
colonial era economic development
planning usa
The economic development planning of the colonial era in the USA laid the
groundwork for a nation's future prosperity. Understanding how these early
economic strategies, driven by mercantilism and nascent capitalism, shaped
trade, agriculture, and industry is crucial for appreciating the trajectory
of American economic history. This article delves into the multifaceted
approaches to colonial era economic development planning in the USA,
exploring the motivations behind these plans, the key sectors targeted, the
role of imperial powers, and the emergent challenges and innovations. We will
examine how geographical influences, labor systems, and burgeoning markets
dictated the economic blueprints of the thirteen colonies, ultimately paving
the way for the independent economic powerhouse that the United States would
become.

Table of Contents

The Mercantilist Framework: Imperial Goals
and Colonial Realities

Early Economic Development Planning:
Motivations and Objectives

Key Sectors in Colonial Economic Development
Planning

Regional Variations in Colonial Economic
Strategies

Labor and its Role in Colonial Economic



Development

Challenges and Innovations in Colonial
Economic Planning

The Legacy of Colonial Era Economic
Development Planning

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Early
Economic Blueprints

The Mercantilist Framework: Imperial Goals and
Colonial Realities

The economic development planning of the colonial era in the USA was
overwhelmingly shaped by the prevailing mercantilist economic theory. This
dominant ideology posited that national wealth and power were best served by
accumulating precious metals, achieved through a favorable balance of trade.
For Great Britain, the primary colonizing power, the American colonies were
envisioned as vital sources of raw materials and captive markets for finished
British goods. This imperial perspective dictated much of the early economic
planning, often prioritizing the needs of the mother country over the
unfettered growth of the colonies themselves. Regulations like the Navigation
Acts were instrumental in this framework, designed to channel colonial trade
exclusively through British ships and ports, thereby maximizing British
revenue and control. The economic development planning was therefore an
extension of imperial foreign policy, aiming to strengthen the metropole
through the exploitation of its overseas territories.

However, the reality on the ground often diverged from these meticulously
laid imperial plans. Colonial merchants and planters, driven by their own
burgeoning economic interests, frequently found ways to circumvent these
restrictive measures. Smuggling became a widespread practice, a testament to
the colonists' ingenuity and their desire for greater economic freedom. This
constant tension between imperial control and colonial aspiration formed a
critical dynamic in the evolution of colonial economic development planning.



While the overarching objective was to serve British economic interests, the
very act of establishing and sustaining colonies fostered the seeds of
independent economic thought and practice.

Early Economic Development Planning:
Motivations and Objectives

The motivations behind early economic development planning in the American
colonies were multifaceted, extending beyond mere imperial dictates. Founding
colonies were often established with specific economic objectives in mind,
whether it was the search for precious metals, the cultivation of profitable
cash crops, or the development of strategic trading posts. For instance,
Jamestown was initially conceived as a venture to find gold and other riches,
a direct reflection of the Spanish success in the Americas. Similarly, the
economic development planning for the New England colonies was influenced by
the desire to establish a self-sustaining society based on small-scale
farming, fishing, and shipbuilding, catering to both local needs and broader
European markets.

The objectives of this planning varied significantly. For some colonies, the
primary goal was the extraction of specific valuable resources, like timber
from the abundant forests or tobacco from the fertile Southern soil. For
others, it was about establishing a secure foothold for settlement and
population growth, which in turn fueled local economies. The overarching
objective, from the colonial perspective, was often to achieve a degree of
economic self-sufficiency while simultaneously contributing to the wealth of
the sponsoring nation or company. This delicate balance, often precarious,
defined the early stages of economic development planning across the thirteen
colonies. The pursuit of these varied objectives shaped the diverse economic
landscapes that emerged.

Resource Extraction and Exploitation

A cornerstone of colonial economic development planning was the systematic
extraction and exploitation of natural resources. The vast forests provided
timber essential for shipbuilding, construction, and fuel, making lumber a
vital export commodity for colonies like Massachusetts and New Hampshire. The
rich fishing grounds off the Atlantic coast, particularly for cod, supported
a significant industry in New England, providing food and a valuable export
product. In the South, the fertile land and suitable climate proved ideal for
cultivating lucrative cash crops such as tobacco, rice, and indigo. These
crops, in high demand in Europe, became the economic backbone of colonies
like Virginia, Maryland, South Carolina, and Georgia, driving their economic
development planning towards large-scale plantation agriculture.



