
african american cultural critiques

The Rich Tapestry of African American Cultural
Critiques: Examining Societal Norms and Artistic
Expressions

African American cultural critiques offer a vital lens through which to understand the
complexities of American society, history, and artistic output. These critical examinations
delve into the unique experiences, challenges, and triumphs of Black people in America,
dissecting everything from systemic racism and social justice issues to the nuanced
expressions found in literature, music, visual arts, and beyond. By exploring the historical
context and contemporary relevance of African American cultural critiques, we gain a
deeper appreciation for the ongoing dialogue surrounding identity, representation, and
the enduring impact of Black culture on the global stage. This article will navigate through
the multifaceted landscape of these critiques, exploring their historical roots, key themes,
influential figures, and their persistent significance in shaping our understanding of race,
power, and cultural production.
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Cultural Critiques

The origins of African American cultural critiques are deeply intertwined with the history
of Black people in America, dating back to the era of slavery and the subsequent struggle
for civil rights. From the earliest narratives of enslaved individuals, a tradition of critique
emerged, seeking to expose the brutality of the institution and assert the humanity of
those subjected to it. Early abolitionist writings, slave narratives, and oral traditions
served as foundational critiques, challenging prevailing racist ideologies and documenting
the lived realities of Black existence. These early forms of critique laid the groundwork for
more formalized intellectual and artistic movements that would follow.

Early Abolitionist Voices and Slave Narratives
The writings of individuals like Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs were not merely
autobiographical accounts; they were powerful acts of cultural critique. These narratives
systematically dismantled the justifications for slavery, highlighting the moral bankruptcy
of the institution and its dehumanizing effects. They provided firsthand testimony that
directly contradicted the racist portrayals prevalent in mainstream society, establishing a
counter-narrative that centered Black experience and agency. These early critiques were
essential in shaping public opinion and advocating for abolition, demonstrating the power
of storytelling as a tool for social and cultural commentary.

The Harlem Renaissance and the "New Negro"
The Harlem Renaissance marked a pivotal moment in the development of African
American cultural critiques. This era saw an explosion of artistic and intellectual activity,
where Black artists, writers, and thinkers sought to define and celebrate Black identity in
a post-slavery America. Figures like W.E.B. Du Bois, Alain Locke, and Langston Hughes
engaged in critical discussions about race, representation, and the role of art in Black
liberation. Du Bois's concept of "double consciousness," the feeling of looking at oneself
through the eyes of a racist society, became a central tenet of critique, influencing how
Black artists explored their multifaceted identities.

The Civil Rights Movement and Beyond
The Civil Rights Movement further amplified the tradition of African American cultural
critiques, focusing on dismantling segregation and achieving racial equality. Activists,
scholars, and artists used various platforms to critique systemic racism, police brutality,
and economic inequality. The intellectual output of this period, including speeches, essays,
and artistic works, provided incisive analyses of American social structures and their
impact on Black communities. These critiques continued to evolve, addressing new
challenges and advocating for transformative social change.



Key Themes in African American Cultural
Critiques

African American cultural critiques are characterized by a rich array of recurring themes
that reflect the historical and ongoing experiences of Black people in the United States.
These themes often grapple with the legacy of slavery, the persistent realities of racism,
and the continuous pursuit of identity and self-determination. Understanding these central
ideas is crucial for appreciating the depth and breadth of Black cultural discourse.

The Politics of Representation and Authenticity
A significant focus of African American cultural critiques revolves around the politics of
representation. This involves scrutinizing how Black people are portrayed in media,
literature, and popular culture, often challenging stereotypical and dehumanizing
depictions. Critiques analyze the impact of these representations on both Black
communities and broader society, advocating for authentic and multifaceted portrayals
that reflect the complexity of Black life. Questions of authenticity—who gets to tell Black
stories and how—are central to this ongoing discussion.

Identity, Race, and Belonging
The formation and negotiation of Black identity in America are perennial themes. Critiques
explore the psychological and social implications of racialization, examining how race
shapes experiences, perceptions, and belonging. This includes analyses of the Black
diaspora, the impact of colorism within Black communities, and the ways in which Black
individuals forge identities that transcend monolithic understandings. The concept of
Blackness itself is often interrogated and redefined through these critical lenses.

