communist manifesto main arguments on
abolition of slavery

The Communist Manifesto, a foundational text of Marxist theory, famously
expounds on a radical vision for societal transformation. While often
remembered for its analysis of class struggle and the call for proletarian
revolution, a significant, though perhaps less emphasized, strand of its
argumentation directly addresses the abolition of slavery and its inherent
injustices. This article will delve deeply into the communist manifesto main
arguments on abolition of slavery, examining how Marx and Engels framed the
issue within their broader critique of capitalist society and its historical
antecedents. We will explore how they viewed slavery as a precursor and
parallel system to wage labor, a manifestation of exploitation, and a crucial
historical stage that illuminated the exploitative nature of economic
systems. Understanding these arguments provides critical insight into the
Manifesto's holistic approach to liberation and its consistent opposition to
all forms of human bondage.
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The Communist Manifesto's Stance on Abolition

The Communist Manifesto, penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, presents a
sweeping historical and economic analysis that inherently condemns all forms
of oppression, including slavery. While the document's primary focus is on
the abolition of the bourgeoisie and the establishment of a classless
society, its foundational critique of exploitation extends to the institution
of slavery. The authors viewed slavery not as an isolated moral failing but



as an integral part of historical economic development, characterized by the
violent subjugation and alienation of one human being by another for the
purpose of profit. The text implicitly and explicitly supports the abolition
of slavery by situating it within a larger framework of economic systems that
rely on the extraction of surplus value from labor, regardless of whether
that labor is coerced through chattel slavery or "free" wage labor under
capitalism.

The communist manifesto main arguments on abolition of slavery are rooted in
its core principle: the abolition of private property in the means of
production. In a slave society, the enslaved person is the ultimate private
property. This direct ownership, where human beings are treated as
commodities to be bought, sold, and worked to death, represents the most
brutal and overt form of capitalist exploitation. Marx and Engels did not shy
away from acknowledging the historical significance and inherent barbarity of
such systems. Their vision of a communist society is one where such ownership
of any kind, especially the ownership of people, is unthinkable.

Furthermore, the Manifesto consistently frames historical progress in terms
of the development of productive forces and the accompanying class struggles.
Slavery, as a mode of production, played a role in this historical
trajectory, albeit a morally reprehensible one. By analyzing slavery's role,
the Manifesto aimed to demonstrate that all existing social systems,
including the burgeoning capitalism of their time, contain the seeds of their
own destruction and are built upon exploitative foundations. The ultimate
goal of communism, as articulated in the Manifesto, is to transcend all such
exploitative relationships, thereby encompassing the abolition of slavery and
any system that resembles it.

Slavery as a Precursor to Wage Labor

One of the crucial communist manifesto main arguments on abolition of slavery
lies in its historical materialism, which posits that economic systems evolve
through distinct stages. Marx and Engels viewed chattel slavery as a
significant precursor to the wage labor system that characterized the
industrial capitalism of their era. In their analysis, slavery represented an
earlier, more direct form of exploiting human labor for economic gain. The
enslaved person was the property of the slave owner, and their entire
existence, from their birth to their death, was dictated by the owner's
desire for profit. This direct ownership highlighted the fundamental
exploitation that underpins all class-divided societies.

The Manifesto implicitly argues that while wage labor appears to be a system
of free exchange, it shares a common exploitative core with slavery. In both
systems, the laborer produces more value than they receive in return. The

slave owner appropriates the entire product of the slave's labor, while the
capitalist appropriates the surplus value created by the wage laborer above



and beyond their wages. The key difference, according to Marx and Engels, is
the form of exploitation, not its existence. Slavery is the overt, violent,
and total appropriation of the laborer's person and labor, whereas wage
slavery is a more subtle, legally sanctioned appropriation of labor power.

By drawing these parallels, the communist manifesto main arguments on
abolition of slavery serve to demystify and expose the exploitative nature of
capitalism itself. If one can recognize the inherent injustice in owning
another human being and extracting their labor by force, then by extension,
the appropriation of surplus value from a seemingly "free" laborer can be
similarly scrutinized. This historical framing allows Marx and Engels to
argue that the struggle against slavery is part of a larger, ongoing struggle
against all forms of oppression and exploitation, culminating in the
communist revolution that would abolish all class distinctions and, by
extension, all forms of bondage.

The Economic Exploitation of Slaves

The economic exploitation of slaves was a cornerstone of many pre-capitalist
and even early capitalist economies, and the Communist Manifesto addresses
this implicitly through its critique of surplus value extraction. The
Manifesto posits that in any society where one class owns the means of
production and another class owns only their labor power, exploitation is
inherent. In the case of slavery, the slave owner directly owned not only the
means of production (land, tools, etc.) but also the laborer themselves. This
meant the entire product of the slave's labor, after basic sustenance, was
appropriated by the owner.