Establishment of Trading Networks

Establishing robust trading networks was another critical component of
colonial economic development planning. The colonies needed to import
manufactured goods, tools, and other necessities that they could not produce
themselves. Simultaneously, they sought markets for their surplus
agricultural products and raw materials. This led to the development of
complex inter-colonial and transatlantic trade routes. Ports like Boston,
Philadelphia, and Charleston became bustling centers of commerce,
facilitating the exchange of goods. The economic development planning often
involved encouraging the growth of these ports and the merchant class that
managed this vital trade. These networks were crucial for the economic
survival and growth of the colonies.

Agricultural Specialization

Agricultural specialization was a natural outcome of differing geographical
conditions and the economic priorities set forth in colonial development
planning. The Southern colonies, with their long growing seasons and fertile
soil, focused heavily on labor-intensive cash crops like tobacco and rice.
This led to the development of the plantation system and a distinct socio-
economic structure. In contrast, the Middle Colonies, with their diverse
climates and soil types, engaged in more diversified agriculture, producing
grains like wheat and corn, which became significant export items. The New
England colonies, facing shorter growing seasons and rocky soil, leaned
towards subsistence farming, fishing, small-scale manufacturing, and
shipbuilding, adapting their economic development planning to their specific
environmental constraints.

Key Sectors in Colonial Economic Development
Planning

Several key economic sectors received considerable attention in the economic
development planning of the colonial era. Agriculture was undeniably the most
dominant sector, providing the sustenance for the growing population and the
raw materials for export. The focus on cash crops in the South and
diversified farming in the Middle Colonies underscored its importance. Beyond
agriculture, shipbuilding emerged as a vital industry, particularly in New
England, capitalizing on the abundant timber resources and the demand for
vessels to support trade. Fishing also played a significant role, providing a
crucial food source and export commodity.

Furthermore, nascent manufacturing and processing industries began to take
root, albeit often hindered by British restrictions. Sawmills, gristmills,



and blacksmith shops were essential for local economies, processing raw
materials into usable goods. The economic development planning of the
colonies therefore encompassed not just primary production but also the early
stages of value addition, laying the groundwork for future industrialization.
The desire to foster these sectors, even within the constraints of
mercantilism, was a persistent theme.

Agriculture and Plantation Economy

Agriculture was the bedrock of the colonial economy, and its planning was
central to the survival and prosperity of the settlements. The economic
development planning in the Southern colonies, in particular, revolved around
the establishment and expansion of large plantations focused on cash crops.
Tobacco was the premier cash crop in Virginia and Maryland, driving
significant economic growth but also leading to soil depletion and an
increasing reliance on enslaved labor. Rice and indigo cultivation dominated
South Carolina and Georgia, requiring specialized knowledge and labor. The
success of these plantation economies was a direct outcome of deliberate
economic development planning aimed at meeting European demand and generating
substantial profits, albeit at a high human cost.

Shipbuilding and Maritime Trade

The shipbuilding industry was a crucial element of colonial economic
development planning, especially in the northern colonies. Abundant timber
resources, skilled labor, and access to waterways provided the ideal
conditions for this sector. Colonial-built ships were essential for
transporting goods within the colonies and to markets in Britain and
elsewhere. The economic development planning recognized the strategic
importance of a strong maritime presence, both for commerce and for defense.
The growth of port cities like Boston, New York, and Philadelphia was
intrinsically linked to the expansion of shipbuilding and the thriving
maritime trade networks they supported.

Fishing and Whaling

Fishing, particularly cod fishing, was a cornerstone of the New England
economy and a significant focus of its economic development planning. The
rich fishing grounds off the Grand Banks provided a bountiful harvest,
yielding a valuable commodity for local consumption and export. Dried and
salted cod was a staple food in many parts of the world. Whaling also emerged
as an important industry, providing oil for lamps and other products. The
economic development planning in these coastal regions directly supported
these maritime activities through the provision of infrastructure and the



encouragement of skilled labor.

Small-Scale Manufacturing and Crafts

While large-scale industrialization was not a feature of the colonial era,
the economic development planning did foster the growth of small-scale
manufacturing and crafts. Sawmills and gristmills were essential for
processing lumber and grain. Blacksmiths, tanners, shoemakers, and other
artisans provided vital goods and services for local communities. These
activities, while not always heavily promoted by imperial powers, were
essential for the self-sufficiency of the colonies and contributed to their
overall economic development. The economic development planning at the local
level often prioritized supporting these essential craft industries.

