ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN JUSTICE SYSTEM

ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM: A MULTIFACETED APPROACH

ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN JUSTICE SYSTEM IS A CRITICAL IMPERATIVE FOR CREATING A MORE EQUITABLE AND
EFFECTIVE SOCIETY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE INTRICATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POVERTY AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM,
EXPLORING HOW FINANCIAL HARDSHIP CAN IMPEDE ACCESS TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION, EXACERBATE CYCLES OF CRIME AND
INCARCERATION, AND ULTIMATELY HINDER REHABILITATION. WE WILL EXAMINE THE SYSTEMIC CHALLENGES THAT
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS, FROM THE INABILITY TO AFFORD BAIL AND LEGAL FEES TO THE
DIFFICULTIES IN ACCESSING ESSENTIAL SOCIAL SERVICES POST-RELEASE. BY UNDERSTANDING THESE COMPLEXITIES, WE CAN
BETTER ADVOCATE FOR MEANINGFUL REFORMS AND IMPLEMENT STRATEGIES THAT PROMOTE ECONOMIC STABILITY AND JUSTICE
FOR ALL. OUR EXPLORATION WILL COVER THE ROOT CAUSES, THE DIRECT IMPACTS ON INDIVIDUALS NAVIGATING THE LEGAL
PROCESS, AND THE INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS BEING CHAMPIONED BY ADVOCATES AND POLICYMAKERS ALIKE.
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THE Vicious CycLE: POVERTY AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

THE ENTANGLEMENT OF POVERTY AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM CREATES A DEEPLY CONCERNING FEEDBACK LOOP THAT PERPETUATES
DISADVANTAGE. FOR INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN POVERTY, THE LIKELIHOOD OF ENCOUNTERING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, WHETHER AS A
DEFENDANT, WITNESS, OR VICTIM, IS SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER. THIS ISN'T NECESSARILY DUE TO A PROPENSITY FOR CRIMINAL
BEHAVIOR BUT RATHER A CONFLUENCE OF FACTORS STEMMING FROM ECONOMIC PRECARITY. LIMITED ACCESS TO EDUCATION,
STABLE HOUSING, AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES CAN CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE MORE VULNERABLE
TO ENGAGING IN ACTIVITIES THAT MAY LEAD TO ARREST. ONCE ENTANGLED, THE FINANCIAL BURDENS ASSOCIATED WITH LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS CAN QUICKLY SPIRAL, MAKING IT INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT TO ESCAPE THE SYSTEM.

CONSIDER THE SIMPLE ACT OF POSTING BAIL. FOR SOMEONE WITH LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, EVEN A MODEST BAIL AMOUNT
CAN BE INSURMOUNTABLE. THIS OFTEN RESULTS IN PRE-TRIAL DETENTION, NOT AS A CONSEQUENCE OF GUILT, BUT DUE TO AN
INABILITY TO PAY. THIS DETENTION HAS CASCADING EFFECTS: INDIVIDUALS LOSE THEIR JOBS, STRAIN FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS,
AND CAN EVEN LOSE CUSTODY OF THEIR CHILDREN. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOLL OF BEING INCARCERATED, EVEN BEFORE A
CONVICTION, IS IMMENSE AND CAN FURTHER ENTRENCH A PERSON IN A CYCLE OF DESPAIR AND LIMITED FUTURE PROSPECTS. THUS,
POVERTY ACTS AS A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER, NOT JUST TO FREEDOM, BUT TO THE VERY NOTION OF A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL
JUSTICE PROCESS.

BARRIERS TO JUSTICE: HOW POVERTY HINDERS ACCESS TO LEGAL
PROCESSES

ONE OF THE MOST PROFOUND WAYS POVERTY IMPACTS THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IS THROUGH THE DENIAL OF ADEQUATE LEGAL
REPRESENTATION. W/HILE THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL IS A CORNERSTONE OF MOST LEGAL SYSTEMS, THE REALITY FOR LOW~INCOME
INDIVIDUALS IS OFTEN FAR FROM IDEAL. PUBLIC DEFENDER SYSTEMS ARE FREQUENTLY UNDERFUNDED AND OVERBURDENED, LEADING
TO ATTORNEYS WHO HAVE UNMANAGEABLE CASELOADS. THIS CAN RESULT IN LESS TIME SPENT ON EACH CASE, POTENTIALLY
LEADING TO LESS THOROUGH INVESTIGATIONS, FEWER PLEA NEGOTIATIONS, AND A DIMINISHED CAPACITY TO MOUNT A ROBUST
DEFENSE. THE QUALITY OF JUSTICE, THEREFORE, CAN BECOME INEXTRICABLY LINKED TO ONE’S FINANCIAL STANDING.

