colonial america history us

The story of colonial america history us is a captivating saga of exploration, settlement,
and the forging of a new identity across a vast and untamed continent. From the ambitious
voyages of early European explorers to the complex social structures that emerged, this
period laid the foundational stones for the United States we know today. We'll delve into
the motivations behind colonization, the diverse peoples who inhabited these lands, and
the economic, political, and religious forces that shaped life in the thirteen colonies.
Understanding this era is crucial to grasping the enduring legacies and challenges that
continue to resonate in American society. Prepare to journey back in time to uncover the
pivotal moments and intricate details of colonial America.
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Early European Exploration and Claims

The dawn of European exploration in the Americas marked the beginning of a profound
transformation, forever altering the trajectory of continents and cultures. Driven by a
potent mix of economic ambition, religious fervor, and the thirst for discovery, European
powers began to cast their eyes westward across the Atlantic Ocean. While Norse
explorers had made brief forays centuries prior, it was the voyages of Christopher
Columbus, beginning in 1492, that truly ignited the Age of Exploration and subsequent
colonization. These initial expeditions were not merely about charting new territories; they
represented the vanguard of imperial ambitions, seeking riches, trade routes, and
strategic advantages for their sponsoring nations.

Spain was among the first to establish a significant presence, driven by the allure of gold
and silver. Their conquistadors, like Hernan Cortés and Francisco Pizarro, carved out vast
empires in Mexico and Peru, exploiting existing indigenous civilizations. However, other
European nations soon followed suit. England, France, and the Netherlands, each with
their own unique motivations and approaches, began to stake their claims along the North
American coastline. These competing claims would inevitably lead to conflict and a
complex geopolitical landscape that would define the colonial era.



The Thirteen Colonies: Foundations and Growth

The establishment of the thirteen British colonies represents a central narrative within the
broader scope of colonial America history us. These diverse settlements, scattered along
the Atlantic seaboard, were not monolithic entities but rather distinct communities, each
with its own origin story, social fabric, and economic drivers. From the early days of
Jamestown, Virginia, founded in 1607 by the Virginia Company as a commercial venture,
to the religiously motivated settlements in New England, the impetus for colonization
varied significantly.

These colonies can be broadly categorized by their geographic regions and the economies
that flourished within them. The New England colonies, such as Massachusetts Bay,
Plymouth, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, were largely characterized by their Puritan and
other Protestant religious foundations, their emphasis on small farming, fishing,
shipbuilding, and close-knit, town-centered communities. The Middle Colonies, including
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, were more diverse ethnically and
religiously, serving as a hub for trade and featuring a more varied agricultural base,
including large grain production. Finally, the Southern colonies—Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia—developed economies heavily reliant on
cash crops like tobacco, rice, and indigo, which in turn led to the widespread adoption of
plantation agriculture and, tragically, the institution of chattel slavery.

Jamestown: The First Permanent English Settlement

The story of Jamestown, Virginia, is a pivotal chapter in the early chapters of colonial
America history us. Established in 1607 by the London Company, its initial purpose was to
find gold and other valuable resources to enrich England and secure its claim in the New
World. The early years were marked by immense hardship, starvation, disease, and
conflict with the indigenous Powhatan Confederacy. Survival was a daily struggle, and
many perished before the colony could establish a stable footing. The introduction of
tobacco cultivation, pioneered by John Rolfe, proved to be the economic salvation of
Jamestown, transforming it into a viable and profitable enterprise.

Plymouth Colony and the Pilgrims

Further north, the Pilgrims, a Separatist group of English Protestants seeking religious
freedom, landed at Plymouth Rock in 1620. Unlike the commercial ambitions of
Jamestown, the Plymouth Colony was founded on principles of religious devotion and
community self-governance. The Mayflower Compact, signed aboard the ship before their
landing, established a framework for democratic rule, demonstrating an early commitment
to self-determination. Their survival was aided by alliances and lessons learned from the
Wampanoag people, particularly Squanto, who taught them vital agricultural techniques.
The story of Plymouth is often intertwined with the popular narrative of the first
Thanksgiving, a symbol of early cooperation.



