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Understanding the Communist Manifesto: Main
Arguments for Communism

The Communist Manifesto, a seminal work penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, remains a
potent and often debated text that lays bare the core arguments for communism. This foundational
document meticulously dissects historical progression through the lens of class struggle, positing
that the inherent contradictions within capitalist societies inevitably lead to their downfall and the
rise of a communist system. Understanding its main arguments is crucial for grasping the historical
and philosophical underpinnings of communism, and for analyzing its enduring impact on global
political thought. This article delves deep into the fundamental propositions of the Manifesto,
exploring its analysis of history, the critique of capitalism, and the vision for a communist future, all
while maintaining a focus on the primary arguments presented for the establishment of a classless
society.
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The Inevitable March of History: Materialism and Class
Struggle

At the heart of the Communist Manifesto lies the theory of historical materialism, a concept that
posits economic and social conditions, rather than ideas or politics, as the primary drivers of
historical change. Marx and Engels argued that throughout history, societies have been shaped by
their modes of production and the resulting class structures. Each historical epoch, from ancient



slave societies to feudalism and finally to capitalism, is characterized by a fundamental conflict
between the oppressor and the oppressed classes. The Manifesto famously states, "The history of all
hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles." This assertion is central to understanding
the main arguments for communism, as it frames communism not as an idealistic utopia, but as the
logical, historical culmination of societal development.

The driving force behind this historical progression, according to Marx and Engels, is the inherent
antagonism between the ruling class, which owns the means of production, and the subordinate
class, which provides the labor. In capitalist society, these classes are the bourgeoisie (the capitalist
class) and the proletariat (the working class). The bourgeoisie, through its control of factories, land,
and capital, extracts surplus value from the labor of the proletariat, leading to a constant state of
tension and conflict. This dialectical process of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis, borrowed from
Hegelian philosophy but applied to material conditions, suggests that the contradictions within
capitalism will eventually create the conditions for its overthrow and the establishment of a new
social order.

Critique of Capitalism: Exploitation and Alienation

The Communist Manifesto launches a scathing critique of capitalism, arguing that its very nature is
built upon exploitation and alienation. The bourgeoisie, in its relentless pursuit of profit, constantly
seeks to cheapen labor and maximize the output of the proletariat. This leads to the extraction of
"surplus value," the difference between the value a worker creates and the wages they receive. This
surplus value is the source of capitalist profit and, in the eyes of Marx and Engels, represents the
theft of the worker's labor. The main arguments for communism are deeply rooted in this critique, as
they highlight the inherent injustices of a system that enriches a few at the expense of the many.

Beyond economic exploitation, the Manifesto also addresses the concept of alienation. Under
capitalism, workers are alienated from the products of their labor, from the process of labor itself,
from their fellow human beings, and ultimately, from their own human potential. The repetitive,
often dehumanizing nature of factory work, coupled with the worker's lack of control over the
production process, reduces individuals to mere cogs in a machine. This alienation fosters a sense of
powerlessness and detachment, further fueling the arguments for a system that prioritizes human
well-being over profit maximization. The system is seen as inherently creating social divisions and
fostering a competitive rather than cooperative spirit.

The Bourgeoisie's Transformative Role and its Contradictions

While fiercely critical of capitalism, the Manifesto acknowledges its revolutionary role in history. The
bourgeoisie, through its dynamism and innovation, shattered feudal structures, modernized
production, and created a global market. It revolutionized the means of production, leading to
unprecedented technological advancements and the growth of vast urban centers. However, this
very success sows the seeds of its own destruction. The bourgeoisie creates not only the weapon that



kills it but also the men who will wield that weapon - the increasingly organized and conscious
proletariat.

The inherent contradictions of capitalism, such as periodic crises of overproduction and the
increasing concentration of wealth, are presented as further evidence of its unsustainable nature.
The pursuit of profit drives the bourgeoisie to constantly expand markets and exploit labor, but this
expansion eventually outstrips the capacity of the system to absorb its own products, leading to
economic instability. These internal tensions, combined with the growing awareness and unity of the
working class, pave the way for revolutionary change.

