AFGHANISTAN US ROLE

THe UNITED STATES' INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN IS A COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED TOPIC, SHAPING THE NATION'S
TRAJECTORY FOR OVER TWO DECADES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES DEEP INTO THE VARIOUS FACETS OF THE US ROLE IN
AFGHANISTAN, EXAMINING ITS EVOLUTION FROM INITIAL INTERVENTION TO THE EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL. WE WILL EXPLORE THE
INITIAL OBJECTIVES, THE SIGNIFICANT MILITARY, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS, THE CHALLENGES FACED, AND THE
LASTING IMPACTS OF THIS EXTENSIVE ENGAGEMENT. [UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF THE US ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN IS CRUCIAL
FOR COMPREHENDING THE REGION'S CURRENT DYNAMICS AND THE FUTURE OUTLOOK FOR AFGHANISTAN.
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UNDERSTANDING THE AFGHANISTAN US RoLE: A HisToricAL OVERVIEW

THE UNITED STATES' ENGAGEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN IS A NARRATIVE MARKED BY PROFOUND STRATEGIC SHIFTS, IMMENSE HUMAN
AND FINANCIAL COSTS, AND ENDURING CONSEQUENCES. FROM THE INITIAL RESPONSE TO THE SEPTEMBER 11TH ATTACKS, THE
US ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN WAS DESIGNED TO DISMANTLE TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS AND PREVENT AFGHANISTAN FROM SERVING
AS A SAFE HAVEN FOR INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. THIS COMMITMENT EVOLVED OVER TWENTY YEARS, ENCOMPASSING NATION-
BUILDING EFFORTS, COUNTER-INSURGENCY OPERATIONS, AND EXTENSIVE DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES. THE OBJECTIVE WAS NOT
MERELY MILITARY BUT ALSO AIMED AT FOSTERING A STABLE, DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT CAPABLE OF GOVERNING ITSELF AND
PREVENTING THE RESURGENCE OF EXTREMIST THREATS.

THE COMPLEXITY OF THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. |T INVOLVED INTRICATE MILITARY OPERATIONS,
SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC AID, AND SUSTAINED EFFORTS TO BUILD AFGHAN SECURITY FORCES AND GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS.
THE INTERNATIONAL COALITION, LED BY THE US, GRAPPLED WITH A DEEPLY ENTRENCHED INSURGENCY, A CHALLENGING TERRAIN,
AND A COMPLEX SOCIO-POLITICAL LANDSCAPE. EXAMINING THIS HISTORICAL ARC PROVIDES CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO THE
SUCCESSES, FAILURES, AND LESSONS LEARNED FROM ONE OF AMERICA’S LONGEST WARS.

INITIAL OBJECTIVES AND THE GENESIS OF THE AFGHANISTAN US RoOLE

THE GENESIS OF THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE WAS A DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE HORRIFIC TERRORIST ATTACKS OF SEPTEMBER
11, 20071. THe AL-QAEDA TERRORIST NETWORK, LED BY OSAMA BIN LADEN, WAS HARBORED BY THE T ALIBAN REGIME IN
AFGHANISTAN. CONSEQUENTLY, THE IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE OF THE US INTERVENTION, COMMENCING IN OcToBer 2001, wAS
TO DISMANTLE AL-(QQAEDA, DISRUPT ITS OPERATIONS, AND REMOVE THE T ALIBAN FROM POWER FOR THEIR COMPLICITY. THIS



INITIAL PHASE WAS SWIFT AND LARGELY SUCCESSFUL IN ACHIEVING THESE MILITARY AIMS, ESTABLISHING A NEW INTERIM
GOVERNMENT.

HO\X/EVER, THE INITIAL OBJECTIVES QUICKLY EXPANDED BEYOND COUNTER-TERRORISM. THE US AND ITS ALLIES RECOGNIZED THE
NEED TO PREVENT AFGHANISTAN FROM FALLING BACK INTO CHAOS OR BECOMING A HAVEN FOR TERRORISTS ONCE AGAIN. THIS
LED TO A BROADER MISSION OF STABILIZATION, RECONSTRUCTION, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT.
THE OVERARCHING GOAL WAS TO CREATE A SELF-SUFFICIENT AFGHANISTAN THAT COULD COUNTER INTERNAL THREATS AND
CONTRIBUTE TO REGIONAL STABILITY, THEREBY SAFEGUARDING US NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS.