Resistance, Resilience, and Agency
African American cultural critiques consistently highlight the Black capacity for
resistance, resilience, and agency in the face of oppression. These critiques celebrate the
innovative ways Black individuals and communities have historically pushed back against
injustice, asserted their humanity, and created cultural forms that affirm their existence
and aspirations. From spirituals sung in defiance to contemporary movements for social
justice, the theme of agency underscores the proactive spirit within Black culture.

The Intersectionality of Oppressions
More recent and increasingly central to African American cultural critiques is the concept
of intersectionality, which acknowledges that race intersects with other identities, such as
gender, class, sexual orientation, and disability, to create unique experiences of
oppression and privilege. Critiques that embrace intersectionality offer a more nuanced
understanding of the diverse challenges faced by different segments of the Black



population, moving beyond singular analyses of race alone.

Literature and Literary Critiques

African American literature has long served as a powerful vehicle for cultural critique,
offering profound insights into the Black experience in America. From the earliest forms of
Black writing to contemporary literary movements, authors have used their craft to
document history, challenge societal norms, and explore the complexities of identity.
Literary critiques of these works play a vital role in interpreting their meanings, historical
significance, and enduring impact.

The Slave Narrative Tradition as Critique
As previously mentioned, the slave narrative tradition is a cornerstone of African American
literary critique. These personal accounts, such as those by Olaudah Equiano and
Frederick Douglass, were not merely autobiographies but potent indictments of slavery.
They provided detailed evidence of the horrors of bondage and asserted the intellectual
and moral capabilities of enslaved Africans, directly confronting racist propaganda. The
literary conventions employed in these narratives—their structure, rhetoric, and appeals
to morality—formed an early and effective mode of cultural critique.

The Novel and the Exploration of Black Life
The African American novel has been a crucial genre for exploring the nuances of Black
life and critiquing societal structures. Authors like Zora Neale Hurston, Richard Wright,
and Toni Morrison have used the novel form to delve into themes of race, class, gender,
and the psychological effects of racism. Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God offers a
critique of societal limitations placed on Black women, while Wright's Native Son provides
a searing indictment of the systemic forces that contribute to social pathology. Morrison’s
works, such as Beloved, masterfully employ literary techniques to critique the lingering
trauma of slavery and its impact on generations.

Poetry and the Voice of Resistance
African American poetry has consistently provided a powerful voice for resistance and
cultural commentary. Poets like Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, Gwendolyn Brooks, and
Maya Angelou have used verse to express the joys, sorrows, and struggles of Black
existence. Their poems often serve as direct critiques of racial injustice, celebrating Black
culture and identity while simultaneously challenging oppressive systems. The lyrical
qualities and rhetorical power of their poetry make it an enduring form of cultural
critique.



Contemporary Literary Critiques
Modern African American literary critiques continue to engage with established themes
while also addressing new challenges and perspectives. Writers today are exploring
themes of colorism, the impact of mass incarceration, the complexities of Black LGBTQ+
identities, and the ongoing legacy of colonialism. Literary critics analyze these
contemporary works, often drawing upon theoretical frameworks from postcolonialism,
critical race theory, and gender studies to illuminate their cultural significance and critical
messages.

Music and Sonic Critiques

Music has always been a vibrant and essential element of African American culture,
serving not only as a source of entertainment and spiritual expression but also as a potent
platform for cultural critique. From the spirituals sung by enslaved people to the
revolutionary sounds of hip-hop, Black music has consistently provided commentary on
social conditions, challenged the status quo, and affirmed Black identity.

Spirituals and Blues as Early Critiques
The spirituals and blues music that emerged from the experiences of slavery and its
aftermath are foundational examples of African American sonic critique. Spirituals, often
imbued with coded messages of hope and resistance, expressed the deep spiritual
yearnings and resilience of enslaved individuals. The blues, with its themes of hardship,
loss, and enduring love, offered a cathartic release and a commentary on the realities of
daily life for Black Americans, implicitly critiquing the systems that created such
difficulties.

