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The Communist Manifesto, a foundational text of Marxism, offers a radical critique of
historical and economic systems, profoundly influencing political thought and revolutionary
movements. At its core, the Manifesto dissects the concept of government through the lens
of class struggle, a central tenet of communist ideology. Understanding the relationship
between the communist manifesto and government class requires delving into its analysis
of historical materialism, the rise and fall of societal structures, and the envisioned
stateless communist society. This article will explore the Manifesto's perspective on
government, its role in the class struggle, and the implications of its theories for
understanding power dynamics and societal organization. We will examine how the
Manifesto views the state as an instrument of the ruling class and how its proposals aim to
dismantle this apparatus to achieve a classless society.
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Understanding the Communist Manifesto's Core
Tenets

The Communist Manifesto, penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, provides a sweeping
historical and economic analysis that centers on the perpetual conflict between social
classes. This seminal work argues that the history of all hitherto existing society is the
history of class struggles. It posits that societal development is driven by the contradictions
inherent in the mode of production, leading to the emergence and eventual supersession of
different class structures. The Manifesto meticulously outlines the rise of capitalism from
the ruins of feudalism, highlighting the revolutionary role played by the bourgeoisie in
transforming production and society. However, it also identifies the inherent contradictions
within capitalism that inevitably give rise to its grappler, the proletariat, or the working
class. This dialectical progression, from feudalism to capitalism and toward communism, is



a cornerstone of Marxist theory and informs its perspective on government and social
power.

The fundamental concept of historical materialism underpins the Manifesto's analysis. This
philosophical approach asserts that the material conditions of society—its economic base,
including the means and relations of production—are the primary determinants of its social,
political, and intellectual superstructure. Consequently, the nature of government, laws,
and ideology are seen as reflections and reinforcements of the prevailing economic system
and the interests of the dominant class. The Manifesto's critique is not merely theoretical; it
is a call to action, urging the proletariat to recognize their shared interests and to organize
to overthrow the existing capitalist order and its governmental structures.

The Bourgeoisie and the Proletariat: The
Foundation of Class Struggle

The Communist Manifesto vividly portrays the stark division of modern society into two
primary antagonistic classes: the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The bourgeoisie,
according to Marx and Engels, are the owners of the means of production – the factories,
land, and capital necessary to produce goods and services. They are the capitalist class,
whose economic power translates directly into political and social dominance. The rise of
the bourgeoisie was historically a revolutionary force, dismantling feudal structures and
ushering in an era of unprecedented industrial development and global expansion. Their
relentless pursuit of profit and expansion has, as the Manifesto argues, created a world
market and profoundly changed the relationship between people.

Conversely, the proletariat represents the vast majority of the population in a capitalist
society – those who, possessing no means of production of their own, are compelled to sell
their labor power to the bourgeoisie in order to survive. The Manifesto describes the
proletariat not just as wage laborers but as a class that has been stripped of all personal
and vocational independence, reduced to a commodity, a tool for the bourgeoisie's
accumulation of capital. The conditions of the proletariat are characterized by alienation,
exploitation, and a constant struggle for subsistence. Their interests are inherently opposed
to those of the bourgeoisie, creating the fundamental dynamic of class struggle that the
Manifesto identifies as the engine of history.

The relationship between these two classes is one of inherent conflict. The bourgeoisie
seeks to maximize profits, which often involves minimizing labor costs and intensifying
work. The proletariat, in turn, seeks better wages, improved working conditions, and
ultimately, liberation from exploitation. This antagonism is not merely economic; it
permeates all aspects of society, including the legal system, the state, and cultural norms,
all of which, in the Manifesto's view, serve to maintain the dominance of the bourgeoisie.
The very concept of a "government class" in this context refers to the individuals and
institutions that administer the state apparatus on behalf of the ruling bourgeoisie.



Government as an Instrument of Bourgeois
Domination

A central argument within the Communist Manifesto is that the government in a capitalist
society is not a neutral arbiter of justice or a representative body for all citizens. Instead, it
is depicted as a tool wielded by the ruling class, the bourgeoisie, to maintain its power and
protect its economic interests. The Manifesto famously states that "The executive of the
modern state is but a committee for managing the common affairs of the whole
bourgeoisie." This statement encapsulates the Marxist understanding of the state as an
extension of the bourgeoisie's will and a mechanism for perpetuating capitalist exploitation.

