and individual agency. The idea
that history progresses through a predetermined dialectical process, leading inevitably to
communism, has been questioned as overly simplistic and deterministic. The Communist Manifesto on
communism, in this view, offers a powerful but potentially flawed explanatory model.

The Practical Failures of Communist States

The historical attempts to implement communist states in the 20th century, characterized by
authoritarianism, economic inefficiency, and human rights abuses, have led many to reject the
Manifesto's central propositions. Critics point to the widespread suffering and lack of freedom
experienced in many of these regimes as evidence of the inherent flaws in Marxist-Leninist
interpretations of the Manifesto. The practical implementation of the Communist Manifesto on
communism has often diverged dramatically from its theoretical ideals.

Enduring Relevance in Contemporary Debates

Despite the criticisms and historical failures, the Communist Manifesto remains relevant in
contemporary discussions about capitalism. Its incisive critique of economic inequality, the
exploitation of labor, and the tendency for capital to concentrate wealth continues to resonate in an
era of increasing global economic disparities. The Manifesto's analysis of alienation and the
commodification of social life also remains pertinent. The ongoing debates about economic justice,
the power of corporations, and the role of the state demonstrate the enduring influence of the
questions posed by the Communist Manifesto on communism.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Communist



Manifesto on Communism

The Communist Manifesto, with its potent analysis of capitalism and its revolutionary call to arms, has
undeniably left an indelible mark on the course of history and the intellectual landscape of political
thought. Its core arguments concerning class struggle, the inherent contradictions of capitalism, and
the vision of a classless society continue to be subjects of study, debate, and inspiration. While the
practical implementations of its theories have been fraught with challenges and criticisms, the
fundamental questions it raises about economic justice, social inequality, and the nature of power
remain profoundly relevant. The Communist Manifesto on communism, therefore, endures not simply
as a historical artifact, but as a powerful and enduring statement that continues to shape our
understanding of societal structures and the pursuit of a more equitable world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core concept of communism as outlined in the
Communist Manifesto?
The core concept is the abolition of private property and the establishment of a classless society
where the means of production are owned communally. This is seen as the inevitable result of
historical development, driven by class struggle.

How does the Communist Manifesto describe the role of the
bourgeoisie and proletariat?
The Manifesto portrays the bourgeoisie (the capitalist class) as the exploiters, owning the means of
production, and the proletariat (the working class) as the exploited, selling their labor power. It argues
that the bourgeoisie's relentless pursuit of profit creates the conditions for its own downfall.

What is meant by 'class struggle' in the context of the
Communist Manifesto?
Class struggle refers to the historical conflict between different social classes, primarily between the
oppressors and the oppressed. The Manifesto asserts that 'the history of all hitherto existing society is
the history of class struggles,' with the proletariat poised to overthrow the bourgeoisie.

What are some of the immediate measures proposed by the
Communist Manifesto?
The Manifesto suggests a series of measures, depending on the country, including the abolition of
inheritance, a heavy progressive or graduated income tax, centralization of credit and means of
communication in the state's hands, and free education for all children.



Does the Communist Manifesto advocate for revolution?
Yes, the Communist Manifesto explicitly advocates for a violent revolution by the proletariat to
overthrow the existing capitalist system and establish a communist society. It states, 'The
proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains.'

How does the Manifesto address the idea of the 'abolition of
the family'?
The Manifesto argues that the bourgeois family is based on capital and private gain. It envisions a
future where the family unit as it exists under capitalism, with its economic dependence, will
transform or 'wither away' as communal living and child-rearing become more prevalent.

What is the Communist Manifesto's view on nationalism?
The Manifesto critiques nationalism as a tool used by the bourgeoisie to divide the working class. It
famously declares, 'The working men have no country,' and advocates for international solidarity
among the proletariat worldwide.

How does the Manifesto envision the transition to
communism?
The transition is envisioned as a process following the proletarian revolution, where the working class
seizes political power and uses it to dismantle capitalist structures, gradually leading to a stateless,
classless society.

What criticisms does the Communist Manifesto level against
other forms of socialism?
The Manifesto criticizes various forms of socialism it deems 'utopian' or 'reactionary,' arguing they fail
to understand or engage with the historical necessity of class struggle and the role of the proletariat
in achieving communism.

Is the Communist Manifesto still relevant today?
The relevance of the Communist Manifesto is a subject of ongoing debate. Its analysis of capitalism,
class inequality, and globalization continues to resonate with many, while its proposed solutions and
predictions are viewed critically by others in light of historical events and contemporary socio-
economic realities.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the Communist Manifesto and communism, each starting with `

` and followed by a short description:



1. `

The Communist Manifesto
`
This foundational text, co-authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, outlines the core principles of communism and
historical materialism. It argues that history is a struggle
between opposing social classes, culminating in a proletariat
revolution that will overthrow capitalism. The Manifesto
envisions a classless society free from exploitation and
alienation.

2. `

Das Kapital, Volume 1
`
Karl Marx's magnum opus delves deeply into the economic
critique of capitalism, providing a rigorous analysis of its
internal contradictions. It examines the concepts of labor,
value, surplus value, and the inherent tendency of capitalism
towards crisis. This work forms the theoretical bedrock of
Marxist economics and is essential for understanding the
Manifesto's arguments.

3. `

The State and Revolution
`
Written by Vladimir Lenin, this influential work elaborates on
Marx's ideas regarding the role of the state in a communist
society. Lenin argues for the necessity of a violent revolution
to dismantle the existing bourgeois state and establish a
dictatorship of the proletariat. He also discusses the eventual
withering away of the state as communism progresses.



4. `

The German Ideology
`
Another collaboration between Marx and Engels, this book
critiques various philosophical and socialist schools of
thought prevalent at the time. It further develops their
concept of historical materialism, emphasizing the role of
economic production and social relations in shaping ideas and
consciousness. The work lays out their vision for a communist
society as a departure from these ideological frameworks.

5. `

Principles of Communism
`
Authored by Friedrich Engels, this early work serves as a
question-and-answer primer on communist theory, predating
the Manifesto. It succinctly explains the basic tenets of
communism, the nature of private property, and the historical
development leading to a communist future. It functions as an
accessible introduction to the core ideas that would be
expanded upon later.

6. `

On the Jewish Question
`
Karl Marx's essay critically examines the relationship between
political emancipation and human emancipation. It analyzes
the concept of bourgeois freedom and its limitations, arguing
that true liberation requires overcoming the economic
alienation inherent in capitalism. This work explores the
societal structures that the communist revolution aims to



transform.

7. `

Critique of the Gotha Programme
`
In this sharp critique, Karl Marx analyzes a draft program for
the newly unified German Workers' Party. He outlines his
vision for the transitional phase of communism,
distinguishing between a lower and higher phase. Marx
emphasizes the need for a revolutionary transition and
critiques concessions made by socialists that he believed
weakened their commitment to core communist principles.

8. `

The Civil War in France
`
Karl Marx analyzes the Paris Commune of 1871, viewing it as
an early and vital example of proletarian self-governance. He
praises the Commune's revolutionary actions and its attempts
to dismantle the existing state apparatus. This work provides
practical insights into the potential mechanisms of a workers'
state and its struggle against bourgeois forces.

9. `

The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
`
Karl Marx uses this work to analyze the 1851 coup d'état by
Louis Bonaparte, employing historical materialism to explain
the rise of the bourgeoisie and the proletariat's role. He
examines the concept of class struggle and the ways in which
historical events are shaped by underlying economic forces.



The book demonstrates the application of his theories to
concrete historical circumstances.
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