Regional Variations in Colonial Economic
Strategies

The economic development planning in the thirteen American colonies exhibited
significant regional variations, largely dictated by differences in
geography, climate, natural resources, and founding objectives. New England,
with its rocky soil and harsh winters, focused on a diversified economy. Its
economic development planning emphasized small-scale farming, fishing,
shipbuilding, and a growing merchant class engaged in international trade.
The Puritan ethos also influenced a focus on community self-sufficiency and
industriousness.

The Middle Colonies, encompassing Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, and
Delaware, benefited from fertile land and navigable rivers, allowing for a
more diverse agricultural output. Their economic development planning
fostered the growth of wheat and corn production, making them the
"breadbasket colonies." These colonies also developed significant trading
centers and a more ethnically diverse population, contributing to a vibrant
commercial economy. The Southern colonies, conversely, were defined by their
plantation system, driven by the economic development planning that focused
on cultivating lucrative cash crops like tobacco, rice, and indigo. This
agricultural specialization, dependent on a large labor force, shaped their
social and economic structures profoundly.

New England: Diversification and Maritime Focus

The economic development planning for New England was a study in adaptation
and diversification. Faced with challenging agricultural conditions, the
colonists turned to the sea and the forest. Shipbuilding, fueled by abundant



timber, became a cornerstone industry, providing ships for trade and fishing
fleets. The cod fishing industry was meticulously developed, with significant
attention given to curing and exporting dried cod, a highly sought-after
commodity. The economic development planning also encouraged small-scale
manufacturing, such as textiles and ironworks, to meet local demands. The
strong merchant class, adept at navigating complex trade routes, was a direct
product of this strategic economic development planning.

Middle Colonies: Agricultural Abundance and Trade
Hubs

The Middle Colonies, blessed with rich soil and a more temperate climate, saw
their economic development planning heavily skewed towards agriculture. The
cultivation of grains, particularly wheat, became a major economic driver,
leading to the moniker "breadbasket colonies." The economic development
planning actively encouraged the growth of agriculture and the processing of
agricultural products, such as flour milling. Furthermore, cities like
Philadelphia and New York emerged as crucial trading hubs, facilitated by the
economic development planning that supported port infrastructure and
attracted merchants from various backgrounds. This created a dynamic and
growing commercial economy.

Southern Colonies: Plantation Economy and Cash Crops

The economic development planning in the Southern colonies was distinctly
shaped by the profitability of cash crops, most notably tobacco. The
introduction of tobacco cultivation transformed the region's economy, leading
to the development of large plantations and a hierarchical social structure.
The economic development planning prioritized the expansion of land under
cultivation for tobacco and later for rice and indigo. This system created
immense wealth for a planter class but also led to a heavy reliance on
enslaved labor and a less diversified economy compared to other regions. The
economic development planning here was largely driven by the insatiable
demand for these staple crops in Europe.

Labor and its Role in Colonial Economic
Development

Labor was a fundamental element in the economic development planning of the
colonial era, though its form and application varied dramatically. Initially,
indentured servitude was a common practice, where individuals agreed to work
for a set number of years in exchange for passage to the colonies and the
promise of land or freedom. This provided a crucial labor force for clearing



land, building infrastructure, and cultivating crops. However, the economic
development planning of the Southern colonies, in particular, increasingly
shifted towards the use of enslaved African labor. This system, driven by the
demand for intensive cultivation of crops like tobacco and rice, became
deeply entrenched and formed the bedrock of the Southern plantation economy.
The economic development planning in these regions was intrinsically tied to
the acquisition and management of enslaved people.

The availability and cost of labor significantly influenced the types of
economic activities that were pursued and the scale at which they operated.
In regions with more readily available or cheaper labor, such as the South
with its enslaved population, large-scale agricultural enterprises
flourished. In contrast, in New England, where labor was scarcer and more
expensive, the economic development planning focused on activities that were
less labor-intensive or utilized skilled labor more efficiently, such as
shipbuilding and maritime trade. The economic development planning of the
colonies thus had to constantly contend with the dynamics of the labor
market.

