communist manifesto engels future
communist society

The Communist Manifesto, penned by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, remains a
foundational text for understanding historical and contemporary socialist and
communist thought. While its analysis of capitalism and its predictions of
revolution have been widely debated, its vision of a future communist society
continues to fascinate and provoke discussion. This article delves deep into
the core tenets of the Manifesto concerning this future state, exploring
Engels' contributions and the inherent characteristics envisioned for a post-
capitalist world. We will examine the abolition of private property, the
transformation of the state, the eradication of class distinctions, and the
fundamental changes in human labor and social relations that Marx and Engels
outlined. Understanding the nuances of their blueprint for a communist future
is crucial for grasping the historical impact and ongoing relevance of their
revolutionary ideas.
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The Core Principles of a Communist Future as
Envisioned in the Communist Manifesto

The Communist Manifesto, a seminal work by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,
presents a radical critique of capitalism and offers a compelling, albeit
often debated, vision of a future communist society. At its heart, this



future is characterized by the fundamental restructuring of economic, social,
and political life, aiming to eradicate the exploitation and alienation
inherent in capitalist production. The Manifesto outlines a transitionary
phase, often referred to as socialism, leading to a fully realized communism,
a stateless, classless society where the means of production are communally
owned. This future is not merely an economic rearrangement but a profound
transformation of human existence, promising liberation from the constraints
of class struggle and the inequalities that plague capitalist societies.
Understanding these core principles is key to grasping the enduring impact of
the Manifesto on political thought and revolutionary movements.

Abolition of Private Property and its Implications

One of the most contentious and central tenets of the Communist Manifesto's
vision for a future communist society is the abolition of private property,
specifically the private ownership of the means of production. Marx and
Engels argued that private property, in the context of capitalist
industrialism, is the very foundation of class oppression, enabling the
bourgeoisie to exploit the proletariat. They proposed that the transition to
communism would involve the socialization of the means of production — land,
factories, raw materials — transferring them from private ownership to
collective ownership by the community as a whole. This does not imply the
abolition of all personal possessions; rather, it targets the private
ownership that allows for the extraction of surplus value and the
perpetuation of class divisions. The implication of this abolition is a
radical redistribution of wealth and power, aiming to eliminate the economic
basis for class exploitation and create a society where resources are
utilized for the benefit of all members, not just a privileged few.

The Manifesto outlines a series of measures to be implemented during the
transition to communism, which would include actions like the abolition of
the right of inheritance and the heavy taxation of all inheritance.
Furthermore, they proposed the confiscation of property of all emigrants and
rebels. These measures were designed to dismantle the existing capitalist
order and pave the way for collective control over the economy. The goal was
to ensure that the fruits of labor would benefit the laborers themselves,
rather than accumulating in the hands of a capitalist class. This fundamental
shift aimed to reorient production from profit-driven motives to meeting the
needs of the community, thereby eradicating poverty and ensuring a more
equitable distribution of societal resources.

The Role and Eventual Withering Away of the State

Another crucial element of the communist future as described in the Manifesto
is the fate of the state. Marx and Engels viewed the state in capitalist
societies as an instrument of class oppression, serving the interests of the



ruling bourgeoisie to maintain its dominance. Therefore, in a classless
communist society, the need for a coercive state apparatus would gradually
diminish and eventually disappear. They did not advocate for the immediate
dismantling of the state upon revolution; rather, they proposed a
transitional phase, the "dictatorship of the proletariat," where the working
class would use state power to suppress counter-revolution and establish the
foundations of communism. However, once class distinctions were abolished and
a truly communist society was established, the state, as an organ of class
rule, would become obsolete. This concept of the "withering away of the
state" signifies a society where social order is maintained through voluntary
cooperation and the absence of class antagonisms, rather than through the
imposition of authority by a ruling power.

In the absence of classes, the functions currently performed by the state —
such as maintaining order, administering justice, and organizing production —
would be transformed into simple administrative and managerial tasks
performed by the community itself. This vision suggests a society where
governance is decentralized and participatory, with collective decision-
making replacing the hierarchical structures of the traditional state. The
goal was to liberate humanity from the oppressive weight of bureaucratic and
political institutions, allowing for the free development of each individual
and the collective well-being of society. This envisioned statelessness is a
cornerstone of the ultimate communist ideal.

