
communist manifesto main arguments
The Communist Manifesto, penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in 1848, remains a
foundational text in the study of political and economic thought. This seminal work meticulously
outlines the core tenets of communism, dissecting historical development through the lens of class
struggle and predicting a revolutionary upheaval to establish a classless society. Understanding the
communist manifesto main arguments is crucial for grasping the historical impact and enduring
relevance of Marxist ideology. This article delves deep into the manifesto's central claims, exploring
its analysis of capitalism, the role of the proletariat, the concept of historical materialism, and the
proposed path towards a communist future. By examining these key arguments, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of this influential document and its profound impact on global history
and contemporary political discourse.
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The Bourgeoisie and the Proletariat: A Historical
Overview

At the heart of the Communist Manifesto lies its analysis of historical development, which the
authors frame as a perpetual class struggle. Marx and Engels famously state, "The history of all
hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles." This statement sets the stage for their core
argument: that throughout history, societal structures have been defined by the inherent conflict
between oppressive and oppressed classes. In the era of industrial capitalism, these two primary
antagonistic classes are the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.



The bourgeoisie, according to the Manifesto, refers to the owning class – those who possess the
means of production, such as factories, land, and capital. Historically, they emerged from feudalism,
overthrowing the aristocracy and establishing a new economic order. Marx and Engels acknowledge
the revolutionary role the bourgeoisie played in dismantling feudal structures, unleashing
unprecedented productive forces, and globalizing commerce. They credit the bourgeoisie with
transforming the world through industrialization, innovation, and the creation of a truly global
market. This dynamic class, driven by profit, constantly revolutionizes the instruments of production,
expanding its reach and power.

Conversely, the proletariat is the working class, those who possess no means of production and must
sell their labor power to the bourgeoisie to survive. The growth of industrial capitalism, with its
factory system, created this vast, propertyless class. The proletariat is characterized by its
dependence on wage labor and its position at the bottom of the capitalist hierarchy. As capitalism
develops, so too does the proletariat, becoming concentrated in large numbers in factories and
cities. This concentration, while initially leading to suffering and exploitation, also fosters a sense of
shared identity and collective interest among the working class.

The Communist Manifesto Main Arguments: A Deep
Dive

The Communist Manifesto's main arguments are multifaceted, offering a radical critique of
capitalism and a vision for a new societal order. Beyond the fundamental class struggle, the
document elaborates on several key propositions that underscore its revolutionary nature. These
arguments are interconnected, building a comprehensive case for the necessity and inevitability of
communist revolution.

One of the most central arguments is the inherent exploitative nature of the capitalist mode of
production. Marx and Engels contend that the bourgeoisie extracts surplus value from the labor of
the proletariat. This means that workers are paid less than the value they create, with the difference
being appropriated by the capitalist as profit. This exploitation, they argue, is not a mere aberration
but a fundamental mechanism of capitalism that perpetuates inequality and alienates the worker
from the product of their labor, their fellow workers, and their own potential.

Furthermore, the Manifesto posits that capitalism, despite its dynamism, contains the seeds of its
own destruction. The relentless drive for profit leads to overproduction, economic crises, and
increasing polarization between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. As the capitalist class
consolidates wealth and power, the working class grows in size and awareness of its exploited
condition. This internal contradiction, they argue, will ultimately lead to the system's collapse.

The document also emphasizes the international character of the class struggle. The bourgeoisie has
created a global market, and thus, the proletariat, though organized nationally, must also recognize
its international solidarity. The famous closing line, "Working Men of All Countries, Unite!"
encapsulates this crucial aspect. The fight against capitalism is not confined by national borders; it
is a global struggle of the exploited against the exploiters.

Finally, the Manifesto argues for the necessity of a revolutionary transition to communism, led by



the proletariat. This revolution is not merely a change of government but a fundamental
transformation of the economic and social system, abolishing private property and class distinctions.

Historical Materialism: The Driving Force of History

The theoretical bedrock upon which the Communist Manifesto is built is the concept of historical
materialism. This philosophical framework, developed by Marx and Engels, posits that material
conditions – specifically, the mode of production and the resulting economic relations – are the
primary drivers of historical change, rather than ideas, ideologies, or great individuals. The
economic "base" of society, encompassing the forces of production (technology, raw materials) and
the relations of production (class structures, property ownership), determines the social, political,
and intellectual "superstructure" (laws, government, culture, philosophy).