Indentured Servitude

Indentured servitude played a pivotal role in the early stages of colonial
economic development planning. It provided a structured way to secure a labor
force for the demanding tasks of establishing new settlements and cultivating
land. The economic development planning often involved policies to encourage
or facilitate the arrival of indentured servants. While the terms of
indenture could be harsh, it offered a pathway to land ownership and a new
life for many Europeans, contributing to the growth and expansion of the
colonies. The economic development planning was, in many ways, reliant on
this system of contracted labor.

Enslaved Labor System

The establishment and expansion of the enslaved labor system were a direct
consequence of specific economic development planning, particularly in the
Southern colonies. The high demand for labor-intensive cash crops like
tobacco and rice made the acquisition of enslaved Africans a seemingly cost-
effective solution for planters. The economic development planning in these
regions actively supported and perpetuated this institution, shaping the
economic, social, and political landscape for centuries. The profitability of
these colonial ventures was heavily reliant on the forced labor of enslaved
people, a grim but undeniable aspect of colonial economic development
planning.



Free Labor and Skilled Artisans

While indentured servitude and enslaved labor were prominent, free labor also
played a crucial role in colonial economic development planning. Skilled
artisans, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, and coopers, were essential for
producing goods and maintaining infrastructure. In New England and the Middle
Colonies, where the plantation system was less prevalent, free labor and
skilled craftsmanship were more central to the economic fabric. The economic
development planning in these areas often involved supporting local artisans
and small businesses, contributing to a more diversified and less
exploitative economic model.

Challenges and Innovations in Colonial Economic
Planning

Colonial economic development planning was fraught with challenges, ranging
from the inherent difficulties of establishing societies in new territories
to the restrictive policies imposed by imperial powers. The lack of
established infrastructure, the scarcity of capital, and the constant threat
of disease and conflict presented formidable obstacles. Furthermore, the
mercantilist system, while intended to benefit Britain, often stifled
colonial economic initiative and led to resentment. The economic development
planning had to navigate these constraints while simultaneously trying to
foster growth.

Despite these hurdles, colonial periods also witnessed significant
innovations. Colonists developed new agricultural techniques suited to
American soils, pioneered new trade routes, and created unique financial
instruments to facilitate commerce. The informal but widespread practice of
smuggling, while illegal, demonstrated a form of economic innovation and
adaptability in response to restrictive policies. The economic development
planning of the colonies was a dynamic process, constantly adapting to new
circumstances and demands, often leading to unforeseen but ultimately
beneficial outcomes for the emerging American economy.

Navigating Mercantilist Restrictions

A primary challenge for colonial economic development planning was operating
within the rigid framework of British mercantilism. The Navigation Acts, for
instance, dictated that colonial trade must be conducted on English ships and
that certain enumerated goods could only be shipped to England. These
restrictions were designed to ensure that Britain benefited exclusively from
colonial production and trade. The economic development planning often
involved finding ways to comply with these laws while also seeking



opportunities for greater economic freedom and profit, such as developing
inter-colonial trade or finding loopholes in imperial regulations. This
constant negotiation shaped the strategic thinking behind colonial economic
development planning.

Developing Infrastructure

The development of essential infrastructure was a continuous challenge and a
key area of focus in colonial economic development planning. Building roads,
bridges, ports, and mills required significant labor and investment, often
with limited resources. The economic development planning prioritized
projects that would facilitate the movement of goods and people, connect
settlements, and support key industries. The construction of these vital
arteries of commerce was crucial for the expansion and integration of
colonial economies. The success of economic development planning was often
directly linked to the progress in infrastructure development.

Financial and Monetary Systems

The establishment of stable financial and monetary systems was another
significant challenge that colonial economic development planning had to
address. Colonies often lacked a consistent supply of hard currency, leading
to reliance on barter, foreign currencies, and various forms of paper money.
The economic development planning sometimes involved attempts to create
colonial currencies or banks, though these efforts were often met with
resistance or failed due to lack of backing or imperial interference. The
development of credit systems and mechanisms for financing trade and
investment was crucial for sustained economic growth, and this remained an
ongoing area of focus in economic development planning.

The Legacy of Colonial Era Economic Development
Planning

The economic development planning of the colonial era left an indelible mark
on the future trajectory of the United States. The foundational industries
established, such as agriculture, shipbuilding, and trade, continued to grow
and evolve. The regional economic specializations that emerged, driven by
early planning, persisted for generations. The entrepreneurial spirit and the
drive for economic opportunity that characterized colonial life became
enduring traits of the American character, fostered by the very act of
building new economies.

