
communist manifesto for the
establishment of communism
The Communist Manifesto: A Blueprint for a Society Without Classes

The Communist Manifesto stands as one of the most influential political
documents in history, offering a radical vision for a society free from class
struggle and exploitation. Penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in 1848,
it presents a sweeping historical analysis, arguing that the course of human
history is defined by the conflict between opposing social classes. This
foundational text outlines the core tenets of communism, advocating for the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a new social order.
Understanding the historical context and the fundamental principles of the
Communist Manifesto is crucial for grasping its enduring impact on political
thought and social movements worldwide. This article will delve into the key
concepts, historical arguments, and proposed actions articulated in this
seminal work, providing a comprehensive overview of a communist manifesto for
the establishment of communism.
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The Historical Context of the Communist
Manifesto

To fully appreciate the Communist Manifesto, one must first understand the
socio-economic landscape of mid-19th century Europe. The Industrial
Revolution was in full swing, transforming societies from agrarian to
industrial economies at an unprecedented pace. This shift brought about
significant economic growth and technological advancement, but it also
created stark inequalities and harsh working conditions for a burgeoning
working class, the proletariat. Capitalism, in its nascent form, was
characterized by private ownership of the means of production, the pursuit of



profit, and a system that often led to the exploitation of labor. Many
intellectuals and activists of the time observed these developments with
alarm, seeking to understand and address the resulting social dislocations
and widespread poverty.

Karl Marx, a German philosopher and economist, was deeply immersed in these
contemporary debates. Along with Friedrich Engels, a fellow German thinker
and industrialist's son, Marx developed a materialist conception of history,
arguing that economic forces are the primary drivers of social change. They
observed the struggles of the working classes in various European nations and
saw a pattern of oppression and a potential for collective action. The
Communist Manifesto was commissioned by the Communist League, a workers'
organization, and was intended to be a declaration of their principles and
objectives. Its publication coincided with a wave of revolutions that swept
across Europe in 1848, further fueling the ideas of social upheaval and
radical change that the Manifesto encapsulated.

The Core Principles of Communism as Outlined in
the Manifesto

At its heart, the Communist Manifesto is a call for the abolition of private
property and the establishment of a classless society. Marx and Engels
articulate a vision where the means of production—factories, land, and
machinery—are owned collectively, rather than by a select few capitalists.
This fundamental shift, they argue, would eliminate the basis of class
antagonism and exploitation. The manifesto posits that throughout history,
societies have been structured by class divisions, with an oppressor class
controlling the means of production and an oppressed class that provides the
labor. Communism, in their view, represents the ultimate stage of historical
development, a society where these divisions are overcome.

A key principle is the concept of historical materialism, which posits that
the economic structure of society, the "base," determines the social,
political, and intellectual aspects of life, the "superstructure." Therefore,
to fundamentally change society, one must change the economic base. The
Manifesto famously states, "The history of all hitherto existing society is
the history of class struggles." This central tenet underscores the Marxist
belief that conflict between classes is the engine of historical progress.
Communism, as envisioned, is a society that has moved beyond this inherent
conflict, creating a more equitable and just social order.

The Abolition of Private Property

The most controversial and central tenet of communism, as presented in the
Manifesto, is the abolition of private property. It is crucial to understand



that Marx and Engels primarily refer to the private ownership of the means of
production, not personal possessions like clothing or furniture. They argued
that private ownership of factories, mines, and land allowed capitalists to
accumulate wealth by extracting surplus value from the labor of workers. By
collectivizing these means of production, the wealth generated would, in
theory, be shared amongst all members of society, thereby eliminating
economic disparity and the power imbalances associated with capitalist
ownership.