The Massachusetts Bay Colony and Puritanism

In 1630, another wave of English settlers, the Puritans, arrived and established the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, centered around Boston. Driven by a desire to purify the
Church of England and create a model Christian society, the Puritans brought with them a
strong work ethic, a deep sense of religious duty, and a commitment to education. The
Massachusetts Bay Colony quickly grew into one of the most populous and influential of
the New England settlements, shaping the religious and social landscape of the region for
generations to come. Their influence, however, also led to periods of intolerance towards
those with differing religious views.

Life in Colonial America: Society and Culture

The daily lives of people in colonial America were a tapestry woven from threads of hard
work, community, and distinct social hierarchies. While the romanticized images of
colonial life often focus on grand estates or simple farming villages, the reality was far
more varied and often challenging. The very concept of "society" differed greatly from
region to region, influenced by factors such as economy, religion, and the presence of
indigenous populations and enslaved Africans.

In the bustling port cities and agrarian communities alike, life was demanding. Families,
often large, worked together to maintain farms, produce goods, and manage households.
Education was highly valued in some colonies, particularly in New England, where literacy
was seen as essential for reading the Bible and participating in civic life. However, access
to education was often limited by social class and gender. Social structures were generally
hierarchical, with wealthy landowners and merchants at the top, followed by artisans,
small farmers, laborers, indentured servants, and, at the very bottom, enslaved people,
who were denied basic human rights and freedoms.

Social Structures and Class

The stratification of colonial society was a defining characteristic across the thirteen
colonies, though its manifestations varied. In the Southern colonies, a planter aristocracy,
whose wealth was derived from vast agricultural estates and enslaved labor, held
considerable power and influence. This elite class set social trends and dominated political
life. In contrast, the New England colonies, while not entirely egalitarian, tended to have a
broader base of yeoman farmers and skilled artisans. Still, wealth and social standing
played a significant role in determining an individual's opportunities and influence.
Indentured servants, who agreed to work for a set period in exchange for passage to the
colonies, occupied a precarious position, often straddling the line between freedom and
bondage, with the hope of eventually gaining their own land and independence.



Family Life and Gender Roles

The colonial family was the primary unit of economic and social organization. For men, the
primary responsibilities often revolved around providing for the family through farming,
trade, or skilled labor, and participating in community affairs and governance. Women,
while largely confined to the domestic sphere, played crucial roles in managing the
household, raising children, preparing food, making clothing, and assisting with
agricultural tasks. Their labor was indispensable to the survival and prosperity of the
family. However, women's legal rights were severely limited; they generally could not own
property independently, vote, or hold public office. Despite these constraints, women were
vital contributors to the colonial economy and social stability.

Education and Literacy

The value placed on education differed among the colonies, with New England generally
leading the way. The Puritans, in particular, believed that literacy was essential for
religious understanding and civic participation. As a result, they established early schools,
with some towns mandating the creation of public schools. Harvard College, founded in
1636, was the first institution of higher learning in British North America, initially
intended to train clergy. In contrast, education in the Middle and Southern colonies was
often more informal, provided by private tutors for the wealthy or through religious
instruction. Literacy rates, while generally higher than in England, still varied significantly
based on social class, gender, and geographic location.

Economic Systems and Trade

The economic engines of colonial America were diverse and dynamic, driven by the unique
resources and demands of each region, as well as the overarching mercantilist policies of
Great Britain. Trade was the lifeblood of many colonial settlements, connecting them to
the broader Atlantic economy and, of course, to the mother country. Understanding these
economic systems is key to grasping the prosperity, as well as the tensions, that
characterized this period of colonial America history us.

The concept of mercantilism heavily influenced colonial economies. This economic theory
posited that a nation's wealth and power were best served by increasing exports and
collecting precious metals, thereby maintaining a positive balance of trade. For Great
Britain, the colonies were seen as sources of raw materials and markets for manufactured
goods. This led to a series of Navigation Acts, designed to ensure that trade primarily
benefited England. These acts dictated which goods could be shipped, where they could be
shipped, and by whom, creating both opportunities and significant restrictions for the
colonists.



