AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE

THE COMPLEX AND OFTEN TUMULTUOUS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN A DEFINING
FEATURE OF THE 2 1ST CENTURY, WITH THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE PROFOUNDLY SHAPING BOTH NATIONS AND THE
BROADER GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE. FROM INITIAL MILITARY INTERVENTIONS AIMED AT DISMANTLING TERRORIST NETWORKS TO
SUBSEQUENT NATION-BUILDING EFFORTS AND EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL, THE US HAS EXERTED CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE OVER
AFGHANISTAN'S POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL TRAJECTORY FOR OVER TWO DECADES. UNDERSTANDING THE
MULTIFACETED NATURE OF THIS AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IS CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE REGION
AND THE ENDURING LEGACY OF AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THE
VARIOUS DIMENSIONS OF US INFLUENCE, THE EVOLVING DYNAMICS OF THIS RELATIONSHIP, AND THE LASTING IMPACTS ON
AFGHANISTAN'S DEVELOPMENT AND STABILITY.
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HisTorICAL CONTEXT oF US INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN

THE ROOTS OF US INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN PREDATE THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, THOUGH THE SCALE AND
NATURE OF ENGAGEMENT DRAMATICALLY CHANGED THEREAFTER. IN THE 1980S, DURING THE SOVIET-AFGHAN W AR, THE UNITED
STATES, THROUGH COVERT OPERATIONS, SUPPORTED THE AFGHAN MUJAHIDEEN RESISTANCE AGAINST THE SOVIET OCCUPATION.
THIS INDIRECT INVOLVEMENT AIMED TO COUNTER SOVIET EXPANSIONISM AND REPRESENTED AN EARLY, ALBEIT DIFFERENT, FORM
OF US INFLUENCE IN THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, FOLLOWING THE SOVIET WITHDRAWAL AND THE SUBSEQUENT AFGHAN CIVIL
WAR, US ATTENTION LARGELY SHIFTED AWAY FROM AFGHANISTAN UNTIL THE RISE OF AL-(QQAEDA AND ITS SHELTERING BY THE
TALIBAN REGIME.

THE INITIAL INTERVENTION AND THE W AR ON TERROR

THe SEPTEMBER 1 1TH ATTACKS IN 20071 SERVED AS THE IMMEDIATE CATALYST FOR DIRECT AND SUBSTANTIAL US



INTERVENTION IN AFGHANISTAN. THE STATED OBJECTIVE WAS TO DISMANTLE AL‘QAEDA AND REMOVE THE T ALIBAN FROM
POWER FOR HARBORING THEM. THIS INITIAL PHASE SAW SWIFT MILITARY SUCCESS, WITH THE US-LED COALITION OUSTING THE
TALIBAN GOVERNMENT. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THIS PERIOD WAS PRIMARILY MILITARY, CHARACTERIZED BY A
STRONG PRESENCE OF UUS FORCES AND A FOCUS ON COUNTER-TERRORISM OPERATIONS. THE SUBSEQUENT YEARS WERE MARKED
BY AN EXTENDED INSURGENCY AND THE GROWING COMPLEXITY OF THE MISSION, WHICH EVOLVED TO INCLUDE NATION-BUILDING
ALONGSIDE COUNTER-TERRORISM.

THe TALIBAN OUSTER AND EARLY US STRATEGY

FOLLOWING THE 9/ 11 ATTACKS, THE US GOVERNMENT, UNDER PRESIDENT GEORGE \W. BUSH, ISSUED AN ULTIMATUM TO THE
TALIBAN REGIME TO HAND OVER OSAMA BIN LADEN. UPON THEIR REFUSAL, OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM COMMENCED IN
OcToer 2001. THe INITIAL US STRATEGY PRIORITIZED MILITARY ACTION TO DISMANTLE AL-QAEDA AND OVERTHROW THE
TALIBAN. THIS RAPID MILITARY INTERVENTION EFFECTIVELY ENDED THE T ALIBAN'S RULE, BUT IT DID NOT ERADICATE THEIR
INFLUENCE OR THE UNDERLYING ISSUES THAT HAD PLAGUED AFGHANISTAN FOR DECADES. THE EARLY SUCCESS LED TO A PERIOD
OF OPTIMISM, BUT THE LONG-TERM CHALLENGES WERE QUICKLY BECOMING APPARENT, SETTING THE STAGE FOR A PROLONGED
PERIOD OF US ENGAGEMENT.