THE MILITARY DIMENSION OF THE AFGHANISTAN US RoOLE

THE MILITARY DIMENSION OF THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE WAS ARGUABLY THE MOST VISIBLE AND RESOURCE-INTENSIVE ASPECT
OF THE ENGAGEMENT. OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, LAUNCHED IN 200 1, MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A PROTRACTED MILITARY
PRESENCE. US FORCES, ALONGSIDE COALITION PARTNERS, ENGAGED IN A WIDE RANGE OF OPERATIONS, FROM DIRECT COMBAT
AGAINST THE TALIBAN AND AL-QQAEDA TO TRAINING AND ADVISING AFGHAN NATIONAL SECURITY Forces (ANSF). THe
MILITARY STRATEGY EVOLVED OVER TIME, INCORPORATING COUNTER-INSURGENCY TACTICS, SURGE OPERATIONS, AND
EVENTUALLY A TRANSITION TO AN AFGHAN-LED SECURITY EFFORT.

KEY MILITARY CONTRIBUTIONS INCLUDED:

e DIRECT COMBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST TERRORIST GROUPS.
e TRAINING AND EQUIPPING THE AFGHAN NATIONAL ARMY AND AFGHAN NATIONAL PoLICE.
® PROVIDING LOGISTICAL AND AIR SUPPORT TO AFGHAN FORCES.

o CONDUCTING SPECIAL OPERATIONS MISSIONS.

ESTABLISHING AND OPERATING MILITARY BASES ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE MILITARY EFFORTS WAS OFTEN DEBATED, FACING SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES SUCH AS THE POROUS
BORDER WITH PAKISTAN, THE RESILIENCE OF THE INSURGENCY, AND THE COMPLEX POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT WITHIN AFGHANISTAN.
DESPITE SUBSTANTIAL INVESTMENT IN MILITARY HARDWARE AND PERSONNEL, THE GOAL OF FULLY ERADICATING THE INSURGENCY
AND CREATING AN ENDURINGLY STABLE SECURITY SITUATION PROVED ELUSIVE.

RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT: THE ECONOMIC PILLAR OF THE
AFGHANISTAN US RoLE

BEYOND MILITARY OBJECTIVES, THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE ENCOMPASSED A MASSIVE UNDERTAKING IN RECONSTRUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT. RECOGNIZING THAT MILITARY SUCCESS ALONE WOULD NOT GUARANTEE STABILITY, THE US POURED BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS INTO REBUILDING AFGHANISTAN'S INFRASTRUCTURE, ECONOMY , AND SOCIAL SERVICES. THIS ECONOMIC PILLAR OF THE
US ROLE AIMED TO CREATE A VIABLE AFGHAN STATE CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING ITS POPULATION AND PROVIDING BASIC
NECESSITIES, THEREBY REDUCING RELIANCE ON FOREIGN AID AND DIMINISHING THE APPEAL OF INSURGENT NARRATIVES.

MAJOR AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT FOCUS INCLUDED:

® |NFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS: ROADS, BRIDGES, POWER GRIDS, AND IRRIGATION SYSTEMS WERE PRIORITIZED TO
FACILITATE ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND CONNECTIVITY.

o EDUCATION: SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT WENT INTO BUILDING SCHOOLS, TRAINING TEACHERS, AND INCREASING ACCESS TO
EDUCATION FOR BOYS AND GIRLS, A STARK CONTRAST TO THE TALIBAN'S PREVIOUS POLICIES.

® HEALTHCARE: EFFORTS WERE MADE TO IMPROVE HEALTHCARE FACILITIES, TRAIN MEDICAL PERSONNEL, AND EXPAND
ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL MEDICAL SERVICES, PARTICULARLY IN RURAL AREAS.



e ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: PROGRAMS WERE DESIGNED TO FOSTER PRIVATE SECTOR GROWTH, CREATE EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES, AND DEVELOP AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL SECTORS.

o GOVERNANCE AND RULE OF LAW: SUPPORT WAS PROVIDED FOR ESTABLISHING JUDICIAL SYSTEMS, STRENGTHENING
PROPERTY RIGHTS, AND COMBATING CORRUPTION.