BEYOND THE COST OF LEGAL REPRESENTATION, NUMEROUS OTHER FINANCIAL OBSTACLES EXIST. CourT FEES, FINES, AND



RESTITUTION ORDERS CAN ACCUMULATE RAPIDLY, BECOMING A LIFELONG BURDEN EVEN AFTER AN INDIVIDUAL HAS SERVED THEIR
SENTENCE OR COMPLETED PROBATION. THE INABILITY TO PAY THESE DEBTS CAN LEAD TO FURTHER LEGAL ENTANGLEMENTS, SUCH
AS WAGE GARNISHMENT, LICENSE SUSPENSION, OR EVEN RE-ARREST FOR NON-PAYMENT, WHICH IS OFTEN VIEWED AS A CIVIL
MATTER RATHER THAN A CONSEQUENCE OF CRIMINAL WRONGDOING. THIS CREATES A SYSTEM WHERE FINANCIAL PENALTIES
BECOME A PERPETUAL PUNISHMENT, DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTING THOSE LEAST ABLE TO BEAR THE COST.

THe CosT oF INJUSTICE: FINANCIAL STRAIN ON INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

THE ECONOMIC REPERCUSSIONS OF INTERACTING WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM EXTEND FAR BEYOND COURT-ORDERED PAYMENTS.
FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE INCARCERATED, THE LOSS OF INCOME IS IMMEDIATE AND DEVASTATING. THIS LOSS NOT ONLY
IMPACTS THE INDIVIDUAL BUT ALSO THEIR DEPENDENTS, WHO MAY LOSE THEIR PRIMARY SOURCE OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT.
FAMILIES OFTEN FACE INCREASED POVERTY, RELYING ON ALREADY STRAINED SOCIAL SAFETY NETS OR STRUGGLING TO MAKE ENDS
MEET. THE STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH A CRIMINAL RECORD CAN ALSO CREATE SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO FUTURE EMPLOYMENT
AND HOUSING, FURTHER HINDERING ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND PERPETUATING POVERTY ACROSS GENERATIONS.

REINTEGRATION INTO SOCIETY AFTER RELEASE IS AN UPHILL BATTLE FOR MANY. FINDING STABLE EMPLOYMENT IS A MAJOR
CHALLENGE, AS MANY EMPLOYERS ARE HESITANT TO HIRE INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS. W/ ITHOUT ADEQUATE JOB
TRAINING, MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT, AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT, INDIVIDUALS ARE MORE LIKELY TO RECIDIVATE,
BRINGING THEM BACK INTO THE VERY SYSTEM THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THEIR INITIAL DOWNFALL. THIS CYCLE OF RE-OFFENSE AND
RE-INCARCERATION NOT ONLY DAMAGES INDIVIDUAL LIVES BUT ALSO PLACES A SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC BURDEN ON TAXPAYERS
AND COMMUNITIES.

PATHWAYS TO REFORM: STRATEGIES FOR ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY
REDUCTION IN JUSTICE

ADDRESSING THE INTRICATE LINK BETWEEN POVERTY AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM REQUIRES A MULTI-PRONGED APPROACH FOCUSED
ON SYSTEMIC REFORM AND TARGETED INTERVENTIONS. ADVOCATES ARE PUSHING FOR CHANGES THAT AIM TO DISMANTLE
FINANCIAL BARRIERS AND PROMOTE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO JUSTICE. THESE EFFORTS OFTEN BEGIN WITH A CALL FOR INCREASED
FUNDING FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES TO ENSURE THAT ALL INDIVIDUALS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR INCOME, RECEIVE QUALITY
LEGAL REPRESENTATION. FURTHERMORE, ADVOCATING FOR ALTERNATIVES TO CASH BAIL, SUCH AS RISK ASSESSMENT TOOLS
AND PRE-TRIAL SERVICES, CAN PREVENT UNNECESSARY DETENTION AND ITS DEVASTATING ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES.

ANOTHER CRUCIAL AREA OF ADVOCACY INVOLVES CHALLENGING EXCESSIVE FINES AND FEES. MANY ARGUE THAT THESE
FINANCIAL PENALTIES ARE PUNITIVE RATHER THAN REHABILITATIVE AND DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACT LOW-INCOME
INDIVIDUALS. REFORMING SENTENCING GUIDELINES TO REDUCE MANDATORY MINIMUMS AND PROMOTE A MORE INDIVIDUALIZED
APPROACH TO JUSTICE CAN ALSO HELP MITIGATE THE ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS FACED BY DEFENDANTS. ULTIMATELY, A
COMMITMENT TO POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM MEANS PRIORITIZING SOLUTIONS THAT OFFER GENUINE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR REHABILITATION AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT, RATHER THAN RELYING ON PUNITIVE MEASURES THAT OFTEN
EXACERBATE EXISTING INEQUALITIES.

RepucING RecIDIVISM THROUGH ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND SUPPORT

A KEY COMPONENT OF ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVES FOCUSING ON SUCCESSFUL
REINTEGRATION AND THE PREVENTION OF RECIDIVISM. THIS NECESSITATES ROBUST PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES
OF CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR, WHICH ARE OFTEN INTERTWINED WITH ECONOMIC INSTABILITY. SUCH PROGRAMS INCLUDE COMPREHENSIVE
JOB TRAINING AND PLACEMENT SERVICES TAILORED TO INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS, PROVIDING THEM WITH MARKETABLE
SKILLS AND PATHWAYS TO SUSTAINABLE EMPLOYMENT. ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS ALSO PARAMOUNT, AS STABLE
HOUSING PROVIDES A FOUNDATION FOR STABILITY AND REDUCES THE LIKELIHOOD OF HOMELESSNESS AND RE-OFFENSE.



MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT ARE CRITICAL SUPPORTS THAT MUST BE INTEGRATED INTO REINTEGRATION
EFFORTS. UNTREATED CONDITIONS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPEDE AN INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO MAINTAIN EMPLOYMENT AND STABLE
RELATIONSHIPS, MAKING THEM MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO RETURNING TO CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. FURTHERMORE, FINANCIAL LITERACY
EDUCATION AND ACCESS TO MICROFINANCE OPPORTUNITIES CAN EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO MANAGE THEIR FINANCES
EFFECTIVELY, BUILD CREDIT, AND ACHIEVE GREATER ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE. BY INVESTING IN THESE SUPPORTIVE SERVICES, WE
CAN BREAK THE CYCLE OF POVERTY AND INCARCERATION AND FOSTER MORE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOMES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR
COMMUNITIES.

THE RoLE oF PoLicy AND LEGISLATION IN POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN JUSTICE

EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM HINGES ON INFLUENCING POLICY AND LEGISLATION. THIS
INVOLVES LOBBYING FOR THE PASSAGE OF LAWS THAT REFORM BAIL PRACTICES, LIMIT THE IMPOSITION OF EXCESSIVE FINES AND
FEES, AND EXPAND ACCESS TO EFFECTIVE LEGAL COUNSEL. For INSTANCE, “BAN THE Box” INITIATIVES, WHICH AIM TO REMOVE
QUESTIONS ABOUT CRIMINAL HISTORY FROM INITIAL JOB APPLICATIONS, ARE A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE EFFORT TO REDUCE
EMPLOYMENT BARRIERS FOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS. ANOTHER AREA OF LEGISLATIVE FOCUS IS THE EXPUNGEMENT
AND SEALING OF CRIMINAL RECORDS, WHICH CAN PROVIDE A FRESH START AND OPEN DOORS TO OPPORTUNITIES PREVIOUSLY
CLOSED OFF.

BEYOND DIRECT CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORMS, BROADER LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS THAT ADDRESS SYSTEMIC POVERTY ARE ALSO
VITAL. POLICIES THAT PROMOTE AFFORDABLE HOUSING, INCREASE THE MINIMUM W AGE, EXPAND ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND
VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND STRENGTHEN SOCIAL SAFETY NETS CAN INDIRECTLY BUT POWERFULLY REDUCE THE FLOW OF
INDIVIDUALS INTO THE JUSTICE SYSTEM. ADVOCATES MUST ALSO CHAMPION LEGISLATION THAT SUPPORTS RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE PRACTICES, WHICH FOCUS ON REPAIRING HARM AND PROMOTING ACCOUNTABILITY, RATHER THAN SOLELY ON
PUNISHMENT. BY CREATING A MORE SUPPORTIVE AND EQUITABLE SOCIETAL FRAMEWORK, WE CAN FUNDAMENTALLY ALTER THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POVERTY AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS AND REINTEGRATION SUPPORT

THE MOST IMPACTFUL APPROACHES TO ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM OFTEN EMERGE FROM THE
COMMUNITY LEVEL. LOCAL INITIATIVES PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PROVIDING DIRECT SUPPORT TO INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM AND THE CHALLENGES OF REINTEGRATION. THESE CAN INCLUDE RE-ENTRY
PROGRAMS THAT OFFER A CONTINUUM OF CARE, STARTING FROM PRE-RELEASE PLANNING WITHIN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES AND
EXTENDING TO COMPREHENSIVE POST-RELEASE SERVICES. SUCH PROGRAMS OFTEN PROVIDE A CRUCIAL BRIDGE, CONNECTING
INDIVIDUALS TO ESSENTIAL RESOURCES LIKE HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT , HEALTHCARE, AND SOCIAL SUPPORT NET W ORKS.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS ARE INSTRUMENTAL IN FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING AND REDUCING THE ISOLATION THAT
MANY INDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCE AFTER RELEASE. THEY CAN OFFER MENTORSHIP, PEER SUPPORT GROUPS, AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, ALL OF WHICH ARE VITAL FOR REBUILDING LIVES AND FOSTERING A SENSE OF PURPOSE. FURTHERMOREI THESE
GRASSROOTS EFFORTS OFTEN ACT AS POWERFUL ADVOCATES, SHARING REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES AND EVIDENCE WITH
POLICYMAKERS TO INFORM MORE EFFECTIVE AND COMPASSIONATE LEGISLATION. THE COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY-
BASED SOLUTIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR CREATING LASTING CHANGE AND ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS HAVE THE SUPPORT THEY
NEED TO THRIVE OUTSIDE THE CONFINES OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

THe EcoNoMIC IMPACT OF INCARCERATION ON INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

THE ECONOMIC RAMIFICATIONS OF INCARCERATION RIPPLE THROUGH INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, AND ENTIRE COMMUNITIES. For THE
INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL, THE LOSS OF INCOME IS OFTEN IMMEDIATE AND PROFOUND. THIS CAN PLUNGE FAMILIES INTO SEVERE
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP, FORCING THEM TO MAKE DIFFICULT CHOICES ABOUT ESSENTIAL NEEDS LIKE FOOD, HOUSING, AND
HEALTHCARE. THE BURDEN OFTEN FALLS DISPROPORTIONATELY ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN, WHO MAY BECOME PRIMARY
CAREGIVERS AND BREADWINNERS IN THE ABSENCE OF THE INCARCERATED FAMILY MEMBER. THIS ECONOMIC INSTABILITY CAN



PERPETUATE CYCLES OF POVERTY AND DISADVANTAGE FOR GENERATIONS.