Moreover, the challenges and innovations of this period informed later



economic policies and laid the groundwork for the nation's eventual
industrialization and global economic leadership. The debates surrounding
economic freedom, regulation, and the role of government in economic
development that began in the colonial era continued to shape American
economic policy. The legacy of colonial era economic development planning is
thus not just a historical footnote but a crucial part of understanding the
economic DNA of the United States.

Foundation for Future Industrialization

The early efforts in manufacturing and processing, however rudimentary,
established a base for future industrialization. The skills learned in
shipbuilding, ironworking, and textile production provided the human capital
and technical knowledge necessary for later industrial advancements. The
economic development planning, by fostering these nascent industries,
inadvertently laid the groundwork for the massive industrial growth that
would characterize the 19th century. This continuity demonstrates the long-
term impact of colonial economic development planning.

Shaping Regional Economic Identities

The distinct regional economic identities forged during the colonial period
continued to influence the nation's economic landscape for centuries. The
agricultural heartland of the South, the commercial centers of the Middle
Colonies, and the industrial and maritime hubs of New England each maintained
their unique economic characteristics, a direct legacy of their respective
economic development planning. These regional specializations contributed to
the overall diversity and complexity of the American economy.

Entrepreneurship and Market Economy

The colonial experience fostered a strong sense of entrepreneurship and an
inclination towards a market-based economy. Facing the need to create wealth
and opportunities from scratch, colonists engaged in a wide range of economic
activities, often with a focus on innovation and profit. The economic
development planning, whether driven by imperial powers or by local
initiative, encouraged this spirit of enterprise, which became a defining
characteristic of the American economy and a key driver of its long-term
success.



Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Early
Economic Blueprints

In conclusion, the colonial era economic development planning in the USA was
a complex and dynamic process that laid the essential groundwork for the
nation's future prosperity. Shaped by the mercantilist ambitions of Great
Britain and the practical needs of settlers, this early planning focused on
resource extraction, agricultural specialization, and the development of
trade networks. The significant regional variations in economic strategies,
from the diversified maritime economies of New England to the plantation-
based systems of the South, highlight the adaptive nature of colonial
economic development planning. The critical role of labor, whether through
indentured servitude or the brutal system of enslaved labor, profoundly
influenced the economic structures that emerged. Despite numerous challenges,
including imperial restrictions and infrastructural deficits, the colonial
period also witnessed remarkable innovation and the burgeoning of an
entrepreneurial spirit. The legacy of this early economic development
planning continues to resonate, having established foundational industries,
shaped regional economic identities, and instilled a deep-seated drive
towards a market economy that would propel the United States to global
economic prominence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary economic goals of British
colonial governments in North America?
The primary economic goals were to extract valuable resources (like timber,
furs, tobacco, and indigo), establish profitable trade routes, foster
mercantilist policies that benefited Great Britain through a favorable
balance of trade, and create self-sustaining colonies that could absorb
British manufactured goods.

How did mercantilism shape colonial economic
development planning in the USA?
Mercantilism dictated that colonies existed to enrich the mother country.
Economic development planning focused on producing raw materials for Britain
and serving as a market for British goods. Navigation Acts, for example,
restricted colonial trade to British ships and ports, aiming to control and
profit from colonial commerce.

What role did agriculture play in the economic



planning of the colonial era?
Agriculture was foundational. Planning often involved identifying the most
profitable cash crops suitable for specific regional climates (e.g., tobacco
in the Chesapeake, rice and indigo in the Carolinas). Land distribution
policies and labor systems, including indentured servitude and later chattel
slavery, were crucial aspects of agricultural economic planning.

How did trade and commerce influence economic
development planning in the colonies?
Trade was a central pillar. Planning involved establishing port cities,
developing shipping infrastructure, and navigating complex trade networks.
Colonial governments and merchants actively sought to expand trade with
Britain, the Caribbean, and even other European nations (often illicitly to
circumvent British regulations), influencing the types of goods produced and
exported.

Were there regional differences in economic
development planning across the colonies?
Yes, significant differences existed. New England focused on shipbuilding,
fishing, and small-scale farming, with early manufacturing emerging. The
Middle Colonies had mixed economies with grain production and trade. The
Southern Colonies heavily planned around large-scale plantation agriculture,
particularly tobacco and later cotton, reliant on enslaved labor.

