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The Communist Manifesto Main Claims: A
Deep Dive into Marx and Engels'
Revolutionary Ideas

The Communist Manifesto, a foundational document penned by Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels, remains a cornerstone of political and economic thought,
igniting debates and shaping ideologies for over a century. This seminal work
meticulously outlines the core tenets of communism, offering a potent
critique of capitalist society and proposing a radical alternative.
Understanding the communist manifesto main claims is crucial for grasping the
historical impact and ongoing relevance of Marxist theory. From its analysis
of class struggle to its vision of a classless society, the Manifesto
presents a compelling, albeit controversial, roadmap for societal
transformation. This article will delve deeply into the essential arguments
presented in the Manifesto, exploring its historical context and the enduring
impact of its principal assertions. Prepare to explore the foundational ideas
that continue to resonate in discussions about social justice, economic
inequality, and political power.
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Understanding the Historical Context of The
Communist Manifesto

To fully appreciate the communist manifesto main claims, it is essential to
understand the historical backdrop against which it was written. Published in
1848, the Manifesto emerged during a period of immense social and political



upheaval across Europe. The Industrial Revolution had transformed economies,
leading to rapid urbanization and the rise of a new industrial working class,
the proletariat. This class often faced deplorable working conditions, long
hours, and meager wages, fueling widespread discontent and a growing
awareness of class disparities. Simultaneously, liberal and nationalist
movements were gaining momentum, challenging the existing monarchical and
aristocratic orders. Marx and Engels, active participants in the intellectual
and political currents of their time, were deeply influenced by these
developments. Their analysis was a direct response to the perceived
injustices and exploitive nature of early industrial capitalism, seeking to
provide a theoretical framework and a call to action for the burgeoning
socialist movement. The document was commissioned by the Communist League, an
international political party, highlighting its immediate intent as a program
for revolutionary action.

The Bourgeoisie's Rise and its Contradictions

One of the foundational communist manifesto main claims is its detailed
examination of the rise of the bourgeoisie. Marx and Engels argue that the
bourgeoisie, the class of modern capitalists who own the means of social
production and employ wage-laborers, played a revolutionary role in history.
They destroyed feudalism, broke up patriarchal and idylling relations, and
created immense productive forces. However, this very success, they contend,
sowed the seeds of its own destruction. The bourgeoisie's relentless pursuit
of profit and its need for ever-expanding markets lead to a constant
revolutionizing of the instruments of production and, consequently, of the
relations of production. This dynamic creates inherent contradictions within
capitalism, leading to periodic crises of overproduction and growing
inequality.

The Exploitation of the Proletariat

Central to the communist manifesto main claims is the concept of the
proletariat, the class of modern wage-laborers who, having no means of their
own production, are compelled to sell their labor power in order to live.
Marx and Engels paint a stark picture of the proletariat's condition under
capitalism. They argue that the bourgeoisie extracts surplus value from the
labor of the proletariat, paying them only enough to survive and reproduce
their labor power, while the surplus value created by their work accrues to
the capitalist as profit. This fundamental exploitation forms the bedrock of
the class antagonism that Marx and Engels identify as the driving force of
history.

The Core of the Communist Manifesto Main
Claims: Class Struggle

Perhaps the most iconic and enduring of the communist manifesto main claims
is the assertion that "The history of all hitherto existing society is the
history of class struggles." Marx and Engels present a dialectical
materialist view of history, where the development of societies is driven by
the conflict between opposing social classes. They argue that in every
historical epoch, there have been dominant and oppressed classes locked in an
eternal struggle for power and resources. From ancient slave societies to



feudalism and, most importantly for their analysis, capitalism, this inherent
conflict shapes social, political, and intellectual life. The Manifesto
meticulously traces this historical trajectory, arguing that capitalism,
while a significant advancement over previous modes of production, has
simplified these antagonisms into two great opposing camps: the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat. This central tenet underscores the revolutionary nature
of their thinking, positing that societal change is not a gradual evolution
but a result of fundamental conflict and transformation.

