AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES

THE QUESTION OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CITIZEN, AND WHO RIGHTFULLY BELONGS WITHIN THE FOLDS OF A NATION, HAS BEEN
A RECURRING AND OFTEN CONTENTIOUS THEME THROUGHOUT HISTORY. IN THE UNITED STATES, THE JOURNEY OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS TOWARD FULL CITIZENSHIP HAS BEEN A PARTICULARLY ARDUOUS AND COMPLEX ONE, MARKED BY PERSISTENT
STRUGGLES AGAINST SYSTEMIC DISCRIMINATION AND EVOLVING LEGAL INTERPRETATIONS. THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP
DEBATES ARE NOT MERELY HISTORICAL FOOTNOTES, THEY REPRESENT A FUNDAMENTAL GRAPPLING WITH THE VERY ESSENCE OF
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AND ITS PROMISES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES DEEP INTO THE MULTIFACETED AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP
DEBATES, TRACING THEIR ORIGINS FROM THE FOUNDING OF THE NATION THROUGH PIVOTAL HISTORICAL MOMENTS LIKE THE CiviL
W/ AR AND RECONSTRUCTION/ UP TO CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES. WE WILL EXPLORE THE LEGAL BATTLES, SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS, AND PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE UNDERSTANDING AND REALIZATION OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP, EXAMINING THE ONGOING QUEST FOR EQUALITY AND THE ENDURING IMPACT OF THESE DEBATES ON THE
AMERICAN SOCIAL FABRIC. UNDERSTANDING THESE HISTORICAL AND ONGOING AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES IS
CRUCIAL FOR COMPREHENDING THE NATION'S PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.
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THe FOUNDATION OF ExcLUSION: EARLY AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP AND AFRICAN
AMERICANS

FROM THE VERY INCEPTION OF THE UNITED STATES, THE CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP \WAS NARROWLY DEFINED, LARGELY EXCLUDING
THOSE DEEMED OUTSIDE THE DOMINANT SOCIAL AND RACIAL ORDER. W/HILE THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE PROCLAIMED
THAT “ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUALIH THIS REVOLUTIONARY SENTIMENT DID NOT EXTEND TO ENSLAVED AFRICANS OR THEIR
DESCENDANTS. EARLY COLONIAL LAWS AND PRACTICES ESTABLISHED A RACIAL HIERARCHY THAT SYSTEMATICALLY DENIED
BLACK PEOPLE BASIC RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS AFFORDED TO WHITE COLONISTS. THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY ITSELF WAS
ANTITHETICAL TO THE VERY NOTION OF CITIZENSHIP, REDUCING INDIVIDUALS TO PROPERTY RATHER THAN RECOGNIZING THEM AS
RIGHTS-BEARING MEMBERS OF THE POLITY. THIS FOUNDATIONAL EXCLUSION LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR CENTURIES OF
STRUGGLE OVER THE MEANING AND APPLICATION OF CITIZENSHIP FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS.

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF THE EARLY REPUBLIC WAS DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY. PROPERTY
RIGHTS OFTEN SUPERSEDED HUMAN RIGHTS, AND INDIVIDUALS OF AFRICAN DESCENT WERE GENERALLY CONSIDERED CHATTEL. EVEN
FREE BLACK INDIVIDUALS FACED SIGNIFICANT RESTRICTIONS ON THEIR MOBILITY, ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, AND POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION. THEIR STATUS WAS PRECARIOUS, CONSTANTLY THREATENED BY LAWS THAT COULD RE"ENSLAVE THEM OR
LIMIT THEIR FREEDOM. THE PREVAILING LEGAL AND SOCIAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIME VIEWED BLACK PEOPLE AS PERPETUAL
OUTSIDERS, FUNDAMENTALLY INCAPABLE OF THE CIVIC VIRTUE AND RESPONSIBILITY DEEMED ESSENTIAL FOR TRUE CITIZENSHIP.
THIS CREATED A DEEPLY INGRAINED PARADOX AT THE HEART OF THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT: A NATION FOUNDED ON PRINCIPLES



OF LIBERTY WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY PERPETUATING THE BONDAGE AND DENIGRATION OF A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF ITS
POPULATION.