Agriculture as the Backbone

For the vast majority of colonists, agriculture was the primary means of subsistence and
economic activity. The fertile lands of North America, combined with varied climates,
allowed for the cultivation of a wide range of crops. In New England, small farms
producing grain, vegetables, and livestock were common, supporting a more localized
economy. The Middle Colonies, with their rich soil, became known as the "breadbasket" of
America, exporting substantial quantities of wheat, corn, and other grains. The Southern
colonies, however, developed a distinct agricultural model centered on lucrative cash
crops. Tobacco, in particular, became the dominant crop in Virginia and Maryland, its
cultivation requiring intensive labor and leading to the expansion of the plantation system
and the increased reliance on enslaved labor. Later, rice and indigo became crucial crops
in the Carolinas and Georgia.

The Role of Trade and Shipping

Trade was indispensable to the survival and growth of the colonies. They exported raw
materials like timber, furs, fish, and agricultural products to England and other European
markets. In return, they imported manufactured goods, tools, textiles, and luxury items.
The development of bustling port cities such as Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and
Charleston facilitated this transatlantic commerce. Maritime industries, including
shipbuilding and fishing, also played a significant role in the economies of New England
and other coastal areas. The complex web of trade routes, including the infamous
triangular trade, connected the colonies to Africa and the Caribbean, profoundly shaping
their economic and social structures.

Mercantilism and the Navigation Acts

The economic relationship between the colonies and Great Britain was largely defined by
mercantilism. This system aimed to maximize the wealth of the mother country by
controlling colonial trade and production. The Navigation Acts, a series of laws passed by
the English Parliament beginning in the mid-17th century, were the primary instruments
of this policy. They stipulated that certain colonial goods could only be shipped to
England, that colonial trade must be conducted on English ships, and that many
manufactured goods had to be imported through England. While these acts sometimes
stifled colonial economic development and led to smuggling, they also fostered the growth
of certain industries and provided a protected market for some colonial products.

Religion and Its Influence

Religion was not merely a personal matter in colonial America; it was an integral force
that shaped social norms, political discourse, and the very fabric of daily life. The diverse
religious landscape of the colonies, a consequence of various European reformations and



migratory patterns, fostered both tolerance and significant conflict. Understanding the
role of faith is essential to comprehending the motivations and actions of those who settled
and developed colonial America history us.

From the devout Puritan congregations of New England to the more religiously pluralistic
Middle Colonies, faith permeated nearly every aspect of colonial existence. Churches
served as centers of community life, places of worship, and sometimes even as centers of
education and governance. Religious beliefs often dictated moral codes, social behaviors,
and attitudes towards outsiders. The concept of a "covenant" with God was central to
many colonial identities, influencing their sense of purpose and their vision for the New
World.

The Great Awakening

The 18th century witnessed a significant religious revival known as the Great Awakening.
This period of intense religious fervor swept across the colonies, characterized by
passionate preaching, emotional sermons, and a renewed emphasis on personal piety and
direct spiritual experience. It challenged established religious authorities and fostered a
sense of spiritual equality among colonists, regardless of social standing. Ministers like
Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield played pivotal roles in spreading this revivalist
message, drawing large crowds and sparking widespread religious conversion. The Great
Awakening had profound social and political implications, contributing to a growing sense
of shared identity among colonists and challenging traditional hierarchies.

Religious Diversity and Tolerance

While some colonies were founded with specific religious agendas, others sought to foster
greater diversity and tolerance. Pennsylvania, established by William Penn as a "holy
experiment," welcomed Quakers, Mennonites, Amish, and people of various other faiths,
establishing a tradition of religious freedom. Rhode Island, founded by Roger Williams,
was also a haven for religious dissenters, advocating for separation of church and state.
However, this tolerance was not universal. In Massachusetts, for instance, Puritan
orthodoxy dominated for many years, and individuals like Anne Hutchinson and Roger
Williams were banished for challenging the established religious order. The complex
interplay between religious conviction and the desire for a pluralistic society was a
constant theme throughout the colonial period.

The Role of Churches in Colonial Society

Churches were far more than just places of worship; they were central pillars of colonial
communities. In many towns, the church building served as the meeting house, where
important civic decisions were debated and made. Religious leaders often held significant
social and political influence, their sermons guiding moral conduct and shaping public
opinion. Beyond spiritual guidance, churches also played a role in education, with many



early schools being affiliated with religious institutions. The church provided a framework
for social interaction, communal support, and a sense of shared purpose that was vital for
survival and cohesion in the often-challenging environment of colonial America.