According to historical materialism, the progression of history is marked by transformations in the
mode of production. Each mode, from primitive communism to slavery, feudalism, and finally
capitalism, contains inherent contradictions that, when intensified, lead to its overthrow and
replacement by a new mode. For instance, feudalism, with its lord-peasant relations, was eventually
disrupted by the rise of a new class, the bourgeoisie, and the development of new modes of
production based on trade and early industry. This process is not random but follows a discernible
pattern driven by the development of productive forces and the ensuing class conflicts.

The Communist Manifesto applies this theory to explain the rise of capitalism and predict its
eventual downfall. The bourgeoisie, by developing advanced industrial technology and expanding
global markets, created a mode of production far more productive than feudalism. However,
capitalism also created its own inherent contradictions, most notably the antagonism between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat, and the tendency towards crises of overproduction. These
contradictions, driven by the conflict between the continually advancing forces of production and the
restrictive relations of production, are seen as the engine of historical change that will ultimately
lead to the abolition of capitalism.

The emphasis on material conditions also explains the Manifesto's view on ideology. Marx and
Engels argued that ruling class ideas are, in every epoch, the ideas of the ruling class. This means
that the dominant beliefs, values, and philosophies of a society are shaped by the economic interests
of the dominant class. Therefore, to understand historical change, one must look beyond prevailing
ideas to the underlying material and economic realities.

The Inevitability of Capitalism's Demise

A central and compelling argument within the Communist Manifesto is the assertion of capitalism's
inherent instability and its eventual inevitable demise. Marx and Engels meticulously detail the
internal contradictions and cyclical crises that they believed were intrinsic to the capitalist system.
These factors, they argued, would not only lead to the suffering of the working class but would
ultimately culminate in the system's collapse and replacement by communism.



One of the primary drivers of this predicted downfall is the phenomenon of overproduction.
Capitalism's relentless pursuit of profit compels industrialists to constantly expand production and
improve efficiency. However, this leads to a situation where the market becomes saturated with
goods, resulting in a crisis of overproduction. The capitalists, unable to sell their surplus products,
are forced to cut back on production, lay off workers, and even destroy goods. This cyclical nature of
boom and bust, characterized by periods of growth followed by severe downturns, was seen as a
fundamental flaw in the capitalist mode of production.

Another key argument relates to the increasing concentration of capital. As capitalism matures,
smaller businesses are often absorbed by larger corporations, leading to a concentration of wealth
and power in the hands of a shrinking bourgeoisie. Simultaneously, the proletariat, the class of wage
laborers, grows in size and is increasingly unified by its shared experiences of exploitation and
precariousness. This growing disparity and concentration of economic power, Marx and Engels
argued, would exacerbate social tensions and make revolution more likely.

Furthermore, the Manifesto highlights the alienation experienced by the proletariat within the
capitalist system. Workers are separated from the means of production, from the product of their
labor, from each other, and from their own human potential. This alienation contributes to a sense of
powerlessness and dissatisfaction, fostering a collective consciousness that can eventually lead to
revolutionary action. The very efficiency and productivity gains achieved by capitalism, which should
theoretically benefit society as a whole, are instead channeled into private profit, creating systemic
instability and social injustice.

The global nature of capitalism also plays a role in its predicted demise. As capitalism expands
across the world, it creates a globalized working class, interconnected by international trade and
communication. This internationalization of production also means that crises can spread rapidly
across borders. Moreover, it fosters a sense of international solidarity among the proletariat, as they
face similar conditions of exploitation regardless of their nationality. This shared experience, the
Manifesto argues, is a crucial prerequisite for a successful international revolution.

The Role of the Proletariat in Revolution

Central to the Communist Manifesto's thesis is the assertion that the proletariat, the industrial
working class, is the sole revolutionary class capable of overthrowing capitalism and establishing a
communist society. The authors argue that due to their position within the capitalist system, the
proletariat has a unique interest in its abolition and possesses the collective power to achieve this
transformation. Their numbers, their concentration in industrial centers, and their shared
experience of exploitation make them a potent force for change.