THe LANDMARK RULING: DReD ScoTT AND THE DENIAL oF CITIZENSHIP

THe SupreMe COURT'S INFAMOUS 1857 DECISION IN DRED SCOTT V. SANDFORD STANDS AS A PIVOTAL AND DEVASTATING
MOMENT IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES. THIS RULING, DELIVERED BY CHIEF JUSTICE ROGER B. TANEY,
UNEQUIVOCALLY DECLARED THAT INDIVIDUALS OF AFRICAN DESCENT, WHETHER ENSLAVED OR FREE, COULD NOT BE CITIZENS OF
THE UNITED STATES. TANEY ARGUED THAT AT THE TIME OF THE NATION'S FOUNDING, BLACK PEOPLE WERE “CONSIDERED A
SUBORDINATE AND INFERIOR CLASS OF BEINGS” AND HAD “FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY BEFORE BEEN REGARDED AS BEINGS OF AN
INFERIOR ORDER, AND ALTOGETHER UNFIT TO ASSOCIATE WITH THE WHITE RACE, EITHER IN SOCIAL OR POLITICAL RELATIONS;
AND SO FAR INFERIOR, THAT THEY HAD NO RIGHTS WHICH THE WHITE MAN WAS BOUND TO RESPECT.”

THE DRED SCOTT DECISION HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS, NOT ONLY DENYING CITIZENSHIP TO AFRICAN AMERICANS BUT ALSO
UNDERMINING THE AUTHORITY OF CONGRESS TO PROHIBIT SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. |T EFFECTIVELY CEMENTED THE LEGAL
STATUS OF BLACK PEOPLE AS PROPERTY RATHER THAN PERSONS, FURTHER ENTRENCHING THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY AND
EXACERBATING SECTIONAL TENSIONS. THE RULING WAS A SEVERE BLOW TO ABOLITIONIST EFFORTS AND FUELED THE GROWING
DIVIDE BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH. THE VERY FABRIC OF AMERICAN LAW WAS TWISTED TO JUSTIFY AND PERPETUATE
RACIAL SUBJUGATION, MAKING THE SUBSEQUENT FIGHT FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP ALL THE MORE URGENT AND
ESSENTIAL.

RECONSTRUCTION AND THE PROMISE OF CITIZENSHIP: THE 13TH, 14TH, AND
15TH AMENDMENTS

FOLLOWING THE UNION VICTORY IN THE CIVIL W AR, A TRANSFORMATIVE ERA KNOWN AS RECONSTRUCTION BEGAN, BRINGING
WITH IT A RADICAL REDEFINITION OF CITIZENSHIP. THE PASSAGE OF THREE LANDMARK CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS—THE
13TH, T4TH, AND 15TH—MARKED A MONUMENTAL SHIFT IN THE LEGAL STATUS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS. THE 13TH
AMENDMENT (1865) ABOLISHED SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE, DIRECTLY ADDRESSING THE FOUNDATIONAL DENIAL OF
PERSONHOOD. THE 14TH AMENDMENT (1868) WAS PARTICULARLY REVOLUTIONARY, ESTABLISHING BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP
AND GUARANTEEING ALL PERSONS “EQUAL PROTECTION OF THE LAWS" AND “DUE PROCESS OF LAW.” THIS AMENDMENT, IN
ESSENCE, OVERTURNED THE DRED SCOTT DECISION AND SOUGHT TO CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF WHO
BELONGED TO THE AMERICAN NATION.