The Manifesto elaborates on how governmental institutions, such as the legal system, the
police, and the military, function to preserve the existing property relations and to suppress
any challenges from the proletariat. Laws are designed to protect private property, which is
the very foundation of bourgeois power. The state's coercive apparatus is used to quell
strikes, prevent worker uprisings, and ensure the continued flow of surplus value from the
labor of the proletariat to the capital of the bourgeoisie. Therefore, from the perspective of
the Manifesto, the government class is intrinsically linked to the bourgeoisie, comprised of
individuals who benefit from and actively uphold the capitalist system.

Furthermore, the Manifesto argues that the ideology promoted by the state and its
institutions serves to legitimize bourgeois rule and obscure the reality of class exploitation.
Ideas of national unity, individual meritocracy, and the inherent fairness of the capitalist
system are presented as universal truths, masking the underlying power imbalances. The
Manifesto suggests that these ideological constructs are part of the "superstructure," which
is shaped by the economic "base," and serve to maintain the status quo. By understanding
government as an instrument of class oppression, the Manifesto aims to awaken the
proletariat to the need for a revolutionary transformation.

The Role of the State in the Transition to
Communism

The Communist Manifesto does not advocate for the immediate abolition of the state upon
the success of a proletarian revolution. Instead, it outlines a transitional phase, often
referred to as the "dictatorship of the proletariat," during which the state would be utilized
by the working class to dismantle the vestiges of capitalism and establish a communist
society. This transitional state, according to the Manifesto, would be a new form of
government, representing the interests of the vast majority – the proletariat – rather than
the minority bourgeoisie.

The Manifesto proposes a series of measures that the proletariat would implement through
this revolutionary government. These measures are designed to centralize the means of
production and to undermine the economic power of the bourgeoisie. While not providing
an exhaustive list, the Manifesto does offer several key examples of such policies:



Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all right of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralization of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank with
State capital and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the State.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing
into cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in
accordance with a common plan.

Equal obligation of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for
agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the
distinction between town and country, by a more equable distribution of the
population over the country.

Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children’s factory labour
in its present form. Combination of education with industrial production, &c.

These measures are intended to transition society away from private ownership and
towards collective control of the means of production. The state, in this transitional period,
would act as the instrument for enacting these fundamental economic and social changes.
It would suppress counter-revolutionary efforts by the bourgeoisie and reorganize society
along socialist principles, paving the way for the eventual withering away of the state itself.

Envisioning a Stateless Communist Society

The ultimate goal articulated in the Communist Manifesto is the establishment of a
classless, communist society, characterized by the abolition of the state. Marx and Engels
argued that once the class antagonisms have been eradicated, and the means of
production are owned and controlled by the community as a whole, the need for a coercive
state apparatus will disappear. The state, understood as an instrument of class oppression,
will cease to exist because there will be no classes to oppress or to be oppressed.

In this future communist society, the functions currently performed by the state –
administration, regulation, and the maintenance of order – would be carried out by the
community itself. The Manifesto envisions a society where individuals are no longer
alienated from their labor and from each other, and where production is organized to meet
the needs of all, rather than for the profit of a few. The principle guiding this society is



famously summarized as "From each according to his ability, to each according to his
needs."

The absence of a government class in this envisioned society signifies a radical departure
from all previous forms of social organization. It implies a radical democratization of social
life, where decision-making power resides directly with the people. The Manifesto
anticipates that as the historical forces driving class struggle are overcome, so too will the
political institutions that arose from and sustained those struggles become obsolete. This
stateless communist society represents the final stage of historical development, a utopia
of human liberation and self-governance, free from exploitation and coercion.

Critiques and Enduring Relevance of the
Manifesto's Government Class Theories

The theories presented in the Communist Manifesto regarding government and class have
been subject to extensive critique and debate since their publication. One of the primary
criticisms revolves around the feasibility and desirability of a stateless society. Critics often
question how order and coordination would be maintained without a centralized authority,
raising concerns about potential anarchy or the emergence of new forms of domination.
The historical experiences of states that claimed to be inspired by Marxist principles have
also led to widespread skepticism about the practical implementation of the Manifesto's
ideas, with many pointing to the rise of authoritarian regimes and the suppression of
individual liberties.

Furthermore, the Manifesto's stark dichotomy between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat
has been challenged by the complexities of modern capitalist societies, which often feature
a more diverse and stratified class structure. The emergence of a significant middle class
and the increasing interdependence of global economies have led some to question the
predictive accuracy of Marx and Engels' analysis. The focus on economic determinism as
the sole driver of social and political change is also a point of contention, with many
arguing that cultural, ideological, and individual agency play more significant roles than the
Manifesto allows.