Historical Materialism as the Framework

The theory of historical materialism underpins the communist manifesto main
claims regarding class struggle. Marx and Engels believed that the economic
base of society – the means of production and the relations of production –
determines the social, political, and intellectual superstructure. Changes in
the economic base, driven by technological advancements and evolving modes of
production, inevitably lead to transformations in the superstructure,
including class relations. This materialist perspective emphasizes that
economic conditions are the primary drivers of historical change, rather than
ideas or great individuals. The Manifesto argues that as capitalism develops,
its inherent contradictions intensify, creating the conditions for a
revolutionary overthrow by the proletariat.

The Inevitable Conflict Between Bourgeoisie and
Proletariat

The communist manifesto main claims vividly describe the escalating conflict
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. As capitalism expands, the
proletariat grows in numbers and its collective experience of exploitation
fosters a sense of common identity and purpose. Marx and Engels foresee that
this burgeoning class consciousness will eventually lead to organized
political action. They argue that the bourgeoisie, in its struggle against
aristocracy and other forms of opposition, inadvertently creates the
conditions for its own downfall by developing large-scale industries and
concentrating workers in urban centers, facilitating communication and
organization. This inherent dynamic of capitalist development, they posit,
makes the ultimate confrontation between the two classes not only possible
but inevitable.

Bourgeoisie and Proletariat: The Engine of
History

The relationship between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat is not merely a
description of social classes; it is presented as the fundamental engine of
historical progression within the capitalist era. The communist manifesto
main claims revolve around how the dynamic interplay and inevitable conflict
between these two classes propel society forward. The bourgeoisie, through
its pursuit of profit and expansion, creates the very forces that will
ultimately challenge its dominance. The proletariat, by virtue of its
exploited position, becomes the revolutionary agent capable of dismantling
the capitalist system. This dialectical understanding of history, where
progress emerges from conflict, is a cornerstone of Marxist thought and a



central argument within the Manifesto.

The Proletariat as a Revolutionary Class

The communist manifesto main claims highlight the unique position of the
proletariat as the only truly revolutionary class under capitalism. Unlike
previous oppressed classes, such as the peasantry or the artisans, the
proletariat has nothing to lose but its chains. They do not own property and
are entirely dependent on selling their labor. This lack of vested interest
in the existing system, combined with their concentration in factories and
their shared experience of exploitation, makes them the ideal force for a
radical transformation of society. Marx and Engels believe that as the
proletariat becomes more organized and conscious of its exploited state, it
will inevitably rise to overthrow the bourgeoisie and establish a new social
order.

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat as a Transitional
Phase

While not extensively detailed in the Manifesto, the concept of the
"dictatorship of the proletariat" is implicitly present as a necessary
transitional phase. The communist manifesto main claims suggest that after
the proletariat overthrows the bourgeoisie, a period of state control by the
working class will be necessary to suppress counter-revolutionary forces and
to begin the process of transforming the economic system. This phase is
envisioned as a means to dismantle the remnants of bourgeois power and to lay
the groundwork for a truly classless society. It is a crucial, albeit often
misunderstood, component of their revolutionary strategy.

Abolition of Private Property: A Central
Communist Manifesto Claim

One of the most controversial and frequently cited communist manifesto main
claims is the call for the abolition of private property. It is crucial to
clarify that Marx and Engels are specifically targeting bourgeois private
property – the private ownership of the means of production (factories, land,
machinery, etc.) by capitalists. They do not advocate for the confiscation of
personal possessions like clothing or tools used for individual craft. The
Manifesto argues that this form of private property is the foundation of
capitalist exploitation, enabling the bourgeoisie to extract surplus value
from the labor of others. By abolishing private ownership of the means of
production, the communists aim to eliminate the basis for class division and
exploitation, thereby creating a more equitable society.