W/HILE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS WAS MADE IN MANY OF THESE AREAS, THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THESE DEVELOPMENT GAINS
OFTEN DEPENDED ON CONTINUED INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AND THE INTERNAL STABILITY OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT.
CHALLENGES SUCH AS CORRUPTION, SECURITY CONCERNS, AND A LACK OF ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY WITHIN AFGHANISTAN OFTEN
HAMPERED THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE AID PROGRAMS.

PoLiTicAL AND GOVERNANCE SUPPORT IN THE AFGHANISTAN US RoOLE

A CRUCIAL COMPONENT OF THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE INVOLVED SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STABLE, DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNMENT. FOLLOWING THE OVERTHROW OF THE TALIBAN, THE US PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN FACILITATING THE BONN
AGREEMENT, WHICH LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A NEW POLITICAL DISPENSATION IN AFGHANISTAN. THIS INCLUDED SUPPORTING
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERIM AUTHORITY, DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION, AND OVERSEEING PRESIDENTIAL AND
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. THE AIM WAS TO BUILD INSTITUTIONS THAT WERE REPRESENTATIVE, ACCOUNTABLE, AND CAPABLE
OF PROVIDING SECURITY AND SERVICES TO THE AFGHAN PEOPLE.

KEY ASPECTS OF POLITICAL AND GOVERNANCE SUPPORT INCLUDED:

FACILITATING DEMOCRATIC TRANSITIONS THROUGH ELECTIONS.
® PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND CAPACITY BUILDING FOR GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES AND INSTITUTIONS.
® SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW.

® ENGAGING IN DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO FOSTER REGIONAL COOPERATION AND SUPPORT FOR AFGHANISTAN.

DESPITE THESE EFFORTS, THE GROWTH OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS FACED SIGNIFICANT HURDLES. W/ IDESPREAD CORRUPTION,
POLITICAL INFIGHTING, AND THE PERSISTENT THREAT OF INSURGENCY UNDERMINED THE LEGITIMACY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. THE US ROLE OFTEN INVOLVED NAVIGATING COMPLEX INTERNAL AFGHAN POLITICS, BALANCING SUPPORT
FOR THE GOVERNMENT WITH PRESSURE FOR REFORMS.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS OF THE AFGHANISTAN US RoLE

THe AFGHANISTAN US ROLE, DESPITE ITS EXPANSIVE AIMS, ENCOUNTERED A MYRIAD OF COMPLEX CHALLENGES AND DREW
CONSIDERABLE CRITICISM. THE NATURE OF THE INSURGENCY, ITS DEEP ROOTS, AND ITS ABILITY TO ADAPT PROVED A FORMIDABLE
ADVERSARY. THE POROUS DURAND LINE, SHARED WITH PAKISTAN, ALLOWED INSURGENTS TO FIND SAFE HAVENS AND RESUPPLY
ROUTES, A PERSISTENT STRATEGIC CHALLENGE. FURTHERMORE, THE INHERENT DIFFICULTIES OF NATION-BUILDING IN A COUNTRY
WITH A HISTORY OF TRIBALISM, WEAK CENTRAL AUTHORITY, AND DIVERSE ETHNIC GROUPS ADDED LAYERS OF COMPLEXITY TO
THE US MISSION.

COMMON CRITICISMS AND CHALLENGES INCLUDED:

® THE PERCEIVED DISCONNECT BETWEEN MILITARY OBJECTIVES AND POLITICAL REALITIES ON THE GROUND.

® THE EFFECTIVENESS AND OVERSIGHT OF THE VAST AMOUNTS OF AID DISBURSED, WITH CONCERNS ABOUT CORRUPTION
AND WASTE.

® THE STRATEGY OF COUNTER-INSURGENCY, WHICH AT TIMES PROVED CONTROVERSIAL AND DIFFICULT TO IMPLEMENT



WITHOUT ALIENATING THE CIVILIAN POPULATION.

