communist manifesto impact on occupy
wall street us

The Communist Manifesto, a foundational text of Marxism, penned by Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels in 1848, continues to resonate across historical and
political landscapes. Its critique of capitalism, its analysis of class
struggle, and its call for revolutionary change have inspired movements and
thinkers for over a century. In the early 21st century, a significant protest
movement emerged in the United States: Occupy Wall Street. This article will
delve into the profound and often debated impact of the Communist Manifesto
on the Occupy Wall Street movement, exploring how its core tenets informed
the protesters' grievances, their organizational strategies, and their
overall critique of the prevailing economic and political system. We will
examine the parallels between Marx's analysis of capitalist contradictions
and the specific issues raised by Occupy, including economic inequality,
corporate power, and the perceived failures of the financial system.
Understanding this influence is crucial for grasping the intellectual
underpinnings of one of the most prominent social movements of recent
American history.
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e Class struggle and the "99% wvs. 1%" narrative.

e Critique of alienation and commodity fetishism in the context of Occupy.
e The role of the state and the bourgeoisie in both analyses.

e Organizational structures and tactics: Echoes of Marxist thought.

e Reception and criticisms of the Manifesto's influence on Occupy.

e Conclusion: The enduring legacy of the Communist Manifesto on anti-
capitalist sentiment in the US.

The Communist Manifesto: A Foundation for
Critique

The Communist Manifesto, a seminal work by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,
published in 1848, laid bare a stark analysis of history, society, and
economics. At its core, the Manifesto argues that history is a continuous
struggle between opposing social classes, most notably the bourgeoisie (the
owning class) and the proletariat (the working class). It posits that
capitalism, while a revolutionary force in its own right, inherently contains
contradictions that will ultimately lead to its downfall. Key concepts such
as the exploitation of labor, the inherent tendency of capital to



concentrate, and the creation of alienation for the worker are central to its
argument. The document's powerful rhetoric and its clear articulation of
class—-based grievances resonated with workers and intellectuals across Europe
and, eventually, the globe.

The Manifesto's analysis extends beyond a simple economic critique; it delves
into the social and psychological impacts of capitalist production. Marx and
Engels described how capitalism alienates individuals from the products of
their labor, from the process of labor itself, from their fellow human
beings, and from their own human potential. This alienation, they argued, is
a direct consequence of the commodification of everything, including human
relationships and the very essence of work. The document famously predicted
that capitalism's insatiable need for markets would lead to its global
expansion, while simultaneously creating the conditions for its own eventual
demise through the radicalization of the working class.

Occupy Wall Street: A 21st-Century Uprising

Occupy Wall Street, which began in September 2011 in Zuccotti Park, New York
City, was a protest movement that captured global attention. Its genesis can
be traced to widespread public anger over the 2008 financial crisis, the
subsequent government bailouts of major financial institutions, and the
persistent economic inequality that characterized the post-recession era. The
movement coalesced around the slogan "We are the 99%," directly highlighting
the vast disparities in wealth and income between the wealthiest one percent
of the population and the remaining ninety-nine percent. Occupy Wall Street
was not a monolithic entity with a single list of demands; rather, it was a
decentralized, leaderless movement characterized by open-source decision-—
making and a broad spectrum of grievances against corporate greed, political
corruption, and systemic injustice.

The protesters' encampments, which sprang up in cities across the United
States and internationally, served as visible manifestations of their
discontent. These spaces became hubs for discussion, debate, and direct
action. While the movement lacked a formal leadership structure, its
participants shared a common critique of the perceived failures of neoliberal
capitalism and the undue influence of corporations on government policy. The
focus was on exposing the systemic nature of economic disparity, arguing that
the financial system was rigged in favor of the wealthy elite at the expense
of the broader population. Occupy Wall Street represented a significant
moment of public disillusionment with established economic and political
Structures.

