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Colorado Nursing License Requirements: Your Comprehensive
Guide

Embarking on a nursing career in Colorado is an exciting prospect, but navigating the intricacies of
obtaining your nursing license can feel daunting. This comprehensive guide is designed to demystify the
Colorado nursing license requirements, providing you with all the essential information you need to
successfully apply. Whether you're a new graduate, an experienced nurse looking to relocate, or exploring
a career change, understanding the specific steps and qualifications is paramount. We'll cover everything
from educational prerequisites and examination details to endorsement processes and renewal procedures,
ensuring you have a clear roadmap to your Colorado nursing license.

The Colorado Board of Nursing oversees the licensure of Registered Nurses (RNs), Licensed Practical
Nurses (LPNs), and Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs), each with distinct pathways. This
article will break down these requirements, offering clarity on the application process, background checks,
and continuing education mandates. By the end, you'll be well-equipped to confidently pursue your
nursing aspirations in the Centennial State, making the journey to obtaining your Colorado nursing license
as smooth as possible.
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Understanding Different Nursing Roles and Their Requirements

The nursing profession encompasses a variety of roles, each with specific educational backgrounds, skill sets,
and responsibilities. In Colorado, the Board of Nursing distinguishes between Registered Nurses (RNs),
Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs), and Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs). Understanding
these distinctions is the first crucial step in determining the correct pathway for your Colorado nursing
license. Each license type has unique educational prerequisites, examination requirements, and scope of
practice, all of which are meticulously outlined by the state regulatory body.

RNs typically possess a broader scope of practice, often involving more complex patient assessments, care
planning, and medication administration. LPNs, while vital members of the healthcare team, focus on more
basic patient care under the supervision of RNs or physicians. APRNs, such as Nurse Practitioners, Nurse
Anesthetists, Nurse Midwives, and Clinical Nurse Specialists, have advanced education and training,
allowing them to practice with a higher degree of autonomy and often prescribe medications. This section
will briefly introduce these roles to provide context before delving into the specific Colorado nursing
license requirements for each.

Registered Nurse (RN) License Requirements in Colorado

Obtaining a Registered Nurse (RN) license in Colorado involves meeting several key criteria set forth by
the Colorado Board of Nursing. This process ensures that all RNs practicing in the state possess the
necessary knowledge, skills, and ethical standards to provide safe and effective patient care. The primary
pathways to RN licensure include completing an approved nursing education program and passing the
national licensure examination. Understanding these core components is fundamental for aspiring RNs in
Colorado.

Educational Prerequisites for RNs

To be eligible for an RN license in Colorado, applicants must have successfully completed a nursing
education program that is accredited by a recognized accrediting body and approved by the Colorado Board
of Nursing. These programs can be at the Associate's Degree in Nursing (ADN) or Bachelor of Science in
Nursing (BSN) level. The curriculum must include theoretical instruction and supervised clinical
experience in various nursing specialties. Graduates of foreign nursing programs must have their
transcripts evaluated by an approved credential evaluation service to ensure they are equivalent to U.S.
nursing education standards.



NCLEX-RN Examination

A critical requirement for all RN applicants in Colorado is passing the National Council Licensure
Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). This standardized examination assesses the knowledge,
skills, and abilities necessary for safe and effective nursing practice. Candidates must first register with
Pearson VUE to receive an Authorization to Test (ATT) after their application for licensure has been
processed by the Colorado Board of Nursing. It is essential to prepare thoroughly for the NCLEX-RN, as a
passing score is mandatory for licensure.

Application Process for RN Licensure

The application for an RN license in Colorado is typically submitted online through the Colorado
Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) website. This involves completing a detailed application form,
providing personal information, educational history, and answering questions related to any criminal
history or disciplinary actions. Applicants will also need to submit official transcripts directly from their
nursing program and pay the required application and examination fees. Prompt and accurate submission of
all required documentation is vital to avoid delays.

Background Checks and Fingerprinting

As part of the Colorado nursing license requirements, all applicants must undergo a criminal background
check and fingerprinting. This process is conducted through the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Applicants will be provided with instructions on how to submit
their fingerprints electronically or via traditional ink cards. Any findings from the background check will
be reviewed by the Board of Nursing to determine eligibility for licensure. Full disclosure of any criminal
convictions or disciplinary actions is mandatory.

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) License Requirements in
Colorado

The pathway to becoming a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) in Colorado shares similarities with RN
licensure but involves a distinct educational track and national examination. LPNs play a crucial role in
providing direct patient care, administering medications, and assisting with treatments under the
supervision of RNs and physicians. Meeting the Colorado nursing license requirements for LPNs ensures
that these essential healthcare professionals are competent and prepared for their responsibilities.