The Proletariat: The Revolutionary Class

The Communist Manifesto identifies the proletariat as the revolutionary class destined to overthrow
capitalism and establish communism. Unlike previous oppressed classes, such as slaves or serfs, the
proletariat is seen as having nothing to lose but its chains. Its very condition of exploitation and
alienation, coupled with its concentration in factories and cities, fosters a sense of collective identity
and the potential for organized action. The main arguments for communism are intrinsically linked
to the perceived historical mission of the proletariat to emancipate itself and, in doing so,
emancipate all of society.

As capitalism develops, the proletariat grows in size and its members become more aware of their
shared interests. The competition among capitalists also forces them to improve their production
methods, which in turn leads to greater exploitation of the proletariat. This escalating cycle of
exploitation and increasing class consciousness is what the Manifesto argues will ultimately lead to a
proletarian revolution. The proletariat, by seizing the means of production, will abolish private
property and usher in a new era of social organization.

The Role of the Proletariat and the Revolution

The Communist Manifesto argues that the transition from capitalism to communism will be
accomplished through a revolution led by the proletariat. This revolution is not merely a political
upheaval but a fundamental transformation of the economic and social structure of society. The
proletariat, by seizing state power and the means of production, will dismantle the capitalist system
and its exploitative mechanisms. The main arguments for communism presented in the Manifesto
emphasize the necessity of this revolutionary act to achieve a truly equitable and just society.

The Manifesto acknowledges that the specifics of the revolution will vary depending on the historical
context and the nature of the existing state. However, it asserts that the ultimate goal is to abolish
the bourgeoisie as a class, thereby eliminating the basis for class antagonism. The proletariat, in its
ascendancy, will establish a "dictatorship of the proletariat," a transitional phase where the working
class will consolidate its power and steer society towards communism. This phase is crucial for



suppressing any attempts by the old ruling class to regain power and for implementing the
necessary social and economic reforms.

The Nature of Proletarian Revolution

The revolutionary process envisioned by Marx and Engels is not a spontaneous uprising but a
conscious and organized effort by the working class. The Communist Party, as the vanguard of the
proletariat, plays a crucial role in educating, organizing, and leading the working class towards
revolution. The Manifesto stresses that communists do not form a separate party opposed to other
working-class parties, but rather represent the interests of the movement as a whole and seek to
push it forward. This emphasis on organization and political strategy is a key component of the main
arguments for communism as a viable political project.

The revolution will involve the expropriation of the means of production from the bourgeoisie and
their transfer to collective ownership. This will dismantle the capitalist system of private property,
which the Manifesto identifies as the root of exploitation and inequality. The revolution is seen as an
act of liberation, freeing not only the proletariat but all of society from the shackles of capitalist
exploitation. The global nature of capitalism also implies that the revolution will eventually have an
international character, uniting workers across national boundaries.

Transitional Measures Towards Communism

Following the success of the revolution, the Manifesto outlines a series of transitional measures that
will be implemented to move society towards a communist state. These measures, often referred to
as the "ten planks" of the Manifesto, are designed to dismantle the remnants of capitalism and lay
the groundwork for a classless society. They include measures such as the abolition of property in
land and the application of all rents of land to public purposes, a heavy progressive or graduated
income tax, and the abolition of all rights of inheritance. These proposals are central to
understanding the practical implications of the main arguments for communism.

Other transitional measures include the centralization of credit in the hands of the state by means of
a national bank with state capital and an exclusive monopoly, the centralization of the means of
communication and of transport in the hands of the state, and the extension of national factories,
instruments of production, reclamation of land, and improvement of the soil generally, in accordance
with a common plan. The abolition of all right of private property and the establishment of a national
education system free for all children, and the abolition of child factory labour in its present form,
are also key elements of this transitional phase.