CoUNTER-TERRORISM OPERATIONS AND THE INSURGENCY

EVEN AFTER THE INITIAL MILITARY VICTORY, COUNTER-TERRORISM REMAINED A CENTRAL PILLAR OF US sTrATEGY. US FORCES,
ALONGSIDE NATO ALLIES, ENGAGED IN CONTINUOUS OPERATIONS AGAINST REMAINING AL‘QAEDA ELEMENTS AND, INCREASINGLY,
AGAINST A RESURGENT T ALIBAN INSURGENCY. THE NATURE OF THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THIS PHASE WAS
CHARACTERIZED BY KINETIC OPERATIONS, DRONE STRIKES, AND INTELLIGENCE GATHERING AIMED AT DISRUPTING MILITANT

NET\W ORKS. HO\X/EVER, THE PERSISTENT INSURGENCY PROVED TO BE A FORMIDABLE CHALLENGE, REQUIRING A SUSTAINED
MILITARY COMMITMENT AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE LONG-TERM NATURE OF THE US PRESENCE.

NATION-BUILDING AND STATE-BUILDING EFFORTS

BEYOND MILITARY OBJECTIVES, THE US ALSO INVESTED HEAVILY IN NATION-BUILDING AND STATE-BUILDING INITIATIVES IN
AFGHANISTAN. THE AIM WAS TO ESTABLISH A STABLE, DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT THAT COULD EFFECTIVELY GOVERN THE
COUNTRY AND PREVENT IT FROM BECOMING A HAVEN FOR TERRORISTS AGAIN. THIS INVOLVED SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS IN
DEVELOPING AFGHAN SECURITY FORCES, PROMOTING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, AND FOSTERING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE
AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THIS DOMAIN WAS BROAD, ENCOMPASSING POLITICAL ADVICE, CAPACITY BUILDING, AND THE
ALLOCATION OF SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL RESOURCES.

DevELOPING AFGHAN SECURITY Forces (ANSF)

A CORNERSTONE OF THE US NATION-BUILDING STRATEGY WAS THE CREATION AND TRAINING OF THE AFGHAN NATIONAL
SecURITY Forces (ANSF), coMprisING THE AFGHAN NATIONAL ArMY (ANA) AND AFGHAN NATIONAL PoLice (ANP). THe
OBJECTIVE WAS TO BUILD A PROFESSIONAL AND CAPABLE FORCE THAT COULD EVENTUALLY ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR
AFGHANISTAN'S SECURITY. THE US PROVIDED EXTENSIVE TRAINING, EQUIPMENT, AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE ANSF.
HoWEVER, THE PROGRESS WAS OFTEN HAMPERED BY CORRUPTION, ATTRITION RATES, AND THE ONGOING INSURGENCY, WHICH
DIRECTLY IMPACTED THE EFFECTIVENESS AND SUSTAINABILITY OF THIS US INFLUENCE.

PROMOTING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNANCE

THE US ACTIVELY SUPPORTED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN, INCLUDING THE DRAFTING
OF A NEW CONSTITUTION, HOLDING PRESIDENTIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, AND SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
CIVIL SERVICE. THE GOAL WAS TO FOSTER A GOVERNMENT THAT WAS REPRESENTATIVE, ACCOUNTABLE, AND CAPABLE OF
DELIVERING SERVICES TO ITS CITIZENS. THIS ASPECT OF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE INVOLVED CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL



ENGAGEMENT, CAPACITY BUILDING FOR AFGHAN OFFICIALS, AND THE PROMOTION OF GOOD GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLES. DESPITE
INITIAL SUCCESSES, CHALLENGES SUCH AS CORRUPTION AND POLITICAL INSTABILITY PERSISTED, AFFECTING THE LONG-TERM
VIABILITY OF THESE REFORMS.

EconomMic AND DEVELOPMENT AID

ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT AID CONSTITUTED A SIGNIFICANT COMPONENT OF THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE. THE UNITED
STATES, ALONG WITH INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS, POURED BILLIONS OF DOLLARS INTO AFGHANISTAN FOR RECONSTRUCTION,
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE. THIS AID AIMED TO IMPROVE THE
LIVING STANDARDS OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE, CREATE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, AND BUILD A FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH. THE IMPACT OF THIS AID WAS SUBSTANTIAL, THOUGH OFTEN DEBATED IN TERMS OF ITS EFFECTIVENESS AND
SUSTAINABILITY.

RECONSTRUCTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

US-FUNDED PROJECTS FOCUSED ON REBUILDING ESSENTIAL INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING ROADS, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, AND
POWER GENERATION FACILITIES. THESE INITIATIVES WERE CRITICAL FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND IMPROVING THE DAILY LIVES
OF AFGHANS. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE WAS VISIBLE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW FACILITIES AND THE
REHABILITATION OF EXISTING ONES. HO\X/EVER, SECURITY CONCERNS AND CORRUPTION SOMETIMES HAMPERED THE TIMELY AND
EFFICIENT COMPLETION OF THESE PROJECTS, IMPACTING THEIR OVERALL SUCCESS AND REACH.

EbucATION AND HEALTHCARE INITIATIVES

SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS WERE MADE IN AFGHANISTAN'S EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE SECTORS. THE US SUPPORTED THE
EXPANSION OF SCHOOL ENROLLMENT, PARTICULARLY FOR GIRLS, AND THE IMPROVEMENT OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES. THESE
PROGRAMS AIMED TO ADDRESS CRITICAL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT NEEDS AND LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR A HEALTHIER AND MORE
EDUCATED POPULACE. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE HERE AIMED TO FOSTER LONG-TERM SOCIETAL DEVELOPMENT BY
EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS AND BUILDING NATIONAL CAPACITY.

SECURITY AND MILITARY INFLUENCE

THE MILITARY ASPECT OF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE WAS ARGUABLY THE MOST PROMINENT AND ENDURING. FOR TwWO
DECADES, US TROOPS WERE A DOMINANT PRESENCE IN THE COUNTRY, ENGAGED IN DIRECT COMBAT, TRAINING, AND ADVISING
AFGHAN SECURITY FORCES. THIS MILITARY POSTURE SHAPED THE SECURITY ENVIRONMENT AND HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS
FOR THE AFGHAN POPULATION AND THE COUNTRY'S SOVEREIGNTY.

US Troor PrReseNce AND CoMBAT OPERATIONS

AT ITS PEAK, THE US TROOP PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN NUMBERED OVER 100,000. US FORCES CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE
COMBAT OPERATIONS AGAINST INSURGENT GROUPS, ENGAGED IN PATROLS, AND MAINTAINED SECURITY IN VARIOUS REGIONS. THE
AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE WAS MOST ACUTELY FELT THROUGH THE VISIBLE PRESENCE OF ITS MILITARY, WHICH DIRECTLY
IMPACTED THE SECURITY LANDSCAPE AND THE DAILY LIVES OF MANY AFGHANS. THE NATURE OF THESE OPERATIONS, WHILE
AIMED AT ACHIEVING SECURITY OBJECTIVES, ALSO LED TO CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AND CONTRIBUTED TO ANTI-AMERICAN
SENTIMENT IN SOME AREAS.



TRAINING AND ADVISING AFGHAN FORCES

A CRUCIAL PART OF THE US MILITARY STRATEGY WAS THE TRAINING AND ADVISING OF THE ANSF. US MILITARY PERSONNEL
\WORKED CLOSELY WITH THEIR AFGHAN COUNTERPARTS TO ENHANCE THEIR CAPABILITIES IN COMBAT, LOGISTICS, INTELLIGENCE,
AND LEADERSHIP. THIS SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP WAS INTENDED TO BUILD AFGHAN SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN SECURITY MATTERS. THE
AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THIS REGARD WAS ABOUT TRANSFERRING SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE, AIMING FOR A HANDOVER OF
RESPONSIBILITY, THOUGH THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS TRANSFER WAS A CONSTANT POINT OF EVALUATION.

PoLiTICAL AND GOVERNANCE REFORMS

THE US ACTIVELY PUSHED FOR POLITICAL AND GOVERNANCE REFORMS IN AFGHANISTAN, BELIEVING THAT A STRONG, LEGITIMATE
GOVERNMENT WAS ESSENTIAL FOR LONG-TERM STABILITY. THIS INVOLVED SUPPORTING CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT,
ELECTORAL PROCESSES, AND ANTI-CORRUPTION EFFORTS. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE WAS
AIMED AT CREATING A FUNCTIONAL DEMOCRACY THAT COULD GAIN THE TRUST AND SUPPORT OF ITS CITIZENS.

CoNsTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND ELECTIONS

THe US PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SUPPORTING THE DRAFTING AND RATIFICATION OF AFGHANISTAN'S POST-T ALIBAN
CONSTITUTION IN 2004. SUBSEQUENT ELECTIONS, INCLUDING PRESIDENTIAL AND PARLIAMENTARY POLLS, WERE ALSO
SUPPORTED BY THE US. THESE PROCESSES WERE INTENDED TO LEGITIMIZE THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT AND PROVIDE A FRAMEW ORK
FOR POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN FACILITATING THESE FOUNDATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC STEPS, ALTHOUGH THE INTEGRITY AND FAIRNESS OF SUBSEQUENT ELECTIONS REMAINED A RECURRING CONCERN.

ANTI-CORRUPTION EFFORTS AND RULE OF LAW

COMBATING CORRUPTION WAS IDENTIFIED AS A CRITICAL CHALLENGE BY THE US/ AS IT UNDERMINED GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC
TRUST. EFFORTS WERE MADE TO STRENGTHEN AFGHANISTANISJUDICIAL SYSTEM, PROMOTE TRANSPARENCY, AND IMPLEMENT
ANTI-CORRUPTION MEASURES. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE AIMED TO ESTABLISH THE RULE OF LAW AND CREATE A MORE
ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNMENT, BUT THE PERVASIVE NATURE OF CORRUPTION PROVED TO BE A PERSISTENT OBSTACLE.

CuLTURAL AND SocliAL IMPACTS oF US INFLUENCE

THE PROLONGED US PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN INEVITABLY BROUGHT ABOUT CULTURAL AND SOCIAL SHIFTS. EXPOSURE TO
W/ESTERN IDEAS, MEDIA, AND LIFESTYLES, ALONGSIDE DIRECT INTERACTIONS WITH us PERSONNEL, HAD A DISCERNIBLE IMPACT
ON AFGHAN SOCIETY, PARTICULARLY AMONG YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

ExPosuUre To WESTERN MEDIA AND IDEAS

THE AVAILABILITY OF WESTERN MEDIA, INCLUDING TELEVISION, MUSIC, AND THE INTERNET, INTRODUCED NEW IDEAS AND
PERSPECTIVES INTO AFGHAN SOCIETY. THIS EXPOSURE CONTRIBUTED TO CHANGING SOCIAL NORMS AND ASPIRATIONS,
ESPECIALLY IN URBAN AREAS. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE WAS SUBTLY FELT THROUGH THESE CULTURAL EXCHANGES,
FOSTERING DISCUSSIONS ON TOPICS RANGING FROM INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS TO SOCIETAL MODERNIZATION.

IMPACT ON EDUCATION AND \WOMEN'S RIGHTS

ONE OF THE MOST NOTABLE SOCIAL IMPACTS OF US INFLUENCE WAS THE SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN GIRLS' ACCESS TO
EDUCATION AND THE PROMOTION OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS. THE US ACTIVELY SUPPORTED INITIATIVES TO EMPOWER WOMEN AND



INCREASE THEIR PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC LIFE. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THIS AREA WAS A POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT
FOR MANY AFGHAN WOMEN AND GIRLS, PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES THAT WERE PREVIOUSLY NONEXISTENT UNDER THE TALIBAN.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS OF US INFLUENCE

DESPITE THE CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS AND RESOURCES INVESTED, THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE FACED NUMEROUS
CHALLENGES AND DREW SIGNIFICANT CRITICISM. ISSUES SUCH AS THE PROTRACTED NATURE OF THE CONFLICT, PERSISTENT
CORRUPTION, CIVILIAN CASUALTIES, AND THE LACK OF A CLEAR EXIT STRATEGY LED TO QUESTIONING THE EFFECTIVENESS AND
SUSTAINABILITY ofF US PoLICIES.

THe ProBLEM oF CORRUPTION

CORRUPTION BECAME A PERVASIVE PROBLEM IN AFGHANISTAN, SIPHONING OFF AID, UNDERMINING GOVERNANCE, AND ERODING
PUBLIC TRUST. CRITICS ARGUED THAT US POLICIES DID NOT ADEQUATELY ADDRESS CORRUPTION, AND IN SOME INSTANCES,
INADVERTENTLY EXACERBATED IT THROUGH THE INFLUX OF LARGE SUMS OF MONEY. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE WAS
OFTEN CRITICIZED FOR FAILING TO CURB THIS ENDEMIC ISSUE, WHICH HAMPERED DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENED THE TALIBAN.

