COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE PREREQUISITES US

COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE PREREQUISITES US IS A FOUNDATIONAL TOPIC FOR MANY STUDENTS PURSUING HIGHER EDUCATION,
PARTICULARLY IN STEM FIELDS. UNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIREMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC PLANNING AND SUCCESS. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE COMMON PREREQUISITES FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSES ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES, EXPLORING THE TYPICAL ACADEMIC BACKGROUND, STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES, AND PLACEMENT EXAMS THAT
INSTITUTIONS OFTEN REQUIRE. WE'LL EXAMINE THE PROGRESSION FROM INTRODUCTORY ALGEBRA CONCEPTS TO THE MORE
ADVANCED TOPICS COVERED IN COLLEGE-LEVEL MATHEMATICS, ENSURING STUDENTS ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR THE CHALLENGES
AHEAD. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO PROVIDE CLARITY ON WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN ENROLLING IN A COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE AND
HOW TO BEST MEET THE NECESSARY ACADEMIC CRITERIA.
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UNDERSTANDING COLLEGE ALGEBRA

COLLEGE ALGEBRA SERVES AS A PIVOTAL COURSE IN MANY UNIVERSITY CURRICULA, BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL
MATHEMATICS AND MORE ADVANCED SUBJECTS LIKE CALCULUS, STATISTICS, AND ENGINEERING. IT TYPICALLY COVERS A BROAD
RANGE OF ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS, INCLUDING FUNCTIONS, EQUATIONS, INEQUALITIES, POLYNOMIALS, RATIONAL EXPRESSIONS,
EXPONENTIAL AND LOGARITHMIC FUNCTIONS, AND SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS. THE COURSE EMPHASIZES PROBLEM-SOLVING,
CRITICAL THINKING, AND THE APPLICATION OF MATHEMATICAL PRINCIPLES TO REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS.

THE CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO BUILD UPON PRIOR MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE, ENSURING STUDENTS POSSESS A SOLID
FOUNDATION BEFORE DELVING INTO MORE COMPLEX MATERIAL. SUCCESS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA OFTEN CORRELATES WITH
SUCCESS IN SUBSEQUENT QUANTITATIVE COURSES, MAKING IT A CRITICAL GATEKEEPER FOR MANY ACADEMIC PATHWAYS.
THEREFORE, UNDERSTANDING THE PREREQUISITES IS NOT MERELY A FORMALITY BUT A STRATEGIC STEP TOWARDS ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT.

CoMMON ACADEMIC PREREQUISITES

THE MOST FREQUENT ACADEMIC PREREQUISITE FOR A COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE IS THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A
SEQUENCE OF HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS COURSES. INSTITUTIONS GENERALLY EXPECT STUDENTS TO HAVE A FIRM GRASP OF
THE CONCEPTS TAUGHT IN ALGEBRA | AND ALGEBRA |l. THESE HIGH SCHOOL COURSES INTRODUCE FUNDAMENTAL ALGEBRAIC
PRINCIPLES, INCLUDING VARIABLE MANIPULATION, SOLVING LINEAR AND QUADRATIC EQUATIONS, GRAPHING FUNCTIONS, AND
UNDERSTANDING BASIC GEOMETRIC CONCEPTS.

BeyonD ALGEBRA ||, SOME UNIVERSITIES MAY ALSO REQUIRE OR STRONGLY RECOMMEND THE COMPLETION OF TRIGONOMETRY OR
PRECALCULUS. THESE COURSES FURTHER REFINE ALGEBRAIC SKILLS AND INTRODUCE NEW CONCEPTS LIKE TRIGONOMETRIC
FUNCTIONS, CONIC SECTIONS, AND SEQUENCES AND SERIES, WHICH ARE OFTEN INTEGRAL TO A COLLEGE ALGEBRA CURRICULUM.
THE SPECIFIC PROGRESSION CAN VARY, BUT A STRONG HIGH SCHOOL MATH BACKGROUND IS ALMOST UNIVERSALLY A
REQUIREMENT.

HiGH ScHooL MATHEMATICS SEQUENCE
THE TYPICAL HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS SEQUENCE THAT PREPARES STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA USUALLY INCLUDES:

® ALGEBRA |: INTRODUCTION TO VARIABLES, EXPRESSIONS, EQUATIONS, INEQUALITIES, AND GRAPHING LINEAR FUNCTIONS.

e GEOMETRY: STUDY OF SHAPES, PROPERTIES, AND SPATIAL REASONING, OFTEN REINFORCING ALGEBRAIC APPLICATIONS.



o ALGEBRA ||: DEEPER EXPLORATION OF FUNCTIONS, QUADRATIC EQUATIONS, POLYNOMIAL AND RATIONAL FUNCTIONS,
EXPONENTIAL AND LOGARITHMIC FUNCTIONS, AND SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS.