The Manifesto contends that the proletariat is not merely a passive victim of capitalism but an active
agent of historical change. As capitalism develops, it creates the conditions for the proletariat's own
organization and consciousness. Factory work brings large numbers of workers together, fostering
communication and the development of a shared identity. The increasingly precarious nature of their
existence, coupled with the constant threat of unemployment and the experience of alienation, fuels
their resentment and desire for a different social order.



Crucially, the proletariat is presented as the only class that has nothing to lose but its chains. Unlike
the bourgeoisie, which has vested interests in maintaining the existing capitalist system, the
proletariat has no private property to defend. Their liberation, therefore, requires the complete
dismantling of the existing class-based society. This makes them the most radical and consistent
revolutionary force.

The process of revolution, as envisioned by Marx and Engels, would involve the proletariat seizing
political power, initially through the establishment of a "dictatorship of the proletariat." This
transitional phase would be necessary to suppress counter-revolutionary forces and to begin the
process of transforming the economic base of society. During this period, the state, now controlled
by the proletariat, would be used to expropriate the bourgeoisie and centralize the means of
production under collective ownership. This would pave the way for the eventual abolition of class
distinctions and the emergence of a stateless, classless society.

The Manifesto's call to action, "Working Men of All Countries, Unite!", underscores the belief that
the proletariat's revolutionary potential is realized through international solidarity. By recognizing
their shared interests and acting in unison across national boundaries, the proletariat can effectively
challenge the global power of the bourgeoisie and achieve a worldwide communist revolution.

Critique of Other Socialist and Communist Schools of
Thought

While the Communist Manifesto champions its own brand of revolutionary communism, it also
critically analyzes and dismisses various other contemporary socialist and communist movements.
Marx and Engels saw these other schools of thought as either insufficient, reactionary, or utopian,
failing to grasp the true historical dynamics of class struggle and the specific role of the proletariat.

One significant category of critique is directed at "reactionary socialism." This encompasses various
forms of socialism that sought to restore pre-capitalist social orders or that catered to the interests
of declining feudal or aristocratic classes. The Manifesto argues that these movements, while
sometimes appealing to the grievances of the working class, were ultimately retrogressive and
sought to turn the wheels of history backward, rather than forward.

Another target of criticism is "bourgeois socialism." This refers to socialist ideas and movements that
emerged from within the bourgeoisie itself or that sought to reform capitalism rather than abolish it.
Marx and Engels viewed bourgeois socialists as attempting to mitigate the worst effects of
capitalism while preserving its fundamental structure. They believed these reformers were content
with superficial changes and did not address the root causes of exploitation and inequality. Their aim
was to maintain the "healthy" aspects of capitalism and eliminate only its "excesses," which was, in
the eyes of Marx and Engels, a fundamentally flawed and ultimately futile endeavor.

The Manifesto also addresses "critical-utopian socialism and communism." This category includes
early socialist thinkers and movements that envisioned ideal societies and sought to achieve them
through peaceful means, often by setting up model communities. While acknowledging their critique
of existing society and their humanitarian impulses, Marx and Engels argued that these utopian
socialists lacked a scientific understanding of history and the class struggle. They believed that



these movements failed to recognize the revolutionary agency of the proletariat and instead relied
on the goodwill of the ruling classes or the inherent rationality of their proposed systems.
Consequently, their visions were seen as impractical and ultimately incapable of bringing about
genuine social transformation.

The Manifesto's critique of these other schools of thought serves to demarcate its own "scientific"
approach to communism, which it believed was grounded in a materialist understanding of history
and the inevitability of class conflict. By distinguishing itself from these other currents, the
Manifesto sought to establish its own primacy as the authoritative guide for proletarian revolution.

The Ten Points of the Communist Manifesto

While the Communist Manifesto is a broad theoretical document, it also outlines a specific set of
practical measures proposed to be implemented by the victorious proletariat. These ten points,
presented in Section II, "Proletarians and Communists," are intended to serve as the immediate
goals of the revolution and represent the initial steps towards a communist society. It is important to
note that Marx and Engels preface these points by stating that they will naturally vary in different
countries, but they represent the general tendency of the most advanced countries.

Here are the ten points as listed in the Manifesto:

Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all rights of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank with State
capital and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralisation of the means of communication and of transport in the hands of the State.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing into
cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a
common plan.