The Manifesto's understanding of economic exploitation is central to its
communist manifesto main arguments on abolition of slavery. It highlights
that the slave's labor was not compensated in any meaningful way, with their
basic needs met only to the extent necessary for continued productivity. This
extreme form of exploitation, where human beings were reduced to mere
instruments of labor and capital, served as a stark example of how economic
systems could de-humanize and subjugate individuals for the sake of
accumulation. The raw extraction of labor without any pretense of fair
exchange or freedom is a concept that underpins the Manifesto's entire
critique of capitalism.

Moreover, the economic system of slavery was often justified by the ruling
class as being natural or necessary for societal functioning. Marx and
Engels, however, saw this as a self-serving ideology designed to maintain the
power and wealth of the slave-owning class. By understanding slavery as an
economic system driven by the pursuit of profit through forced labor, the
Manifesto lays the groundwork for a critique of other systems that similarly
prioritize profit over human well-being. The abolition of slavery, therefore,
is not just a moral imperative but a necessary step in dismantling



exploitative economic structures.

Slavery and the Development of Productive
Forces

The Communist Manifesto emphasizes the role of the development of productive
forces — the tools, technology, and labor power that contribute to production
— 1in driving historical change. In this context, Marx and Engels acknowledged
that slavery, despite its brutal nature, did play a historical role in
advancing these forces in certain periods. For instance, slave labor was
instrumental in the development of large-scale agriculture and certain forms
of manufacturing in ancient and colonial societies, contributing to the
accumulation of wealth and the growth of specific industries.

However, this acknowledgment is not an endorsement. Rather, it is part of the
communist manifesto main arguments on abolition of slavery by illustrating
that even oppressive systems can, paradoxically, contribute to historical
progression. The Manifesto's argument is that while slavery might have helped
develop productive forces, it simultaneously created immense social
contradictions and limitations that ultimately hindered further progress. The
inherent inefficiency of coerced labor, the constant need for suppression,
and the lack of innovation among the enslaved ultimately made slavery an
unsustainable and eventually obsolete mode of production.

As capitalism emerged, it offered new methods for organizing labor and
increasing productivity. The Manifesto argues that capitalism, with its
system of wage labor and its drive for technological advancement, largely
superseded slavery as a dominant mode of production. However, this transition
did not eliminate exploitation; it merely changed its form. The historical
trajectory from slavery to wage labor, as presented in the Manifesto,
demonstrates a continuous struggle against exploitation, with each stage
presenting new challenges and opportunities for the oppressed to organize and
fight for liberation. The ultimate goal is to move beyond any system that
relies on the subjugation of one class by another.

The Abolitionist Movement and Bourgeois Society

The Communist Manifesto also indirectly addresses the abolitionist movement
of the 19th century and its relationship with the rising bourgeois class.
While Marx and Engels were staunchly anti-slavery, they were also critical of
the bourgeoisie's often hypocritical stance on the issue. The Manifesto
points out that the very class that championed "freedom" and "liberty" in the
political sphere was often deeply invested in economic systems that mirrored
the exploitative nature of slavery, particularly through the exploitation of



wage laborers.

This aspect is crucial to understanding the communist manifesto main
arguments on abolition of slavery. The authors were not merely advocating for
the abolition of chattel slavery as an isolated event. They were using the
moral and social outcry against slavery to highlight the systemic hypocrisy
of bourgeois society. By demonstrating that the bourgeoisie profited from the
subjugation of the proletariat in a manner analogous to how slave owners
profited from the subjugation of enslaved people, they aimed to expose the
inherent contradictions within capitalism.

The Manifesto suggests that the bourgeois abolitionists, while perhaps
motivated by genuine moral concerns, ultimately sought to reform capitalism
rather than fundamentally dismantle it. Their focus was on eliminating the
"inefficiencies" and "moral blemishes" of slavery, not on eradicating the
underlying principles of exploitation and private property that fueled both
slavery and capitalism. The communist movement, in contrast, sought a
complete societal overhaul, aiming to liberate all humanity from all forms of
oppression, including economic exploitation and the vestiges of historical
bondage.

Communism's Ultimate Goal: Freedom from All
Exploitation

The ultimate aim of communism, as envisioned by Marx and Engels in the
Manifesto, is the complete emancipation of all humanity from all forms of
oppression and exploitation. This overarching goal naturally encompasses the
abolition of slavery in its most absolute sense. The communist manifesto main
arguments on abolition of slavery are thus embedded within this broader
vision of a society free from class divisions, private property, and the
inherent inequalities that these systems create.

A communist society, by definition, would eliminate the very conditions that
allow for slavery or any system that treats human beings as property or mere
instruments of labor. The abolition of private property in the means of
production would mean that no individual or group could own another person.
Furthermore, the elimination of class distinctions would ensure that no
economic system could be built upon the systematic exploitation of one group
by another.