L4 PRECALCULUS/TRIGONOMETRY (OFTEN RECOMMENDED OR REQUIRED)Z ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS, TRIGONOMETRIC
IDENTITIES, FUNCTIONS, AND PREPARATION FOR CALCULUS.

SOME INSTITUTIONS MAY ACCEPT EQUIVALENT COURSEWORK COMPLETED THROUGH ONLINE PROGRAMS OR SPECIALIZED MATH
ACADEMIES, PROVIDED IT ALIGNS WITH THE RIGOR AND CONTENT OF A STANDARD HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM.

DEMONSTRATED PROFICIENCY

IN ADDITION TO COURSE COMPLETION, COLLEGES OFTEN LOOK FOR DEMONSTRATED PROFICIENCY IN THE SUBJECT MATTER. THiS
PROFICIENCY CAN BE EVIDENCED BY ACHIEVING A CERTAIN GRADE IN THE PREREQUISITE COURSES, SUCH AS A B or HIGHER, OR BY
PASSING A DEPARTMENTAL PROFICIENCY EXAM. THE GOAL IS TO ENSURE THAT STUDENTS ENTERING COLLEGE ALGEBRA HAVE NOT
JUST ATTENDED THE CLASSES BUT HAVE INTERNALIZED THE CORE CONCEPTS AND SKILLS.

STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES

STANDARDIZED TESTS PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS AND COURSE PLACEMENT, INCLUDING FOR COLLEGE
ALGEBRA. MANY UNIVERSITIES USE SCORES FROM TESTS LIKE THE SAT AND ACT TO GAUGE A STUDENT'S READINESS FOR
COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSEWORK. W/HILE SPECIFIC SCORE REQUIREMENTS VARY BY INSTITUTION, A STRONG PERFORMANCE ON THE
MATHEMATICS SECTIONS OF THESE EXAMS CAN OFTEN FULFILL OR WAIVE CERTAIN PREREQUISITES.

For INSTANCE, A HIGH SCORE ON THE SAT MATH secTION orR THE ACT MATHEMATICS TEST MIGHT INDICATE THAT A STUDENT
HAS THE NECESSARY ALGEBRAIC SKILLS TO PROCEED DIRECTLY TO COLLEGE ALGEBRA WITHOUT NEEDING TO TAKE A REMEDIAL OR
INTRODUCTORY MATH COURSE. THESE SCORES PROVIDE A COMMON BENCHMARK FOR ASSESSING A STUDENT'S QUANTITATIVE
ABILITIES ACROSS DIVERSE EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUNDS.

SAT AND ACT MATHEMATICS SECTIONS

THE MATHEMATICS SECTIONS OF THE SAT AND ACT ARE DESIGNED TO ASSESS A RANGE OF SKILLS, INCLUDING ALGEBRA,
PROBLEM-SOLVING, AND DATA ANALYSIS. COLLEGES OFTEN ESTABLISH MINIMUM SCORE THRESHOLDS FOR EACH SECTION THAT, IF
MET, ALLOW STUDENTS TO BYPASS INTRODUCTORY MATH COURSES. THESE THRESHOLDS ARE DETERMINED BY THE COLLEGE'S
OWN ASSESSMENT OF THE SKILLS REQUIRED FOR SUCCESS IN ITS COLLEGE ALGEBRA CURRICULUM.

[T IS ESSENTIAL FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS TO RESEARCH THE SPECIFIC SCORE REQUIREMENTS OF THEIR INTENDED
INSTITUTIONS. THESE CAN BE FOUND ON THE ADMISSIONS OR ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT WEBSITES. A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO
UNDERSTANDING THESE BENCHMARKS CAN SAVE STUDENTS TIME AND TUITION BY ALLOWING THEM TO START AT THE
APPROPRIATE ACADEMIC LEVEL.

CoLLEGE PLACEMENT ExAMS

IN THE ABSENCE OF SUFFICIENT HIGH SCHOOL COURSEWORK OR STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES, MOST COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
REQUIRE STUDENTS TO TAKE A COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAM. THESE EXAMS ARE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO ASSESS A STUDENT'S
CURRENT MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE AND PLACE THEM INTO THE MOST APPROPRIATE MATH COURSE, WHICH MAY INCLUDE
COLLEGE ALGEBRA, DEVELOPMENTAL MATH, OR A HIGHER-LEVEL COURSE.