The Classless Society

The ultimate goal of communism, as detailed in the Manifesto, is the creation
of a classless society. In such a society, the distinctions between
bourgeoisie (the capitalist class) and proletariat (the working class) would
cease to exist. Without a ruling class that controls the means of production,
there would be no inherent exploiters and exploited. This would lead to a
society where labor is not a commodity to be bought and sold for profit, but
a contribution to the common good. The Manifesto envisions a society where
the free development of each is the condition for the free development of
all.

The Critique of Capitalism and its Inherent
Contradictions

The Communist Manifesto launches a scathing critique of capitalism, arguing
that it is a system inherently prone to crises and contradictions. Marx and
Engels meticulously detail how capitalism, while undeniably revolutionary in
its productive capacity compared to previous modes of production, also sows
the seeds of its own destruction. They highlight the relentless drive for
profit, the commodification of labor, and the increasing concentration of
wealth and power in the hands of a few as fundamental flaws.

The Manifesto identifies what it calls the "contradiction" between the
socialized nature of production and the private appropriation of its profits.
As industrialization advanced, production became increasingly socialized,
with large numbers of workers collaborating in factories. However, the fruits
of this collective labor were appropriated by private owners. This
fundamental tension, coupled with the inherent tendency of capitalism to
overproduce, leading to periodic economic downturns and unemployment, was
seen by Marx and Engels as a clear indication of the system's instability and
ultimate unsustainability. They predicted that these internal contradictions
would inevitably lead to the system's collapse.



The Exploitation of the Proletariat

A central theme in the critique of capitalism is the exploitation of the
proletariat. Marx and Engels argued that the capitalist makes a profit by
paying workers less than the value their labor creates. This difference,
known as "surplus value," is appropriated by the capitalist as profit.
Consequently, workers are not compensated for their full contribution to the
production process, leading to their economic subjugation. The Manifesto
describes how capitalism strips workers of their individuality, reducing them
to mere cogs in the machinery of production, alienated from the products of
their labor and from their own humanity.

The Tendency Towards Concentration of Wealth

Another significant critique is the capitalist tendency towards the
concentration of wealth and the growth of monopolies. As competition
intensifies, larger and more successful capitalists tend to absorb smaller
ones, leading to a situation where a vast majority of the population is
proletarianized, while a small minority controls the vast majority of the
wealth and the means of production. This increasing polarization of society,
between an ever-shrinking but immensely powerful bourgeoisie and an ever-
expanding, impoverished proletariat, was seen as a direct consequence of
capitalism and a precursor to its eventual downfall.

Crises of Overproduction

The Manifesto also points to the recurring crises of overproduction as a
fatal flaw of capitalism. In their pursuit of profit, capitalists are driven
to produce ever more goods. However, the purchasing power of the working
class, whose wages are kept low, cannot keep pace with this increased
production. This leads to situations where markets are flooded with unsold
goods, forcing businesses to cut production, lay off workers, and exacerbate
economic hardship. These cyclical crises, far from being anomalies, were
viewed by Marx and Engels as an intrinsic characteristic of the capitalist
mode of production, demonstrating its inherent irrationality and inability to
sustainably manage production and distribution.

The Role of the Proletariat and the Call to
Revolution

The Communist Manifesto places immense faith in the revolutionary potential
of the proletariat. Marx and Engels argued that the proletariat, by virtue of



their exploited position and their sheer numbers, were the only class with
the objective interests and the collective power to overthrow capitalism.
Unlike previous oppressed classes, such as slaves or serfs, the proletariat
were not tied to specific means of production or local conditions. Their
shared experience of exploitation in the factory system gave them a common
identity and a basis for international solidarity.

The Manifesto calls for the proletariat to organize, unite, and seize
political power. It emphasizes that the communists do not form a separate
party opposed to other working-class parties, but rather represent the
interests of the entire proletariat as a class, regardless of nationality.
The path to communism, according to the Manifesto, is through revolution,
where the proletariat uses its collective power to dismantle the existing
capitalist state and establish a new form of governance that serves the
interests of the working class.