Educational Prerequisites for LPNs

Aspiring LPNs in Colorado must complete a state-approved practical nursing education program. These
programs are typically shorter than RN programs and are offered at vocational schools, community colleges,
or technical centers. The curriculum focuses on fundamental nursing principles, patient care techniques,
and pharmacology relevant to practical nursing. Similar to RNs, graduates from foreign LPN programs will
need their credentials evaluated to ensure equivalency.

NCLEX-PN Examination

Successful completion of the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN) is a
mandatory requirement for all LPN license applicants in Colorado. This examination assesses the entry-
level practical nurse's knowledge and skills. Candidates must first apply for licensure with the Colorado
Board of Nursing and, upon approval, receive an Authorization to Test (ATT) from Pearson VUE to
schedule their exam. Thorough preparation for the NCLEX-PN is crucial for licensure.

Application Process for LPN Licensure

The application process for an LPN license in Colorado mirrors that of the RN application, primarily
conducted online via the DORA website. Applicants must accurately complete the application form,
providing all requested personal, educational, and professional information. Submission of official transcripts
from the accredited LPN program and payment of all applicable fees are also required. It's important to
ensure all information is truthful and complete to facilitate a smooth application review.

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) License
Requirements in Colorado

Colorado recognizes several types of Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs), including Nurse
Practitioners (NPs), Certified Nurse Midwives (CNMs), Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs),
and Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNSs). Each APRN role requires advanced education, national certification,
and specific authorization from the Colorado Board of Nursing to practice. Obtaining an APRN license in
Colorado involves a more specialized application process beyond basic RN licensure.



APRN Specializations and Scope of Practice

The scope of practice for APRNs in Colorado is defined by their specific specialization and national
certification. For instance, Nurse Practitioners can specialize in various areas such as family practice,
pediatrics, or adult-gerontology, each with a distinct scope of practice that includes diagnosing illnesses,
developing treatment plans, and prescribing medications. The Colorado Board of Nursing outlines the
specific competencies and practice areas for each APRN category.

National Certification

A fundamental requirement for Colorado APRN licensure is current, valid national certification in the
applicant's area of practice. This certification must be issued by a recognized credentialing body approved
by the Colorado Board of Nursing. National certification validates that the APRN has met rigorous standards
of knowledge and competence in their specialty. It is crucial to ensure that the certification obtained aligns
with the specific APRN role being sought.

Colorado-Specific APRN Application

In addition to holding an active RN license in Colorado and national certification, APRN applicants must
submit a separate application for APRN authorization. This application will require proof of graduation from
an approved graduate-level APRN program, verification of national certification, and any other supporting
documentation as specified by the Board. The application process may also involve attestation to
understanding and adhering to the Colorado Nurse Practice Act and Board rules related to APRN practice.

Collaboration and Supervision Requirements

Depending on the APRN specialization and the specific practice setting, Colorado may have collaboration or
supervision requirements. For example, some Nurse Practitioners may be required to practice under a
collaborative agreement with a physician or another qualified healthcare provider, particularly regarding
prescriptive authority. The specifics of these arrangements are governed by Colorado law and Board of
Nursing regulations, and applicants must be aware of these stipulations when applying for their APRN
license.



Colorado Nursing License by Endorsement

For nurses who hold a valid, active license in another U.S. state or territory and wish to practice in
Colorado, the process of obtaining licensure by endorsement is available. This pathway allows qualified
nurses to transfer their existing licensure without having to repeat the NCLEX examination, provided
certain criteria are met. Understanding the Colorado nursing license requirements for endorsement is
essential for nurses relocating to the state.

Eligibility for Endorsement

To be eligible for RN or LPN licensure by endorsement in Colorado, applicants must demonstrate that they
have graduated from an approved nursing education program and have successfully passed the NCLEX-
RN or NCLEX-PN examination in another state. Additionally, applicants must have practiced nursing for
at least one year within the preceding five years, or have completed an approved refresher course or
additional education if they have been out of practice longer. Any disciplinary actions in other states must
also be disclosed and evaluated.

Required Documentation for Endorsement

The application for licensure by endorsement in Colorado requires several key documents. This includes a
completed application form, verification of licensure from all other states where the applicant has held a
nursing license, and official transcripts from the nursing education program. Applicants will also need to
complete the background check and fingerprinting process. In some cases, a curriculum vitae or resume
detailing nursing experience may be requested.