Direct Parallels: The Communist Manifesto's
Critique and Occupy's Grievances

The striking parallels between the core arguments of the Communist Manifesto
and the grievances articulated by the Occupy Wall Street movement are
undeniable. Marx and Engels' critique of capitalism's inherent tendency to
generate immense wealth for a select few while impoverishing the masses finds
a direct echo in Occupy's central "99% vs. 1%" slogan. The Manifesto's
observation that capitalism requires constant expansion and accumulation,



often at the expense of workers' well-being, resonates with the Occupy
protesters' anger over stagnant wages, rising unemployment, and the
increasing precarity of life for ordinary citizens. The movement's focus on
the power of financial institutions and the perceived impunity of corporate
executives directly aligns with Marx's concept of the bourgeoisie as the
dominant economic and political force.

Furthermore, the Manifesto's analysis of how capitalism alienates individuals
from their labor and from each other found expression in Occupy's critique of
a society driven by consumption and profit. The protesters often spoke of
feeling disconnected from meaningful work, of being exploited by a system
that prioritized shareholder value over human dignity. The commodification of
everyday life, a key concern in the Manifesto, was also a theme for Occupy,
as they pointed to the privatization of public spaces, the rising cost of
education, and the pervasive influence of corporate advertising. This shared
critique of the dehumanizing aspects of capitalism provided a strong
intellectual bridge between the 19th-century text and the 21st-century
movement .

The Unfolding of Class Struggle: "99% vs. 1%"

The concept of class struggle, central to the Communist Manifesto, was
arguably the most potent ideological underpinning of the Occupy Wall Street
movement. Marx and Engels argued that history is propelled by the conflict
between different social classes, each with its own distinct interests and
power dynamics. Occupy Wall Street re—-framed this historical analysis for the
contemporary era, identifying the primary division not simply as capital
versus labor in the traditional industrial sense, but as the vast majority of
the population ("the 99%") against a concentrated elite ("the 1%") who
control a disproportionate share of wealth and political power. This
simplified yet powerful dichotomy resonated deeply with a public feeling
marginalized and disenfranchised.

The Manifesto's description of the bourgeoisie as a class that revolutionizes
the means of production and accumulates capital provided a framework for
understanding the actions of financial institutions and the ultra-wealthy
individuals targeted by Occupy. The protesters saw these entities as actively
rigging the system in their favor, lobbying for deregulation, evading taxes,
and exacerbating economic inequality. The Manifesto's prediction that
capitalism would lead to the concentration of wealth and the immiseration of
the working class was, for many in Occupy, a lived reality. The movement
sought to expose this inherent dynamic, challenging the notion that economic
disparities were simply the natural outcome of a free market, and instead
highlighting them as the product of a system designed to benefit the few at
the expense of the many, a core tenet of Marxist critique.

Alienation and Commodification: The Human Cost of
Capitalism

The Communist Manifesto's profound exploration of alienation and
commodification provided a philosophical lens through which Occupy protesters
viewed their contemporary world. Marx and Engels argued that in a capitalist
system, workers become alienated from the fruits of their labor, as the



products they create are owned by capitalists and sold for profit, bearing
little relation to the worker's own needs or desires. This alienation extends
to the labor process itself, which becomes repetitive, dehumanizing, and
devoid of intrinsic satisfaction. Occupy's participants often expressed
feelings of disillusionment with their jobs, citing low wages, lack of
autonomy, and a sense that their work did not contribute to the common good.

The concept of commodification, the process by which everything, including
human relationships, art, and even basic necessities, becomes treated as a
commodity to be bought and sold, was also a significant theme for Occupy.
Protesters lamented the rising cost of education, healthcare, and housing,
viewing these essential aspects of life as increasingly commodified,
accessible only to those with sufficient financial means. The Manifesto's
critique of "commodity fetishism"—the tendency to attribute intrinsic value
to commodities rather than recognizing the human labor that produced
them—resonated with Occupy's desire to re-evaluate societal values beyond
monetary worth. The movement sought to highlight the human cost of a system
that prioritized profit over people, a sentiment deeply rooted in the Marxist
critique of capitalism's dehumanizing tendencies.