Elimination of Class Distinctions and the Concept of
Equality

The eradication of class distinctions is perhaps the most defining
characteristic of the communist society envisioned by Marx and Engels. They
argued that all historical development up to their time was characterized by
class struggle, with dominant classes exploiting subordinate ones. In
communism, this historical trajectory would end. The abolition of private
property and the establishment of communal ownership of the means of
production would eliminate the economic basis for the existence of distinct
social classes. Without a bourgeoisie and a proletariat, there would be no
inherent conflict of interest stemming from differing economic positions.
This would lead to a society of equals, where opportunities are not
determined by birth or economic status but by individual capacity and
societal needs.

The concept of equality in communism goes beyond mere legal or political
equality. It is a substantive, economic equality, where the benefits of
social labor are distributed justly among all members of society. The famous
principle, "from each according to his ability, to each according to his
need," encapsulates this ideal. It suggests a system where individuals
contribute to society based on their capabilities and receive what they
require to live a fulfilling life, irrespective of their contribution’s



market value. This would foster a sense of solidarity and shared purpose,
replacing the competition and alienation that Marx and Engels saw as endemic
to capitalism. The removal of class barriers would, in turn, facilitate the
free development of individual talents and potential.

Transformation of Labor and the Nature of Work

The Communist Manifesto also foresees a profound transformation in the nature
of labor and work within a communist society. Under capitalism, labor is
often alienated, repetitive, and performed for the sole purpose of profit
accumulation, with the worker having little control over the process or the
product of their work. In communism, labor would be transformed into a
creative and fulfilling activity, undertaken for the direct benefit of
society and the individual. With the abolition of class divisions and the
exploitation of labor, work would no longer be a burdensome necessity but a
voluntary expression of human potential and a contribution to the common
good.

Marx and Engels believed that in a communist society, the distinction between
mental and manual labor would also be overcome. This would allow individuals
to engage in a variety of activities, developing a more well-rounded and
multifaceted personality. The forced specialization and division of labor
inherent in capitalist production would be replaced by a more flexible and
diverse engagement with work. This would not only enhance individual
satisfaction but also improve overall societal productivity and innovation,
as individuals are free to pursue their interests and contribute their unique
skills in various domains. The focus would shift from mere survival and
profit to self-realization and social contribution.

Social Relations and the Development of the
Individual

Beyond economic and political structures, the Communist Manifesto implies a
significant alteration in social relations and the development of the
individual within a communist society. With the removal of class antagonisms
and the oppressive structures of capitalism, human relationships would be
characterized by cooperation, mutual respect, and genuine solidarity. The
competitive drive fostered by capitalism, which often pits individuals
against each other, would be replaced by a spirit of collective endeavor.
This would create an environment conducive to the flourishing of individual
potential, free from the societal pressures and limitations imposed by class
society.

In this envisioned future, individuals would be free to pursue their
intellectual, artistic, and personal development without the constraints of



economic necessity or social stratification. The Manifesto suggests that the
superficiality and alienation of bourgeois social relations would give way to
more authentic and meaningful connections. The family unit, as understood
under capitalism, was also seen as being transformed, becoming less an
economic unit and more a sphere of genuine affection and personal
development. Ultimately, the goal was to create a society where individuals
could achieve their full human potential, contributing to and benefiting from
a truly communal existence.

Engels' Specific Contributions to the Vision of
a Communist Society

While the Communist Manifesto is co-authored by Marx and Engels, Friedrich
Engels played a crucial role in shaping and elaborating upon the vision of a
future communist society. His extensive writings, particularly "The Condition
of the Working Class in England" and later works like "Anti-Duhring" and "The
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State," provided empirical
evidence and theoretical elaborations that complemented Marx's core
arguments. Engels' work often focused on the practical implications and
historical development of the transition to communism, providing a more
detailed picture of what a post-capitalist society might entail.