Processing Time for Endorsement Applications

The processing time for endorsement applications can vary depending on the completeness of the
submitted information and the current workload of the Colorado Board of Nursing. It is advisable for
applicants to allow ample time for processing, typically several weeks to a few months. Ensuring all
required documentation is submitted accurately and promptly can help expedite the review process for
obtaining your Colorado nursing license.



Renewing Your Colorado Nursing License

Maintaining an active nursing license in Colorado requires adherence to renewal requirements, which
primarily involve completing continuing education and submitting a renewal application with fees. The
Colorado Board of Nursing mandates these stipulations to ensure that all licensed nurses stay current with
advancements in healthcare, evolving best practices, and patient safety standards. Proactive management of
your license renewal is crucial to avoid lapses in your ability to practice.

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

Registered Nurses (RNs) and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) in Colorado are required to complete a
specific number of continuing education units (CEUs) during each renewal period. Typically, this
requirement is 30 contact hours every two years. A portion of these hours may be designated for specific
topics, such as safe prescribing practices or human trafficking prevention, as mandated by the Board.
APRNs have additional continuing education requirements related to their specialty and prescriptive
authority.

License Renewal Process and Fees

The renewal process for Colorado nursing licenses is generally conducted online through the DORA portal.
Applicants will need to access their online profile, attest to having met the continuing education
requirements, and pay the applicable renewal fee. The Board of Nursing may conduct audits to verify CE
completion, so it is important for nurses to keep detailed records of their completed coursework. Renewal
notices are typically sent out prior to the expiration date.

Maintaining Active Licensure

To maintain an active Colorado nursing license, nurses must ensure that their license does not expire. It is
the licensee's responsibility to be aware of their renewal date and to complete all requirements in a timely
manner. Practicing nursing with an expired license is illegal and can lead to disciplinary action. Keeping
contact information updated with the Board of Nursing is also important to receive important
communications regarding license renewal and any changes to Colorado nursing license requirements.



Frequently Asked Questions About Colorado Nursing License
Requirements

Navigating the specifics of obtaining or maintaining a nursing license can bring forth numerous questions.
The Colorado Board of Nursing provides guidance on many common inquiries, but understanding the
nuances of the application, renewal, and endorsement processes is vital. This section addresses some of the
most frequently asked questions concerning Colorado nursing license requirements to offer further clarity
and assist applicants in their journey.

How long does it take to get a nursing license in Colorado after applying?

What are the specific requirements for an out-of-state nurse to get a Colorado nursing license?

Are there any specific background check requirements for nurses in Colorado?

What is the cost of obtaining a nursing license in Colorado?

How can I verify if my nursing education program is approved by the Colorado Board of Nursing?

Conclusion: Achieving Your Colorado Nursing License

Securing your Colorado nursing license is a significant milestone, and understanding the detailed Colorado
nursing license requirements is the key to a successful application process. Whether you are pursuing
licensure as a Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical Nurse, or an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse,
adherence to educational standards, examination success, and thorough application procedures are
paramount. This guide has outlined the essential steps, from initial education and national exams like the
NCLEX to endorsement for those moving from other states and the ongoing commitment to continuing
education for license renewal.

By meticulously following the guidelines provided by the Colorado Board of Nursing and utilizing
resources available through the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA), you can confidently navigate
the path to becoming a licensed nurse in Colorado. Remember the importance of accuracy, completeness,
and timeliness in all submissions to ensure a smooth transition into your nursing career in the Centennial
State. Your dedication to meeting these Colorado nursing license requirements will pave the way for a
rewarding and impactful career serving the healthcare needs of Colorado residents.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the minimum education required to obtain a nursing license in
Colorado?
Colorado requires a minimum of a diploma or associate's degree in nursing (ADN) from an approved
nursing program to be eligible for licensure as a Registered Nurse (RN). For Licensed Practical Nurses
(LPNs), a diploma or certificate from an approved LPN program is required.

Do I need to pass a national exam to get my Colorado nursing license?
Yes, all candidates for RN and LPN licensure in Colorado must pass the National Council Licensure
Examination (NCLEX). For RNs, it's the NCLEX-RN, and for LPNs, it's the NCLEX-PN.

How do I apply for a Colorado nursing license?
Applications are typically submitted online through the Colorado Board of Nursing website. This involves
creating an account, filling out the application, paying fees, and submitting required documents like your
education verification and NCLEX results.