The State and the Bourgeoisie: Guardians of Capital

The Communist Manifesto's analysis of the relationship between the state and
the bourgeoisie provided a critical framework for understanding the political
dimension of Occupy Wall Street's grievances. Marx and Engels famously
asserted that "the executive of the modern state is but a committee for
managing the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie." This idea suggests
that governmental institutions, rather than serving the general populace,
primarily function to protect and advance the interests of the capitalist
class. Occupy protesters frequently voiced concerns about corporate influence
on politics, including lobbying, campaign finance, and the "revolving door"
between government and industry, seeing these as evidence of the state acting
as an instrument of the bourgeoisie.

The movement's frustration with governmental responses to the 2008 financial
crisis, particularly the taxpayer-funded bailouts of large financial
institutions while ordinary citizens faced foreclosure and economic hardship,
was a direct manifestation of this critique. Occupy protesters believed that
the state had failed in its responsibility to protect the public interest and
had instead prioritized the preservation of the capitalist system and the
wealth of its dominant class. This perception fueled their calls for systemic
reform, demanding greater accountability from corporations and a more
equitable distribution of power and resources, echoing the Manifesto's call
for the proletariat to seize control of the state apparatus to dismantle
capitalist dominance.

Organizational Structures and Tactics: Echoes
of Marxist Thought

While Occupy Wall Street intentionally eschewed rigid, hierarchical
structures, its decentralized and participatory approach bore subtle
resemblances to some organizational principles found within Marxist thought,



particularly in the emphasis on collective action and direct democracy. The
"people's mic," where speakers would repeat messages in unison to amplify
them, was a direct response to the need for inclusive communication in a
leaderless movement. This emphasis on broad participation and consensus-—
building, while distinct from the more vanguard-oriented approaches sometimes
associated with historical Marxist movements, reflected a desire to empower
the collective voice of the "99%."

The tactics employed by Occupy, such as encampments, general assemblies, and
direct action, can also be seen as embodying a spirit of resistance against
established power structures, a core theme in the Communist Manifesto. The
act of occupying public space was a direct challenge to the notion that these
spaces were merely commodities or extensions of corporate property. It was a
reclaiming of the public sphere for public discourse and dissent. While the
Manifesto called for a revolutionary overthrow of the state, Occupy's tactics
were primarily focused on raising awareness, fostering solidarity, and
creating alternative spaces for political engagement, demonstrating the
enduring appeal of Marxist-inspired critique in challenging the status quo,
even without a direct call for violent revolution.

Reception and Criticisms of the Manifesto's
Influence on Occupy

The connection between the Communist Manifesto and Occupy Wall Street was a
subject of much debate and interpretation. While many scholars and
participants acknowledged the intellectual resonance between the two, others
were more hesitant to draw direct causal links or embraced the association
with caution. Critics, particularly those on the political right, often
weaponized the perceived influence of Marxism to discredit Occupy, labeling
the movement as inherently socialist or communist and therefore dangerous or
unrealistic. This association aimed to paint Occupy as a radical fringe
element rather than a mainstream expression of public discontent.

Conversely, many on the left saw the influence of Marxist analysis as a
strength, providing a robust and historically grounded framework for
understanding and articulating the systemic issues that Occupy sought to
address. They argued that the Manifesto's critique of capitalism remained
relevant in the 21st century, offering valuable insights into the causes of
economic inequality and corporate power. Some participants in Occupy might
not have read the Communist Manifesto directly but were influenced by a
broader cultural and intellectual climate that had absorbed Marxist ideas
over generations. The debate highlights the complex and often indirect ways
in which historical texts and intellectual traditions can shape contemporary
social movements, with the Communist Manifesto serving as a significant,
albeit sometimes controversial, intellectual touchstone.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the
Communist Manifesto on Anti-Capitalist
Sentiment in the US

The Communist Manifesto, despite being written over 170 years ago, offered a



powerful and enduring lens through which to understand the grievances that
fueled the Occupy Wall Street movement. Its incisive critique of capitalist
contradictions, its analysis of class struggle, and its identification of
alienation and commodification as inherent byproducts of the system resonated
deeply with the concerns of a generation disillusioned by economic inequality
and corporate overreach. The "99% vs. 1%" slogan itself is a clear echo of
the Manifesto's central thesis regarding the division of society into
antagonistic classes. The movement's focus on the undue influence of wealth
in politics and the perceived rigging of the financial system directly
mirrored Marx and Engels' assertion that the state often serves the interests
of the bourgeoisie.