Key Pillars of Communist Society

The ultimate goal of the communist revolution, as articulated in the Manifesto, is the establishment
of a classless society where private property is abolished and the means of production are owned
collectively. This society, free from exploitation and alienation, is characterized by the principle:
"From each according to his ability, to each according to his need." This fundamental tenet
encapsulates the core of the main arguments for communism, envisioning a society of abundance
and equality.

In a communist society, the state, as an instrument of class oppression, would eventually "wither
away." With the abolition of classes, there would no longer be a need for a coercive apparatus to
maintain the dominance of one class over another. The free development of each individual would
become the condition for the free development of all. This utopian vision of a society where human
potential is fully realized, free from the constraints of economic necessity and social hierarchy, is a
powerful, albeit controversial, aspect of the Communist Manifesto's arguments.

Abolition of Private Property

The abolition of private property in the means of production is arguably the most central and
controversial argument presented in the Communist Manifesto. Marx and Engels did not advocate
for the abolition of personal possessions but rather for the elimination of private ownership of the
factories, land, and capital that allow one class to exploit another. They argued that this form of
private property is the foundation of capitalist exploitation and class division. Therefore, its abolition
is a necessary precondition for establishing a communist society. The main arguments for
communism directly hinge on this critique of private property as an instrument of oppression.

By collectivizing the means of production, the proletariat would ensure that the fruits of labor
benefit society as a whole, rather than enriching a select few. This would lead to the elimination of
economic inequality and the creation of a system where resources are distributed based on need,
fostering cooperation and shared prosperity. The Manifesto argues that the bourgeoisie fears this
abolition because it equates it with the loss of their own privileged position and the ensuing chaos.

The Withering Away of the State

Another significant argument for communism, and a key characteristic of its envisioned end state, is
the eventual "withering away of the state." Marx and Engels saw the state not as a neutral arbiter
but as an instrument of class rule, designed to protect the interests of the dominant class. In a
capitalist society, the state serves the bourgeoisie. However, in a communist society, once the
proletariat has seized power and abolished class distinctions, the need for a state apparatus would
diminish.



As class antagonisms disappear, so too would the necessity for a state to suppress dissent or enforce
the will of one class upon another. The functions currently performed by the state, such as
administration and the maintenance of order, would, in the Marxist view, become matters of public
administration rather than instruments of political power. This concept is crucial for understanding
the ultimate aim of communism as a stateless, classless society.

Debunking Bourgeois Objections to Communism

The Communist Manifesto dedicates a significant portion to addressing and refuting common
criticisms leveled against communism by the bourgeoisie. These objections often revolve around
fears of the abolition of family, national identity, and individual liberty. By systematically dismantling
these arguments, Marx and Engels aim to demonstrate the supposed irrationality of bourgeois fears
and strengthen the main arguments for communism.

The authors contend that the bourgeois family, based on capital and private gain, is already being
undermined by the capitalist system itself and that the true communist family would be based on
genuine affection and equality. Similarly, they argue that national differences and antagonisms
between peoples are diminishing due to the development of the world market, the free and extensive
intercourse between nations, and the mode of production corresponding thereto. Thus, the abolition
of national barriers is presented as a natural consequence of capitalist development.

Objections Regarding Family and Education

One of the most persistent criticisms of communism has been the alleged abolition of the family. The
Manifesto counters this by arguing that the existing bourgeois family is not a natural or eternal
institution but a product of capitalist development, based on economic dependence and exploitation.
The communists, they claim, do not intend to abolish the family altogether, but rather to transform it
by abolishing the bourgeois economic basis of marriage and family life, which they see as reducing
women and children to mere instruments of labor and capital.

Similarly, the critique of communism’s stance on education is addressed. The Manifesto argues that
bourgeois education is not truly free but is a tool for class indoctrination. Communists, on the other
hand, advocate for a system of education that is accessible to all and that fosters critical thinking,
thereby breaking free from the ideological control of the bourgeoisie.