THE 15TH AMENDMENT (]870) FURTHER SOLIDIFIED THE PROMISE OF CITIZENSHIP BY PROHIBITING THE DENIAL OF VOTING RIGHTS
BASED ON ”RACE/ COLOR, OR PREVIOUS CONDITION OF SERVITUDE.” THESE RECONSTRUCTION AMENDMENTS REPRESENTED A
PROFOUND LEGAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LEAP FORWARD, CODIFYING THE PRINCIPLE THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE INDEED
CITIZENS WITH FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. DURING THIS PERIOD, AFRICAN AMERICANS ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED IN THE POLITICAL
PROCESS, HOLDING ELECTED OFFICE AND EXERCISING THEIR NEWFOUND RIGHTS. THE HOPE WAS THAT THESE AMENDMENTS WOULD
USHER IN AN ERA OF GENUINE EQUALITY AND FULL INCLUSION, FUNDAMENTALLY ALTERING THE TRAJECTORY OF AMERICAN
CITIZENSHIP DEBATES.

THE EROSION OF RECONSTRUCTION: JIM CROW LAWS AND THE RE-DEFINITION
oF CITIZENSHIP

DESPITE THE PROMISE OF RECONSTRUCTION, THE ERA WAS TRAGICALLY SHORT-LIVED. AS FEDERAL TROOPS WITHDREW FROM
THE SOUTH AND WHITE SUPREMACIST FORCES REGAINED POLITICAL CONTROL, A SYSTEMATIC EFFORT TO ROLL BACK THE GAINS
OF RECONSTRUCTION BEGAN. THIS PERIOD SAW THE RISE OF ”JIM Crow” LAWS, A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF STATE AND
LOCAL STATUTES ENACTED TO ENFORCE RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISENFRANCHISE AFRICAN AMERICANS. THESE LAWS, UPHELD



BY THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION IN PLESSY V. FERGUSON (1896), WHICH ESTABLISHED THE DOCTRINE OF “SEPARATE BUT
EQUAL,” EFFECTIVELY RE-DEFINED CITIZENSHIP BY CREATING A BIFURCATED SYSTEM OF RIGHTS BASED ON RACE.

UNDERJIM CRO\X/, AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE SUBJECTED TO WIDESPREAD DISCRIMINATION IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE, INCLUDING
EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, AND PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS. VOTING RIGHTS, EXPLICITLY PROTECTED BY THE 15TH
AMENDMENTI WERE SYSTEMATICALLY DENIED THROUGH POLL TAXES, LITERACY TESTS, GRANDFATHER CLAUSES, AND OUTRIGHT
INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE. THE LEGAL SYSTEM OFTEN FAILED TO PROTECT BLACK CITIZENS, AND THE CONCEPT OF EQUAL
PROTECTION BECAME A HOLLOW PROMISE. THIS ERA REPRESENTED A DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO RE-ASSERT WHITE SUPREMACY
AND TO RE-LEGITIMIZE THE EXCLUSION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM FULL PARTICIPATION IN AMERICAN CIVIC LIFE, THEREBY
RESHAPING THE LANDSCAPE OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES.

THE CiviL RIGHTS MoVEMENT AND THE FIGHT FOr FuLL CITizeNsHIP RIGHTS

THe MID-20TH CENTURY WITNESSED THE RESURGENCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN ACTIVISM THROUGH THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT, A POWERFUL STRUGGLE FOR GENUINE EQUALITY AND THE FULL REALIZATION OF CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS. BUILDING ON
GENERATIONS OF RESISTANCE, ACTIVISTS EMPLOYED A RANGE OF STRATEGIES, INCLUDING NONVIOLENT DIRECT ACTION, LEGAL
CHALLENGES, AND GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING, TO DISMANTLE SEGREGATION AND SECURE VOTING RIGHTS. L ANDMARK EVENTS
SUCH AS THE MONTGOMERY BUs BoYcoTT, THE MARCH ON W/ ASHINGTON FOR JOBS AND FREEDOM, AND THE GREENSBORO SIT-
INS GALVANIZED NATIONAL ATTENTION AND EXPOSED THE PERVASIVE INJUSTICE FACED BY BLACK AMERICANS.