Equal liability of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries, gradually bringing about the
gradual abolition of the distinction between town and country, by a more equable distribution
of the population over the country.

Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children's factory labour in its
present form. Combination of education with industrial production, &c, &c.



These points reflect the Manifesto's commitment to transforming the economic and social landscape
by centralizing key industries and services under state control, redistributing wealth, and promoting
social equality through education and the abolition of child labor. They are designed to dismantle the
foundations of bourgeois property rights and establish the groundwork for a collective, planned
economy.

The Future Communist Society

The Communist Manifesto does not offer a detailed blueprint for the final communist society, but it
does project its characteristics based on the abolition of class distinctions and private property. The
ultimate goal is a society free from exploitation, alienation, and the coercive power of the state,
which Marx and Engels viewed as an instrument of class oppression.

In a communist society, the fundamental antagonistic class structure would cease to exist. With the
means of production owned collectively, the division between bourgeoisie and proletariat would be
rendered obsolete. This collective ownership, often referred to as common ownership, would mean
that the fruits of labor would be shared by all members of society, according to their needs. The
principle guiding distribution would be "From each according to his ability, to each according to his
need."

The Manifesto suggests that the state, as an apparatus of class rule, would wither away in a fully
communist society. Once the need for class coercion disappears, the specialized political functions of
the state would become unnecessary. Society would transition from a system of government over
people to the administration of things and the management of production for the common good.

Alienation, a key concept in Marx's critique of capitalism, would also be overcome. In a communist
society, individuals would be free from the dehumanizing conditions of wage labor and would be able
to engage in work that is creative, fulfilling, and contributes to the well-being of the community. The
sharp division between mental and manual labor, and between town and country, would be
abolished, leading to a more holistic and integrated human existence.

The revolution and the subsequent transitional period are seen as the necessary steps to dismantle
the old order and create the conditions for this new society. The ultimate aim is a society where "the
free development of each is the condition for the free development of all." It represents a vision of
human emancipation, where individuals are liberated from the constraints of economic necessity and
social inequality.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Communist
Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto, with its core arguments concerning class struggle, historical materialism,
the critique of capitalism, and the call for proletarian revolution, has left an indelible mark on global
history and political thought. The communist manifesto main arguments continue to provoke debate
and analysis, shaping ideologies and movements for over a century. Its powerful critique of



economic inequality and exploitation resonated with millions, inspiring revolutions and the formation
of socialist and communist states around the world.

While the practical implementations of communism in various states have been subject to significant
criticism and historical debate, the fundamental questions raised by Marx and Engels regarding the
nature of capitalism, the distribution of wealth, and the potential for social injustice remain relevant.
The Manifesto's insights into the dynamics of industrial capitalism, the concentration of power, and
the alienation of labor continue to inform discussions about economic systems and societal well-
being in the 21st century. Its enduring legacy lies not only in its historical impact but also in its
capacity to provoke critical thinking about the social and economic structures that shape our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core concept of historical materialism as
presented in the Communist Manifesto?
The Communist Manifesto argues that history is driven by class struggle, which is fundamentally
shaped by the prevailing economic system (the 'means of production' and 'relations of production').
Changes in these economic conditions lead to societal transformations and the rise of new classes.

According to the Manifesto, who are the primary opposing
classes in capitalist society?
The primary opposing classes are the bourgeoisie (the capitalist class who own the means of
production) and the proletariat (the working class who sell their labor power for wages).

What is the Manifesto's view on the role of the bourgeoisie in
history?
The Manifesto acknowledges that the bourgeoisie has played a revolutionary role in history by
overthrowing feudalism and developing unprecedented productive forces. However, it argues that
their pursuit of profit leads to the exploitation of the proletariat and inherent contradictions within
capitalism.

What does the Manifesto mean by 'abolition of private
property'?
The Manifesto advocates for the abolition of bourgeois private property, which refers to the private
ownership of the means of production by capitalists. It does not advocate for the abolition of
personal property like one's possessions.

How does the Manifesto explain the process leading to



communist revolution?
The Manifesto posits that as capitalism develops, the proletariat will grow in size and become
increasingly unified and conscious of its exploitation. This will lead to a socialist revolution where
the proletariat seizes state power and abolishes the bourgeoisie.