Objections Regarding Nationality and Religion

The Manifesto also tackles the accusation that communists seek to abolish nationality. The authors



argue that while the bourgeoisie laments the impending abolition of national distinctions, they
themselves are the driving force behind globalism and the homogenization of cultures through trade
and industry. Communists, on the contrary, believe that as the exploitation of one individual by
another will also be put an end to, the exploitation of one nation by another will be put an end to
also. They foresee a future where national antagonisms will fade with the advent of a global
proletariat united in its struggle.

The critique of communism's supposed opposition to religion is met with a similar defense. The
Manifesto asserts that the bourgeoisie views religious criticism as a sign of intellectual freedom,
while simultaneously using religion as a tool for social control and solace for the oppressed.
Communists are accused of wanting to abolish religion, but the authors clarify that they aim to
abolish the "superstituousness and the irrationality" that the bourgeoisie exploits, not genuine
spiritual or philosophical inquiry.

The Enduring Legacy and Main Arguments for
Communism

The Communist Manifesto, despite its age and the historical trajectory of many states that adopted
Marxist-Leninist ideologies, continues to resonate and provoke debate. Its enduring legacy lies in its
powerful critique of capitalism’s inherent inequalities and its articulation of a radical alternative.
The main arguments for communism presented by Marx and Engels remain touchstones for
discussions on social justice, economic fairness, and the nature of power. The text compels readers
to consider the systemic drivers of poverty and exploitation, urging a fundamental reimagining of
societal structures.

The core arguments for communism, as laid out in the Manifesto, center on the historical
inevitability of class struggle, the exploitative nature of capitalism, the revolutionary potential of the
proletariat, and the promise of a classless, stateless society free from alienation. While the practical
implementations of these ideas have faced significant challenges and criticisms, the fundamental
questions raised by Marx and Engels about the distribution of wealth, the nature of work, and the
power dynamics within society continue to be relevant in contemporary discourse.

Conclusion: The Core of Communist Advocacy

In essence, the main arguments for communism as presented in the Communist Manifesto are a
coherent, albeit radical, critique of capitalist society and a bold proposition for its revolutionary
transformation. The core tenets revolve around the historical inevitability of class struggle driven by
economic forces, the inherent exploitation and alienation embedded within capitalism, and the belief
that the proletariat is the historical agent capable of overthrowing this system. The Manifesto
advocates for the abolition of private property in the means of production and the establishment of a
communist society characterized by collective ownership, economic equality, and the eventual



dissolution of the state. These arguments, born from a specific historical context, continue to inform
and fuel discussions about social and economic justice worldwide, making the Communist Manifesto
an indispensable text for understanding the historical and philosophical foundations of communism.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core concept of historical materialism in the
Communist Manifesto?

Historical materialism posits that the driving force of history is the development of material
productive forces and the resulting class struggles. Economic conditions, not ideas or great
individuals, are seen as the primary shapers of society and its transformations.

How does the Manifesto describe the relationship between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat?

The Manifesto views the bourgeoisie (the capitalist class) and the proletariat (the working class) as
inherently antagonistic classes locked in a struggle for power and resources. The bourgeoisie owns
the means of production, while the proletariat sells its labor to survive.

What is the Manifesto's primary criticism of capitalism?

The Manifesto criticizes capitalism for its inherent exploitation of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie,
its tendency towards alienation of labor, and its susceptibility to cyclical economic crises. It argues
capitalism creates immense wealth but concentrates it in the hands of a few.

What role does class struggle play in the Marxist theory
presented in the Manifesto?

Class struggle is presented as the engine of historical change. The Manifesto famously states, 'The
history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.' It predicts that the
contradictions within capitalism will inevitably lead to a revolution by the proletariat.

What does the Manifesto mean by 'abolition of private
property'?

The Manifesto clarifies that it means the abolition of bourgeois private property - the property that
the bourgeoisie uses to exploit others' labor, such as factories, land, and capital. It does not advocate
for the abolition of personal property earned through one's own labor.

What is the Manifesto's vision for a communist society?

A communist society, as envisioned in the Manifesto, is one without class distinctions, private
ownership of the means of production, and exploitation. It aims for a collective society where the
free development of each is the condition for the free development of all.