® THE LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY OF THE AFGHAN SECURITY FORCES AND GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT
CONTINUED, SUBSTANTIAL EXTERNAL SUPPORT.

® THE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF CERTAIN us POLICIES, SUCH AS THE RELIANCE ON W ARLORDS IN THE EARLY STAGES
OF THE INTERVENTION.

® THE IMMENSE FINANCIAL AND HUMAN COST BORNE BY THE UNITED STATES AND ITS ALLIES.

THe TALIBAN'S ABILITY TO ADAPT, REGROUP, AND EXPLOIT POLITICAL AND SECURITY VACUUMS REMAINED A CONSTANT
FACTOR, CHALLENGING THE LONG~TERM VIABILITY OF THE US-BACKED GOVERNMENT.

THE SHIFTING SANDS: EVoLUTION AND END oF THE DIRECT AFGHANISTAN US
RoOLE

THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS OVER ITS TWO-DECADE DURATION. INITIALLY
FOCUSED ON DIRECT MILITARY INTERVENTION AND COUNTER-TERRORISM, THE STRATEGY EVOLVED TO EMPHASIZE TRAINING AND
EMPOWERING AFGHAN SECURITY FORCES, WITH THE AIM OF EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL. THE “SURGE” oF US Troops IN 2009
AIMED TO CREATE CONDITIONS FOR A TRANSITION, BUT THE INSURGENCY PERSISTED. OVER TIME, THE US PRESENCE SHIFTED FROM
COMBAT OPERATIONS TO A MORE ADVISORY AND SUPPORT ROLE, GRADUALLY HANDING OVER SECURITY RESPONSIBILITIES TO
THE ANSF.

THE DECISION TO END THE DIRECT US MILITARY INVOLVEMENT WAS A COMPLEX ONE, INFLUENCED BY VARIOUS FACTORS
INCLUDING CHANGING POLITICAL PRIORITIES IN W/ ASHINGTON, THE IMMENSE COSTS INCURRED, AND THE PERCEIVED LACK OF A
CLEAR PATH TO DECISIVE VICTORY. THE DOHA AGREEMENT, SIGNED IN FEBRUARY 2020 BETWEEN THE US AND THE T ALIBAN,
LAID OUT A TIMELINE FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF US FORCES IN EXCHANGE FOR SECURITY GUARANTEES FROM THE T ALIBAN AND
THEIR COMMITMENT TO INTRA-AFGHAN PEACE TALKS. THIS AGREEMENT MARKED A SIGNIFICANT TURNING POINT, SIGNALING THE
IMPENDING END OF THE DIRECT US MILITARY ROLE.

THE FINAL WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS WAS COMPLETED IN AUGUST 202 1, FOLLOWING THE COLLAPSE OF THE AFGHAN
GOVERNMENT AND THE RAPID TAKEOVER BY THE T ALIBAN. THIS MARKED THE END OF A 20-YEAR MILITARY PRESENCE, LEAVING
THE FUTURE OF AFGHANISTAN UNCERTAIN AND RAISING CRITICAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LEGACY OF THE US INVOLVEMENT.

LoNG-TERM IMPLICATIONS OF THE AFGHANISTAN US RoLE

THE LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS OF THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE ARE PROFOUND AND CONTINUE TO UNFOLD. THE WITHDRAW AL
HAS LED TO A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN THE GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE, WITH THE TALIBAN REGAINING CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY.
THE FUTURE OF AFGHANISTAN'S GOVERNANCE, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND ECONOMIC STABILITY REMAINS A MAJOR CONCERN. For THE
UNITED STATES, THE LEGACY OF THIS INVOLVEMENT IS A SUBJECT OF ONGOING DEBATE AND ANALYSIS, WITH LESSONS LEARNED
EXPECTED TO INFORM FUTURE FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS.

KEY LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS INCLUDE:

® THE RESURGENCE OF THE T ALIBAN AND ITS IMPACT ON REGIONAL SECURITY.

® THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN AFGHANISTAN AND THE CHALLENGES OF PROVIDING AID.

e THE UNCERTAIN FUTURE OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND MINORITY GROUPS UNDER T ALIBAN RULE.

® THE POTENTIAL FOR AFGHANISTAN TO AGAIN BECOME A HAVEN FOR INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST GROUPS.

® THE LASTING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT ON AFGHANISTANI INCLUDING THE LOSS OF LIFE AND DISPLACEMENT.

® THE FINANCIAL COST TO THE US AND THE DEBATES SURROUNDING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF FOREIGN INTERVENTION.



THE US CONTINUES TO ENGAGE WITH AFGHANISTAN THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, BUT
THE NATURE OF ITS ROLE HAS FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED FROM DIRECT MILITARY AND NATION-BUILDING INVOLVEMENT TO A
MORE LIMITED, ALBEIT STILL CONCERNED, ENGAGEMENT.

ConNcLuUsIoN: ASSESSING THE AFGHANISTAN US RoLE

IN ASSESSING THE AFGHANISTAN US ROLE, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ENGAGEMENT WAS CHARACTERIZED BY AMBITIOUS GOALS,
SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES, AND A COMPLEX LEGACY. FROM ITS INITIAL OBJECTIVE OF COMBATING TERRORISM AFTER 9/] -|, THE
US MISSION EXPANDED TO INCLUDE EXTENSIVE MILITARY OPERATIONS, NATION-BUILDING EFFORTS, AND THE PROMOTION OF
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE. BILLIONS OF DOLLARS WERE INVESTED, AND COUNTLESS LIVES WERE IMPACTED ON ALL SIDES. W/HILE
SOME MILESTONES WERE ACHIEVED, SUCH AS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW CONSTITUTION AND DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS, THE
ULTIMATE GOAL OF CREATING A SELF-SUSTAINING, STABLE, AND SECURE AFGHANISTAN FREE FROM EXTREMIST THREATS PROVED
ELUSIVE.

THE WITHDRAWAL OF US FORCES IN 202 1 MARKED THE END OF AMERICA’S LONGEST W AR, LEAVING BEHIND A NATION
GRAPPLING WITH PROFOUND POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES UNDER TALIBAN RULE. THE AFGHANISTAN
US ROLE SERVES AS A CRITICAL CASE STUDY IN MODERN COUNTER-INSURGENCY, NATION-BUILDING, AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF
INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION, OFFERING VALUABLE, ALBEIT OFTEN PAINFUL, LESSONS FOR FUTURE FOREIGN POLICY ENDEAVORS.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE CURRENT OFFICIAL STANCE OF THE US REGARDING ITS ROLE IN
AFGHANISTAN AFTER THE WITHDRAWALP

THE OFFICIAL US STANCE IS THAT THE MILITARY WITHDRAWAL IS COMPLETE, AND THE FOCUS HAS SHIFTED TO HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE, COUNTER-TERRORISM EFFORTS AGAINST GROUPS LIKE |S|S‘K, AND DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT WITH THE T ALIBAN
TO PROMOTE STABILITY AND PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS.

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES FACING AFGHANISTAN CURRENTLY,
AND WHAT ROLE IS THE US PLAYING?

AFGHANISTAN FACES SEVERE HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES INCLUDING \WIDESPREAD POVERTY, FOOD INSECURITY, AND A
COLLAPSED ECONOMY. THE US IS A MAJOR PROVIDER OF HUMANITARIAN AID, WORKING THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS AND NGOS TO DELIVER FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, AND OTHER ESSENTIAL ASSISTANCE, WHILE NAVIGATING
SANCTIONS AND ENSURING AID REACHES THOSE IN NEED WITHOUT DIRECTLY SUPPORTING THE T ALIBAN.

How 1s THE US ADDRESSING THE COUNTER-TERRORISM THREAT EMANATING FROM
AFGHANISTAN POST-WITHDRAWAL?