Governance and Political Development

The path to self-governance was a gradual and often contentious one for the thirteen
colonies, laying the groundwork for the future American republic. While ultimately under
British rule, the colonists developed unique systems of governance that reflected their
diverse origins, experiences, and aspirations. The evolution of these political structures is
a crucial element of colonial America history us, demonstrating a growing desire for
autonomy and a sophisticated understanding of political principles.

Each colony had its own charter, granted by the British Crown or by proprietors, outlining
its governance structure. These charters typically established a governor, often appointed
by the Crown or proprietors, and a legislative assembly, usually elected by the colonists.
While the governor represented royal authority, the assemblies increasingly asserted their
rights and powers, particularly concerning taxation and legislation. This dynamic tension
between royal authority and colonial representation would become a recurring theme,
ultimately contributing to the revolutionary movement.

Colonial Assemblies and Representation

Colonial assemblies, such as the House of Burgesses in Virginia, were vital institutions
that provided a voice for the colonists in their own governance. Elected by property-
owning white males, these assemblies were responsible for passing local laws, levying
taxes, and controlling the colonial budget. The principle of "no taxation without
representation" began to take root as these bodies asserted their right to consent to taxes
imposed upon the colonists. The power of the purse, the ability to control government
spending, became a significant leverage point for the assemblies in their dealings with
colonial governors and, eventually, with the British Parliament.

Royal Governors and Colonial Authority

Royal governors were the chief executives of most of the royal colonies and represented
the interests of the British Crown. They possessed significant powers, including the ability
to convene and dissolve legislative assemblies, appoint officials, and veto legislation. This
dual system of governance, with an appointed governor and an elected assembly, often led
to friction. Governors were expected to enforce British policies, while assemblies sought to
protect colonial liberties and interests. The effectiveness and popularity of a governor
often depended on his ability to navigate this complex political landscape and his
willingness to compromise with the colonial leadership.



Local Governance and Town Meetings

Beyond the colonial-level governance, local administration played a crucial role in the
daily lives of colonists. In New England, the town meeting system was a hallmark of
participatory democracy. Eligible male residents gathered to discuss and vote on local
matters, from road maintenance and school funding to the selection of town officials. This
direct form of democracy fostered a strong sense of community responsibility and civic
engagement. In contrast, the Southern colonies often relied more on county governments,
administered by appointed officials and justices of the peace, reflecting the more agrarian
and dispersed nature of their populations.

Seeds of Revolution

The period leading up to the American Revolution was not a sudden outburst but rather a
gradual escalation of grievances, fueled by philosophical ideals and increasing British
attempts to assert greater control over the colonies. The colonists' growing sense of
distinct identity, coupled with perceived infringements on their liberties, created a fertile
ground for revolutionary sentiment. The complex interplay of economic policies, political
disputes, and evolving ideas about governance ultimately sowed the seeds of a
monumental upheaval in colonial America history us.

While the colonists initially viewed themselves as loyal British subjects, a series of events
and policies enacted by the British government in the mid-18th century began to erode
that loyalty. The French and Indian War, while a British victory, left England with a
substantial debt, and Parliament sought to recoup these costs by imposing new taxes and
regulations on the colonies. This shift in British policy, coupled with the colonists' long-
held traditions of self-governance and their burgeoning understanding of Enlightenment
principles, set the stage for open conflict.

Taxation Without Representation

One of the most potent rallying cries of the revolutionary movement was "no taxation
without representation.” Following the French and Indian War, the British Parliament
passed a series of acts designed to raise revenue from the colonies, including the Sugar
Act (1764), the Stamp Act (1765), and the Townshend Acts (1767). These taxes, imposed
directly by Parliament without the consent of colonial elected assemblies, were viewed by
many colonists as a violation of their fundamental rights as Englishmen. Protests,
boycotts, and petitions became common responses, demonstrating a growing resistance to
British authority.

The Intolerable Acts and Growing Resistance



The Boston Tea Party in 1773, a protest against the Tea Act, served as a catalyst for more
stringent British measures. In response, Parliament passed a series of punitive laws
known as the Coercive Acts in the colonies, and more commonly as the Intolerable Acts.
These acts closed the port of Boston, altered the Massachusetts charter to increase royal
control, and allowed British officials accused of crimes to be tried in England. These
measures were seen as an assault on colonial liberties and galvanized widespread support
for resistance across the colonies. The First Continental Congress convened in 1774 to
coordinate a unified response to these perceived injustices.