CiviLiaN CAsUALTIES AND CIVILIAN HARM

MILITARY OPERATIONS, INCLUDING AIRSTRIKES AND GROUND ENGAGEMENTS, UNFORTUNATELY RESULTED IN CIVILIAN CASUALTIES.
THESE TRAGIC INCIDENTS FUELED RESENTMENT AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE INSURGENCY. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN THIS
CONTEXT WAS SEEN BY SOME AS CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUFFERING OF THE AFGHAN POPULATION, EVEN AS ITS PRIMARY AIM
WAS TO PROVIDE SECURITY.

THe “NATION-BUILDING” DEBATE

THE VERY CONCEPT OF NATION-BUILDING IN A COMPLEX AND WAR-TORN SOCIETY LIKE AFGHANISTAN WAS A SUBJECT OF
INTENSE DEBATE. CRITICS ARGUED THAT IMPOSING FOREIGN MODELS OF GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT WAS UNSUSTAINABLE
AND DID NOT ACCOUNT FOR THE UNIQUE SOCIO-POLITICAL REALITIES OF THE COUNTRY. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE IN
TRYING TO SHAPE AFGHANISTAN'S FUTURE WAS A MONUMENTAL UNDERTAKING WITH MIXED RESULTS.

THE SHIFTING DYNAMICS OF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE

OVER THE TWO DECADES OF ENGAGEMENT, THE DYNAMICS OF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT SHIFTS.
FROM A PURELY MILITARY FOCUS INITIALLY, IT EVOLVED TO ENCOMPASS A BROADER RANGE OF NATION-BUILDING ACTIVITIES.
LATER, AS THE US SOUGHT TO TRANSITION RESPONSIBILITY TO AFGHAN FORCES, THE NATURE OF ITS INFLUENCE ADAPTED.

FROM INTERVENTION TO TRANSITION

AS THE WAR CONTINUED, THE US GRADUALLY SHIFTED ITS STRATEGY FROM DIRECT COMBAT TO TRAINING AND ADVISING
AFGHAN FORCES. THIS “ AFGHANIZATION” POLICY AIMED TO EMPOWER AFGHAN SECURITY INSTITUTIONS TO EVENTUALLY TAKE
THE LEAD. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE BEGAN TO MOVE FROM BEING THE PRIMARY ACTOR TO A SUPPORTING ROLE,
FOCUSING ON CAPACITY BUILDING AND MENTORSHIP.



THE RoLE oF NATO AND INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

THe US DID NOT ACT ALONE IN AFGHANISTAN. NATO AND VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS CONTRIBUTED TROOPS,
RESOURCES, AND EXPERTISE, FORMING A COALITION TO SUPPORT AFGHANISTAN. THIS MULTILATERAL APPROACH REPRESENTED A
BROADER BASE OF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE, ALTHOUGH THE US REMAINED THE DOMINANT FORCE IN TERMS OF MILITARY AND
FINANCIAL COMMITMENT.

THe US WITHDRAWAL AND ITS RAMIFICATIONS

THE EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS IN AUGUST 202 1 MARKED A PIVOTAL MOMENT, PROFOUNDLY ALTERING THE
AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE. THE RAPID COLLAPSE OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT AND THE SWIFT RETURN OF THE T ALIBAN TO
POWER HAD IMMEDIATE AND FAR-REACHING CONSEQUENCES.

THE AugusT 2021 WITHDRAWAL

THE DECISION BY PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN TO WITHDRAW ALL US TROOPS BY AUGUST 31, 2021, LED TO A CHAOTIC AND RAPID
END TO AMERICA'S LONGEST WAR. THE WITHDRAWAL WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE SWIFT TAKEOVER OF THE COUNTRY BY THE
TALIBAN, LEAVING BEHIND A NATION FACING IMMENSE HUMANITARIAN AND ECONOMIC CHALLENGES. THE AFGHANISTAN US
INFLUENCE IN THE SECURITY AND POLITICAL DOMAIN EFFECTIVELY ENDED WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF ITS MILITARY.