Despite these critiques, the Communist Manifesto continues to hold enduring relevance for
understanding contemporary social and political issues. Its analysis of class inequality, the
role of economic power in shaping political institutions, and the critique of capitalist
exploitation remain powerful tools for social commentary and activism. The Manifesto's
insights into how dominant classes use the state apparatus to maintain their position are
still pertinent in discussions about political lobbying, corporate influence, and the
distribution of wealth and power. The ongoing struggles for social justice, workers' rights,
and economic equality can be seen, in part, as echoes of the class conflicts that Marx and
Engels so vividly described.



Conclusion: The Communist Manifesto and the
Future of Government

The Communist Manifesto offers a profound and often controversial perspective on the
nature of government, inextricably linking it to the dynamics of class struggle. By positing
that government, in its historical and capitalist forms, serves primarily as an instrument for
the maintenance of bourgeois dominance, the Manifesto fundamentally challenges the
notion of a neutral or universally representative state. It outlines a historical progression
driven by the conflict between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, a conflict that shapes all
societal structures, including the governmental class. The Manifesto advocates for a
revolutionary transition, during which a proletarian state would be necessary to dismantle
capitalist property relations and pave the way for a classless, stateless communist society.

While the Manifesto's predictions and proposed solutions have been met with both fervent
advocacy and sharp criticism, its enduring legacy lies in its powerful critique of power
structures and its call for a more equitable distribution of societal resources and control.
The concepts of class struggle, exploitation, and the state's role in perpetuating inequality
continue to inform critical analyses of contemporary society. Understanding the Communist
Manifesto's views on government and the government class provides a vital historical and
theoretical framework for engaging with ongoing debates about social justice, economic
systems, and the very nature of political power in the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the fundamental purpose of government
according to the Communist Manifesto?
According to the Communist Manifesto, the fundamental purpose of government in a
capitalist society is to act as an executive committee for the bourgeoisie, managing the
common affairs of the entire bourgeoisie. In a communist society, the state, as a tool of
class oppression, is envisioned to wither away.

How does the Communist Manifesto propose to
fundamentally change the role of government?
The Manifesto advocates for the abolition of the bourgeois state and its replacement by a
dictatorship of the proletariat, which would then transition to a classless society where the
need for a state, as a coercive apparatus, would cease to exist. This involves seizing state
power by the working class.

What specific government policies does the Communist
Manifesto suggest to implement after the proletarian



revolution?
The Manifesto outlines ten measures, often referred to as the 'Ten Points,' to be
implemented by the victorious proletariat. These include the abolition of property in land
and application of all rents of land to public purposes, a heavy progressive or graduated
income tax, abolition of all right of inheritance, and centralization of credit in the hands of
the state.

Does the Communist Manifesto envision a stateless
society? If so, how is this achieved?
Yes, the Communist Manifesto envisions a stateless society in its final stage. This is
achieved through the abolition of private property and the elimination of social classes.
Without class antagonism, the need for a state as an instrument of oppression disappears,
and society manages its affairs collectively.

What is the concept of the 'dictatorship of the
proletariat' in relation to government?
The 'dictatorship of the proletariat' refers to a transitional phase in communist theory
where the working class seizes state power and uses it to suppress the remnants of the
bourgeoisie and reconstruct society along socialist lines. It's envisioned as a state
controlled by the majority (the proletariat) to enforce the will of the working class.

How does the Communist Manifesto critique existing
forms of government in capitalist societies?
The Manifesto critiques existing capitalist governments as instruments of class oppression,
serving the interests of the ruling bourgeoisie. It argues that bourgeois democracy, while
appearing to offer freedom, ultimately upholds the economic dominance of the capitalist
class and perpetuates exploitation of the proletariat.

What role does law play in the government framework
proposed by the Communist Manifesto?
In capitalist societies, law is seen as a tool that upholds private property and class relations.
In the transitional phase, laws would be enacted to dispossess the bourgeoisie and
redistribute resources. Ultimately, in a classless society, the need for coercive laws would
be obviated by the self-governance of the community.

How does the Communist Manifesto address the
concept of national governments?
The Manifesto highlights the rise of national governments as a consequence of the
development of capitalism and the bourgeoisie. It also famously states that 'the working
men have no country,' suggesting a transcending of national boundaries through
international proletarian solidarity against the global capitalist system.