The Enlightenment and Ideas of Liberty

The intellectual currents of the Enlightenment profoundly influenced colonial thought and
contributed to the revolutionary spirit. Philosophers like John Locke, with his theories on
natural rights, liberty, and the social contract, provided a powerful intellectual framework
for challenging arbitrary authority. Ideas of popular sovereignty, the consent of the
governed, and the right to resist tyranny resonated deeply with colonists who felt their
rights were being violated. Writers and pamphleteers, such as Thomas Paine with his
influential "Common Sense," effectively articulated these ideas to a broad audience,
fanning the flames of rebellion and fostering a shared vision of an independent future.

Indigenous Peoples of Colonial America

It is impossible to tell the story of colonial America history us without acknowledging the
profound and often devastating impact of European colonization on the indigenous peoples
who had inhabited these lands for millennia. Their societies, cultures, and ways of life
were irrevocably altered by the arrival of Europeans, leading to complex interactions,
devastating conflicts, and a tragic loss of land and autonomy.

Before European arrival, North America was home to a vast array of diverse indigenous
nations, each with their own distinct languages, governance structures, spiritual beliefs,
and economic practices. These included powerful confederacies like the Iroquois
(Haudenosaunee) in the Northeast and sophisticated agricultural societies in the
Southeast. Their relationship with the land was deeply spiritual and tied to sustainable
practices, a stark contrast to the European drive for resource extraction and territorial
expansion.

Pre-Columbian Societies

Long before Europeans set foot on American soil, vibrant and complex indigenous
societies thrived. These ranged from nomadic hunter-gatherer groups to settled
agricultural communities with sophisticated social structures and extensive trade
networks. For instance, the Mississippian culture, centered around the Mississippi River
valley, built large mound cities like Cahokia, showcasing advanced engineering and



societal organization. The diversity of these cultures highlights the rich human history that
existed in North America prior to European contact, a history that was tragically disrupted
and, in many cases, annihilated by the ensuing colonization.

Initial Interactions and Conflicts

The initial encounters between Europeans and indigenous peoples were varied, ranging
from cautious diplomacy and trade to outright conflict. Early European settlers, driven by
a desire for land and resources, often viewed indigenous populations with a mixture of
fear and condescension. The introduction of European diseases, to which indigenous
peoples had no immunity, proved catastrophic, decimating populations and weakening
their ability to resist colonization. While some tribes initially engaged in trade and
alliances with Europeans, the insatiable demand for land and resources inevitably led to
escalating tensions and warfare.

Dispossession and Displacement

As European settlements expanded, indigenous peoples faced increasing pressure on their
lands. Treaties, often negotiated under duress or misinterpreted by one party or the other,
were frequently broken by colonial authorities. Military conflicts, such as King Philip's
War in New England, resulted in immense suffering and loss of life for indigenous
communities. The relentless drive for territorial expansion led to the systematic
dispossession and displacement of Native Americans from their ancestral homelands, a
tragic legacy that continues to shape the lives of indigenous peoples today. The impact of
these actions on indigenous cultures and their connection to the land is a profound and
sorrowful chapter in the history of colonial America.

The Legacy of Colonial America

The colonial era, with all its triumphs and tribulations, left an indelible mark on the United
States, shaping its political institutions, social structures, and cultural identity. The
experiences of the thirteen colonies, their struggles for independence, and their evolving
relationship with Great Britain provided the bedrock upon which a new nation was built.
The legacy of colonial America history us is a complex tapestry, woven with threads of
innovation, conflict, and enduring ideals that continue to influence American society
today.

The foundational principles of representative government, individual liberties, and the
pursuit of happiness, though imperfectly applied in the colonial period, became enduring
tenets of American democracy. The economic systems established, while often
exploitative, laid the groundwork for future industrial and commercial growth. However,
the shadows of slavery and the dispossession of indigenous peoples remain critical and
painful aspects of this legacy, reminding us of the inherent contradictions and injustices



that were present from the nation's inception. Examining this period honestly allows us to
better understand the challenges and opportunities that have shaped and continue to
shape the American experience.