Distinguishing Bourgeois Property from Personal
Property

The communist manifesto main claims are often misrepresented as a call for
the outright abolition of all property. However, Marx and Engels are very
clear in distinguishing between bourgeois property and personal property.



They state, "We Communists have not invented the intervention of society in
property; on the contrary, wherever and in proportion as the Bourgeoisie has
developed, it has had to abolish, in favour of capital, all the old property-
relations." Their focus is on the ownership of the means by which wealth is
created. They argue that the private ownership of these means inherently
leads to the exploitation of those who do not own them. Personal property,
acquired through one's own labor or gifts, is not targeted by their
revolutionary agenda.

The Communist Vision of Collective Ownership

Following the abolition of bourgeois private property, the communist
manifesto main claims propose a system of collective ownership of the means
of production. This does not necessarily imply state ownership, as often
interpreted, but rather a system where the means of production are owned and
controlled by the community or society as a whole. The goal is to ensure that
the benefits of production are distributed more equitably among all members
of society, rather than being concentrated in the hands of a few. This shift
is intended to create a society free from exploitation, where the principle
of "from each according to his ability, to each according to his needs" can
be realized.

The Specter of Communism and its Demands

The opening lines of the Manifesto famously declare that "A specter is
haunting Europe—the specter of Communism." This powerful metaphor sets the
tone for the document, highlighting how communism, even in its nascent stage,
had become a significant force that the established powers feared. The
Manifesto then proceeds to outline a series of practical demands that the
communists advocate for, which are presented as immediate goals to be
achieved in the transition towards a communist society. These demands are not
presented as the final word, but rather as initial steps that would
progressively strip the bourgeoisie of its capital and centralize the means
of production in the hands of the state, representing the organized
proletariat.

Key Demands Outlined in the Manifesto

The communist manifesto main claims include a list of specific policies that
the communists propose to implement following a successful revolution. These
often include measures aimed at curbing the power of the bourgeoisie and
restructuring the economy. Some of the most notable demands include:

Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to
public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all rights of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralization of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a



national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands
of the State.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State;
the bringing into cultivation of wastelands, and the improvement of the
soil generally in accordance with a common plan.

Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies,
especially for agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries, gradual
abolition of all the distinction between town and country, by a more
equable distribution of the population over the country.

Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of
children's factory labour in its present form. Combination of education
with industrial production, &c.

The Role of the State in Transition

It is important to note that the communist manifesto main claims do not
advocate for the immediate abolition of the state. Instead, they propose a
temporary strengthening of state power, wielded by the proletariat, as a
necessary tool to dismantle the capitalist system and suppress bourgeois
resistance. The state, under the dictatorship of the proletariat, would
control key industries, banking, and communication, guiding the transition
towards a stateless, classless society. The ultimate goal, however, is the
withering away of the state once its class-based function is no longer
necessary.

Critique of Existing Opposition Parties

The Communist Manifesto does not exist in a vacuum. Marx and Engels
critically examine the various political movements and ideologies of their
time, contrasting them with their own revolutionary vision. The communist
manifesto main claims are thus presented as superior and more radical than
those of other socialist and reformist groups. They distinguish themselves
from utopian socialists who sought to create ideal communities without
engaging in revolutionary action, and from petty-bourgeois socialists who,
while criticizing capitalist exploitation, sought to preserve private
property and the existing social order. This critical analysis underscores
the Manifesto's claim to represent the most advanced and consistent
revolutionary ideology.

Utopian Socialism vs. Scientific Socialism

Marx and Engels criticize what they term "Utopian Socialism," represented by
thinkers like Saint-Simon, Fourier, and Owen. While acknowledging their
critique of capitalist society and their proposals for a more just order,
Marx and Engels argue that these socialists failed to recognize the



historical role of the proletariat as the agent of change. They also
criticize the Utopians for relying on idealistic appeals and philanthropic
efforts rather than on the material conditions and the class struggle that,
according to Marx and Engels, drive historical development. The Manifesto
champions "scientific socialism," which is grounded in the materialist
conception of history and the analysis of class conflict.