THESE PLACEMENT TESTS ARE CRUCIAL FOR ENSURING THAT STUDENTS ARE NEITHER OVERWHELMED BY MATERIAL BEYOND THEIR
CURRENT UNDERSTANDING NOR BORED BY CONTENT THEY HAVE ALREADY MASTERED. |HEY ARE A CRITICAL TOOL FOR
INDIVIDUALIZED ACADEMIC ADVISING AND SUCCESS, HELPING TO TAILOR EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS TO EACH STUDENT'S NEEDS
AND ABILITIES.



PURPOSE AND ADMINISTRATION OF PLACEMENT EXAMS

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAMS IS TO ACCURATELY DETERMINE A STUDENT'S MATHEMATICAL
PROFICIENCY. THEY TYPICALLY COVER TOPICS FROM ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA THROUGH PRECALCULUS. THE FORMAT IS USUALLY
COMPUTER-ADAPTIVE, MEANING THE DIFFICULTY OF THE QUESTIONS ADJUSTS BASED ON THE STUDENT'S RESPONSES, PROVIDING
A MORE PRECISE ASSESSMENT OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE LEVEL.

THESE EXAMS ARE GENERALLY ADMINISTERED BY THE COLLEGE'S MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT OR A DEDICATED TESTING CENTER.
STUDENTS ARE OFTEN REQUIRED TO TAKE THESE EXAMS BEFORE OR DURING THEIR FIRST SEMESTER OF ENROLLMENT. PREPARATION
FOR THESE EXAMS IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED, AND MANY INSTITUTIONS PROVIDE STUDY GUIDES OR ONLINE RESOURCES TO HELP
STUDENTS REVIEW THE RELEVANT MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS.

CoMMON PLACEMENT ExXAM PLATFORMS

SEVERAL PLATFORMS ARE COMMONLY USED FOR COLLEGE MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT EXAMS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.
THESE INCLUDE:

e ACCUPLACER: A SUITE OF COMPUTER-BASED TESTS DESIGNED TO ASSESS READING, WRITING, AND MATHEMATICS SKILLS.

ALEKS (ASSESSMENT AND LEARNING IN KNOWLEDGE SPACES)Z AN ADAPTIVE ONLINE SYSTEM THAT ASSESSES MATH
KNOWLEDGE AND THEN PROVIDES PERSONALIZED LEARNING PATHWAYS.

MYMATHLAB/MYMATHTEST: OFTEN INTEGRATED WITH SPECIFIC TEXTBOOKS, THESE PLATFORMS CAN BE USED FOR
BOTH ASSESSMENT AND PRACTICE.

W/ EBASSIGN: ANOTHER ONLINE PLATFORM THAT CAN BE USED FOR HOMEWORK, QUIZZES, AND PLACEMENT ASSESSMENTS.

EACH PLATFORM MAY HAVE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT CONTENT AND ALGORITHMS, BUT THE UNDERLYING GOAL REMAINS THE SAME: TO
ACCURATELY PLACE STUDENTS IN MATH COURSES WHERE THEY ARE MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED.

FACTORS INFLUENCING PREREQUISITES

THE SPECIFIC PREREQUISITES FOR A COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE CAN BE INFLUENCED BY SEVERAL FACTORS UNIQUE TO EACH
INSTITUTION AND PROGRAM. THESE INCLUDE THE COLLEGE'S MISSION, THE RIGOR OF ITS ACADEMIC PROGRAMS, AND THE INTENDED
CAREER PATHS OF ITS STUDENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, A HIGHLY SELECTIVE UNIVERSITY WITH DEMANDING STEM PROGRAMS MIGHT
HAVE MORE STRINGENT PREREQUISITES THAN A COMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFERING A BROADER RANGE OF ACADEMIC OPTIONS.

FURTHERMORE, THE SPECIFIC COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE ITSELF MIGHT HAVE VARIATIONS. SOME INSTITUTIONS OFFER MULTIPLE
LEVELS OF COLLEGE ALGEBRA, WITH DIFFERING PREREQUISITES BASED ON THE DEPTH AND BREADTH OF THE MATERIAL COVERED.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE NUANCES IS VITAL FOR ACCURATE COURSE SELECTION AND PLANNING.