Foundations of American Governance

The political experiments undertaken during the colonial period were instrumental in
shaping the future of American governance. The development of colonial assemblies, the
assertion of rights against royal authority, and the eventual Declaration of Independence
all drew upon a rich tradition of political thought and practice. Concepts like separation of
powers, checks and balances, and the idea of a government derived from the consent of
the governed were forged in the crucible of colonial experience. These ideas would later
be codified in the United States Constitution, establishing a framework for a republican
form of government that continues to evolve and adapt.

Enduring Social and Cultural Impacts

The cultural mosaic of colonial America, with its diverse European settlers and
interactions with indigenous peoples and enslaved Africans, laid the groundwork for the
multicultural society that the United States would become. While the colonial period was
marked by significant social stratification and injustice, it also fostered a spirit of
innovation, self-reliance, and a unique American identity. The narratives of exploration,
settlement, and the struggle for freedom continue to be powerful cultural touchstones,
shaping American literature, art, and collective memory. The ongoing reckoning with the
legacies of slavery and the treatment of indigenous peoples remains a vital and
challenging aspect of understanding this period's lasting impact.

The Unfinished Work of the Nation

The ideals espoused during the colonial era, such as liberty and equality, were not fully
realized for all inhabitants. The continued existence of slavery long after independence
and the persistent struggles of marginalized communities underscore the unfinished work
of creating a truly just and equitable society. The ongoing quest to live up to the promises
of the nation's founding principles is a direct consequence of the complexities and
contradictions inherent in colonial America history us. Understanding this history is not
simply an academic exercise; it is essential for grappling with contemporary issues and for
continuing the journey towards a more perfect union.

FAQ: Colonial America History US



Q: What were the main reasons for European
colonization in North America?

A: The primary motivations for European colonization in North America were multifaceted,
including the pursuit of economic wealth (gold, silver, raw materials), the desire to expand
their empires and geopolitical influence, the search for new trade routes, and the spread
of religious beliefs.

Q: How did the thirteen colonies differ from one
another?

A: The thirteen colonies differed significantly in their geography, climate, economy,
religious makeup, and social structures. For example, New England colonies were largely
based on small farming, fishing, and trade, with a strong Puritan influence, while Southern
colonies relied heavily on plantation agriculture, particularly tobacco and rice, and
developed a more hierarchical society with a significant reliance on enslaved labor.

Q: What was the role of indigenous peoples in colonial
America?

A: Indigenous peoples were the original inhabitants of North America and had complex
societies and cultures that predated European arrival. Their interactions with colonists
ranged from trade and alliances to conflict and displacement. European colonization had a
devastating impact on Native American populations through disease, warfare, and the loss
of their lands.

Q: What was mercantilism and how did it affect colonial
economies?

A: Mercantilism was an economic theory that emphasized state power and wealth through
a positive balance of trade, with colonies serving as sources of raw materials and markets
for manufactured goods. The Navigation Acts, enforced under mercantilism, aimed to
direct colonial trade to benefit England, leading to both economic opportunities and
significant restrictions for the colonies.

Q: What was the significance of the Great Awakening?

A: The Great Awakening was a religious revival that swept through the colonies in the
18th century, emphasizing personal piety and emotional religious experience. It
challenged established religious authorities, fostered a sense of spiritual equality, and
contributed to a growing sense of shared identity among colonists.



Q: What were the "Intolerable Acts" and why were they
significant?

A: The Intolerable Acts were a series of punitive measures passed by the British
Parliament in response to the Boston Tea Party. These acts, which included closing the
port of Boston and restricting self-governance in Massachusetts, were seen by colonists as
an attack on their liberties and significantly escalated tensions, pushing the colonies
closer to revolution.

Q: How did Enlightenment ideas influence colonial
thought?

A: Enlightenment ideas, particularly those of philosophers like John Locke on natural
rights, liberty, and the social contract, provided an intellectual framework for challenging
British authority and advocating for self-governance. These ideas fueled the revolutionary
spirit and shaped the principles of American democracy.

Q: What role did slavery play in colonial America?

A: Slavery was a brutal and foundational institution, particularly in the Southern colonies,
where it fueled the plantation economy through the forced labor of enslaved Africans. Its
economic and social impacts were profound, creating a deeply entrenched system of racial
oppression that would have lasting consequences for the United States.
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