Jazz and the Art of Improvisation as Cultural Statement
Jazz music, born out of the Black experience in America, has been interpreted as a
significant form of cultural critique. The improvisational nature of jazz can be seen as a
metaphor for Black resilience and creativity in the face of constraint. The music’s complex
rhythms, harmonies, and improvisational solos can be understood as a rejection of rigid,
imposed structures and an assertion of Black artistic innovation. Artists like Duke
Ellington and Miles Davis used jazz to express a sophisticated cultural identity and often
subtly critique social injustices.

Soul, Funk, and the Soundtrack of the Civil Rights Era
The soul and funk music of the 1960s and 1970s provided a powerful soundtrack to the
Civil Rights Movement and beyond. Artists like James Brown, Aretha Franklin, and Marvin
Gaye infused their music with explicit calls for social change, Black pride, and economic
justice. Brown’s “Say It Loud – I’m Black and I’m Proud” is a seminal example of music as
direct cultural critique, while Gaye’s What's Going On offered a sophisticated critique of



war, poverty, and environmental degradation, demonstrating the genre's capacity for
broad social commentary.

Hip-Hop and Contemporary Sonic Critiques
Hip-hop culture, emerging in the late 20th century, has become one of the most significant
arenas for contemporary African American cultural critique. Through its lyrical content,
sampling techniques, and visual elements, hip-hop artists address issues of systemic
racism, police brutality, economic inequality, and gentrification. Critiques of hip-hop often
focus on its role in giving voice to marginalized communities, its impact on popular
culture, and its potential as a tool for social and political activism. Artists like Public
Enemy, Kendrick Lamar, and Beyoncé have produced works that are both critically
acclaimed and deeply engaged with social issues, continuing the tradition of music as
cultural critique.

Visual Arts and Critiques of Representation

The visual arts have provided a crucial space for African American artists to challenge
dominant narratives, assert their presence, and critique societal perceptions of Blackness.
Through painting, sculpture, photography, and other visual mediums, artists have
explored themes of identity, history, and the enduring impact of racism, offering powerful
visual critiques of American society.

Early Depictions and the Struggle for Dignity
In the early periods of American art history, Black subjects were often rendered through
the lens of racist stereotypes or as exotic curiosities. African American artists, from the
19th century onwards, sought to counter these limited and dehumanizing representations
by creating works that celebrated Black beauty, strength, and humanity. Artists like Henry
Ossawa Tanner, though working within European academic traditions, offered dignified
and poignant depictions of Black life, implicitly critiquing the prevailing racist aesthetic.

The Harlem Renaissance and Visual Expression
The Harlem Renaissance was also a fertile ground for visual artists. Painters like Aaron
Douglas, Jacob Lawrence, and Augusta Savage created works that celebrated African
American history, culture, and aspirations. Douglas's murals, with their distinctive style,
depicted Black narratives of progress and empowerment, serving as a visual critique of
the marginalization of Black history. Lawrence’s The Migration Series is a powerful visual
narrative that critiques the social and economic conditions that drove African Americans
from the rural South to the urban North.



Challenging Stereotypes in Modern and Contemporary
Art
Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, African American artists have continued to
confront and deconstruct racial stereotypes in their work. Artists like Romare Bearden,
Faith Ringgold, Kara Walker, and Kehinde Wiley are renowned for their critical
engagement with art history and their innovative approaches to representing Black
identity. Bearden’s collages recontextualized Black figures within historical and
mythological frameworks, challenging their traditional portrayals. Ringgold’s quilts, such
as Who's Afraid of Aunt Jemima?, offer feminist and critical reinterpretations of Black
female archetypes. Walker’s silhouette works often use historical narratives to expose the
brutal realities of slavery and its lingering legacies. Wiley’s grand portraits of
contemporary Black individuals, presented in the style of Old Masters, offer a powerful
critique of traditional Western art’s exclusion of Black subjects and a reclamation of Black
agency and visibility.

Photography as a Tool for Social Critique
Photography has played a significant role in documenting and critiquing the Black
experience. Gordon Parks, through his powerful photojournalism, captured the realities of
poverty, discrimination, and the resilience of Black communities, effectively serving as a
visual critique of social injustice. Contemporary photographers continue this tradition,
using the medium to challenge perceptions and advocate for social change.

Film and Media Critiques

Film and media have emerged as profoundly influential mediums for both the
dissemination and critique of African American culture. The ways in which Black people
are represented on screen, the stories that are told, and the voices that are amplified or
silenced all fall under the purview of African American cultural critiques within the
cinematic and media landscape.