THE US MAINTAINS A “OVER-THE-HORIZON” COUNTER-TERRORISM CAPABILITY, RELYING ON INTELLIGENCE AND DRONE
OPERATIONS TO MONITOR AND DISRUPT TERRORIST GROUPS LIKE AL‘QAEDA AND |SIS-K IN AFGHANISTAN. THE FOCUS IS ON
PREVENTING AFGHANISTAN FROM BECOMING A SAFE HAVEN FOR TERRORISM WITHOUT DEPLOYING TROOPS ON THE GROUND.

WHAT IS THE US APPROACH TO ENGAGING WITH THE T ALIBAN GOVERNMENT IN
AFGHANISTAN?

THE US DOES NOT OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZE THE T ALIBAN GOVERNMENT. ENGAGEMENT IS LIMITED AND PRAGMATIC, PRIMARILY
FOCUSED ON SECURITY CONCERNS (LIKE COUNTER‘TERRORISM)/ HUMANITARIAN AID DELIVERY, AND ADVOCATING FOR INCLUSIVE
GOVERNANCE AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS. DIPLOMATIC PRESENCE IS OFTEN
CONDUCTED REMOTELY OR THROUGH INTERMEDIARIES.



\WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM IMPLICATIONS OF THE US WITHDRAWAL ON REGIONAL
STABILITY AND US FOREIGN POLICY?

THE US WITHDRAWAL HAS HAD SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL STABILITY, POTENTIALLY CREATING POWER
VACUUMS AND IMPACTING NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES’ SECURITY. IT HAS ALSO PROMPTED A RE-EVALUATION OF US FOREIGN
POLICY STRATEGIES, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING NATION-BUILDING AND THE LIMITS OF MILITARY INTERVENTION, AND HAS
INFLUENCED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE US ROLE IN OTHER COMPLEX GEOPOLITICAL REGIONS.

How ARE HUMAN RIGHTS , ESPECIALLY WOMEN'S RIGHTS , BEING ADDRESSED IN THE
CONTEXT OfF THE US’s ONGOING ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN?

THE US CONSISTENTLY ADVOCATES FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENT AL FREEDOMS IN AFGHANISTAN,
WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON WOMEN AND GIRLS. WHILE DIRECT LEVERAGE IS REDUCED POST-WITHDRAWAL, THE US uses
DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE, SANCTIONS, AND HUMANITARIAN AID CONDITIONS TO URGE THE TALIBAN TO RESPECT THESE RIGHTS AND
TO SUPPORT CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WORKING ON THESE ISSUES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HeRE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO THE US ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN, EACH STARTING WITH '

' AND FOLLOWED BY A SHORT DESCRIPTION:

GHosT WARs: THE SECReT HisTorY ofF THE CIA, AFGHANISTAN, AND BIN LADEN,
FROM THE SOVIET INVASION To SepTeEMeer 10, 2001

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK AT THE CIA’S CLANDESTINE OPERATIONS IN
AFGHANISTAN LEADING UP TO 9 / 11. IT DETAILS THE COMPLEX POLITICAL LANDSCAPE ,
THE RISE OF THE T ALIBAN , AND THE EARLY STAGES OF THE FIGHT AGAINST AL'QAEDA.
STeVE CoLL METICULOUSLY RECONSTRUCTS THE EVENTS THAT SET THE STAGE FOR
AMERICA’S LONGEST WAR.

2.

THE LOOMING Tower: AL-QAEDA AND THE RoaD To 9/11

LAWRENCE WRIGHT'S PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING WORK CHRONICLES THE ORIGINS AND
RISE OF AL'QAEDA AND ITS CHARISMATIC LEADERS. |T DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL
AND IDEOLOGICAL FACTORS THAT FUELED THE ORGANIZATION AND EXPLAINS HOW ITS
OPERATIVES INFILTRATED THE WEST. THE BOOK PROVIDES CRUCIAL CONTEXT FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND THE ATTACKS AND THE SUBSEQUENT US
INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN.



3.

THe AFGHANISTAN PAPERS: A SECRET HISTORY OF THE W AR

BASED ON LEAKED DOCUMENTS AND INTERVIEWS , THIS BOOK PROVIDES A SEARING
INDICTMENT OF THE US GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN. IT
REVEALS WIDESPREAD MISSTATEMENTS, BROKEN PROMISES, AND A FUNDAMENTAL LACK
OF STRATEGY BY US OFFICIALS AND MILITARY LEADERS. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE
VAST SUMS OF MONEY AND LIVES LOST WITH LITTLE TO SHOW FOR IT.