The Manifesto argues that true freedom can only be achieved when the means of
production are owned communally and managed for the benefit of all. In such a
society, labor would not be a source of alienation or oppression but a means
of self-fulfillment and societal contribution. This fundamental
transformation would resolve the historical struggle against bondage that
began with the earliest forms of human servitude, including chattel slavery,



and continued through the exploitation of wage laborers under capitalism. The
abolition of slavery, in this context, is not merely a historical event but a
continuous process that finds its ultimate fulfillment in a communist
society.

Conclusion: The Manifesto's Enduring Message on
Liberation

The Communist Manifesto, through its rigorous historical and economic
analysis, offers profound insights into the abolition of slavery, framing it
not as an isolated moral issue but as an intrinsic consequence of
exploitative economic systems. The communist manifesto main arguments on
abolition of slavery highlight how chattel slavery served as a brutal
precursor to wage labor, demonstrating the fundamental exploitation inherent
in the appropriation of surplus value. Marx and Engels utilized the stark
reality of slavery to expose the often-hidden exploitative dynamics of
capitalism, urging a radical societal transformation rather than mere reform.

The Manifesto's critique extends to the bourgeois abolitionists, exposing the
hypocrisy of a class that championed political freedom while perpetuating
economic subjugation. Ultimately, the communist vision presented is one of
complete liberation from all forms of oppression and exploitation, a goal
that inherently includes the absolute abolition of slavery in any conceivable
form. The enduring message is clear: true freedom and equality can only be
achieved through the dismantling of class-based societies and the
establishment of a system where the means of production serve the collective
good, thereby eradicating the very possibility of human bondage.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did the Communist Manifesto explicitly call for the
abolition of chattel slavery in the same way modern
abolitionist movements did?

The Communist Manifesto's primary focus was on the abolition of the
capitalist system and the exploitation of the proletariat (wage laborers).
While it didn't dedicate extensive sections specifically to chattel slavery,
its core argument about the end of all forms of exploitation and alienation
inherently encompasses the abolition of human bondage. The Manifesto viewed
wage labor under capitalism as a form of 'slavery' itself, which could be
interpreted as a broader condemnation of all unfreedom and exploitation,
including chattel slavery.



How did the Manifesto's analysis of class struggle
relate to the issue of slavery?

The Manifesto's central thesis is that history is driven by class struggle.
In the context of slavery, particularly in societies where it existed, slave
owners represented a ruling class, and enslaved people constituted an
oppressed class. The Manifesto would analyze the abolition of slavery as a
potential outcome of the struggle between these classes, or as a transition
in the mode of production that might lead to new forms of class conflict,
such as the struggle between feudal lords and serfs, or eventually,
bourgeoisie and proletariat.

Did Marx and Engels see the abolition of slavery as
a step towards communism, or as something separate
from their broader revolutionary goals?

The abolition of slavery, like other societal reforms that reduced
exploitation, could be seen as a progressive step by Marx and Engels.
However, they would argue that these reforms, if not accompanied by the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a classless society, were
ultimately insufficient. They believed that true emancipation from all forms
of oppression, including exploitation within the capitalist system, could
only be achieved through a communist revolution.

Does the Manifesto suggest that the bourgeoisie was
responsible for the abolition of slavery, and if so,
how?

The Manifesto does suggest that the bourgeoisie, through its historical
development and the rise of industrial capitalism, played a role in
dismantling older, less efficient forms of labor exploitation, which could
include slavery in some contexts. The shift to wage labor, while criticized
by Marx and Engels as its own form of exploitation, was more conducive to the
expansion of capitalist production and the creation of a larger proletariat,
which was seen as the agent of future revolution. So, the bourgeoisie's
actions could be seen as unintentionally paving the way for a future where
even wage labor would be abolished.

How does the Manifesto's concept of 'alienation'
apply to enslaved people?

The Manifesto's concept of alienation, where workers are separated from the
products of their labor, the process of labor, their own human nature, and
each other, is profoundly applicable to enslaved people. Enslaved individuals
were not only denied the fruits of their labor but were also stripped of
their autonomy, their right to self-determination, and often their families
and cultural identities. Their existence was defined by the complete



alienation of their being to the will and profit of another.

In the context of the Manifesto, what would be the
ultimate 'abolition' of all forms of slavery?