The International Solidarity of the Proletariat

A crucial element of the Manifesto's strategy is the call for international
solidarity among the working classes of the world. The famous concluding
line, "Working Men of All Countries, Unite!" encapsulates this idea. Marx and
Engels recognized that capitalism operated on a global scale, with
capitalists investing and exploiting labor across national borders.
Therefore, they argued, the struggle of the proletariat must also be
international. By transcending national divisions and uniting in a common
cause, the working class could present a formidable challenge to the global
capitalist system. This emphasis on internationalism was a defining
characteristic of early communist movements.

The Seizure of Political Power

The Manifesto outlines a process by which the proletariat will seize
political power. This is not a gradual reformist approach but a revolutionary
act aimed at overthrowing the existing state apparatus, which is seen as an
instrument of bourgeois class rule. Once in power, the proletariat would
establish a "dictatorship of the proletariat." This transitional phase would
be characterized by the state using its power to suppress bourgeois
resistance, expropriate the means of production, and implement policies aimed
at transforming society towards communism. The ultimate goal of this
dictatorship would be to wither away as class distinctions disappeared and a
truly communist society emerged.



The Transition to Communism and its Key
Features

The Communist Manifesto does not provide an exhaustive blueprint for the
communist society itself but outlines a series of measures that would be
implemented during the transitional phase, often referred to as socialism.
These measures are designed to dismantle the foundations of capitalism and
pave the way for a truly communist economy and society. The emphasis is on a
fundamental restructuring of economic and social relations to eliminate
exploitation and inequality.

These transitional measures are intended to be implemented by the state
acting on behalf of the proletariat. The Manifesto itself lists several
specific actions that would be taken, which were seen as necessary steps to
consolidate the revolution and build a new society. The ultimate aim of these
measures is to create a society where the state, as an instrument of class
oppression, would eventually become obsolete and "wither away."

Transitional Measures for the Establishment of
Communism

The Manifesto proposes a list of ten measures that would be enacted by the
victorious proletariat. These are presented as concrete steps towards
transforming the economy and society:

Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to
public purposes.

A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

Abolition of all rights of inheritance.

Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

Centralization of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a
national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralization of the means of communication and of transport in the
hands of the State.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State;
the bringing into cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the
soil generally in accordance with a common plan.

Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies,
especially for agriculture.



Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual
abolition of all the distinction between town and country, by a more
equable distribution of the population over the country.

Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of
children’s factory labour in its present form. Combination of education
with industrial production, &c. &c.

These measures represent a radical departure from capitalist norms, aiming to
centralize economic power and resources in the hands of the state, which
would then act in the interest of the working class.

The End of Alienation and the Free Development of
All

In the fully realized communist society, Marx and Engels envisioned the end
of alienation. Alienation, in Marxist theory, refers to the estrangement of
individuals from their labor, the products of their labor, themselves, and
each other, which is seen as a direct consequence of capitalist production.
In a communist society, where individuals control the means of production and
labor is performed for the collective good, this alienation would be
overcome. The Manifesto concludes with the idea of a society where "the free
development of each is the condition for the free development of all." This
ideal represents a state of human flourishing, where individuals are not
constrained by economic necessity or class division, but are free to pursue
their full potential.

The Enduring Relevance and Criticisms of the
Communist Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto remains a profoundly influential text, its ideas
continuing to spark debate and inspire political movements centuries after
its publication. Its analysis of capitalism, particularly its observations on
class struggle, economic inequality, and the tendency towards wealth
concentration, continues to resonate with many. The historical forces and
societal structures it described have evolved, but many of the fundamental
dynamics it identified are still present in contemporary global society.

However, the Manifesto and the communist movements it inspired have also
faced significant criticism. The historical attempts to implement communist
ideals have often resulted in authoritarian regimes, economic inefficiencies,
and widespread human rights abuses. These outcomes have led many to question
the feasibility and desirability of the communist project. The practical
implementation of the Manifesto's principles has proven to be far more



complex and problematic than the theoretical vision presented by Marx and
Engels.