The Petty-Bourgeoisie and its Limitations

The Manifesto also addresses the ideology of the "petty-bourgeoisie," a class
of small shopkeepers, artisans, and professionals who stand between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. While the petty-bourgeoisie often
experiences exploitation by larger capitalists, they also have a stake in the
preservation of private property and the existing capitalist system. Their
socialist proposals, therefore, are often seen as attempts to ameliorate
capitalism rather than to overthrow it. Marx and Engels argue that the petty-
bourgeois socialists, due to their class position, are ultimately reactionary
and incapable of leading a genuine revolution.

The Role of the Communist Party

The communist manifesto main claims dedicate a section to defining the role
and position of the Communist Party within the broader working-class
movement. Far from being a distinct party opposed to other working-class
parties, the Communists are presented as the most advanced and resolute
section of the working-class parties of every country. Their immediate aim is
to achieve the aims of all other proletarian parties, namely the formation of
the proletariat into a class, the overthrow of the bourgeois supremacy, and
the conquest of political power by the proletariat. This section clarifies
their strategic approach to revolutionary change.

The Communists as the Vanguard of the Proletariat

The communist manifesto main claims position the Communist Party as the
vanguard of the proletariat. This means they are the most class-conscious,
theoretically advanced, and strategically astute segment of the working
class. They are not seen as leaders who impose their will, but rather as
educators and organizers who help the proletariat understand its historical
mission and organize itself effectively. The Communists are characterized by
their theoretical clarity, their commitment to the ultimate goals of
communism, and their ability to work with and influence all sections of the
working-class movement.

Internationalism and Solidarity

A crucial aspect of the communist manifesto main claims is their emphasis on
internationalism. The famous closing slogan, "Working Men of All Countries,
Unite!", encapsulates this principle. Marx and Engels argue that the class
struggle is inherently international, as capitalism operates on a global
scale. The bourgeoisie, they contend, has already created a global market and
interconnectedness. Therefore, the proletariat must also unite across
national boundaries to achieve its revolutionary aims. The Communist Party,



in this view, transcends national interests and champions the cause of the
international working class.

The Communist Manifesto Main Claims: A Vision
for the Future

Beyond its critique of capitalism and its revolutionary strategy, the
communist manifesto main claims also offer a vision of a future communist
society. While the Manifesto is primarily a political document focused on the
immediate struggles, it hints at the ultimate goals of communism: a society
free from class distinctions, exploitation, and alienation. This future
society is characterized by the collective ownership of the means of
production, the abolition of the state, and the full development of human
potential. It is a vision of a radically different social and economic order,
driven by cooperation and the satisfaction of human needs.

A Society Without Classes and Exploitation

The ultimate aim of the communist revolution, as outlined by the communist
manifesto main claims, is the establishment of a classless society. In such a
society, the divisions between bourgeoisie and proletariat, and indeed all
forms of class antagonism, would cease to exist. Without private ownership of
the means of production, the basis for exploitation would be removed. This
would lead to a society where the labor of individuals is not appropriated by
others, and where the benefits of production are shared equitably. The
elimination of exploitation would also mean the end of alienation, where
individuals feel estranged from their labor, the products of their labor, the
society, and themselves.

The Withering Away of the State

A significant, though often overlooked, communist manifesto main claim is the
eventual "withering away of the state." Marx and Engels viewed the state as
an instrument of class oppression, used by the ruling class to maintain its
dominance. In a classless communist society, where there are no class
antagonisms to suppress, the need for a coercive state apparatus would
disappear. The functions currently performed by the state, such as
administration and economic planning, would be carried out by the community
itself, through democratic and collective mechanisms. This vision of a
stateless society is a hallmark of Marxist thought.