Early Hollywood Portrayals and the Rise of Black
Cinema
Early Hollywood films often perpetuated harmful racial stereotypes of Black characters,
portraying them as subservient, comical, or dangerous. This lack of authentic
representation led to the development of “race films” produced by and for Black
audiences, which offered more nuanced and dignified portrayals. Critiques of early
Hollywood focused on the damaging impact of these stereotypes and the need for Black
voices to control their own narratives. Figures like Oscar Micheaux, an independent
filmmaker, created films that directly challenged the racist portrayals prevalent in
mainstream cinema.



The Blaxploitation Era and its Critiques
The Blaxploitation films of the 1970s, while often criticized for their reliance on violence
and exploitation, also offered a complex critique of societal conditions and provided
opportunities for Black actors and filmmakers. These films, which featured Black
protagonists in urban settings, tapped into a desire for Black empowerment and agency,
albeit through a controversial lens. Critiques of Blaxploitation often grapple with whether
these films ultimately reinforced or challenged negative stereotypes, highlighting the
complex nature of representation in media.

The Spike Lee Revolution and Beyond
Filmmaker Spike Lee has been instrumental in ushering in a new era of African American
cinema, characterized by its bold and incisive cultural critiques. Films like Do the Right
Thing, Malcolm X, and Get Out (directed by Jordan Peele, continuing this tradition) offer
sharp examinations of race relations, systemic racism, and the Black experience in
America. Lee’s work is often lauded for its stylistic innovation and its willingness to tackle
controversial subjects head-on, pushing the boundaries of cinematic critique. Critiques of
these films analyze their narrative strategies, their engagement with historical context,
and their impact on public discourse.

Critiquing Media Representation and Social Justice
Contemporary African American cultural critiques of film and media often focus on issues
of diversity, inclusion, and the perpetuation of systemic biases. Critics analyze how Black
characters are developed, the extent to which Black narratives are represented
authentically, and the impact of media portrayals on public perception. The rise of
streaming services and independent media has opened new avenues for Black creators,
but critiques continue to highlight the need for greater equity and representation across
the media landscape.

Social Justice and Political Critiques

African American cultural critiques are inextricably linked to the ongoing struggle for
social justice and political equality. These critiques serve as powerful tools for analyzing
the historical and present-day manifestations of racism, advocating for systemic change,
and envisioning a more equitable future. The intellectual and activism traditions within the
Black community have consistently engaged with these critical examinations.

Critiques of Systemic Racism and Inequality
A core element of African American cultural critiques is the rigorous analysis of systemic
racism. This involves dissecting how racial bias is embedded within institutions such as
the legal system, education, housing, and employment. Critiques highlight the enduring
legacy of slavery and Jim Crow laws, demonstrating how these historical injustices



continue to shape contemporary inequalities. Concepts like institutional racism, racial
profiling, and the school-to-prison pipeline are central to these analyses.

The Black Power Movement and Self-Determination
The Black Power movement of the 1960s and 1970s represented a significant shift in
African American cultural and political critique. It advocated for Black self-determination,
racial pride, and the creation of institutions that would serve Black communities. Critiques
from this era challenged the integrationist strategies of earlier movements, emphasizing
the need for Black people to control their own political, economic, and cultural destinies.
Figures like Malcolm X and Stokely Carmichael were influential in articulating these
critical perspectives.

Feminist Critiques and the Experiences of Black Women
African American feminist critiques, often associated with the Combahee River Collective
and scholars like bell hooks and Patricia Hill Collins, have been crucial in highlighting the
intersecting oppressions faced by Black women. These critiques analyze how racism,
sexism, and classism combine to create unique challenges, arguing that liberation for
Black women is essential for the liberation of all. They critique patriarchal structures
within both mainstream society and, at times, within Black communities, advocating for a
more inclusive and equitable vision of Black liberation.

Contemporary Social Movements and Cultural
Commentary
Contemporary African American cultural critiques are deeply engaged with current social
justice movements, such as Black Lives Matter. These movements utilize cultural
platforms to critique police brutality, racial injustice, and the ongoing struggle for civil
rights. Thinkers, artists, and activists employ cultural analysis to understand the roots of
these issues and to articulate demands for systemic change. The critiques generated by
these movements influence public discourse, shape policy debates, and inspire ongoing
activism.