Historical Implementation and Criticisms

The 20th century saw numerous attempts to establish communist states,
inspired by the principles of the Manifesto. Countries like the Soviet Union,
China, Cuba, and Vietnam all sought to build communist societies, often
through revolutionary means. While these regimes initially promised equality
and liberation from capitalist exploitation, they largely failed to deliver
on these promises. Instead, many became characterized by:

Authoritarian rule and suppression of dissent.

Centralized economies that struggled with inefficiency and a lack of
innovation.

The emergence of new elites and forms of oppression, often replacing or
mimicking the class structures they sought to abolish.

Widespread human rights violations and significant loss of life.

These historical experiences have led to widespread skepticism and criticism
of communism as a viable political and economic system. Critics argue that
the Manifesto’s optimistic view of human nature and its underestimation of
the complexities of social organization led to a utopian ideal that could not
be practically realized without resorting to coercive measures.

The Legacy and Ongoing Debate

Despite the criticisms and the historical failures of many communist states,
the intellectual legacy of the Communist Manifesto is undeniable. Its
critique of capitalism laid the groundwork for much of modern sociology,
economics, and political theory. Concepts such as class struggle, alienation,
and historical materialism continue to be debated and analyzed. Furthermore,
the Manifesto’s call for social justice and its critique of exploitation
remain potent rallying cries for various progressive and socialist movements
around the world.

The ongoing debate surrounding the Communist Manifesto highlights its
enduring power as a document that forces readers to confront fundamental
questions about society, economy, and power. While the specific proposals for
a communist manifesto for the establishment of communism may be viewed as
historically dated or practically unworkable by many, the core concerns about
inequality, exploitation, and the concentration of power continue to be



relevant in the 21st century. The text serves as a stark reminder of the
potential consequences of unchecked capitalism and the ongoing human desire
for a more equitable and just world.

Conclusion

The Communist Manifesto, a pivotal document in the history of political
thought, offers a profound critique of capitalism and a radical blueprint for
a classless society. From its analysis of historical class struggle to its
call for proletarian revolution, the Manifesto outlines a compelling, albeit
controversial, vision for a communist society. The core principles, including
the abolition of private property and the establishment of a society free
from exploitation, continue to provoke discussion and inspire movements
advocating for social and economic justice. While the historical attempts to
implement its tenets have been fraught with challenges and criticisms, the
enduring relevance of the Manifesto lies in its potent questions about
inequality, power, and the fundamental organization of society. Its legacy
prompts ongoing reflection on the pursuit of a more equitable world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core historical argument presented in
the Communist Manifesto regarding class struggle?
The Communist Manifesto argues that all of history is the history of class
struggles, driven by the conflict between the oppressor and the oppressed. In
capitalist society, this conflict is primarily between the bourgeoisie (the
capitalist class) and the proletariat (the working class).

According to the Manifesto, what is the ultimate
goal of the communist revolution?
The ultimate goal of the communist revolution, as outlined in the Manifesto,
is the abolition of private property, the end of class distinctions, and the
establishment of a classless society where the means of production are owned
and controlled by the community as a whole.

What role does the Manifesto assign to the
proletariat in the revolutionary process?
The Manifesto identifies the proletariat as the revolutionary class destined
to overthrow the bourgeoisie. It posits that the proletariat, due to its
exploited position and concentration in factories, is best positioned to
initiate and carry out the communist revolution.



How does the Communist Manifesto characterize the
relationship between the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat?
The Manifesto characterizes the relationship as one of exploitation and
antagonism. The bourgeoisie, owning the means of production, extracts surplus
value from the labor of the proletariat, leading to the alienation and
impoverishment of the working class.

What specific measures does the Manifesto suggest
for the transition to communism after the
revolution?
The Manifesto proposes a series of transitional measures, often referred to
as the 'Ten Planks,' which include the abolition of property in land, a heavy
progressive or graduated income tax, abolition of all rights of inheritance,
and free education for all children in public schools.