THE MOVEMENT'S LEGAL VICTORIES WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN CHALLENGING DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES. BROWN V. BOARD OF
EoucATION (1954) DECLARED STATE-SPONSORED SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNCONSTITUTIONAL, OVERTURNING
PLEsSY V. FErGUsoN. THE CivIL RIGHTS ACT ofF 1964 OUTLAWED SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC PLACES AND PROHIBITED
EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION. THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT oF 1965 WAS A CRUCIAL PIECE OF LEGISLATION THAT OUTLAWED
DISCRIMINATORY VOTING PRACTICES, SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING BLACK VOTER REGISTRATION AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN
THE SOUTH. THESE LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL TRIUMPHS WERE THE CULMINATION OF DECADES OF STRUGGLE, REAFFIRMING THE
PRINCIPLE THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE INDEED FULL CITIZENS ENTITLED TO THE SAME RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS ALL
OTHER AMERICANS, AND THEY FUNDAMENTALLY SHIFTED THE FOCUS OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES.

CoNTEMPORARY AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DeBATES: ONGOING
CHALLENGES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

W/HILE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES ARE FAR FROM OVER.
CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS GRAPPLE WITH THE ENDURING LEGACY OF SYSTEMIC RACISM AND ITS IMPACT ON VARIOUS
ASPECTS OF CIVIC LIFE. ISSUES SUCH AS MASS INCARCERATION, RACIAL PROFILING BY LAW ENFORCEMENT, ECONOMIC
INEQUALITY, AND DISPARITIES IN EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE CONTINUE TO HIGHLIGHT THE PERSISTENT CHALLENGES TO FULL
AND EQUITABLE CITIZENSHIP FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS.

THE CONCEPT OF “DE FACTO" SEGREGATION, THOUGH NOT LEGALLY MANDATED, REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT CONCERN IN MANY
URBAN AND SUBURBAN AREAS, IMPACTING ACCESS TO RESOURCES AND OPPORTUNITIES. DEBATES AROUND VOTING RIGHTS
PERSIST, WITH CONCERNS ABOUT VOTER SUPPRESSION TACTICS AND THE INFLUENCE OF MONEY IN POLITICS IMPACTING THE
ABILITY OF BLACK COMMUNITIES TO EXERCISE THEIR FRANCHISE EFFECTIVELY. FURTHERMORE, SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS
CONTINUE TO EXPLORE HOW HISTORICAL INJUSTICES, SUCH AS SLAVERY AND JIM CROW, CONTINUE TO SHAPE PRESENT-DAY
INEQUALITIES, LEADING TO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT REPARATIONS AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE. THE ONGOING NATURE OF THESE
DEBATES UNDERSCORES THE DYNAMIC AND EVOLVING UNDERSTANDING OF CITIZENSHIP IN A DIVERSE AND COMPLEX SOCIETY, AND
THE CONTINUING QUEST TO ENSURE THAT THE PROMISES OF EQUALITY AND INCLUSION ARE FULLY REALIZED FOR ALL AFRICAN
AMERICANS.



CoNcLUsIoN: THE ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE oF AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP
DeBATES

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES HAVE BEEN A DEFINING FEATURE OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL NARRATIVE,
REFLECTING THE NATION'S ONGOING STRUGGLE TO LIVE UP TO ITS FOUNDING IDEALS. FROM THE INITIAL EXCLUSION AND DENIAL
OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS TO THE HARD-WON LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA AND THE CONTEMPORARY
CHALLENGES OF SYSTEMIC INEQUALITY, THE QUEST FOR FULL AND EQUITABLE CITIZENSHIP FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS HAS BEEN A
CONTINUOUS JOURNEY. THESE DEBATES ARE NOT MERELY ABOUT LEGAL STATUS, THEY ARE ABOUT JUSTICE, EQUALITY, AND
THE VERY SOUL OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. THE HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP UNDERSCORES THE
IMPORTANCE OF VIGILANCE, ACTIVISM, AND A COMMITMENT TO DISMANTLING DISCRIMINATORY STRUCTURES. THE ONGOING
CONVERSATIONS AND STRUGGLES DEMONSTRATE THAT THE PURSUIT OF INCLUSIVE CITIZENSHIP IS A PERPETUAL ENDEAVOR,
VITAL FOR THE HEALTH AND PROGRESS OF THE NATION AS A \WHOLE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE SOME OF THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT AFRICAN
AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP?

