
communist manifesto basic principles
The Communist Manifesto, authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, remains one of the most
influential political documents in history, outlining the fundamental tenets of communism.
Understanding its core ideas is crucial for grasping the historical and ongoing impact of communist
thought on global politics and economics. This article delves into the communist manifesto basic
principles, exploring its analysis of history, the critique of capitalism, the concept of class struggle,
the envisioned role of the proletariat, and the ultimate goals of a communist society. We will dissect
each fundamental principle, providing a comprehensive overview of this pivotal work.
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Understanding the Communist Manifesto Basic
Principles

The Communist Manifesto, published in 1848, is a foundational text that articulates the core
ideology of communism. It provides a sweeping historical analysis, arguing that history is defined by
class struggle. The document meticulously dissects the nature of capitalist society, highlighting its
inherent contradictions and the exploitation of the working class, the proletariat. It then proposes a
revolutionary path for the proletariat to overthrow the bourgeoisie and establish a classless society.
This article aims to provide a clear and accessible explanation of the communist manifesto basic
principles, making its complex ideas understandable for a broad audience. By examining its key
arguments, readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the historical significance and enduring
relevance of Marx and Engels' seminal work.

The Historical Role of Communism

Marx and Engels begin the Communist Manifesto by asserting that "The history of all hitherto
existing society is the history of class struggles." This statement encapsulates a fundamental



principle of their philosophy: historical materialism. They believed that economic systems and the
relationships of production are the primary drivers of historical change, not ideas or individuals.

Historical Materialism and the Stages of Society

According to Marx and Engels, throughout history, societies have progressed through various
stages, each characterized by a dominant mode of production and a specific class structure. They
identified several key historical epochs, including ancient slavery, feudalism, and finally, capitalism.
In each of these stages, a ruling class controlled the means of production and exploited a
subordinate class. For instance, in feudalism, landowners (lords) exploited agricultural laborers
(serfs). In capitalism, the bourgeoisie, who own the means of production (factories, land, etc.),
exploit the proletariat, who own only their labor power.

The Manifesto argues that communism is the inevitable next stage in this historical progression. It is
presented not as an arbitrary political ideal but as a logical outcome of the internal contradictions
and eventual demise of capitalism. The inherent dynamism of capitalism, while creating immense
productive forces, also sowed the seeds of its own destruction by creating and concentrating a
powerful, organized, and increasingly exploited working class.

Class Struggle: The Engine of History

The concept of class struggle is arguably the most central and pervasive theme within the
Communist Manifesto. Marx and Engels posited that societal development is not a smooth,
evolutionary process but rather a series of conflicts between opposing social classes, each with its
own interests and goals related to the means of production.

The Bourgeoisie and the Proletariat

In the context of capitalism, the primary antagonistic classes are the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
The bourgeoisie represents the capitalist class, the owners of capital and the means of production.
Their wealth and power stem from their ownership and control over factories, businesses, and other
productive assets. The proletariat, conversely, is the working class, those who possess no means of
production other than their own labor power, which they must sell to the bourgeoisie to survive.

The relationship between these two classes is inherently one of exploitation. The bourgeoisie
extracts surplus value from the labor of the proletariat, meaning they pay workers less than the
value their labor creates. This surplus value is the source of profit for the capitalist and the
foundation of their wealth accumulation. The Manifesto illustrates how this dynamic leads to
increasing polarization and conflict.



The Role of Conflict in Social Advancement

Marx and Engels did not view class struggle as a regrettable aspect of society but as a necessary
catalyst for progress. They argued that the contradictions and tensions inherent in class-based
societies inevitably lead to revolutionary upheaval. Each revolution, by overthrowing the existing
mode of production and the dominant class, paves the way for a new, more advanced stage of
development. The communist revolution, therefore, is presented as the ultimate class struggle, one
that will abolish class distinctions entirely.

Critique of Capitalism and Bourgeois Society

A significant portion of the Communist Manifesto is dedicated to a scathing critique of capitalism
and the societal structures it creates. Marx and Engels argued that while capitalism had achieved
remarkable feats in terms of industrial development and global interconnectedness, its underlying
principles led to immense suffering, alienation, and instability.

The Destabilizing Nature of Capitalism

The Manifesto highlights the inherent cyclical nature of capitalist crises, characterized by periods of
boom followed by devastating busts. This instability, they argued, stems from the anarchic nature of
production under capitalism. Capitalists produce for profit, not for social need, leading to
overproduction and subsequent economic downturns. These crises disproportionately affect the
proletariat, leading to widespread unemployment and poverty.

Alienation of Labor

Another key critique is the concept of alienation. Under capitalism, Marx and Engels argued,
workers become alienated from their labor, the products of their labor, their fellow workers, and
even themselves. The repetitive, dehumanizing nature of factory work, divorced from craftsmanship
and creativity, reduces the worker to a mere cog in a machine. The product of their labor, owned by
the capitalist, becomes a foreign object, further reinforcing their estrangement.