"From Each According to His Ability, To Each
According to His Needs"

The famous slogan, "From each according to his ability, to each according to
his needs," encapsulates the ideal of a communist society as envisioned
within the broader context of the communist manifesto main claims. This
principle suggests a system of distribution based on individual capabilities
and requirements, rather than on the amount of labor contributed or the
ownership of capital. In such a society, individuals would contribute their
skills and talents to the collective good, and in return, their essential



needs would be met, fostering a sense of universal solidarity and shared
prosperity.

The Enduring Legacy and Debates Surrounding
Communist Manifesto Main Claims

The communist manifesto main claims have had an unparalleled impact on global
history, inspiring revolutions, shaping political movements, and provoking
continuous debate. Despite the criticisms and the historical experiences of
states that claimed to be communist, the core arguments of the Manifesto,
particularly its analysis of capitalism, class struggle, and inequality,
continue to resonate. The enduring relevance of these claims lies in their
powerful critique of economic disparities and social injustice, which remain
pressing issues in contemporary society. The Manifesto’s analysis of the
inherent contradictions of capitalism and its tendency towards crisis and
exploitation continues to be a subject of study and discussion for
economists, sociologists, and political theorists.

Historical Impact and Interpretations

The communist manifesto main claims have been interpreted and implemented in
vastly different ways throughout history. While some revolutions sought to
establish societies based on Marx's principles, the actual outcomes often
deviated significantly, leading to authoritarian regimes and economic
inefficiencies. The Manifesto's emphasis on class struggle has been used to
justify revolutionary action, while its critique of private property has led
to widespread nationalization and state control in various countries.
Understanding the diverse historical interpretations and applications of the
Manifesto's claims is crucial for grasping its complex legacy.

Contemporary Relevance and Critiques

In the 21st century, the communist manifesto main claims remain a subject of
intense debate. Proponents argue that its analysis of capitalism’s tendency
towards wealth concentration, worker exploitation, and recurring crises is
more relevant than ever in the face of increasing global inequality and
economic instability. Critics, however, point to the historical failures of
communist states, the suppression of individual liberties, and the economic
inefficiencies that often accompanied centrally planned economies. Despite
these critiques, the Manifesto's call for social justice and its examination
of power dynamics continue to inform discussions about the fundamental nature
of economic systems and the pursuit of a more equitable society.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the communist manifesto main claims offer a profound and
enduring critique of capitalist society, rooted in the concept of historical
class struggle. Marx and Engels meticulously outlined the inherent antagonism
between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, arguing that the exploitation of
labor is the fundamental mechanism of capitalist production. Their call for



the abolition of bourgeois private property and the establishment of
collective ownership represents a radical vision for a classless, equitable
society. While the historical implementation of these claims has been complex
and often controversial, the Manifesto's analysis of economic inequality,
alienation, and the power dynamics inherent in capitalism continues to
provoke critical thought and shape contemporary debates about social justice
and economic systems. The enduring power of the communist manifesto main
claims lies in their potent articulation of societal injustices and their
call for fundamental transformation, ensuring their continued relevance in
intellectual and political discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central argument of the Communist
Manifesto regarding historical change?

The central argument is that history is fundamentally a history of class
struggles. The Manifesto posits that societal development is driven by the
conflict between opposing social classes, leading to revolutions and the
eventual emergence of new social orders.

What role does the bourgeoisie play in the
Manifesto's analysis?

The bourgeoisie, the capitalist class, is identified as a revolutionary force
that overthrew feudalism and established capitalism. However, the Manifesto
argues that the bourgeoisie has also created the very conditions for its own
downfall by developing powerful productive forces and a proletariat.

What is the primary characteristic of the proletariat
according to the Manifesto?

The proletariat is the working class, those who do not own the means of
production and must sell their labor power to survive. They are characterized
by their exploitation under capitalism and their potential to be the
revolutionary class that will overthrow the bourgeoisie.

What is the ultimate goal of communism as outlined in
the Manifesto?

The ultimate goal of communism is the abolition of private property, the
establishment of a classless society, and the liberation of the proletariat
from exploitation. This would lead to a society where the 'free development
of each is the condition for the free development of all.'