What are some of the immediate measures proposed by the
Manifesto after the proletarian revolution?
The Manifesto suggests a series of transitional measures, such as the abolition of inheritance, a
heavy progressive or graduated income tax, centralization of credit and communication, and free
education for all children.

What is the Manifesto's ultimate vision for society?
The ultimate vision is a classless society where the means of production are owned collectively,
exploitation is abolished, and the free development of each is the condition for the free development
of all. This is the stage of communism.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the main arguments of the Communist Manifesto, each starting with

and followed by a short description:

1.

The Class Struggle and Its Driving Force

This book delves into the historical inevitability of class
conflict, exploring how the Communist Manifesto posits that
the history of all hitherto existing society is the history of
class struggles. It examines the inherent antagonism between
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, analyzing the economic
and social conditions that fuel this perpetual conflict. The
author illuminates how these struggles are the primary
engines of historical change and societal evolution, leading
towards a revolutionary transformation.



2.

The Bourgeoisie: Creator and Destroyer

This work dissects the revolutionary role of the bourgeoisie as
described in the Manifesto, acknowledging its historical
achievements in dismantling feudalism and advancing
productive forces. However, it also scrutinizes the Manifesto's
argument that the bourgeoisie simultaneously creates the
conditions for its own downfall by generating a powerful,
exploited proletariat. The book explores the inherent
contradictions within capitalism that lead to economic crises
and social unrest, ultimately sowing the seeds of its own
destruction.

3.

The Rise of the Proletariat: The Revolutionary Class

This book focuses on the Manifesto's identification of the
proletariat as the sole truly revolutionary class, destined to
overthrow capitalism. It explores the characteristics of the
working class, their alienation from their labor, and their
growing collective consciousness born from shared
exploitation. The author examines how the proletariat,
through its sheer numbers and its lack of vested interest in
the existing property relations, becomes the agent of
historical change.

4.

Abolition of Private Property: The Core Tenet



This title examines the fundamental argument presented in
the Communist Manifesto for the abolition of private property,
particularly the private ownership of the means of production.
It distinguishes between personal property and the private
ownership of capital, arguing that the latter is the root of
exploitation and inequality. The book explores the practical
and theoretical implications of this abolition for creating a
classless society and redistributing wealth equitably.

5.

Alienation of Labor: The Capitalist Condition

This work dissects the concept of alienation as central to the
Manifesto's critique of capitalist production. It explains how
workers become estranged from the products of their labor,
from the process of production itself, from their fellow human
beings, and ultimately from their own species-being. The
author explores the psychological and social consequences of
this alienation, highlighting its role in fostering discontent
among the working class.

6.

The Specter of Communism: Fear and Misunderstanding

This book analyzes how the Communist Manifesto presents
communism as a specter haunting Europe, feared and
misunderstood by the ruling classes. It examines the various
accusations leveled against communism by its opponents and
contrasts these with the actual aims and principles outlined by
Marx and Engels. The author sheds light on the propaganda
and demonization tactics used to suppress revolutionary ideas



and maintain the status quo.

7.

Dictatorship of the Proletariat: Transition to Communism

This title explores the Manifesto's concept of the "dictatorship
of the proletariat" as a necessary transitional phase after the
overthrow of capitalism. It clarifies that this is not necessarily
a tyrannical rule but rather the political dominance of the
working class to suppress counter-revolution and reorganize
society. The book discusses the various interpretations and
historical implementations of this concept and its role in
establishing a communist society.

8.

Internationalism of the Working Class: Proletarians of All
Countries Unite!

This work elaborates on the Manifesto's powerful call for
international solidarity among the working class, famously
concluding with "Proletarians of all countries, unite!". It
argues that capitalism, by its very nature, is a global system,
and therefore, the struggle against it must also be
international. The author explores how national divisions are
manufactured and exploited by the bourgeoisie, and how a
united global working class is essential for successful
revolution.

9.

The Withering Away of the State: The Ultimate Goal



This book examines the ultimate vision presented in the
Communist Manifesto: a stateless, classless society where the
state, as an instrument of class oppression, has "withered
away." It discusses how, in a communist society, the
administration of things would replace the government of
persons, and collective self-governance would prevail. The
author explores the theoretical underpinnings of this post-
revolutionary ideal and the conditions necessary for its
realization.
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