BEYOND THE DIRECT LOSS OF EARNINGS, THE COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES OF A CRIMINAL RECORD CREATE LONG-TERM ECONOMIC
DISADVANTAGES. THESE INCLUDE BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, EDUCATION, AND ACCESS TO PUBLIC BENEFITS. MANY
INDIVIDUALS FIND IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO SECURE STABLE EMPLOYMENT, LEADING TO UNDEREMPLOYMENT, RELIANCE ON PUBLIC
ASSISTANCE, OR A RETURN TO ILLICIT ACTIVITIES OUT OF DESPERATION. THE ECONOMIC COST OF RECIDIVISM, DRIVEN IN PART
BY THESE BARRIERS, IS SIGNIFICANT, PLACING A STRAIN ON PUBLIC RESOURCES AND HINDERING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
THEREFORE, ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IS NOT JUST A MATTER OF SOCIAL JUSTICE,
BUT ALSO AN ECONOMICALLY PRUDENT INVESTMENT IN HUMAN POTENTIAL AND COMMUNITY WELL-BEING.

PATHWAYS TO REFORM: STRATEGIES FOR ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY
REDUCTION IN JUSTICE

TRANSFORMING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM TO ADDRESS POVERTY REQUIRES A MULTIFACETED ADVOCACY STRATEGY. AT ITS CORE,
THIS INVOLVES DISMANTLING FINANCIAL BARRIERS THAT PREVENT EQUITABLE ACCESS TO JUSTICE. THIS INCLUDES ADVOCATING
FOR THE ABOLITION OR SIGNIFICANT REFORM OF CASH BAIL, WHICH OFTEN CRIMINALIZES POVERTY AND LEADS TO PRE-TRIAL
DETENTION FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO BE RELEASED. SIMILARLY, ADVOCATING FOR THE REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION OF
EXCESSIVE COURT FEES, FINES, AND RESTITUTION THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY BURDEN LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS IS A CRITICAL
STEP. THESE FINANCIAL PENALTIES CAN TRAP INDIVIDUALS IN A CYCLE OF DEBT AND RE-OFFENSE, HINDERING THEIR ABILITY TO
REBUILD THEIR LIVES.

FURTHERMORE/ ADVOCATES ARE PUSHING FOR EXPANDED ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE AND HIGH-QUALITY LEGAL REPRESENTATION.
THIS MEANS INCREASING FUNDING FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICES AND EXPLORING INNOVATIVE MODELS OF LEGAL AID. EDUCATION
AND AW ARENESS CAMPAIGNS ARE ALSO VITAL FOR INFORMING THE PUBLIC AND POLICYMAKERS ABOUT THE DEEP-SEATED LINKS
BETWEEN POVERTY AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM. BY HIGHLIGHTING THE HUMAN AND ECONOMIC COSTS OF INJUSTICE, ADVOCATES
AIM TO BUILD A BROAD COALITION OF SUPPORT FOR SYSTEMIC REFORMS. ULTIMATELY, THE GOAL IS TO SHIFT THE FOCUS FROM
PUNITIVE MEASURES THAT EXACERBATE POVERTY TO REHABILITATIVE APPROACHES THAT FOSTER ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND
SOCIAL INCLUSION.

RepucING RecIDIVISM THROUGH ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND SUPPORT

A CORNERSTONE OF ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ROBUST
STRATEGIES TO REDUCE RECIDIVISM BY FOSTERING ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT. THIS
INVOLVES CREATING PATHWAYS TO MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT FOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS, WHICH OFTEN
NECESSITATES COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, AND BUSINESSES. INITIATIVES LIKE
JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS, SKILLS DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS, AND APPRENTICESHIPS TAILORED TO THE NEEDS OF THIS
POPULATION ARE CRUCIAL. ADDRESSING THE EMPLOYMENT GAP IS NOT JUST ABOUT OFFERING A JOB, BUT ABOUT OFFERING A
CAREER WITH THE POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH AND STABILITY.

Bevonp EMPLOYMENT, ACCESS TO STABLE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS A CRITICAL FACTOR IN PREVENTING RECIDIVISM.
HOMELESSNESS IS A SIGNIFICANT PREDICTOR OF RE-ARREST, AND PROVIDING INDIVIDUALS WITH A SAFE AND SECURE PLACE TO
LIVE CREATES A FOUNDATION FOR THEM TO ADDRESS OTHER CHALLENGES IN THEIR LIVES. FURTHERMOREI COMPREHENSIVE MENTAL
HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT SERVICES ARE INDISPENSABLE. UNTREATED CONDITIONS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPEDE
AN INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO REINTEGRATE SUCCESSFULLY, LEADING TO RELAPSE AND FURTHER INVOLVEMENT WITH THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM. BY INVESTING IN THESE HOLISTIC SUPPORT SYSTEMS, WE CAN CREATE A MORE SUSTAINABLE PATH TO DESISTANCE AND
REDUCE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH INCARCERATION.