What was the impact of European wars and conflicts
on colonial economic development planning?
Wars often disrupted trade and strained colonial economies. However, they
also sometimes spurred local production of goods previously imported and
created opportunities for privateering or supplying war efforts, influencing
demand for certain colonial products and requiring adjustments in economic
planning.

How did the development of infrastructure (roads,
ports) factor into colonial economic planning?
Infrastructure development was critical for facilitating trade and resource
extraction. Planning included establishing and maintaining roads, canals, and
ports to connect producers with markets and to enable efficient movement of
goods, thus underpinning the success of specific economic ventures.

What were the main challenges faced in colonial



economic development planning?
Key challenges included dependence on Great Britain for manufactured goods
and capital, trade restrictions and regulations imposed by the British
government, labor shortages, the constant threat of war, and the vastness and
undeveloped nature of the territory requiring significant investment and
organization.

How did colonial governments encourage or regulate
economic activities?
Colonial governments used a variety of tools, including granting land,
offering bounties for specific products, establishing monopolies for certain
trades, imposing taxes, and enacting regulations to control currency, labor,
and trade practices, all aimed at directing economic development according to
their perceived needs and British imperial interests.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to colonial era economic development planning
in the USA, with descriptions:

1.

The Shaping of American Economy: Colonial Roots
This book explores the nascent economic systems and nascent planning efforts
that characterized the British colonies in North America. It delves into how
colonial governments and influential figures conceived and implemented
strategies for resource extraction, trade, and the development of early
industries. The text examines the motivations behind these plans, often
driven by mercantilist policies and the desire for self-sufficiency, laying
the groundwork for future American economic growth.

2.

Mercantilism and the Colonies: Economic Design in
Practice
This title focuses on the overarching economic philosophy of mercantilism and
its direct application to the colonial American economy. It analyzes how
imperial powers, particularly Britain, designed and enforced economic
regulations and incentives to benefit the mother country. The book details
the specific plans and policies enacted to foster colonial production for
export, restrict colonial manufacturing, and manage trade flows.

3.



From Plantation to Port: Colonial Trade Strategies
This work investigates the development of trade networks and the economic
planning that supported them within the thirteen colonies. It highlights how
different regions focused on specific commodities and how trade routes were
established and managed. The book discusses the role of ports, shipping, and
financial instruments in facilitating colonial commerce and the efforts to
direct this trade for provincial and imperial advantage.

4.

The Politics of Prosperity: Colonial Economic
Governance
This title examines the governmental structures and political decisions that
influenced economic development in colonial America. It looks at how colonial
assemblies and proprietary governments engaged in economic planning,
including taxation, infrastructure projects, and land distribution. The book
analyzes the debates and compromises that shaped economic policies and the
impact of these decisions on the lives of colonists.

5.

Early American Industrialization: Seeds of
Development
This book traces the very beginnings of industrial activity in the colonies
and the informal or formal planning that encouraged it. It explores how
skills were transferred, resources were organized, and nascent manufacturing
enterprises were established. The text examines the role of local demand,
imported technologies, and entrepreneurial ventures in laying the foundations
for later industrial expansion.

6.

Land and Labor: Colonial Economic Foundations
This title delves into the crucial elements of land ownership and labor
systems as the bedrock of colonial economic planning. It analyzes how land
was allocated and managed, influencing settlement patterns and agricultural
development. The book also explores the various forms of labor, from
indentured servitude to slavery, and how these systems were integrated into
the economic strategies of the colonies.

7.

Imperial Design: British Economic Planning for the
Americas
This work shifts the focus to the economic planning undertaken by Great



Britain itself for its North American colonies. It details the imperial
vision for the colonies, which often involved shaping their economies to
serve British interests. The book examines how policies were enacted to
encourage resource extraction, prevent direct competition with British
industries, and foster a dependent economic relationship.

8.

Frontier Economics: Planning the Expansion of the
Colonial Economy
This title explores the economic considerations and planning involved in the
westward expansion of colonial settlement. It discusses how new territories
were opened for agriculture and resource exploitation, and the economic
justifications for this growth. The book examines the challenges and
opportunities presented by the frontier and how economic strategies adapted
to these conditions.

9.

Colonial Commerce and Regulation: Blueprint for a
New World
This book analyzes the specific regulations and frameworks put in place to
govern colonial commerce, effectively acting as economic planning documents.
It explores acts like the Navigation Acts and their intended impact on
colonial trade patterns and economic specialization. The text discusses how
these regulations were designed to create a structured and predictable
economic environment within the imperial system.
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