What is the Manifesto's critique of 'petty-
bourgeois' socialism and other forms of socialism?
The Manifesto criticizes various forms of socialism, including petty-
bourgeois socialism, as being either too conservative, focused on preserving
elements of the old society, or too utopian, lacking a concrete understanding
of class struggle and historical development.

How does the Communist Manifesto view the role of
the state in a communist society?
The Manifesto suggests that in the transitional phase, the proletariat will
use its political supremacy to wrest by degrees all capital from the
bourgeoisie and centralize all instruments of production in the hands of the
state. However, the ultimate aim is the withering away of the state as class
distinctions disappear and society becomes self-governing.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to a communist manifesto for the establishment
of communism, with descriptions:

1.

The Communist Manifesto: A New Interpretation
This book offers a contemporary lens through which to view the foundational
text of communism, exploring its historical context and enduring relevance.



It delves into the core concepts of class struggle, historical materialism,
and the inevitable rise of the proletariat. The author argues for the
necessity of re-examining these ideas in the face of modern global capitalism
and inequality.

2.

Towards a Global Commune: A Manifesto for the 21st
Century
This manifesto outlines a vision for establishing a communist society adapted
to the challenges and opportunities of the present era. It addresses issues
like globalization, technological advancement, and environmental
sustainability within a communist framework. The book proposes practical
steps and ideological shifts necessary for collective ownership and equitable
distribution on a worldwide scale.

3.

The Dawn of the Proletariat: A Call to Revolution
This work serves as a direct call to action for the working class, urging
them to unite and overthrow capitalist systems. It elaborates on the inherent
exploitation within capitalism and presents communism as the only viable
solution for liberation. The book emphasizes the historical agency of the
proletariat and their role in ushering in a new, classless society.

4.

Building the Communist Society: Principles and
Practice
This book moves beyond theoretical manifestos to explore the practicalities
of establishing and maintaining a communist state. It details organizational
structures, economic models, and societal arrangements that would underpin a
communist system. The author provides insights into the challenges of
implementing communist ideals and offers potential solutions for governance
and resource management.

5.

The Abolition of Exploitation: A Communist Blueprint
This manifesto focuses on the core communist principle of eliminating
exploitation in all its forms, from labor to social relations. It
meticulously details how a communist society would dismantle systems of
private property and profit motive that foster inequality. The book presents
a comprehensive blueprint for a system centered on collective well-being and
the end of hierarchical power structures.

6.



Marx's Shadow: Communism's Future Path
This title explores the legacy of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels' communist
ideals in the context of contemporary political thought. It critically
examines past attempts at implementing communism and proposes a renewed
approach for establishing such a society. The book seeks to reconcile
historical critiques with the persistent appeal of communist principles for
social justice.

7.

From Each According to His Ability, To Each
According to His Need: A Modern Manifesto
This work directly addresses one of the most famous communist maxims,
reinterpreting it for the complexities of the modern world. It argues for the
feasibility of a resource-rich society where distribution is based on genuine
need rather than accumulated wealth. The book envisions a future where
individual talents contribute to the collective good without the pressure of
profit.

8.

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat: A Reimagining
This book re-examines the concept of the "dictatorship of the proletariat,"
often a point of contention and misunderstanding. It proposes a more
democratic and inclusive interpretation, emphasizing the empowerment of the
working class in governing society. The author advocates for a transition
period that truly represents the will of the people in establishing
communism.

9.

The Final Stage: A Vision of Communist Utopia
This manifesto paints a vivid picture of the ultimate goal of communism: a
utopian society free from class distinctions, poverty, and oppression. It
explores the philosophical underpinnings of this ideal state, emphasizing
human flourishing and collective happiness. The book serves as an
aspirational guide, outlining the characteristics of a truly communist world.
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