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES AND PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

EACH COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ESTABLISHES ITS OWN ACADEMIC POLICIES REGARDING COURSE PREREQUISITES. THESE POLICIES
ARE OFTEN DETAILED IN THE INSTITUTION'S CATALOG OR ON ITS ACADEMIC ADVISING WEBSITE. PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS SHOULD
CONSULT THESE RESOURCES DILIGENTLY TO UNDERSTAND THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THEIR INTENDED MAJOR AND FOR
GENERAL EDUCATION MATH REQUIREMENTS.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS ALSO PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE. ENGINEERING/ COMPUTER SCIENCE, PHYSICS, AND ECONOMICS MAJORS,
FOR INSTANCE, OFTEN REQUIRE A MORE ROBUST MATHEMATICAL BACKGROUND AND MAY NECESSITATE HIGHER SCORES ON
PLACEMENT EXAMS OR MORE ADVANCED HIGH SCHOOL COURSEWORK THAN STUDENTS PURSUING MAJORS IN HUMANITIES OR
SOCIAL SCIENCES.

V ARIATIONS IN CoLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE CONTENT

IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE THAT “COLLEGE ALGEBRA” IS NOT A MONOLITHIC COURSE. SOME INSTITUTIONS MAY



OFFER A STANDARD COLLEGE ALGEBRA THAT SERVES AS A PRECURSOR TO CALCULUS, WHILE OTHERS MIGHT HAVE A “COLLEGE
ALGEBRA FOR BUSINESS” OrR “COLLEGE ALGEBRA FOR SOCIAL SCIENCES” COURSE WITH A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FOCUS OR LESS
DEMANDING PREREQUISITES. THESE VARIATIONS ARE DESIGNED TO CATER TO THE SPECIFIC MATHEMATICAL NEEDS OF STUDENTS IN
DIFFERENT FIELDS OF STUDY.

PREPARING FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA

PROACTIVE PREPARATION IS KEY TO ENSURING SUCCESS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA, EVEN IF ALL FORMAL PREREQUISITES ARE MET.
STUDENTS CAN BENEFIT FROM REVIEWING FUNDAMENTAL ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS, PRACTICING PROBLEM~-SOLVING TECHNIQUES, AND
FAMILIARIZING THEMSELVES WITH THE TYPES OF PROBLEMS THEY WILL ENCOUNTER. RESOURCES SUCH AS ONLINE TUTORIALS,
STUDY GUIDES, AND EVEN INTRODUCTORY MATH WEBSITES CAN BE INVALUABLE.

ENGAGING WITH MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS OUTSIDE OF FORMAL INSTRUCTION CAN BUILD CONFIDENCE AND REINFORCE LEARNING.
THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH NOT ONLY HELPS IN MEETING PREREQUISITES BUT ALSO SETS A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR
MASTERING THE MATERIAL IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA AND BEYOND, PAVING THE WAY FOR A MORE SUCCESSFUL ACADEMIC JOURNEY.

ReviEwING FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS

A CRITICAL STEP IN PREPARING FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA IS TO THOROUGHLY REVIEW FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS FROM ALGEBRA |
AND ALGEBRRA II. THIS INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, MASTERING:

® SOLVING LINEAR AND QUADRATIC EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES.

X/ ORKING WITH POLYNOMIAL AND RATIONAL EXPRESSIONS.

® UNDERSTANDING FUNCTION NOTATION AND GRAPHING FUNCTIONS.
e OPERATIONS WITH EXPONENTS AND RADICALS.

® | OGARITHMS AND EXPONENTIAL FUNCTIONS.

W/EAKNESSES IN ANY OF THESE AREAS CAN CREATE SIGNIFICANT HURDLES IN A COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE. IDENTIFYING AND
ADDRESSING THESE GAPS BEFORE THE COURSE BEGINS IS A WISE STRATEGY.

UTILIZING AVAILABLE RESOURCES

NUMEROUS RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP STUDENTS PREPARE FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA. MANY UNIVERSITIES OFFER FREE
TUTORING SERVICES THROUGH THEIR MATH DEPARTMENTS OR ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTERS. ONLINE PLATFORMS LIKE KHAN
ACADEMY PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE VIDEO LESSONS AND PRACTICE EXERCISES ON A WIDE RANGE OF MATH TOPICS. TEXTBOOKS
AND \WORKBOOKS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA PREPARATION CAN ALSO BE EXCELLENT STUDY AIDS.

ADDITIONALLY, ENGAGING WITH PROFESSORS OR ACADEMIC ADVISORS CAN PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE SPECIFIC
EXPECTATIONS AND CHALLENGES OF THE COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE AT A PARTICULAR INSTITUTION. THEIR GUIDANCE CAN HELP
TAILOR PREPARATION EFFORTS EFFECTIVELY.