THeE RoLE OF PoLICY AND LEGISLATION IN POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN JUSTICE



POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE ACTION ARE INDISPENSABLE TOOLS IN THE FIGHT FOR POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM. ADVOCATES MUST ACTIVELY ENGAGE IN SHAPING LEGISLATION THAT DIRECTLY ADDRESSES THE FINANCIAL BARRIERS
FACED BY INDIVIDUALS INTERACTING WITH THE LEGAL SYSTEM. THIS INCLUDES CHAMPIONING LAWS THAT REFORM OR ELIMINATE
CASH BAIL, WHICH HAS PROVEN TO BE A SIGNIFICANT DRIVER OF PRE-TRIAL DETENTION AND A FINANCIAL BURDEN ON LOW~INCOME
DEFENDANTS. SIMILARLY/ ADVOCATING FOR THE REDUCTION OR ELIMINATION OF EXCESSIVE FINES AND FEES, WHICH OFTEN SERVE
AS A PERPETUAL FORM OF PUNISHMENT FOR POVERTY, IS A KEY LEGISLATIVE GOAL.

MOREOVEE, POLICY CHANGES THAT EXPAND ACCESS TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION FOR INDIGENT INDIVIDUALS ARE PARAMOUNT.
THIS MIGHT INVOLVE INCREASING FUNDING FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICES, SUPPORTING LEGAL AID SOCIETIES, OR EXPLORING
ALTERNATIVE MODELS FOR DELIVERING LEGAL SERVICES. BEYOND DIRECT CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORMS, ADVOCATES ALSO WORK
TO INFLUENCE LEGISLATION THAT ADDRESSES THE BROADER DETERMINANTS OF POVERTY. THIS CAN INCLUDE POLICIES THAT
PROMOTE AFFORDABLE HOUSING, INCREASE THE MINIMUM WAGE, EXPAND ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING,
AND STRENGTHEN SOCIAL SAFETY NETS. BY ADVOCATING FOR A COMPREHENSIVE POLICY AGENDA, WE CAN CREATE A JUSTICE
SYSTEM THAT IS NOT ONLY FAIR BUT ALSO SERVES AS A PATHWAY TO ECONOMIC STABILITY AND OPPORTUNITY.

COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS AND REINTEGRATION SUPPORT

THE MOST EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY FOR POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM OFTEN THRIVES AT THE GRASSROOTS
LEVEL. COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS ARE VITAL FOR PROVIDING DIRECT, PERSON-CENTERED SUPPORT THAT ADDRESSES THE
COMPLEX NEEDS OF INDIVIDUALS TRANSITIONING BACK INTO SOCIETY. THESE INITIATIVES OFTEN FILL CRITICAL GAPS LEFT BY
UNDERFUNDED GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS. RE-ENTRY PROGRAMS ARE A PRIME EXAMPLE, OFFERING A CONTINUUM OF CARE THAT CAN
INCLUDE!:

e ASSISTANCE WITH SECURING STABLE HOUSING.

L4 JOB READINESS TRAINING AND PLACEMENT SERVICES.

® MENTORSHIP AND PEER SUPPORT NETWORKS.

e ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.

e HELP WITH OBTAINING IDENTIFICATION AND VITAL DOCUMENTS.

o GUIDANCE ON NAVIGATING PROBATION AND PAROLE REQUIREMENTS.
THESE PROGRAMS ARE NOT JUST ABOUT PROVIDING SERVICES, THEY ARE ABOUT REBUILDING TRUST, FOSTERING A SENSE OF
BELONGING, AND EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS TO BECOME CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS OF THEIR COMMUNITIES. \W/HEN INDIVIDUALS HAVE

ACCESS TO THESE ESSENTIAL RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS, THE LIKELIHOOD OF RECIDIVISM DECREASES SIGNIFICANTLY,
LEADING TO SAFER COMMUNITIES AND A MORE JUST SOCIETY FOR ALL.

THe EcoNoMIC IMPACT OF INCARCERATION ON INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF INVOLVEMENT WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE PROFOUND AND FAR-REACHING, OFTEN
PERPETUATING CYCLES OF POVERTY FOR INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES. FOR THOSE INCARCERATED, THE IMMEDIATE LOSS OF
INCOME CAN BE DEVASTATING, LEADING TO FINANCIAL INSTABILITY AND HARDSHIP. THIS IMPACT IS NOT CONFINED TO THE
INDIVIDUAL, IT EXTENDS TO THEIR DEPENDENTS, WHO MAY LOSE THEIR PRIMARY SOURCE OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT. FAMILIES OFTEN
FACE INCREASED POVERTY, STRUGGLING TO MEET BASIC NEEDS LIKE HOUSING, FOOD, AND HEALTHCARE.