What are some of the immediate measures the Manifesto
suggests for transitioning to communism?

The Manifesto outlines several measures such as the progressive income tax, abolition of
inheritance, centralization of credit and transport in the hands of the state, free education for all
children, and the gradual abolition of the distinction between town and country.

How does the Manifesto characterize the role of the state in a
communist revolution?

Initially, the Manifesto suggests the proletariat must use its political supremacy to wrest all capital
from the bourgeoisie and centralize all instruments of production in the hands of the state,
representing the organized ruling class (the proletariat). Eventually, with the abolition of class
antagonisms, the state is expected to 'wither away'.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the main arguments of the Communist Manifesto for communism,
along with short descriptions:

1.

The Specter of Class Struggle: Foundations of Communist
Thought

This foundational text delves into the historical analysis presented in the Manifesto, emphasizing the
inherent conflict between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. It explores how this class struggle is
viewed as the primary engine of historical change and the inevitable precursor to revolution. The
book examines the economic and social conditions that give rise to this antagonism, setting the stage
for understanding the proposed communist solution.

2.

Abolition of Private Property: Ownership and Exploitation

This work dissects the Manifesto's critique of private property in the means of production, arguing
that it is the source of exploitation and inequality. It explores the concept of communal ownership as
a means to dismantle class divisions and ensure that the fruits of labor benefit society as a whole.
The book examines the historical context and philosophical underpinnings of this radical proposal
for economic reorganization.

3.

The Proletarian Revolution: Overthrowing the Bourgeoisie

Focusing on the Manifesto's call for revolutionary action, this book analyzes the historical
inevitability and necessity of overthrowing the capitalist system. It discusses the strategies and
tactics proposed for the proletariat to seize political power and establish a new social order. The text



also addresses the role of the vanguard party and the organization required for successful
revolutionary change.

4.

Dictatorship of the Proletariat: Transitional Power

This title explores the Manifesto's argument for a transitional phase of proletarian rule, often termed
the "dictatorship of the proletariat." It explains the purpose of this state as a means to suppress
counter-revolutionary forces and consolidate the gains of the revolution. The book examines the
theoretical justifications for this temporary concentration of power in the hands of the working class.

5.

The Withering Away of the State: Communism's Ultimate Goal

This book elaborates on the ultimate vision of communism presented in the Manifesto, where the
state itself becomes obsolete. It discusses how, with the abolition of class distinctions and private
property, the need for a coercive state apparatus would disappear. The text explores the concept of
a stateless, classless society where individuals contribute according to their abilities and receive
according to their needs.

6.

Alienation in Capitalism: The Worker's Condition

Drawing from the Manifesto's analysis of capitalist production, this book examines the concept of
alienation experienced by the proletariat. It details how workers are separated from the products of
their labor, the process of production, their fellow workers, and their own human potential. The book
argues that communism offers a path to overcoming this estrangement and achieving genuine
human fulfillment.

Abolishing the Family: Social Reproduction Under Capitalism

This work delves into the Manifesto's controversial proposition regarding the abolition of the
bourgeois family and the communalization of women. It contextualizes this argument within a
critique of the family as an economic unit serving bourgeois interests and perpetuating class
divisions. The book explores the proposed alternative for social reproduction and child-rearing in a
communist society.

8.

Nationalism as a Bourgeois Tool: International Solidarity

This title analyzes the Manifesto's assertion that nationalist sentiments are often manipulated by the
bourgeoisie to divide the working class. It highlights the call for international solidarity among
proletarians across national borders, emphasizing that their common enemy is the capitalist class.
The book explores the "workers of the world, unite!" slogan as a central tenet of communist
internationalism.



The Communist Program: Measures for Transition

This book focuses on the practical measures outlined in the Communist Manifesto for the transition
to communism. It examines proposals such as the abolition of land rent, a heavy progressive income
tax, and free education for all children. The text discusses how these policies are intended to
dismantle the foundations of capitalist society and pave the way for a communist future.
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