CONSEQUENCES FOR AFGHANISTAN

THE WITHDRAWAL HAD DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES FOR AFGHANISTAN. THE TALIBAN'S RETURN TO POWER LED TO A
ROLLBACK OF MANY OF THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL GAINS MADE OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS. THE COUNTRY ALSO FACES A SEVERE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS, EXACERBATED BY ECONOMIC
SANCTIONS AND THE FROZEN ASSETS OF THE AFGHAN CENTRAL BANK. THE ABSENCE OF DIRECT AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE HAS
LEFT A SIGNIFICANT VOID.

THe FUTURE oF US INFLUENCE AND ENGAGEMENT

\W/HILE DIRECT MILITARY AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE HAS DIMINISHED, THE US CONTINUES TO ENGAGE WITH AFGHANISTAN
THROUGH HUMANITARIAN AID AND DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS, ALBEIT UNDER VASTLY DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. THE NATURE OF
FUTURE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE REMAINS A SUBJECT OF ONGOING DEBATE AND EVOLVING POLICY.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DIPLOMACY

THE US REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT PROVIDER OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO AFGHANISTAN, AIMING TO ALLEVIATE THE
SUFFERING OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE. DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT CONTINUES, THOUGH IT IS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON ISSUES SUCH AS
COUNTER-TERRORISM, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND REGIONAL STABILITY. THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE NOW OPERATES IN A
HUMANITARIAN AND DIPLOMATIC FRAMEWORK RATHER THAN A MILITARY ONE.

PoTENTIAL FOR CONTINUED ENGAGEMENT

THE EXTENT AND NATURE OF FUTURE US ENGAGEMENT WILL LIKELY DEPEND ON VARIOUS FACTORS, INCLUDING THE TALIBAN'S
ACTIONS, REGIONAL DYNAMICS, AND EVOLVING US FOREIGN POLICY PRIORITIES. THE LEGACY OF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE
WILL CONTINUE TO BE DEBATED AND ANALYZED AS THE COUNTRY NAVIGATES ITS CURRENT REALITY.



ConNcrusioN:; THe ENDURING LEGACY oF AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE

THE AFGHANISTAN US INFLUENCE OVER TWO DECADES HAS BEEN A PROFOUND AND TRANSFORMATIVE FORCE, SHAPING THE
NATION'S POLITICAL LANDSCAPE, SECURITY, ECONOMY, AND SOCIETY. W/HILE THE INITIAL AIMS OF COMBATING TERRORISM AND
FOSTERING DEMOCRACY LED TO SIGNIFICANT INTERVENTIONS, THE OUTCOMES HAVE BEEN COMPLEX AND OFTEN DEBATED. THE
WITHDRAWAL OF US FORCES MARKED A DRAMATIC SHIFT, BUT THE LEGACY OF AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT, WITH ITS SUCCESSES,
FAILURES, AND ENDURING IMPACTS, CONTINUES TO RESONATE. (UNDERSTANDING THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF AFGHANISTAN
US INFLUENCE IS ESSENTIAL FOR COMPREHENDING THE ONGOING CHALLENGES AND FUTURE TRAJECTORY OF AFGHANISTAN.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATE OF U.S. INFLUENCE IN AFGHANISTAN FOLLOWING THE
WITHDRAWAL?

FoLLowING THE U.S. TROOP WITHDRAWAL IN AUGUST 202 1, DIRECT MILITARY AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE HAS SIGNIFICANTLY
DIMINISHED. THE U.S. NOW PRIMARILY ENGAGES THROUGH HUMANITARIAN AID, COUNTER-TERRORISM CONCERNS, AND DIPLOMATIC
CHANNELS, WHILE THE T ALIBAN GOVERNMENT HOLDS DE FACTO CONTROL.

How 1s THE U.S. ATTEMPTING TO MAINTAIN SOME LEVEL OF INFLUENCE OR ENGAGEMENT
IN AFGHANISTAN WITHOUT TROOPS ON THE GROUND?

THE U.S. IS FOCUSING ON MAINTAINING INFLUENCE THROUGH HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, ECONOMIC SUPPORT CONDITIONAL ON
GOOD GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS, AND ENGAGING WITH REGIONAL PARTNERS TO ENCOURAGE STABILITY AND DETER
TERRORISM. DIPLOMATIC PRESENCE, THOUGH LIMITED, ALSO PLAYS A ROLE.