The Bourgeoisie's Role in Globalization

Interestingly, Marx and Engels acknowledged the revolutionary impact of the bourgeoisie in
smashing feudal barriers and creating a global market. They recognized that capitalism had "created
more massive and more colossal productive forces than all preceding generations put together."
However, this globalizing force also created the conditions for a global proletariat, united by their
shared experiences of exploitation across national borders.



The Proletariat: The Revolutionary Class

The Communist Manifesto identifies the proletariat not merely as victims of capitalism but as its
gravediggers and the agents of revolutionary change. Their unique position within the capitalist
system, devoid of ownership and united by shared experience, makes them the most logical and
powerful force for its overthrow.

The Growing Power of the Proletariat

As capitalism develops, Marx and Engels predicted that the proletariat would grow in size and in its
awareness of its collective power. The concentration of workers in factories and cities facilitated
communication, organization, and the development of class consciousness. They argued that the
very forces that bind the proletariat together under capitalism—the shared struggle for survival, the
common experience of exploitation—would eventually be channeled into a revolutionary movement.

The Proletarian Revolution

The Manifesto envisions a revolution led by the proletariat to dismantle the capitalist system. This
revolution would not be a mere change of government but a fundamental transformation of the
economic and social order. The goal of the revolution is to seize the means of production from the
bourgeoisie and place them under the control of the working class.

This seizure of power would involve the establishment of a "dictatorship of the proletariat," a
transitional phase where the working class would consolidate its power, suppress counter-
revolutionary forces, and begin the process of building a communist society. This phase was seen as
necessary to prevent the bourgeoisie from regaining control and to manage the transition to a
classless system.

Abolition of Private Property

One of the most widely discussed and often misunderstood communist manifesto basic principles is
the call for the abolition of private property. It is crucial to clarify what Marx and Engels meant by
this.

Distinguishing Between Personal and Private Property

The Manifesto makes a clear distinction between personal property and private property, specifically
referring to the abolition of bourgeois private property – the private ownership of the means of
production by capitalists. They did not advocate for the confiscation of personal belongings or the
fruits of one's own labor (e.g., a writer's book royalties, in a non-capitalist society). Their focus was



on ending the ownership of factories, land, and capital that allowed one class to exploit another.

The Means of Production for the Common Good

The abolition of private property, in this context, meant transferring the ownership and control of
the means of production from the hands of the capitalist class to the hands of the entire community,
represented by the state or the workers themselves. The goal was to utilize these resources for the
benefit of all society, rather than for the private profit of a few. This would allow for planned
production based on societal needs, eliminating the waste and crises associated with capitalist
competition.

The Communist Vision of Ownership

In a communist society, the Manifesto suggests, property would be owned collectively. This
collective ownership would eliminate the basis for class divisions and exploitation. The fruits of labor
would be distributed according to need, or according to contribution, depending on the stage of
communist development envisioned. The ultimate aim was a society where the power derived from
ownership was dispersed and utilized for the common good.

The Communist State and the Transition to
Communism

The Communist Manifesto outlines a vision for the post-revolutionary period, emphasizing the
transitional role of the state and the eventual withering away of the state itself as communism is
realized.

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat as a Transition

As previously mentioned, the "dictatorship of the proletariat" is presented as a necessary, albeit
temporary, phase. This state would be a workers' state, controlled by the majority (the proletariat) to
suppress the remnants of the bourgeoisie and to manage the transformation of society. It would
involve the expropriation of capital from the bourgeoisie and the organization of production on a
national scale.

Transitional Measures

The Manifesto lists several transitional measures that the proletariat, upon gaining political
supremacy, would put into effect. These measures are designed to weaken the power of the
bourgeoisie and centralize the means of production under the control of the working class.



Abolition of the right of inheritance.

Centralization of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank with state capital
and an exclusive monopoly.

Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the state.

Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the state; cultivation of lands in
accordance with a common plan.

Equal liability of all to labor. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.

Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the distinction
between town and country, by a more equable distribution of the population over the country.

Public education for all children. Abolition of children’s factory labour in its present form.
Combination of education with industrial production, &c, &c.

The overthrow of oppressive political regimes and the establishment of worker control.

It's important to note that these measures were seen as specific to the conditions of mid-19th
century Europe and were intended as examples of how the proletariat might assert its control.

The Withering Away of the State

A key long-term principle of communist theory, though less emphasized in the Manifesto itself than
in later Marxist writings, is the eventual "withering away of the state." Once the class distinctions
are abolished and the means of production are collectively owned and managed, the need for a
coercive state apparatus would disappear. Society would then transition to a truly communist phase,
characterized by "from each according to his ability, to each according to his need." In this stateless,
classless society, communal self-governance would prevail.

Key Takeaways on Communist Manifesto Basic
Principles

In summary, the communist manifesto basic principles offer a profound critique of capitalist society
and a vision for a radically different future. The core tenets revolve around a historical
interpretation driven by class struggle, the inherent exploitation within capitalism, the revolutionary
potential of the proletariat, the abolition of bourgeois private property, and a transitional phase
leading to a classless, stateless society. Understanding these fundamental principles is essential for
anyone seeking to comprehend the intellectual and historical currents that have shaped much of the
modern world.



Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of Communist
Manifesto Basic Principles

The Communist Manifesto, with its articulated communist manifesto basic principles, continues to
be a subject of intense study and debate. Its analysis of capitalism's inherent contradictions, its
identification of class struggle as a historical driver, and its call for the liberation of the proletariat
have resonated with millions and inspired movements across the globe. While the historical
implementations of communist ideology have varied widely and often deviated from the theoretical
ideals, the foundational concepts presented by Marx and Engels remain critical for understanding
historical materialism, the critique of economic inequality, and the ongoing dialogue surrounding
social justice and economic systems. The Manifesto's enduring power lies in its ability to provoke
critical thought about the structures of power and the potential for societal transformation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core idea of class struggle as described in the
Communist Manifesto?
The Communist Manifesto posits that throughout history, society has been characterized by a
continuous struggle between opposing social classes, primarily the oppressors and the oppressed. In
the capitalist era, this struggle is fundamentally between the bourgeoisie (the owners of the means
of production) and the proletariat (the working class).

How does the Manifesto view the role of the bourgeoisie in
historical development?
The Manifesto acknowledges that the bourgeoisie has played a revolutionary role in history. It broke
down feudal systems, revolutionized production, and created unprecedented productive forces.
However, it also argues that the bourgeoisie's inherent contradictions will inevitably lead to its
downfall.

What is the Communist Manifesto's stance on private
property?
The Communist Manifesto advocates for the abolition of bourgeois private property, which it defines
as property based on class antagonisms and the exploitation of labor. It distinguishes this from
personal property (possessions for use) and calls for the socialization of the means of production.

What is the ultimate goal of communism according to the
Manifesto?
The ultimate goal of communism, as outlined in the Manifesto, is the establishment of a classless
society where the means of production are communally owned, the exploitation of man by man is
abolished, and the free development of each is the condition for the free development of all.



What is the role of the proletariat in achieving communism,
according to the Manifesto?
The Manifesto identifies the proletariat as the revolutionary class destined to overthrow the
bourgeoisie. It argues that the proletariat, due to its exploited position and the concentration of
workers in factories, is the only class capable of initiating and carrying through the socialist
revolution and building a communist society.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the basic principles of the Communist Manifesto, each with a short
description:

1.

The Inheritance of Marx: A Modern Reading
This book explores the foundational concepts laid out in the Communist Manifesto and traces their
influence on subsequent political and economic thought. It delves into ideas of class struggle,
historical materialism, and the critique of capitalism. The author examines how these core principles
have been interpreted and adapted throughout history, offering a fresh perspective for
contemporary readers.

2.

Class Struggle: The Engine of History
Focusing on a central tenet of the Manifesto, this work dissects the concept of class struggle as a
driving force behind societal change. It analyzes the historical development of different class
systems and the inherent conflicts that arise from them. The book argues that understanding these
dynamics is crucial for comprehending social evolution and the potential for revolution.

3.

The Specter of Revolution: Manifesting Change
This title examines the revolutionary spirit embedded within the Communist Manifesto and its call
for a fundamental societal upheaval. It discusses the conditions that Marx and Engels identified as
leading to revolution and the proposed methods for achieving it. The book investigates the historical
instances where these ideas have been put into practice and their often complex outcomes.

4.

Capitalism's Contradictions: A Critical Examination
This book directly engages with the Manifesto's critique of capitalism, exploring its inherent
contradictions and perceived exploitative nature. It unpacks arguments about alienation, surplus
value, and the concentration of wealth. The author provides an in-depth analysis of how these
criticisms have shaped economic discourse and continue to be debated today.



5.

Workers of the World Unite! The Call to Solidarity
Highlighting another key principle, this book emphasizes the Manifesto's appeal for international
working-class solidarity. It explores the historical context of this call and its subsequent impact on
labor movements and global politics. The author discusses the challenges and successes of achieving
unity across national borders.

6.

From Each According to His Ability: Principles of Distribution
This title delves into the future society envisioned by the Manifesto, particularly its principles of
resource allocation and contribution. It discusses the concept of a society where needs are met and
individuals contribute based on their capabilities. The book analyzes the utopian ideals and practical
considerations of such a system.

7.

The Abolition of Private Property: A Reappraisal
This work critically examines the Communist Manifesto's controversial proposal for the abolition of
private property. It dissects what "private property" meant in the context of the Manifesto and
explores the implications of communal ownership. The author offers a nuanced perspective on this
core idea, considering its theoretical underpinnings and practical challenges.

8.

The Communist State: From Theory to Practice
This book investigates the theoretical blueprints for a communist state as outlined or implied in the
Manifesto and explores their translation into historical reality. It examines the role of the state in a
transition to communism and the potential for its eventual "withering away." The author analyzes
the varied implementations and their consequences.

9.

The End of History? Reassessing Historical Materialism
This title engages with the Manifesto's concept of historical materialism and its prediction of
communism as the final stage of human history. It critically evaluates this overarching theory and its
predictions about societal progression. The book explores whether historical materialism offers a
valid framework for understanding current global dynamics.
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