BEYOND THE PERIOD OF INCARCERATION, THE LINGERING EFFECTS OF A CRIMINAL RECORD CREATE SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC
DISADVANTAGES. THESE “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” INCLUDE SUBSTANTIAL BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT, MAKING IT DIFFICULT
FOR INDIVIDUALS TO SECURE STABLE JOBS AND EARN A LIVING WAGE. THIS CAN LEAD TO UNDEREMPLOYMENT, RELIANCE ON



PUBLIC ASSISTANCE, OR A RETURN TO ILLICIT ACTIVITIES OUT OF DESPERATION. THE INABILITY TO FIND GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT
ALSO IMPACTS HOUSING OPTIONS, OFTEN FORCING INDIVIDUALS INTO LESS STABLE OR UNSAFE LIVING SITUATIONS.
ULTIMATELY, ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IS AN ECONOMIC IMPERATIVE, AS IT AIMS TO
UNLOCK HUMAN POTENTIAL, REDUCE THE STRAIN ON PUBLIC RESOURCES, AND FOSTER MORE PROSPEROUS AND EQUITABLE
COMMUNITIES.

PATHWAYS TO REFORM: STRATEGIES FOR ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY
REDUCTION IN JUSTICE

ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM NECESSITATES A STRATEGIC AND COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH
TO SYSTEMIC REFORM. A PRIMARY FOCUS IS ON DISMANTLING THE FINANCIAL BARRIERS THAT IMPEDE FAIR ACCESS TO JUSTICE
FOR LOW~-INCOME INDIVIDUALS. THIS INCLUDES ADVOCATING FOR THE ELIMINATION OR SIGNIFICANT REFORM OF CASH BAIL
SYSTEMS, WHICH OFTEN RESULT IN PRE-TRIAL DETENTION BASED ON FINANCIAL STATUS RATHER THAN RISK. FURTHERMORE,
EFFORTS ARE DIRECTED TOWARDS CHALLENGING EXCESSIVE FINES AND FEES LEVIED BY THE COURTS, WHICH CAN TRAP
INDIVIDUALS IN A PERPETUAL CYCLE OF DEBT AND HINDER THEIR ABILITY TO REINTEGRATE SUCCESSFULLY INTO SOCIETY.

ANOTHER CRITICAL AREA OF ADVOCACY INVOLVES ENSURING ROBUST AND ACCESSIBLE LEGAL REPRESENTATION FOR ALL.
(UNDERFUNDED PUBLIC DEFENDER SYSTEMS OFTEN STRUGGLE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SERVICES, AND EXPANDING RESOURCES FOR
THESE OFFICES IS A KEY OBJECTIVE. BEYOND THESE IMMEDIATE REFORMS, ADVOCATES ALSO CHAMPION BROADER POLICY CHANGES
THAT ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF POVERTY. THIS INCLUDES SUPPORTING INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE AFFORDABLE
HOUSING, INCREASE MINIMUM WAGES, EXPAND ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND STRENGTHEN SOCIAL
SAFETY NETS. BY ADDRESSING THESE INTERCONNECTED ISSUES, ADVOCATES AIM TO CREATE A JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT IS NOT
ONLY EQUITABLE BUT ALSO ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTES TO ECONOMIC UPLIFTMENT.

RepuciING RecipIvIsSM THROUGH ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT AND SUPPORT

A CRUCIAL ELEMENT OF ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVES IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE
STRATEGIES TO REDUCE RECIDIVISM BY EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS ECONOMICALLY AND PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT.
THIS MEANS CREATING VIABLE PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT FOR THOSE WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS. INITIATIVES SUCH AS JOB
TRAINING PROGRAMS, SKILLS DEVELOPMENT \WORKSHOPS, AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH EMPLOYERS WILLING TO HIRE INDIVIDUALS RE-
ENTERING SOCIETY ARE ESSENTIAL. THE GOAL IS TO EQUIP INDIVIDUALS WITH THE TOOLS AND OPPORTUNITIES NEEDED TO
SECURE STABLE, LONG-TERM EMPLOYMENT THAT PROVIDES A LIVING WAGE.

Bevonp EMPLOYMENT, ACCESS TO STABLE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS PARAMOUNT. HOMELESSNESS IS A SIGNIFICANT
PREDICTOR OF RE-OFFENSE, AND SECURE HOUSING PROVIDES A FOUNDATION FOR INDIVIDUALS TO ADDRESS OTHER LIFE
CHALLENGES. FURTHERMORE, ROBUST MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT SERVICES ARE INDISPENSABLE
COMPONENTS OF SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION. UNTREATED CONDITIONS CAN BE MAJOR BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT AND STABLE
LIVING, INCREASING THE LIKELIHOOD OF RETURNING TO CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. BY INVESTING IN THESE HOLISTIC SUPPORT SYSTEMS,
WE CAN BREAK THE CYCLE OF POVERTY AND INCARCERATION, LEADING TO SAFER COMMUNITIES AND A MORE JUST SOCIETY.