4.

THe OPERATORS: INSIDE THE SECRET W ORLD OF THE SPECIAL FORCES IN AFGHANISTAN

THIS IS A GRIPPING FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES IN
AFGHANISTAN , OFFERING AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE REALITIES OF COUNTERINSURGENCY
WARFARE. CHRIS KYLE'S NARRATIVE FOCUSES ON THE TACTICAL MISSIONS AND THE
CLOSE-QUARTERS COMBAT EXPERIENCED BY AMERICAN SOLDIERS. |T PORTRAYS THE
INTENSE CHALLENGES AND SACRIFICES MADE BY THOSE ON THE FRONT LINES.

5.

AMERICAN SNIPER: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE MOST LETHAL SNIPER IN U.S.
MiLITARY HISTORY

\WHILE PRIMARILY A PERSONAL MEMOIR , CHRIS KYLE'S STORY OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE
MINDSET AND EXPERIENCES OF AMERICAN SOLDIERS DEPLOYED IN IRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN. HIS NARRATIVE DESCRIBES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOLL OF WAR AND THE
JUSTIFICATION FOR HIS ACTIONS IN A HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT. THE BOOK PROVIDES A
GROUND-LEVEL PERSPECTIVE ON THE HUMAN COST OF CONFLICT.

6.

THE FOREVER W AR

DEXTER FILKINS’ POWERFUL BOOK EXPLORES THE BROADER CONTEXT OF THE “WAR ON
TERROR"” INITIATED BY THE US AFTER 9/1 1, WITH SIGNIFICANT SECTIONS DEDICATED
TO AFGHANISTAN. HE WEAVES TOGETHER PERSONAL STORIES OF INDIVIDUALS AFFECTED
BY THE CONFLICT, FROM SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS TO POLITICIANS AND JIHADISTS.



FILKINS OFFERS A NUANCED AND OFTEN GRIM PERSPECTIVE ON THE LONG-TERM
CONSEQUENCES OF US INTERVENTIONS.

7.

THe KITE RUNNER

ALTHOUGH A FICTIONAL NOVEL ’ KHALED HOSSEINI'S CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED WORK
PROVIDES A DEEPLY HUMAN AND POIGNANT NARRATIVE OF LIFE IN AFGHANISTAN
THROUGH DECADES OF CONFLICT, INCLUDING THE SOVIET INVASION AND THE RISE OF THE
TALIBAN. [T OFFERS A POWERFUL CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL BACKDROP AGAINST
WHICH THE US INVOLVEMENT LATER UNFOLDED. THE STORY HIGHLIGHTS THE RESILIENCE
AND SUFFERING OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE.

8.

CHILDREN OF THE T ALIBAN

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPELLING LOOK AT THE LIVES OF CHILDREN GROWING UP IN
AFGHANISTAN UNDER T ALIBAN RULE AND IN THE AFTERMATH OF THEIR INITIAL OUSTER.

L AUREN HILLENBRAND'S REPORTING ILLUMINATES THE IMPACT OF POLITICAL INSTABILITY
AND EXTREMISM ON THE YOUNGER GENERATION. |T UNDERSCORES THE LONG-TERM SOCIAL
AND CULTURAL RAMIFICATIONS THAT US POLICIES HAVE HAD TO NAVIGATE.

9.

W/ AR AND PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN: FROM THE SOVIET INVASION TO THE U.S.
\W/ITHDRAWAL

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF AFGHANISTAN'S
TUMULTUOUS RECENT PAST, TRACING THE IMPACT OF VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL
INTERVENTIONS, INCLUDING THE SOVIET OCCUPATION AND THE PROLONGED US
PRESENCE. |IT EXAMINES THE COMPLEX GEOPOLITICAL FACTORS AND THE INTERNAL
DYNAMICS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE COUNTRY. THE WORK OFFERS A BROAD OVERVIEW
OF THE CHALLENGES AND FAILURES OF NATION-BUILDING EFFORTS.
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