While Occupy Wall Street was a complex and multifaceted movement with diverse
influences, the intellectual framework provided by the Communist Manifesto
undeniably played a significant role in shaping its critique and in providing
a historical lineage for its anti-capitalist sentiment. The movement's calls
for greater economic justice, corporate accountability, and a more equitable
distribution of wealth continue to be relevant topics in contemporary
American discourse. The Communist Manifesto's impact on Occupy Wall Street
serves as a testament to its continued relevance in analyzing the persistent
challenges and inherent tensions within capitalist societies, demonstrating
its lasting legacy on anti-capitalist thought and activism in the United
States.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did Occupy Wall Street directly reference the
Communist Manifesto as a guiding document?

While Occupy Wall Street didn't adopt the Communist Manifesto as its official
manifesto, many participants and observers noted a resonance between the
movement's critique of economic inequality, corporate power, and class
disparity and the core themes found in Marx and Engels' work. This often
manifested in discussions about class struggle and the exploitation of the
'99%"'" by the '1%.'

In what ways did the economic critique of the
Communist Manifesto align with Occupy Wall Street's
grievances?

The Communist Manifesto's critique of capitalism's inherent contradictions,
its tendency to create vast wealth disparities, and its focus on the
exploitation of labor by capital strongly mirrored the grievances expressed
by Occupy Wall Street. Both highlighted issues like the concentration of
wealth, the power of financial institutions, and the perceived alienation of
the working class.

Did the 'We are the 99%' slogan echo communist ideas
about class consciousness?
The slogan 'We are the 99%' can be seen as an embodiment of a form of class

consciousness, a key concept in communist thought. It aimed to unite
individuals across different backgrounds who felt disadvantaged by the



current economic system, drawing a stark contrast with the wealthy elite,
much like communist theory analyzes the proletariat's collective struggle
against the bourgeoisie.

Were there explicit calls for revolution or the
overthrow of capitalism within Occupy Wall Street,
similar to the Communist Manifesto's aims?

Occupy Wall Street was a decentralized movement with a broad range of goals
and ideologies. While some participants may have held revolutionary views,
the movement as a whole did not issue explicit calls for the violent
overthrow of the capitalist system, which is a central tenet of the Communist
Manifesto. Its focus was more on protesting immediate injustices and
advocating for systemic change through direct action and public awareness.

How did the media and critics interpret the perceived
link between Occupy Wall Street and communism?

Critics and some media outlets often framed the perceived similarities
between Occupy Wall Street and communist ideology as a negative association,
attempting to delegitimize the movement by labeling it as socialist or
communist. This was often a tactic to dismiss the underlying economic
critiques rather than engage with them substantively.

Did Occupy Wall Street's decentralized structure and
emphasis on horizontal organization draw inspiration
from any communist organizational principles?

While not a direct adoption, Occupy Wall Street's emphasis on decentralized,
consensus-based decision-making and horizontal organizing can be seen as a
departure from hierarchical capitalist structures. Some might draw parallels
to certain theoretical anarchist or socialist critiques of centralized power
that also influenced Marxist thought, though it's important to note the
differences in specific organizational blueprints.

Beyond economic critique, were there other
philosophical overlaps between the Communist
Manifesto and Occupy Wall Street's ideology?

Beyond economic issues, both the Communist Manifesto and Occupy Wall Street
explored themes of alienation, social injustice, and the concentration of
power in the hands of a few. The Manifesto's critique of commodity fetishism
and the dehumanizing effects of capitalism can be seen as a precursor to
Occupy's critique of consumerism and the erosion of community in pursuit of
profit.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the impact of the Communist Manifesto on
Occupy Wall Street in the US, with descriptions:

1. The Specter at the Feast: Marx's Echoes in Occupy Wall Street



This book explores how core Marxist concepts, particularly those found in the
Communist Manifesto, resonated with the grievances and analyses presented by
the Occupy movement. It examines how ideas of class struggle, critique of
capitalism, and calls for collective action found a modern expression in the
protests against economic inequality and corporate power. The author delves
into whether Occupy represented a direct adoption of Marxist ideology or a
more diffuse influence of its foundational critiques on Western political
thought.