THE RoLE oF PoLicYy AND LEGISLATION IN POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN JUSTICE

POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE ACTION ARE INDISPENSABLE IN ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.
ADVOCATES MUST ENGAGE WITH LAWMAKERS TO CHAMPION REFORMS THAT DIRECTLY ALLEVIATE FINANCIAL BURDENS ON
INDIVIDUALS NAVIGATING THE LEGAL PROCESS. THIS INCLUDES PUSHING FOR THE ABOLITION OR SIGNIFICANT OVERHAUL OF CASH
BAIL, A SYSTEM THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY PUNISHES POVERTY. EQUALLY IMPORTANT IS ADVOCATING FOR THE REDUCTION
OR ELIMINATION OF EXCESSIVE FINES AND FEES, WHICH CAN TRAP INDIVIDUALS IN A PERPETUAL CYCLE OF DEBT AND HINDER THEIR
ABILITY TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC STABILITY. THESE FINANCIAL PENALTIES, OFTEN IMPOSED ON THOSE LEAST ABLE TO PAY, SERVE
AS A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER TO SUCCESSFUL RE“ENTRY AND CAN LEAD TO FURTHER LEGAL ENTANGLEMENT.



FURTHERMORE/ POLICY CHANGES THAT EXPAND ACCESS TO QUALITY LEGAL REPRESENTATION FOR INDIGENT DEFENDANTS ARE
CRUCIAL. THIS MAY INVOLVE INCREASING FUNDING FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICES AND EXPLORING INNOVATIVE MODELS OF LEGAL
AID. BEYOND DIRECT CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORMS, ADVOCATES ALSO WORK TO INFLUENCE LEGISLATION THAT ADDRESSES THE
BROADER DETERMINANTS OF POVERTY. THIS INCLUDES ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES THAT PROMOTE AFFORDABLE HOUSING,
INCREASE THE MINIMUM W AGE, EXPAND ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND STRENGTHEN SOCIAL SAFETY
NETS. BY WORKING ON MULTIPLE LEGISLATIVE FRONTS, ADVOCATES AIM TO CREATE A MORE EQUITABLE AND JUST SYSTEM
THAT SUPPORTS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY RATHER THAN PERPETUATING DISADVANTAGE.

COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS AND REINTEGRATION SUPPORT

THE IMPACT OF COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES IN ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM CANNOT
BE OVERSTATED. THESE PROGRAMS OFFER VITAL, ON-THE-GROUND SUPPORT THAT ADDRESSES THE MULTIFACETED CHALLENGES
FACED BY INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN OR RETURNING FROM INCARCERATION. THEY OFTEN SERVE AS THE CRUCIAL BRIDGE BETWEEN
THE FORMAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION INTO SOCIETY. KEY COMPONENTS OF THESE SOLUTIONS INCLUDE:

® PROVIDING DIRECT ASSISTANCE WITH SECURING STABLE HOUSING, A FOUNDATIONAL ELEMENT FOR STABILITY.
o OFFERING COMPREHENSIVE JOB READINESS TRAINING AND CONNECTING INDIVIDUALS WITH EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

® ESTABLISHING MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS AND PEER SUPPORT NETWORKS TO FOSTER A SENSE OF BELONGING AND PROVIDE
GUIDANCE.

® FACILITATING ACCESS TO ESSENTIAL MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT SERVICES.

® ASSISTING WITH THE ACQUISITION OF IDENTIFICATION AND OTHER VITAL DOCUMENTS NEEDED FOR EMPLOYMENT AND
SERVICES.

e OFFERING ONGOING SUPPORT FOR NAVIGATING PROBATION OR PAROLE REQUIREMENTS AND BUILDING POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

THESE PROGRAMS NOT ONLY HELP INDIVIDUALS REBUILD THEIR LIVES BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO SAFER AND MORE VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES BY REDUCING RECIDIVISM AND FOSTERING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO
OFFER PERSONALIZED SUPPORT, BUILD TRUST, AND EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS AND ACHIEVE LASTING
POSITIVE CHANGE.

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF INCARCERATION ON INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF INVOLVEMENT WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE PROFOUND AND OFTEN CREATE A DEBILITATING
CYCLE OF POVERTY FOR INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES. FOR THOSE WHO ARE INCARCERATED, THE IMMEDIATE LOSS OF INCOME
CAN BE CATASTROPHIC, LEADING TO SEVERE FINANCIAL STRAIN AND HARDSHIP. THIS ECONOMIC DISRUPTION EXTENDS BEYOND THE
INDIVIDUAL, IMPACTING DEPENDENTS WHO MAY LOSE THEIR PRIMARY SOURCE OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT. FAMILIES OFTEN FIND
THEMSELVES STRUGGLING TO MEET BASIC NEEDS SUCH AS HOUSING, FOOD, AND HEALTHCARE, PLUNGING THEM INTO DEEPER
POVERTY.

FURTHERMORE/ THE LASTING EFFECTS OF A CRIMINAL RECORD CREATE SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO ECONOMIC MOBILITY. THE
DIFFICULTY IN SECURING STABLE EMPLOYMENT DUE TO A CRIMINAL HISTORY CAN LEAD TO UNDEREMPLOYMENT , RELIANCE ON
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE, OR A RETURN TO ILLICIT ACTIVITIES OUT OF DESPERATION. THIS INABILITY TO FIND GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT
ALSO AFFECTS HOUSING OPTIONS, OFTEN FORCING INDIVIDUALS INTO LESS STABLE OR UNSAFE LIVING SITUATIONS.
CONSEQUENTLY/ ADVOCATING FOR POVERTY REDUCTION IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IS NOT MERELY A MATTER OF SOCIAL JUSTICE;,
IT IS AN ECONOMIC NECESSITY THAT SEEKS TO UNLOCK HUMAN POTENTIAL, REDUCE THE BURDEN ON PUBLIC RESOURCES, AND
FOSTER MORE PROSPEROUS AND EQUITABLE COMMUNITIES FOR EVERYONE.