How does the Manifesto propose to achieve a communist
society?

The Manifesto suggests that the proletariat must seize political power
through revolution, abolish the bourgeois state, and then implement a series
of measures to transition to communism. These measures include the
expropriation of land, centralization of credit and communication, and



progressive income tax.

What is the Manifesto's critique of capitalism?

The Manifesto criticizes capitalism for its inherent exploitation of the
working class, its tendency towards economic crises, and its alienation of
labor. It argues that capitalism creates conditions of poverty and misery for
the majority while concentrating wealth and power in the hands of a few.

What does the Manifesto mean by the 'spectre of
communism'?

The 'spectre of communism' refers to the growing fear and apprehension among
the ruling classes of Europe about the rise of socialist and communist
movements. The Manifesto uses this imagery to highlight the perceived threat
posed by the organized working class to the existing capitalist order.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the main claims of the Communist Manifesto,
each starting with

and followed by a short description:

1.

The Specter of Revolution

This book delves into the historical context and
intellectual underpinnings that led to the drafting
of the Communist Manifesto. It explores the
widespread anxieties and hopes surrounding the
potential for revolutionary change across Europe in
the mid-19th century. The work examines how social
inequalities and burgeoning industrialization fueled
the call for a radical restructuring of society.

2.

Class Struggle: The Engine of History

Focusing on one of the Manifesto's core tenets, this
book analyzes the concept of class struggle as the
primary driving force behind historical development.



It traces the evolution of different class
antagonisms throughout various historical epochs,
illustrating how these conflicts have shaped societal
transformations. The narrative highlights the
inherent tension between the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat as depicted in Marx and Engels' work.

3.

The Dissolution of the Bourgeoisie

This title examines the Manifesto's prediction of the
inevitable decline and eventual overthrow of the
capitalist class. It investigates the internal
contradictions within capitalism, such as crises of
overproduction and the alienation of labor, that Marx
and Engels believed would lead to its demise. The
book critically assesses whether and how these
predicted processes have unfolded in modern
economies.

4.

The Rise of the Proletariat

This work explores the Manifesto's central argument
regarding the historical mission of the working
class. It details the conditions that foster
proletarian consciousness and organization, leading
to their emergence as a revolutionary force. The book
discusses the strategies and ideals associated with
the proletariat seizing political power to establish
a new social order.

5.

Abolition of Private Property

This book dissects the Communist Manifesto's radical



call for the abolition of private property in the
means of production. It differentiates between
personal property and private ownership of capital,
explaining the rationale behind this distinction. The
work explores the philosophical and economic
arguments for collective ownership and its
implications for social equality.

6.

The Withering Away of the State

This title investigates the Manifesto's vision of a
future communist society where the state, as an
instrument of class oppression, would eventually
cease to exist. It examines the theoretical pathways
through which this state-less society is envisioned,
moving beyond political control. The book considers
the challenges and complexities of achieving such a
stateless existence.

7.

Internationalism of the Workers

This book highlights the Manifesto's famous rallying
cry, "Workers of the world, unite!" It explores the
call for global solidarity among the working class,
transcending national boundaries. The work examines
the historical attempts and ongoing efforts to forge
international worker movements and their impact on
global politics.

8.

The Communist Vision: A Classless Society

This work elaborates on the ultimate goal outlined in
the Communist Manifesto: the creation of a classless,



communist society. It describes the characteristics
of such a society, including the absence of
exploitation and alienation, and the principle of
"from each according to his ability, to each
according to his need." The book analyzes the ideals
and aspirations for human emancipation embedded
within this vision.

9.

Critique of Utopian Socialism

This title focuses on the Communist Manifesto's
distinction between its own "scientific" socialism
and earlier "utopian" socialist theories. It analyzes
the critiques leveled by Marx and Engels against
socialists who relied on moral persuasion or
idealistic blueprints for societal change. The book
explains why the Manifesto advocated for a more
materialist and revolutionary approach.
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