THE DEBATES ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP ARE DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY, THE FIGHT FOR
ABOLITION, AND THE SUBSEQUENT STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS. KEY HISTORICAL MILESTONES INCLUDE THE RECONSTRUCTION
AMENDMENTS (13TH, 14TH, AND 15TH), WHICH AIMED TO DEFINE AND SECURE CITIZENSHIP FOR FORMERLY ENSLAVED PEOPLE,
FOLLOWED BY JiIM CROW LAWS AND SYSTEMIC DISENFRANCHISEMENT THAT CHALLENGED AND UNDERMINED THESE RIGHTS FOR
GENERATIONS.

How DoEs THE 14TH AMENDMENT CONTINUE TO BE A CENTRAL POINT IN DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP?

THe TATH AMENDMENT, PARTICULARLY 1TS CiTizensHiP CLAUSE (“ALL PERSONS BORN OR NATURALIZED IN THE UNITED
STATES, AND SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION THEREOF, ARE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES AND OF THE STATE WHEREIN THEY
RESIDE’), IS FOUNDATIONAL. DEBATES OFTEN CENTER ON WHETHER ITS PROMISES OF EQUAL PROTECTION AND DUE PROCESS HAVE
BEEN FULLY REALIZED FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS, CONSIDERING HISTORICAL AND ONGOING SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES.

WHAT CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FUEL DEBATES ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP?

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES INCLUDE RACIAL PROFILING AND POLICE BRUTALITY, WHICH RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT EQUAL
PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW;, VOTING RIGHTS, WITH ONGOING EFFORTS TO SUPPRESS OR EXPAND ACCESS TO THE BALLOT BOX;,
ECONOMIC DISPARITIES AND REPARATIONS, WHICH ADDRESS HISTORICAL WEALTH EXTRACTION AND ITS IMPACT ON MODERN-DAY
CITIZENSHIP; AND THE ONGOING FIGHT AGAINST SYSTEMIC RACISM IN AREAS LIKE HOUSING, EDUCATION, AND EMPLOYMENT.

How DO CONCEPTS LIKE ‘'SECOND-CLASS CITIZEN' OR ‘CONDITIONAL CITIZENSHIP'
RELATE TO THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE?

THESE TERMS ARE USED TO DESCRIBE THE HISTORICAL AND SOMETIMES ONGOING REALITY WHERE AFRICAN AMERICANS, DESPITE
LEGAL CITIZENSHIP, HAVE FACED SYSTEMIC BARRIERS AND DISCRIMINATION THAT HAVE LIMITED THEIR FULL PARTICIPATION AND
ENJOYMENT OF RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES AFFORDED TO OTHERS. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE PERCEIVED GAP BETWEEN FORMAL LEGAL
STATUS AND LIVED EXPERIENCE.

\WHAT ROLE DOES HISTORICAL TRAUMA PLAY IN UNDERSTANDING CURRENT DEBATES



ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP?

HisToriCAL TRAUMA, STEMMING FROM CENTURIES OF SLAVERY, RACIAL TERROR, AND SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION, SIGNIFICANTLY
SHAPES CONTEMPORARY DEBATES. |T INFORMS DISCUSSIONS ABOUT INTERGENERATIONAL POVERTY, HEALTH DISPARITIES, AND
MISTRUST IN INSTITUTIONS, AS THESE ARE OFTEN SEEN AS DIRECT CONSEQUENCES OF PAST INJUSTICES THAT CONTINUE TO
IMPACT THE FULL EXERCISE OF CITIZENSHIP.