Contemporary African American Cultural
Critiques

In the contemporary landscape, African American cultural critiques continue to evolve,
addressing new challenges and leveraging new platforms to engage with society. The
digital age, increased global interconnectedness, and ongoing dialogues about race and
identity have fueled a dynamic and multifaceted approach to cultural analysis within the
Black diaspora.



Digital Culture and Online Activism
The internet and social media have provided unprecedented opportunities for African
American cultural critiques. Online platforms allow for rapid dissemination of ideas,
mobilization of activism, and the creation of digital communities that foster dialogue and
critical engagement. Hashtags like BlackLivesMatter have become powerful tools for
articulating critiques of systemic injustice and for organizing collective action. Critiques of
digital culture also explore issues of online representation, cyber-racism, and the
amplification of marginalized voices.

Critiques of Globalization and the Black Diaspora
Contemporary critiques often examine the experiences of people of African descent across
the global diaspora. This includes analyzing the impact of colonialism, neocolonialism, and
globalization on Black communities in Africa, the Caribbean, Europe, and beyond. These
critiques explore shared histories of oppression, cultural exchanges, and the diverse ways
Black identities are formed and expressed in different geographical and political contexts.

The Intersection of Art, Technology, and Social
Commentary
A new generation of African American artists and cultural producers are using innovative
approaches that blend art, technology, and social commentary. This can include
augmented reality experiences that critique urban development, digital art projects that
explore historical memory, and interactive media that challenge perceptions of race.
These contemporary forms of critique demonstrate the adaptability and enduring
relevance of Black cultural expression in a rapidly changing world.

Academic and Intellectual Trends
Within academia, African American cultural critiques are informed by interdisciplinary
approaches, drawing from fields such as critical race theory, ethnic studies, gender
studies, and digital humanities. Scholars continue to produce groundbreaking work that
analyzes the complexities of Black culture, advocates for social justice, and expands our
understanding of race, power, and representation in the 21st century.

The Enduring Significance of African American
Cultural Critiques

African American cultural critiques are not merely academic exercises or historical
records; they are living, breathing dialogues that continue to shape discourse, inspire
action, and foster a deeper understanding of the human experience. Their significance lies
in their persistent ability to challenge dominant narratives, illuminate the complexities of



race and identity, and advocate for a more just and equitable society. By engaging with
these critiques, we gain invaluable insights into the resilience, creativity, and intellectual
vibrancy of African American communities and their profound impact on the broader
cultural and social fabric of America and the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common critiques of mainstream
media's representation of Black joy?
A prevalent critique is the media's tendency to focus on Black struggle, trauma, and
marginalization, often overshadowing or entirely omitting the experiences of Black joy,
resilience, and everyday happiness. This can lead to a monolithic and deficit-based
portrayal of Black life, hindering a full and nuanced understanding of the Black
community.

How are contemporary African American literary works
challenging traditional Western narrative structures?
Many contemporary African American authors are utilizing and reinterpreting Black oral
traditions, folklore, and historical experiences to create narratives that defy linear,
chronological Western structures. This includes employing non-traditional temporal
arrangements, blending genres, and incorporating elements of magical realism or
surrealism to express unique Black epistemologies and worldviews.

What are some of the critiques surrounding the
'respectability politics' often associated with Black
cultural movements?
Critiques of respectability politics highlight how it can pressure Black individuals and
communities to conform to dominant societal norms and behaviors in an effort to gain
acceptance or avoid discrimination. This can stifle authentic self-expression, reinforce
internalized biases, and inadvertently validate the very systems of oppression that Black
liberation movements aim to dismantle.

How does the concept of 'cultural appropriation'
specifically apply to critiques within African American
culture?
Within African American culture, critiques of cultural appropriation often focus on the
commodification and decontextualization of Black artistic expressions, styles, and
traditions by dominant groups without proper attribution, compensation, or understanding
of their origins and significance. This can lead to the erasure of Black creators and the
trivialization of historically meaningful cultural practices.