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY U.S. FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES CONCERNING AFGHANISTAN
IN THE POST-WITHDRAWAL ERA?P

KEY OBJECTIVES INCLUDE PREVENTING AFGHANISTAN FROM BECOMING A SAFE HAVEN FOR TERRORIST GROUPS THAT THREATEN
THE U.S. AND ITS ALLIES, PROVIDING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE AFGHAN PEOPLE, AND ADVOCATING FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS.

How HAS THE TALIBAN'S GOVERNANCE IMPACTED U.S. INFLUENCE AND ITS ABILITY TO
ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVES?

THe TALIBAN'S GOVERNANCE, PARTICULARLY ITS POLICIES ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND ITS HISTORICAL TIES TO CERTAIN
EXTREMIST GROUPS, POSES SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES TO U.S. INFLUENCE. THESE POLICIES COMPLICATE DIPLOMATIC
RECOGNITION AND THE DELIVERY OF CERTAIN TYPES OF AID, MAKING IT HARDER FOR THE U.S. TO ACHIEVE ITS DESIRED
OUTCOMES.

\WHAT ROLE DO REGIONAL POWERS PLAY IN SHAPING U.S. INFLUENCE OR LACK THEREOF
IN AFGHANISTAN?

REGIONAL POWERS SUCH AS PAKISTAN, |RAN, CHINA, AND RUSSIA ARE INCREASINGLY INFLUENTIAL IN AFGHANISTAN. THEIR

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE TALIBAN, ECONOMIC TIES, AND SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS CAN EITHER SUPPORT OR UNDERMINE u.s.
OBJECTIVES AND ITS ABILITY TO EXERT INFLUENCE IN THE COUNTRY.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HerRE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO AFGHANISTAN AND US INFLUENCE, WITH DESCRIPTIONS:

1. GHosT W ARs: THE SECRET HisTorY of THE CIA, AFGHANISTAN, AND BIN LADEN, FROM THE SOVIET INVASION TO
SepTemeer 10, 2001

THIS FOUNDATIONAL WORK METICULOUSLY DETAILS THE CIA’S LONG AND OFTEN CLANDESTINE INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN,
TRACING THE ROOTS OF THE CONFLICT BACK TO THE SOVIET INVASION. |T EXPLORES THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF INTELLIGENCE
OPERATIONS, PROXY WARS, AND THE RISE OF FIGURES LIKE OSAMA BIN LADEN. THE BOOK REVEALS HOW EARLY US DECISIONS
AND ACTIONS INADVERTENTLY SET THE STAGE FOR FUTURE CHALLENGES IN THE REGION. |T'S AN ESSENTIAL READ FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE PRE-9/ 11 LANDSCAPE.

2. THe LooMING Tower: AL-QAEDA AND THE RoAD To 9/11

W/HILE NOT EXCLUSIVELY ABOUT AFGHANISTAN, THIS PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING BOOK PROVIDES CRUCIAL CONTEXT BY
CHRONICLING THE ORIGINS AND EVOLUTION OF AL-(QAEDA, A GROUP DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH THE AFGHAN STRUGGLE. |T
EXAMINES THE IDEOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF THE ORGANIZATION AND THE KEY FIGURES WHO SHAPED ITS TRAJECTORY, MANY
OF WHOM WERE FORGED IN THE CRUCIBLE OF THE AFGHAN-SOVIET WAR. THE NARRATIVE POWERFULLY ILLUSTRATES HOW
EVENTS IN AFGHANISTAN CREATED A BREEDING GROUND FOR GLOBAL JIHADIST MOVEMENTS.

3. DESCENT INTO CHAOS: THE US AND THE DISASTER IN AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ, AND PAKISTAN

THIS CRITICAL EXAMINATION OFFERS A SWEEPING OVERVIEW OF US FOREIGN POLICY IN THE POST-9/ 11 ERA, FOCUSING ON THE
DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES OF INTERVENTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN, [RAQ, AND PAKISTAN. |T ARGUES THAT A LACK OF
UNDERSTANDING OF LOCAL DYNAMICS, COUPLED WITH FLAWED STRATEGIES, LED TO PROLONGED INSTABILITY AND THE
STRENGTHENING OF EXTREMIST ELEMENTS. THE AUTHOR PROVIDES A SHARP CRITIQUE OF THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES AND
THEIR DEVASTATING HUMAN AND POLITICAL COSTS.