How ARE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT REPARATIONS LINKED TO THE CONCEPT OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP?

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT REPARATIONS ARE DIRECTLY LINKED TO THE CONCEPT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP BY FRAMING IT AS
A MEANS TO ADDRESS THE UNFULFILLED PROMISES OF CITIZENSHIP, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING THE ECONOMIC INJUSTICES AND
WEALTH DISPARITIES CREATED BY SLAVERY AND SUBSEQUENT DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES. PROPONENTS ARGUE THAT
REPARATIONS ARE NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE TRUE EQUALITY AND FULL CITIZENSHIP FOR BLACK AMERICANS.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE EMERGING ARGUMENTS OR PERSPECTIVES IN RECENT AFRICAN
AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES?

EMERGING ARGUMENTS OFTEN FOCUS ON INTERSECTIONALITY, EXAMINING HOW RACE INTERSECTS WITH GENDER, CLASS, AND
SEXUAL ORIENTATION TO SHAPE CITIZENSHIP EXPERIENCES. THERE'S ALSO A GROWING EMPHASIS ON DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP AND
ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY, AS WELL AS CONTINUED DEBATE AROUND HOW TO BEST MEASURE AND ACHIEVE SUBSTANTIVE
EQUALITY BEYOND LEGAL DEFINITIONS OF CITIZENSHIP.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO AFRICAN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP DEBATES, EACH WITH A SHORT DESCRIPTION:

THe SouLs oF BLAck FoLk

THIS SEMINAL WORK BY W.E.B. DU BoIS EXPLORES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN
THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. DU BOIS DELVES INTO THE CONCEPT OF “DOUBLE CONSCIOUSNESS,” THE INTERNAL CONFLICT
EXPERIENCED BY BLACK AMERICANS DUE TO THEIR DUAL IDENTITY IN A RACIST SOCIETY. HE CRITIQUES THE LIMITATIONS PLACED
UPON BLACK CITIZENSHIP AND ADVOCATES FOR INTELLECTUAL AND POLITICAL EQUALITY, LAYING A FOUNDATIONAL ARGUMENT
FOR EXPANDED RIGHTS.

2.

STAMPED FROM THE BEGINNING; THE DerINITIVE HISTORY OF RACIST IDEAS IN AMERICA

[BRAM X. KENDI TRACES THE HISTORY OF ANTI-BLACK RACIST IDEAS FROM THEIR ORIGINS TO THE PRESENT DAY. HE ARGUES
THAT THESE IDEAS WERE DELIBERATELY CONSTRUCTED TO JUSTIFY AND PERPETUATE THE OPPRESSION OF BLACK PEOPLE,
DIRECTLY IMPACTING THE DEBATES AROUND THEIR FULL AND EQUAL CITIZENSHIP. THE BOOK ILLUSTRATES HOW ARGUMENTS
ABOUT BLACK INFERIORITY WERE USED TO DENY THEM BASIC RIGHTS AND RECOGNITION.

3.

DeMmocrACY IN BLAack: How AMERICA FAILS ITs BLack CiTizens

EopiE S. GLAUDEJR. EXAMINES THE PERSISTENT SYSTEMIC FAILURES THAT PREVENT BLACK AMERICANS FROM FULLY
PARTICIPATING IN AND BENEFITING FROM AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. HE ARGUES THAT THESE FAILURES ARE ROOTED IN A HISTORY OF
RACIAL EXCLUSION AND ONGOING DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES. THE BOOK CHALLENGES THE NOTION THAT THE ELECTION OF
BLACK OFFICIALS OR THE PASSAGE OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLATION HAS FULLY RESOLVED THE ISSUE OF BLACK CITIZENSHIP.