Engels’ analysis of the historical development of the family and the state,
for instance, offered a framework for understanding how these institutions
would be transformed under communism. He argued that the patriarchal family
structure and the coercive state were products of private property and class
society. Therefore, their abolition or significant transformation was a
logical consequence of the establishment of communism. His detailed
observations of industrial capitalism also informed his understanding of the
alienating nature of labor, reinforcing the Manifesto's call for a more
fulfilling and creative work life. Engels’ contributions provided a more
grounded and historically informed perspective on the practical realization
of communist ideals, offering a more complete picture beyond the foundational
arguments of the Manifesto itself.

Critiques and Interpretations of the Communist
Manifesto's Future Vision

The vision of a future communist society presented in the Communist Manifesto
has been subject to extensive critique and varied interpretations since its
publication. One of the most persistent criticisms centers on the feasibility
of a stateless, classless society. Critics argue that human nature, with its
inherent tendencies towards self-interest and competition, would make such a
system unsustainable. The practical attempts to establish communist states in



the 20th century, often resulting in authoritarian regimes and economic
inefficiencies, have led many to question the viability of the Manifesto’s
utopian ideals. Concerns about the suppression of individual liberties and
the potential for new forms of oppression within centrally planned economies
are frequently raised.

Furthermore, the economic calculations required for resource allocation in a
society without market mechanisms have been a point of contention. The
abolition of private property and the price system raises questions about how
goods and services would be efficiently produced and distributed to meet
diverse needs. Interpretations also vary widely. Some view the Manifesto’s
vision as a literal blueprint for societal organization, while others see it
as a more metaphorical or aspirational ideal, emphasizing its critique of
capitalism's injustices rather than its prescriptive economic model. The
concept of the "withering away of the state," for instance, has been
interpreted in many ways, from a complete absence of government to a highly
decentralized, democratic form of self-governance.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the
Communist Manifesto's Future

The Communist Manifesto, through its articulation of a future communist
society, continues to resonate in discussions about social justice, economic
equality, and political transformation. While the specific mechanisms and
outcomes proposed by Marx and Engels have been debated, critiqued, and in
some cases, disproven by historical experience, their core critique of
capitalist exploitation and their aspiration for a more equitable and
liberated society remain potent. The ideas of abolishing private property as
the means of production, eliminating class divisions, and transforming the
nature of labor have inspired countless movements and continue to inform
critical analyses of contemporary economic and social systems. Understanding
the vision of a future communist society as presented in the Manifesto,
including Engels' significant contributions, is essential for grasping the
historical trajectory of socialist thought and its ongoing influence on
global political discourse. The quest for a society free from exploitation
and alienation, as envisioned in the Manifesto, remains a powerful
undercurrent in the pursuit of a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the fundamental aim of the communist society
envisioned in The Communist Manifesto?

The fundamental aim is to abolish private property and establish a classless



society where the means of production are owned and controlled by the
community as a whole, leading to the end of exploitation and alienation.

How does the Manifesto suggest the transition to a
communist society will occur?

The Manifesto suggests a revolutionary overthrow of the bourgeoisie by the
proletariat, leading to a 'dictatorship of the proletariat' as an interim
phase to consolidate power and transition towards communism.

What role does the abolition of the family play in
the communist society as described?

The Manifesto argues that the bourgeois family, based on private property and
exploitation, will wither away. It envisions a more communal form of
upbringing and relationships free from economic dependency.

What is the concept of 'alienation' and how does
communism aim to overcome it?

Alienation, in this context, refers to the worker's separation from the
products of their labor, the process of labor, their fellow humans, and their
own human potential under capitalism. Communism seeks to overcome this by
giving workers control over their labor and its fruits.

Does The Communist Manifesto predict a stateless
society, and if so, how?

Yes, the Manifesto suggests that as class distinctions disappear, the state,
seen as an instrument of class oppression, will also eventually wither away.
Society would then be self-governing.

What are some of the 'transitional measures'
proposed in the Manifesto to move towards communism?

These include measures like the abolition of landed property, a heavy
progressive or graduated income tax, the abolition of all rights of
inheritance, centralization of credit and means of communication in the hands
of the state, and equal liability of all to labor.