What is the process for transferring a nursing license from another state
to Colorado (endorsement)?
To practice in Colorado with an existing RN or LPN license from another state, you'll apply for licensure
by endorsement. This usually involves submitting an application, verification of your out-of-state license,
and potentially undergoing a background check. You must hold a license that is in good standing in the
other state.

Are there any specific background check requirements for Colorado
nursing licenses?
Yes, all applicants for nursing licensure in Colorado must undergo a criminal background check, which
includes fingerprinting. This is a mandatory part of the application process.

How long does it typically take to get a Colorado nursing license?
Processing times can vary, but it generally takes several weeks to a few months from the time a complete
application is submitted. Factors like NCLEX scheduling and background check completion can affect the
timeline.



What are the renewal requirements for a Colorado nursing license?
Colorado nursing licenses must be renewed periodically, typically every two years. Renewal requires
completing a renewal application, paying a fee, and attesting to the completion of continuing education
requirements, which usually involve a certain number of contact hours of approved education.

Can I get a temporary nursing permit in Colorado while my application is
pending?
The Colorado Board of Nursing may issue temporary permits to eligible applicants who have met most
requirements, allowing them to practice under supervision while awaiting their permanent license.
Specific eligibility criteria apply and can be found on the Board's website.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Colorado nursing license requirements, each starting with `

`, with short descriptions:

1. `

Navigating Colorado's Nursing License: A Practical Guide

`
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the entire Colorado
nursing licensure process, from initial application to renewal. It breaks
down the specific requirements set forth by the Colorado Board of
Nursing, including educational prerequisites, examination details, and any
specialized endorsements. Readers will find clear, step-by-step
instructions and helpful tips to avoid common pitfalls.

2. `

Colorado Nurse Practice Act: Understanding Your Scope



`
Delve into the foundational legal framework governing nursing practice
in Colorado. This title meticulously explains the Nurse Practice Act,
outlining the duties, responsibilities, and limitations of licensed nurses
within the state. It’s essential for understanding what is permitted and
expected of nurses in Colorado, ensuring safe and ethical practice.

3. `

The Colorado RN Exam Prep: Mastering the NCLEX-RN in the
Centennial State

`
Specifically tailored for aspiring Registered Nurses in Colorado, this guide
focuses on preparing for the NCLEX-RN. It covers common question
formats, test-taking strategies, and areas of knowledge frequently tested,
all within the context of Colorado's healthcare landscape. The book aims to
build confidence and competence for success on the licensing exam.

4. `

Colorado LPN Licensing: From Application to Employment

`
This resource provides a detailed roadmap for individuals seeking to
obtain their Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) license in Colorado. It covers
the application procedures, required coursework, and the LPN
certification exam. The book also offers insights into the job market and
common employment settings for LPNs in Colorado.

5. `



Continuing Education for Colorado Nurses: Staying Compliant and
Growing

`
Focusing on the ongoing requirements for licensed nurses, this book
outlines the mandatory continuing education (CE) credits needed to
maintain a Colorado nursing license. It explores approved CE providers,
tracking methods, and the types of learning activities that fulfill the
state’s mandates. The guide also highlights opportunities for professional
development and specialization.

6. `

Colorado Nursing Licensure Renewal: A Smooth Transition

`
This book is designed to guide current Colorado nurses through the
license renewal process. It details the timeline for renewal, necessary
documentation, and any changes in regulations that might affect existing
licensees. The aim is to ensure a hassle-free renewal, keeping nurses in
good standing and actively practicing.

7. `

Specialty Nursing in Colorado: Endorsements and Advanced Practice

`
For nurses looking to expand their practice or gain specialized credentials
in Colorado, this title is invaluable. It explains the requirements for
endorsements, such as in IV therapy or specific specialties, as well as the
pathway to becoming an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN)
in the state. The book outlines the specific educational and examination



criteria for these advanced roles.

8. `

Telehealth Nursing in Colorado: Regulatory Compliance and Best
Practices

`
As telehealth becomes increasingly prevalent, this book addresses the
unique licensing and regulatory considerations for nurses providing care
remotely within Colorado. It covers interstate licensure compacts, specific
telehealth practice guidelines, and ethical considerations for virtual
patient interactions. The guide ensures nurses practicing telehealth in
Colorado are compliant and effective.

9. `

Colorado Nursing Jurisprudence: Ethics and Legalities for Practice

`
This title delves into the ethical and legal principles that underpin
nursing practice in Colorado. It covers professional conduct, patient rights,
and legal responsibilities specific to the state's healthcare system.
Understanding these concepts is crucial for maintaining a license and
providing high-quality, legally sound patient care.
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