THe ReBeLLIoUS LIFE oF MRrs. RosA PARrks

JEANNE THEOHARIS REFRAMES ROSA PARKS NOT JUST AS A QUIET ICON BUT AS A LIFELONG ACTIVIST DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE
STRUGGLE FOR BLACK LIBERATION AND CITIZENSHIP. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS PARKS'S LONG HISTORY OF ENGAGEMENT WITH CIVIL
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND HER RADICAL CRITIQUE OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. |IT REVEALS HOW HER ACTIONS WERE PART OF A
BROADER, SUSTAINED EFFORT TO ACHIEVE FULL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS FOR BLACK AMERICANS.

5.

THE New JiM CRowW: MASS INCARCERATION IN THE AGE OF COLORBLINDNESS

MICHELLE ALEXANDER ARGUES THAT THE U.S. CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM FUNCTIONS AS A CONTEMPORARY SYSTEM OF RACIAL
CONTROL, EFFECTIVELY STRIPPING BLACK MEN OF THEIR RIGHTS AND CITIZENSHIP. SHE CONNECTS MASS INCARCERATION TO
HISTORICAL FORMS OF RACIAL SUBJUGATION, DEMONSTRATING HOW IT CREATES A PERMANENT UNDERCASTE. THE BOOK
CONTENDS THAT THIS SYSTEM DELIBERATELY UNDERMINES THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL POWER OF BLACK COMMUNITIES.

6.

A BLAck HisTorY ofF THE UNITED STATES

JOHN HoPE FRANKLIN'S COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY CHRONICLES THE EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM THE COLONIAL ERA
TO THE LATE 20TH CENTURY. THE NARRATIVE CONSISTENTLY ADDRESSES THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR RECOGNITION, RIGHTS,
AND FULL INCLUSION WITHIN AMERICAN SOCIETY. |T ILLUSTRATES HOW BLACK AMERICANS HAVE CONTINUALLY CHALLENGED
NARRATIVES AND LAWS THAT SOUGHT TO DENY THEM THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE AS CITIZENS.

THe CASE FOR REPARATIONS

TA-NeHIs| COATES POWERFULLY MAKES THE ARGUMENT THAT THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY AND SUBSEQUENT DISCRIMINATORY
PRACTICES, INCLUDING REDLINING AND SEGREGATION, NECESSITATE REPARATIONS FOR BLACK AMERICANS. HE CONNECTS THESE
HISTORICAL INJUSTICES DIRECTLY TO THE SYSTEMIC ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DISADVANTAGES THAT CONTINUE TO HINDER BLACK
PROGRESS. THE ESSAY ARGUES THAT TRUE CITIZENSHIP AND EQUALITY CANNOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT ADDRESSING THIS
HISTORICAL DEBT.

8.

FreepoM’s MIRrROR: GRACE LEE BOGGS AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THIS BOOK, THOUGH BROADLY ABOUT A PROMINENT ASIAN AMERICAN ACTIVIST, OFTEN INTERSECTS WITH AND INFORMS
DISCUSSIONS ON BLACK CITIZENSHIP AND LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. GRACE LEE BOGGS'S PHILOSOPHY AND ACTIVISM WERE
DEEPLY ENGAGED WITH THE PURSUIT OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND JUSTICE FOR ALL MARGINALIZED GROUPS IN AMERICA. HER
\WORK REFLECTS ON THE ONGOING STRUGGLES FOR TRUE DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION AND EQUAL CITIZENSHIP FOR BLACK
AMERICANS.

9.

THe CoLor oF JusTICE: RACE, ETHNICITY, AND CRIME IN AMERICA

THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS, OR SIMILAR WORKS, OFTEN EXAMINES HOW THE JUSTICE SYSTEM DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTS
MINORITY COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY AFRICAN AMERICANS. THE DISCUSSIONS WITHIN SUCH BOOKS FREQUENTLY HIGHLIGHT
HOW RACIAL BIASES IN LA ENFORCEMENT, THE COURTS, AND SENTENCING SERVE TO LIMIT THE FULL AND EQUITABLE CITIZENSHIP
oF BLACK AMERICANS. THEY EXPLORE THE LEGAL AND SOCIAL BARRIERS TO ACHIEVING JUSTICE AND EQUAL STANDING.
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