4. THe KITE RUNNER

THOUGH A NOVEL, THIS CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED WORK OFFERS A POIGNANT AND DEEPLY PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE ON AFGHAN
SOCIETY AND HISTORY, INCLUDING THE IMPACT OF SOVIET INVASION AND THE RISE OF THE T ALIBAN. THROUGH THE INTERTWINED
LIVES OF AMIR AND HASSAN, IT VIVIDLY PORTRAYS THE CULTURAL AND POLITICAL UPHEAVALS THAT SHAPED THE NATION. THE
STORY POWERFULLY ILLUSTRATES THE HUMAN COST OF CONFLICT AND FOREIGN INTERVENTION ON ORDINARY LIVES.

5. AN AMERICAN LIFE: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN AFGHAN REFUGEE

THIS MEMOIR OFFERS A FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF THE DEVASTATING IMPACT OF WAR AND POLITICAL INSTABILITY ON
INDIVIDUALS FORCED TO FLEE THEIR HOMELAND. |T DETAILS THE ARDUOUS JOURNEY OF AN AFGHAN REFUGEE SEEKING A NEW LIFE,
HIGHLIGHTING THE CHALLENGES OF DISPLACEMENT AND INTEGRATION. THE BOOK SERVES AS A HUMANIZING COUNTERPOINT TO
BROADER GEOPOLITICAL ANALYSES, EMPHASIZING THE PERSONAL STORIES BEHIND THE HEADLINES.

6. THE AFGHANISTAN PAPERS: A SECRET HISTORY OF THE W AR

BASED ON LEAKED DOCUMENTS AND EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS, THIS INVESTIGATIVE REPORT REVEALS A STARKLY DIFFERENT
PICTURE OF THE US WAR IN AFGHANISTAN THAN WHAT WAS PUBLICLY PRESENTED. |T EXPOSES HOW US OFFICIALS
ACKNOWLEDGED FUNDAMENTAL FAILURES IN STRATEGY, QUESTIONED THE FEASIBILITY OF NATION-BUILDING, AND REPEATEDLY
MISLED THE PUBLIC ABOUT PROGRESS. THE BOOK PROVIDES A DAMNING INDICTMENT OF DECADES OF MISMANAGEMENT AND
MISDIRECTION.

7. MissioN Creep: THE MILITARIZATION oF US ForeigN PoLicy

THIS ANALYTICAL WORK EXPLORES HOW US FOREIGN POLICY HAS INCREASINGLY RELIED ON MILITARY SOLUTIONS, OFTEN
LEADING TO UNINTENDED AND NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES. |T USES THE AFGHANISTAN WAR AS A KEY CASE STUDY TO ILLUSTRATE
THE DANGERS OF ESCALATING MILITARY INVOLVEMENT WITHOUT CLEAR OBJECTIVES OR EXIT STRATEGIES. THE BOOK ARGUES
FOR A MORE DIPLOMATIC AND NUANCED APPROACH TO INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT.

8. THE END oF THE FoX: AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN, AND THE FATE OF THE W/ ORLD

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A GEOPOLITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN, AND
THEIR PROFOUND IMPACT ON GLOBAL SECURITY. |T EXAMINES THE INTRICATE WEB OF ALLIANCES, RIVALRIES, AND PROXY
CONFLICTS THAT HAVE DEFINED THE REGION FOR DECADES, WITH SIGNIFICANT US INVOLVEMENT. THE AUTHOR ARGUES THAT
UNDERSTANDING THIS DYNAMIC IS CRUCIAL FOR NAVIGATING FUTURE INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGES.

9. KaBUL BEAUTY ScHooL: ONE WOMAN’'S RISE To THE CHALLENGE OF AFGHANISTAN
THIS MEMOIR OFFERS AN INSPIRING ACCOUNT OF AN AMERICAN WOMAN WHO ESTABLISHES A BEAUTY SCHoOOL IN KABUL



FOLLOWING THE FALL OF THE T ALIBAN. IT DETAILS THE CHALLENGES AND TRIUMPHS OF HER WORK, HIGHLIGHTING THE RESILIENCE
OF AFGHAN WOMEN AND THE SLOW PROCESS OF REBUILDING SOCIETY. THE BOOK SHOWCASES THE POTENTIAL FOR POSITIVE
IMPACT AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE, EVEN AMIDST LINGERING DIFFICULTIES.
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