FAQ

QI \WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY WAYS POVERTY AFFECTS AN INDIVIDUAL'S EXPERIENCE
WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: POVERTY SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTS AN INDIVIDUALIS_JUSTICE SYSTEM EXPERIENCE BY CREATING BARRIERS TO ADEQUATE
LEGAL REPRESENTATION, LIMITING THE ABILITY TO AFFORD BAIL OR PAY FINES, AND INCREASING VULNERABILITY TO
CRIMINALIZATION DUE TO LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES. [T CAN ALSO LEAD TO PRE-TRIAL DETENTION, JOB LOSS, AND DIFFICULTIES
WITH RETENTRY, PERPETUATING A CYCLE OF DISADVANTAGE.

QI How DOES THE INABILITY TO AFFORD BAIL EXACERBATE POVERTY FOR INDIVIDUALS
AND THEIR FAMILIES?

A: THE INABILITY TO AFFORD BAIL OFTEN RESULTS IN PRE-TRIAL DETENTION, WHICH LEADS TO LOSS OF EMPLOYMENT, STRAIN
ON FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS, AND POTENTIAL LOSS OF CUSTODY OF CHILDREN. THIS DISRUPTION CAN PUSH FAMILIES FURTHER
INTO POVERTY AND MAKE IT INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT FOR THE ACCUSED INDIVIDUAL TO PREPARE A DEFENSE OR MAINTAIN STABILITY
WHILE AWAITING TRIAL.

QZ \WHAT ARE SOME KEY POLICY REFORMS ADVOCATED FOR TO REDUCE POVERTY
WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: KEY POLICY REFORMS INCLUDE THE ABOLITION OR REFORM OF CASH BAIL, THE REDUCTION OF EXCESSIVE FINES AND FEES,
INCREASED FUNDING FOR PUBLIC DEFENDERS, AND THE EXPANSION OF ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE LEGAL SERVICES. ADDITIONALLY,
ADVOCATING FOR “BAN THE Box” INITIATIVES AND EASIER EXPUNGEMENT PROCESSES ARE CRUCIAL FOR REDUCING EMPLOYMENT
BARRIERS.

QZ How Do COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS CONTRIBUTE TO POVERTY REDUCTION IN
THE JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS PROVIDE ESSENTIAL REINTEGRATION SUPPORT, INCLUDING ASSISTANCE WITH HOUSING, JOB
TRAINING, MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, AND MENTORSHIP. THESE PROGRAMS HELP INDIVIDUALS BUILD STABILITY, FIND
EMPLOYMENT, AND DEVELOP THE LIFE SKILLS NECESSARY TO AVOID RECIDIVISM, THEREBY BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY AND
INCARCERATION.

QZ \WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF A CRIMINAL RECORD FOR
INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR ABILITY TO ESCAPE POVERTY?

A: A CRIMINAL RECORD CREATES SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. THiS
OFTEN LEADS TO UNDEREMPLOYMENT, LOWER EARNING POTENTIAL, AND A PERSISTENT STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC
STABILITY, MAKING IT VERY DIFFICULT FOR INDIVIDUALS TO ESCAPE THE CYCLE OF POVERTY.

Q: WHY IS ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT CONSIDERED A CRUCIAL STRATEGY FOR REDUCING
RECIDIVISM?

A: Economic EMPOWERMENT, THROUGH JOB TRAINING, STABLE EMPLOYMENT, AND FINANCIAL LITERACY, PROVIDES INDIVIDUALS
WITH THE MEANS TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES, REDUCING THEIR RELIANCE ON ILLICIT ACTIVITIES. W/ HEN
INDIVIDUALS HAVE LEGITIMATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT, THEY ARE FAR LESS LIKELY TO RE-OFFEND.



Q: WHAT IS THE ROLE OF LEGISLATION IN ADDRESSING THE LINK BETWEEN POVERTY AND
INCARCERATION?

A: LEGISLATION PLAYS A VITAL ROLE BY ENACTING REFORMS THAT DISMANTLE FINANCIAL BARRIERS, SUCH AS BAIL REFORM AND
THE REDUCTION OF FINES AND FEES. |T ALSO STRENGTHENS SOCIAL SAFETY NETS, PROMOTES AFFORDABLE HOUSING, AND
EXPANDS ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND JOB TRAINING, ALL OF WHICH CAN REDUCE THE FLOW OF INDIVIDUALS INTO THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM DUE TO POVERTY.

Q: How Do THE “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” OF A CONVICTION IMPACT POVERTY?

A: COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES, SUCH AS INELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC HOUSING, STUDENT LOANS, OR CERTAIN PROFESSIONAL
LICENSES, SIGNIFICANTLY LIMIT ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. THESE CONSEQUENCES CAN TRAP INDIVIDUALS IN POVERTY BY
PREVENTING THEM FROM ACCESSING THE RESOURCES NEEDED FOR REHABILITATION AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY.
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