What are the key differences between the government
of a capitalist state and the government envisioned by
the Communist Manifesto?
The key difference lies in their class basis. Capitalist governments are seen as serving the
bourgeoisie, while the transitional government proposed by the Manifesto is a 'dictatorship
of the proletariat' serving the working class. The ultimate aim is a stateless society, a
concept absent in capitalist governance.

Is the Communist Manifesto's vision of government a
form of anarchy?
While the ultimate goal of a classless society in the Communist Manifesto leads to the
'withering away of the state,' it is not typically described as anarchy in the same way as
philosophical anarchism that rejects all forms of authority. The Manifesto posits a
transitional phase with a strong proletarian state, followed by a society with collective self-
governance where coercive government is unnecessary.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the Communist Manifesto, government, and class, each
with a short description:

1.

The Communist Manifesto: A New Translation
This foundational text by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels outlines the historical struggle
between classes, arguing that capitalism inevitably leads to the exploitation of the
proletariat by the bourgeoisie. It calls for a revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist system
and the establishment of a classless society. The book serves as a critical analysis of
economic structures and a roadmap for radical social change.

2.

The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
In this influential work, Karl Marx analyzes the 1851 coup d'état by Louis Bonaparte, using it
as a case study for his theories on historical materialism and class struggle. He examines
how different social classes, particularly the peasantry and the urban proletariat, played
roles in political events. The book explores the complex relationship between economic
forces, political action, and the rise of authoritarianism.

3.

Das Kapital: Volume I
While not solely about government or class in isolation, Karl Marx's magnum opus, Das



Kapital, provides an exhaustive critique of the capitalist mode of production. It delves into
the concepts of surplus value, labor exploitation, and the inherent contradictions within
capitalism that drive class conflict. This volume lays the theoretical groundwork for
understanding the economic system that the Communist Manifesto sought to dismantle.

4.

The Civil War in France
This collection of writings by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels documents their analysis of the
Paris Commune of 1871, a brief but significant revolutionary government. They view the
Commune as a proto-proletarian state and a practical demonstration of the potential for
working-class rule. The book offers insights into the practicalities of state power from a
Marxist perspective and the relationship between revolution and government.

5.

State and Revolution
Written by Vladimir Lenin, this book directly addresses the role of the state in society from
a Marxist viewpoint, specifically in the context of revolutionary change. Lenin argues that
the state is an instrument of class oppression and that a socialist revolution must result in
the "dictatorship of the proletariat" to transition to communism. He elaborates on how the
state must be "smashed" rather than merely reformed to achieve a classless society.

6.

The German Ideology
This early work by Marx and Engels introduces their concept of historical materialism, which
posits that economic production and class relations are the primary drivers of history and
societal development. It critiques idealistic philosophies and emphasizes how material
conditions shape consciousness, ideology, and political structures. The book provides the
philosophical underpinnings for their understanding of government as a product of class
interests.

7.

The Condition of the Working Class in England
Friedrich Engels' meticulous investigation into the lives of the industrial working class in
England offers a vivid portrayal of the social and economic consequences of early
capitalism. He details the abysmal living and working conditions, demonstrating the stark
class divisions and the exploitation inherent in the system. This book provides empirical
evidence for the arguments made in the Communist Manifesto regarding class oppression.

8.

The Spectre of Communism: The Communist Manifesto



and Its Legacy
This book likely examines the enduring impact and interpretations of the Communist
Manifesto across different historical periods and political movements. It would explore how
the core ideas of class struggle, revolution, and the critique of capitalism have been applied
and debated in various governmental and societal contexts. The work probably analyzes
the theoretical contributions and practical applications of Marxist thought on governance
and social organization.

9.

The Anarchist Cookbook: A Practical Guide to Creating a
Homemade Explosives and Other Dangerous
Substances
While this title doesn't directly align with the political ideology of the Communist Manifesto
in terms of its ultimate goals, it can be seen as a radical response to perceived
governmental oppression and societal control, often resonating with a spirit of rebellion
that can sometimes overlap with revolutionary movements. Its focus on undermining
established order and creating tools for disruption can be interpreted as a fringe
manifestation of anti-authoritarian sentiment, albeit through a distinct and often criticized
methodology, contrasting with the structured, class-based revolution envisioned by Marx.
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