What are emerging critiques regarding the influence of
social media on Black identity and cultural expression?
Emerging critiques address the potential for social media to create performative activism,
foster echo chambers that limit diverse Black perspectives, and contribute to the
commodification of Black pain and trauma for engagement. There are also concerns about
the pressures of online validation and the digital surveillance of Black communities.

How do critiques of colorism within the African
American community intersect with broader discussions
of race and beauty standards?
Critiques of colorism within the African American community highlight how internalized
racism has led to preferential treatment and higher beauty standards for lighter-skinned
individuals, often at the expense of darker-skinned Black people. This intersects with
broader discussions of race by exposing how systemic racism perpetuates hierarchical
beauty ideals, influencing social interactions, self-esteem, and opportunities.

What are some critiques of how 'Black excellence' is
often narrowly defined and performed in public
discourse?
A significant critique is that 'Black excellence' is sometimes reduced to individual
achievements that conform to white-centric definitions of success, often in professional or
academic fields. This can overlook the excellence found in community building, artistic
innovation, resistance, and the preservation of Black culture, inadvertently creating a
competitive and exclusionary framework.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to African American cultural critiques, with descriptions:

1.

The Souls of Black Folk
This seminal work by W.E.B. Du Bois explores the multifaceted experience of Black
Americans in the early 20th century, particularly the concept of "double consciousness."
Du Bois delves into the psychological and social ramifications of racism and the struggle
for identity in a nation built on racial hierarchy. The book is a profound examination of the
Black experience, race relations, and the quest for freedom and equality.

2.



Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness,
and the Politics of Empowerment
Patricia Hill Collins' groundbreaking text establishes the theoretical framework for Black
feminist thought. She analyzes the ways in which Black women's experiences of
intersecting oppressions – race, class, and gender – have shaped their unique knowledge
and perspectives. The book champions the intellectual contributions of Black women and
advocates for their empowerment through critical consciousness.

3.

Racecraft: The Soul of an American Institution
Karen E. Fields and Barbara J. Fields argue that race is not a biological reality but rather a
socially constructed belief system – "racecraft" – designed to maintain power structures.
They trace the historical development and enduring influence of this concept within
American society, demonstrating how it operates as a foundational institution. The book
challenges conventional understandings of race and its pervasive impact.

4.

Invisible Man
Ralph Ellison's masterpiece is a powerful novel that explores the experiences of an
unnamed Black narrator in mid-20th century America. Through his journey, the book
critiques the societal invisibility and dehumanization of Black individuals, as well as their
internal struggles with identity and belonging. The narrative offers a profound
commentary on racism, alienation, and the search for self-definition.

5.

The Signifying Monkey: Towards a Theory of Afro-
American Literary Criticism
Henry Louis Gates Jr. introduces the concept of "signifyin(g)" as a crucial element of
African American vernacular and literary tradition. He analyzes how Black artists have
used wordplay, irony, and parody to subvert dominant cultural narratives and forge their
own expressive forms. This work is essential for understanding the unique rhetorical
strategies and intellectual heritage within Black literature.

6.

The Fire Next Time
James Baldwin's collection of essays is a searing indictment of American racism and a call
for radical social change. He confronts the hypocrisy of white supremacy and the
devastating impact of racial injustice on both Black and white Americans. The book is a
deeply personal and urgent plea for racial reconciliation and the dismantling of oppressive
systems.

7.



From No Return: A Black Woman's Story of
Disobedience and Deliverance
This memoir by Maya Angelou offers a poignant and unflinching account of her early life,
including traumatic experiences and her journey towards self-discovery and resilience. It
highlights the cultural and societal forces that shaped her identity as a Black woman in
America. The book is a testament to the strength of the human spirit and the power of
voice in overcoming adversity.

8.

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness
Michelle Alexander argues that the War on Drugs has created a new racial caste system in
the United States, one that disproportionately targets and criminalizes Black communities.
She meticulously details how the legal system, despite its claims of colorblindness,
perpetuates racial inequality and social control. This book is a critical examination of the
criminal justice system and its impact on Black lives.

9.

White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to
Talk About Racism
Robin DiAngelo explores the defensive reactions white people often exhibit when
confronted with information about racial inequality and injustice. She defines "white
fragility" as a state of discomfort and anger triggered by challenges to whiteness. The
book aims to help white individuals understand and manage these reactions to engage
more constructively in conversations about race.
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