FAQ

QZ WHAT IS THE MOST COMMON PREREQUISITE FOR A COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE IN THE
USe

A: THE MOST COMMON PREREQUISITE FOR A COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE IN THE US IS THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HIGH
SCHOOL ALGEBRA | AND ALGEBRA || WITH A SATISFACTORY GRADE, OFTEN A C OR HIGHER. SOME INSTITUTIONS MAY ALSO
REQUIRE OR RECOMMEND T RIGONOMETRY OR PRECALCULUS.



Q: Do SAT or ACT SCORES AFFECT COLLEGE ALGEBRA PREREQUISITES?

A: Yes, SAT anD ACT SCORES, PARTICULARLY ON THE MATHEMATICS SECTIONS, CAN SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT COLLEGE
ALGEBRA PREREQUISITES. MANY COLLEGES ALLOW STUDENTS TO WAIVE INTRODUCTORY MATH COURSES OR PLACE DIRECTLY
INTO COLLEGE ALGEBRA IF THEY ACHIEVE A CERTAIN MINIMUM SCORE ON THESE STANDARDIZED TESTS.

Q: WHAT IS A COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAM, AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR COLLEGE
ALGEBRA?

A: A COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAM IS A TEST ADMINISTERED BY A COLLEGE TO ASSESS A STUDENT'S CURRENT ACADEMIC SKILLS,
INCLUDING MATHEMATICS. |T IS IMPORTANT FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA BECAUSE IT HELPS DETERMINE THE APPROPRIATE MATH
COURSE FOR A STUDENT, ENSURING THEY ARE PLACED AT A LEVEL WHERE THEY CAN SUCCEED, WHETHER THAT'S COLLEGE
ALGEBRA OR A MORE FOUNDATIONAL COURSE.

Q: ARE THERE DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSES WITH VARYING
PREREQUISITES?

A: YES, THERE CAN BE VARIATIONS. SOME COLLEGES OFFER DIFFERENT COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSES TAILORED FOR SPECIFIC
MAJORS (E‘G., FOR BUSINESS, SOCIAL SCIENCES) WHICH MIGHT HAVE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT PREREQUISITES OR CONTENT EMPHASIS
COMPARED TO A STANDARD COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE THAT PREPARES STUDENTS FOR CALCULUS.

Q: WHAT IF | DIDN'T TAKE ADVANCED MATH IN HIGH SCHooL? CAN | STILL GET INTO
COLLEGE ALGEBRA?

A: IF YOU HAVEN'T MET THE TRADITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COURSEWORK PREREQUISITES, YOU WILL LIKELY NEED TO TAKE A
COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAM. BASED ON YOUR PERFORMANCE, YOU MAY BE PLACED INTO A DEVELOPMENTAL MATH COURSE TO
BUILD THE NECESSARY FOUNDATION BEFORE ENROLLING IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA.

Q: How CAN | BEST PREPARE FOR A COLLEGE ALGEBRA PLACEMENT EXAM?

A: TO PREPARE FOR A COLLEGE ALGEBRA PLACEMENT EXAM, IT'S RECOMMENDED TO REVIEW FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS FROM
ALGEBRA | AND ||, PRACTICE SOLVING VARIOUS TYPES OF ALGEBRAIC PROBLEMS, AND UTILIZE ANY STUDY GUIDES OR ONLINE
RESOURCES PROVIDED BY THE COLLEGE. FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH COMMON PLATFORMS LIKE ACCUPLACER OR ALEKS caN
ALSO BE BENEFICIAL.

Q: Is THERE A GP A REQUIREMENT FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA PREREQUISITES?

A: WHILE sPECIFIC GPA REQUIREMENTS VARY, MANY INSTITUTIONS LOOK FOR A MINIMUM GRADE, OFTEN A Cor B, IN
PREREQUISITE HIGH SCHOOL MATH COURSES. THIS DEMONSTRATES A CERTAIN LEVEL OF MASTERY AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE
FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS.

Q: CAN | TAKE COLLEGE ALGEBRA WITHOUT COMPLETING ALGEBRA Il IN HIGH SCHoOL?

A: T 1S HIGHLY UNLIKELY TO BE ABLE TO TAKE COLLEGE ALGEBRA WITHOUT COMPLETING ALGEBRA |l. MOST COLLEGES
CONSIDER ALGEBRA || TO BE THE MINIMUM ACADEMIC FOUNDATION REQUIRED TO SUCCEED IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA, AS IT COVERS
ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS LIKE FUNCTIONS, POLYNOMIALS, AND RATIONAL EXPRESSIONS.
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