2. From Das Kapital to the Streets: Occupy's Marxist Undercurrents

This title investigates the direct and indirect connections between Marxist
economic theories, most famously articulated in Das Kapital but rooted in the
Manifesto, and the economic critiques leveled by Occupy Wall Street. It
analyzes how the movement's focus on wealth concentration, exploitation of
labor, and the inherent contradictions of capitalism mirrored Marxist
diagnoses. The book discusses how these ideas, even if not explicitly
embraced by all participants, provided a framework for understanding systemic
economic injustices.

3. The Enduring Appeal: Communist Manifesto in 21st Century Protest

This work considers why the ideas articulated in the Communist Manifesto,
written in the mid-19th century, continued to hold relevance for a movement
like Occupy Wall Street in the early 21st century. It assesses how the
Manifesto's critiques of alienation, commodification, and the power of the
bourgeoisie provided potent language and analytical tools for understanding
contemporary social and economic issues. The book argues that the enduring
nature of capitalism's perceived flaws keeps these historical critiques
alive.

4. Red Dawn or Just a Fad?: Marxist Legacies and the Occupy Movement

This book critically examines the extent to which Occupy Wall Street can be
seen as a revival or manifestation of Marxist revolutionary ideals, as
outlined in the Communist Manifesto. It contrasts the historical context of
the Manifesto with the decentralized and often apolitical nature of the
Occupy protests. The author questions whether the movement's aspirations were
truly Marxist in scope or a more general expression of discontent with
prevailing economic structures.

5. The 99% and the Communist Manifesto: A Modern Interpretation

This title offers an interpretation of how the concepts of class division,
articulated in the Communist Manifesto, found renewed expression in the "We
are the 99%" slogan of the Occupy movement. It analyzes how the Manifesto's
identification of a proletariat oppressed by a bourgeoisie was adapted to
describe the vast majority of the population facing economic disparity. The
book explores the rhetoric and analytical frameworks Occupy adopted that echo
Marxist thought.

6. Waves of Discontent: From Marx to Wall Street's Occupants

This work traces a historical lineage of dissent against capitalist systems,
highlighting the foundational role of the Communist Manifesto in shaping
subsequent critiques, including those that informed the Occupy movement. It
examines how later social movements and thinkers built upon or reacted to
Marx's foundational arguments. The book positions Occupy as the latest wave
in a long history of challenges to established economic power.

7. Beyond the Bourgeoisie: Occupy's Anti-Capitalist Roots in the Manifesto
This book delves into the core anti-capitalist tenets of the Communist
Manifesto and their influence on Occupy Wall Street's critique of the
dominant economic system. It explores how the Manifesto's condemnation of



capitalist exploitation and its vision of an alternative society resonated
with Occupy's demands for systemic change. The author analyzes the specific
criticisms of financial institutions and corporate greed that aligned with
Marxist analyses.

8. The Communist Manifesto's Long Shadow: Occupy Wall Street and its
Ideological Kin

This title investigates the intellectual and ideological connections between
the Communist Manifesto and the Occupy Wall Street movement, situating Occupy
within a broader tradition of anti-capitalist thought. It explores how the
Manifesto's ideas about historical materialism and the inherent instability
of capitalism provided a conceptual lens for understanding the 2008 financial
crisis and its aftermath. The book discusses how these ideas filtered into
activist discourse and shaped the movement's critique.

9. Reclaiming the Manifesto: Occupy's Engagement with Marxist Critique

This book examines how the Occupy movement engaged with, and perhaps
reinterpreted, the critical ideas presented in the Communist Manifesto. It
analyzes how activists utilized Marxist terminology and analytical frameworks
to articulate their grievances and propose solutions. The author considers
whether Occupy represented a conscious effort to reclaim or repurpose Marxist
critiques for a new era of economic challenges.
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