For Marx and Engels, the ultimate abolition of all forms of slavery would be
the establishment of communism. In a communist society, the means of
production are owned collectively, and the exploitation of one class by
another ceases to exist. This would mean the end of not only chattel slavery
and serfdom but also the abolition of wage slavery, where individuals are
compelled to sell their labor power to survive. It envisions a society where
labor is free, creative, and for the common good, rather than a means of
private accumulation and oppression.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the Communist Manifesto's arguments
concerning the abolition of slavery, presented as requested:

1. The Chains of Capital: From Serfdom to Wage Slavery

This book examines the historical transition from feudal forms of unfree
labor to the capitalist system, drawing parallels between the exploitation
inherent in both. It explores how Marx and Engels viewed the industrial
working class as a new form of "wage slavery" under capitalism, echoing the
abolitionist critique of chattel slavery. The text delves into the economic
structures that perpetuate unfreedom, arguing that true liberation requires a
radical dismantling of these systems.

2. Class Struggle and the End of Bondage

This title directly links the core Marxist concept of class struggle to
historical movements that sought to abolish various forms of bondage,
including chattel slavery. It analyzes how oppressed classes have
historically fought against their exploiters, and how this fight, in its most
advanced form, aims for the complete eradication of all forms of exploitation
and social hierarchy. The book highlights instances where the fight for
abolition was intertwined with broader revolutionary aspirations.

3. Proletarian Liberation: A Post-Slavery Dawn

Focusing on the Communist Manifesto's vision of a proletarian revolution,
this book explores how the abolition of wage labor is presented as the
ultimate step towards true human emancipation. It argues that while the
abolition of chattel slavery was a crucial victory, the Manifesto posits that
until the economic system that creates alienated labor is overthrown, a
fundamental form of unfreedom persists. The book traces this argument through
various historical interpretations of Marxist thought.

4. Alienation and the Unfree Laborer
This work delves into Marx's concept of alienation, explaining how it applies
to both the enslaved and the capitalist wage laborer. It argues that the



Manifesto's critique of capitalism stems from its ability to alienate workers
from their labor, their products, themselves, and each other, creating a
systemic unfreedom. The book contrasts this with the more overt unfreedom of
slavery, suggesting that capitalist alienation is a subtler but equally
profound form of subjugation.

5. The Specter of Emancipation: Communism's Anti-Slavery Legacy

This title positions the Communist Manifesto within a broader historical
trajectory of anti-slavery thought and action. It argues that the Manifesto’s
call for the abolition of private property and the establishment of a
classless society can be seen as a radical extension of the abolitionist
movement's core principles. The book examines how communist ideals offered a
comprehensive vision of freedom that transcended the legal abolition of
slavery to address economic and social structures of oppression.

6. Beyond the Plantation: Revolutionary Abolitionism

This book explores how the Communist Manifesto's critique of capitalist
production can be understood as a form of "revolutionary abolitionism" that
seeks to dismantle the very foundations of exploitative economic systems. It
draws parallels between the chattel slave owner’s control over human bodies
and the capitalist’s control over the means of production, arguing that both
represent forms of ownership and domination. The text investigates how
communist theory proposed a societal restructuring to prevent any recurrence
of such oppressive relationships.

7. The Dialectic of Freedom: From Chattel to Wage

This title analyzes the dialectical progression of unfreedom as presented in
Marxist thought, charting the evolution from chattel slavery to wage slavery
under capitalism. It posits that the Manifesto, by identifying the inherent
exploitation within capitalism, offers a critique that implicitly understands
the ongoing struggle for freedom even after the legal end of traditional
slavery. The book explores how the fight for liberation continues through the
overcoming of economic coercion.

8. Unmaking Masters: Communism and the End of Ownership

This work centers on the Communist Manifesto's radical proposition to abolish
private property, viewing this as the ultimate act of unmaking the "master"
class that historically benefited from owning others, whether as slaves or as
wage laborers. It argues that the Manifesto’s critique of ownership is
inherently anti-slavery, aiming to dismantle any system where one class can
dominate and exploit another. The book examines the philosophical
underpinnings of this argument.

9. The Universal Emancipator: Communism's Grand Abolition

This book frames the Communist Manifesto's ultimate goal — the abolition of
all class society — as a "grand abolition" that encompasses the legal
abolition of slavery and extends to the elimination of all forms of economic
and social oppression. It argues that the Manifesto's vision of a society
where "the free development of each is the condition for the free development
of all" represents the most complete and universal form of emancipation
envisioned by radical thinkers. The text explores the comprehensive nature of



this emancipatory project.

Communist Manifesto Main Arguments On Abolition Of
Slavery

Communist Manifesto Main Arguments On Abolition Of Slavery

Related Articles

¢ communist manifesto influence us

e communist manifesto impact on economic systems
e communist manifesto impact on authoritarianism

Back to Home


https://www.chem.study/textbooks-058/communist-manifesto-main-arguments-on-abolition-of-slavery.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-058/communist-manifesto-main-arguments-on-abolition-of-slavery.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-058/communist-manifesto-influence-us.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-058/communist-manifesto-impact-on-economic-systems.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-058/communist-manifesto-impact-on-authoritarianism.pdf
https://www.chem.study