How does the Manifesto envision the eradication of
social classes?

By abolishing private ownership of the means of production, the inherent
economic basis for class division (bourgeoisie vs. proletariat) would be
eliminated, leading to a society where everyone contributes according to
their ability and receives according to their need.



What are the potential criticisms or challenges
associated with the future communist society as
presented in the Manifesto?

Common criticisms include concerns about the suppression of individual
freedoms, the potential for authoritarianism during the transition, the
practicalities of resource allocation without market mechanisms, and the
historical experiences of states claiming to implement communism.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the Communist Manifesto and the vision of a
future communist society, with short descriptions:

1.

The Communist Manifesto

This foundational text, co-authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, lays
out the historical development of class struggle and the inevitable rise of
the proletariat to overthrow capitalism. It famously advocates for a society
where the means of production are owned by the community, leading to the
abolition of private property and the creation of a classless, stateless
society. The Manifesto serves as a rallying cry for revolutionary change and
outlines the core principles of communism.

2.

Socialism: Utopian and Scientific

In this work, Friedrich Engels distinguishes between earlier, more idealistic
forms of socialism and the scientific socialism developed by Marx and
himself. He argues that their approach is grounded in historical materialism
and the scientific analysis of economic and social forces. Engels explains
how the inherent contradictions of capitalism would inevitably lead to its
downfall and the establishment of a socialist society, eventually evolving
into communism.

3.

Critique of the Gotha Programme

Karl Marx offers a scathing critique of a proposed program for the unified
German Workers' Party, highlighting his distinct ideas about the transition
from capitalism to communism. He distinguishes between a lower phase of
communism, where distribution is based on labor contributed, and a higher
phase, where the principle of "from each according to his ability, to each
according to his needs" is realized. Marx emphasizes that the state would
wither away entirely in the higher phase of communism.



The German Ideology

This philosophical work by Marx and Engels critically examines the ideas of
Young Hegelians and establishes the core tenets of historical materialism.
They argue that history is driven by the development of modes of production
and the resulting social relations, with consciousness shaped by material
conditions. The book envisions a communist society as one where individuals
are freed from alienation and can develop their full potential in a
cooperative and communal existence.

5.

The State and Revolution

Vladimir Lenin, a key figure in the application of Marxist theory, outlines
his understanding of the state's role in class society and its eventual
abolition under communism. He argues that the state is an instrument of class
oppression and that a socialist transition requires a "dictatorship of the
proletariat" to suppress counter-revolution. Lenin elaborates on Marx's
concept of the state "withering away" as class antagonisms disappear in a
communist society.

6.

The Principles of Communism

This shorter, preparatory work by Friedrich Engels for the Communist
Manifesto explains the basic principles of communism in a question-and-answer
format. It outlines the historical development of private property, the role
of capitalism in creating the proletariat, and the necessity of revolution to
establish a communist society. Engels clearly articulates the idea of common
ownership of the means of production as the basis for a future communist
system.

7.

On Authority

Friedrich Engels addresses the perceived contradiction between liberty and
authority within revolutionary movements. He argues that authority is
necessary during a revolution to coordinate action and overcome the
resistance of the bourgeoisie. However, he posits that in a future communist
society, many forms of authority would become obsolete as people collectively
manage production and social affairs democratically.

8.



A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy

While this book predates the Communist Manifesto, it lays crucial groundwork
for Marx's later theories on historical materialism and the critique of
capitalism. It examines the relationship between the economic structure and
the superstructure of society, arguing that economic forces drive historical
change. This foundational text helps to understand the material conditions
that Marx believed would necessitate and enable a communist future.

9.

Capital, Vol. 1

Although primarily a critique of capitalism, Karl Marx's monumental work, Das
Kapital, provides the analytical framework for understanding the inherent
contradictions that would lead to its demise and the eventual emergence of
communism. By dissecting the processes of capital accumulation, exploitation,
and alienation, Marx demonstrates the unsustainable nature of capitalism. The
book implicitly points towards a future where these exploitative mechanisms
are dismantled, paving the way for a rational, planned economy and a society
free from capitalist class divisions.
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