COLLEGE ALGEBRA ALGEBRA COURSE TIPS

UNDERSTANDING COLLEGE ALGEBRA: ESSENTIAL COURSE TIPS FOR SUCCESS

COLLEGE ALGEBRA ALGEBRA COURSE TIPS ARE CRUCIAL FOR NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THIS FOUNDATIONAL
MATHEMATICS SUBJECT. MANY STUDENTS ENCOUNTER COLLEGE ALGEBRA AS A GATEWAY TO HIGHER-LEVEL MATHEMATICS,
SCIENCE, AND ENGINEERING DISCIPLINES. THIS COURSE BUILDS UPON PRE-CALCULUS CONCEPTS AND DELVES INTO FUNCTIONS,
EQUATIONS, INEQUALITIES, AND MORE ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC TECHNIQUES. To TRULY MASTER COLLEGE ALGEBRA, A STRATEGIC
APPROACH IS PARAMOUNT. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL EQUIP YOU WITH EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES, STUDY HABITS, AND AN
UNDERSTANDING OF COMMON PITFALLS TO ENSURE YOUR SUCCESS IN THIS VITAL ACADEMIC AREA. WE WILL EXPLORE
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, ESSENTIAL STUDY TECHNIQUES, EFFECTIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING METHODS, AND HOW TO LEVERAGE
AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO ACHIEVE YOUR ACADEMIC GOALS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS OF COLLEGE ALGEBRA

COLLEGE ALGEBRA OFTEN SERVES AS A CRITICAL BRIDGE BETWEEN INTRODUCTORY MATHEMATICS AND MORE ADVANCED
QUANTITATIVE FIELDS. IT'S ESSENTIAL TO RECOGNIZE THAT THIS COURSE IS NOT MERELY A CONTINUATION OF HIGH SCHOOL
ALGEBRA BUT AN INTENSIFICATION AND EXPANSION OF ITS CONCEPTS. KEY AREAS OF FOCUS TYPICALLY INCLUDE A DEEP DIVE
INTO FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING THEIR PROPERTIES, GRAPHS, AND TRANSFORMATIONS. UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT TYPES OF
FUNCTIONS, SUCH AS LINEAR, QUADRATIC, POLYNOMIAL, RATIONAL, EXPONENTIAL, AND LOGARITHMIC FUNCTIONS, IS
FUNDAMENTAL TO SUCCESS. MASTERING ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION, SOLVING COMPLEX EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES, AND
WORKING WITH SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS ARE ALSO CORE COMPONENTS THAT REQUIRE CONSISTENT PRACTICE AND A SOLID
CONCEPTUAL GRASP.

THE RoLE ofF FUNCTIONS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA

FUNCTIONS ARE THE BEDROCK OF COLLEGE ALGEBRA. A FUNCTION CAN BE UNDERSTOOD AS A RULE THAT ASSIGNS TO EACH
INPUT EXACTLY ONE OUTPUT. THIS CONCEPT IS EXPLORED THROUGH VARIOUS REPRESENTATIONS: EQUATIONS, TABLES OF
VALUES, AND GRAPHICAL PLOTS. STUDENTS MUST DEVELOP PROFICIENCY IN IDENTIFYING WHETHER A RELATION IS A FUNCTION,
DETERMINING ITS DOMAIN AND RANGE, AND UNDERSTANDING FUNCTION NOTATION. THE ABILITY TO INTERPRET THE GRAPHICAL
REPRESENTATIONS OF FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING UNDERSTANDING THEIR INTERCEPTS, SYMMETRY, AND END BEHAVIOR, IS EQUALLY
IMPORTANT. TRANSFORMATIONS OF FUNCTIONS, SUCH AS SHIFTS, STRETCHES, AND REFLECTIONS, ARE ALSO KEY ELEMENTS THAT
BUILD UPON THIS FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, ALLOWING FOR THE ANALYSIS OF MORE COMPLEX FUNCTIONS.

EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES: SOLVING THE CHALLENGES

SOLVING EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES FORMS A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSEWORK. THIS INVOLVES
NOT ONLY LINEAR AND QUADRATIC EQUATIONS BUT ALSO POLYNOMIAL EQUATIONS, RATIONAL EQUATIONS, AND RADICAL
EQUATIONS. THE TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED TO SOLVE THESE VARY, BUT A STRONG COMMAND OF ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION IS
CONSISTENTLY REQUIRED. FOR INEQUALITIES, UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT OF SOLUTION SETS AND HOW TO REPRESENT THEM,
WHETHER ON A NUMBER LINE OR IN INTERVAL NOTATION, IS CRUCIAL. THE INTRODUCTION OF SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS AND
INEQUALITIES, WHERE MULTIPLE CONDITIONS MUST BE MET SIMULTANEOUSLY, FURTHER HONES THESE PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS,
OFTEN REQUIRING METHODS LIKE SUBSTITUTION, ELIMINATION, OR GRAPHICAL ANALYSIS.



EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA

SUCCESS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA HINGES ON ADOPTING A PROACTIVE AND CONSISTENT STUDY APPROACH. UNLIKE COURSES THAT
CAN BE CRAMMED, MATHEMATICS, AND PARTICULARLY ALGEBRA, REQUIRES REGULAR ENGAGEMENT TO SOLIDIFY UNDERSTANDING
AND BUILD PROBLEM-SOLVING CONFIDENCE. IMPLEMENTING A STRUCTURED STUDY ROUTINE AND EMPLOYING PROVEN LEARNING
TECHNIQUES WILL MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN YOUR ABILITY TO GRASP THE MATERIAL AND RETAIN IT FOR EXAMS AND
FUTURE COURSES.

CoNSISTENT PRACTICE AND PROBLEM SOLVING

THE ADAGE “PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT” IS EXCEPTIONALLY TRUE FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA. W ORKING THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY
OF PRACTICE PROBLEMS IS NON-NEGOTIABLE. START WITH THE EXAMPLES PROVIDED IN LECTURES AND TEXTBOOKS, THEN MOVE
ON TO END-OF-SECTION EXERCISES. DON'T SHY AWAY FROM CHALLENGING PROBLEMS;, THESE OFTEN HIGHLIGHT CONCEPTUAL
GAPS. THE GOAL IS NOT JUST TO FIND THE CORRECT ANSWER BUT TO UNDERSTAND THE REASONING AND THE STEPS INVOLVED IN
REACHING THAT ANSWER. REPEATEDLY SOLVING SIMILAR PROBLEM TYPES HELPS TO BUILD FAMILIARITY AND SPEED, ALLOWING
YOU TO TACKLE NEW VARIATIONS WITH GREATER EASE.

AcTIVE LEARNING AND CONCEPT COMPREHENSION

MERELY READING THE TEXTBOOK OR LISTENING TO LECTURES IS INSUFFICIENT. ENGAGE ACTIVELY WITH THE MATERIAL. THIS
MEANS TAKING DETAILED NOTES DURING LECTURES, SUMMARIZING KEY CONCEPTS IN YOUR OWN WORDS, AND TRYING TO EXPLAIN
THEM TO SOMEONE ELSE (EVEN AN IMAGINARY PERSON OR A STUDY PARTNER). \W/HEN YOU ENCOUNTER A CONCEPT YOU DON'T
FULLY GRASP, PAUSE AND REVISIT IT. DON'T LET SMALL MISUNDERST ANDINGS ACCUMULATE, AS THEY CAN QUICKLY LEAD TO
LARGER PROBLEMS. REWRITING DEFINITIONS, WORKING THROUGH PROOFS (IF APPLICABLE), AND CREATING FLASHCARDS FOR
FORMULAS CAN ALL CONTRIBUTE TO DEEPER COMPREHENSION.

UTILizING STubY GROUPS EFFECTIVELY

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING CAN BE A POWERFUL TOOL IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA. FORMING OR JOINING A STUDY GROUP ALLOWS
YOU TO DISCUSS CONCEPTS, TACKLE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS TOGETHER, AND LEARN FROM EACH OTHER'S PERSPECTIVES. WHEN
PARTICIPATING IN A STUDY GROUP, ENSURE THAT THE FOCUS REMAINS ON LEARNING AND PROBLEM~SOLVING, NOT JUST
SOCIALIZING. EACH MEMBER SHOULD COME PREPARED, HAVING ATTEMPTED THE ASSIGNED MATERIAL. EXPLAINING A CONCEPT TO A
PEER IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO TEST YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING, AND HEARING DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO PROBLEM-
SOLVING CAN OFFER VALUABLE INSIGHTS.

MASTERING PROBLEM-SOLVING TECHNIQUES

COLLEGE ALGEBRA ISNIT_JUST ABOUT MEMORIZING FORMULAS; IT'S ABOUT DEVELOPING A ROBUST TOOLKIT OF PROBLEM-
SOLVING STRATEGIES. THE ABILITY TO APPROACH A PROBLEM SYSTEMATICALLY, IDENTIFY THE RELEVANT CONCEPTS, AND
APPLY THE APPROPRIATE METHODS IS KEY TO ACHIEVING ACCURATE SOLUTIONS.

BreAkING DowN CoMPLEX PROBLEMS

MANY COLLEGE ALGEBRA PROBLEMS CAN SEEM DAUNTING AT FIRST GLANCE. THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRATEGY IS TO BREAK THEM
DOWN INTO SMALLER, MORE MANAGEABLE STEPS. READ THE PROBLEM CAREFULLY, IDENTIFYING ALL THE GIVEN INFORMATION AND
WHAT THE QUESTION IS ASKING FOR. UNDERLINE OR HIGHLIGHT KEY TERMS AND VALUES. THEN, CONSIDER WHAT ALGEBRAIC
CONCEPTS OR FORMULAS MIGHT BE RELEVANT. OUTLINE A PLAN OF ATTACK BEFORE YOU START CALCULATING. THIS
METHODICAL APPROACH REDUCES THE LIKELIHOOD OF ERRORS AND MAKES THE PROBLEM FEEL LESS OVERWHELMING.



ReCOGNIZING PROBLEM PATTERNS

AS YOU WORK THROUGH MORE PROBLEMS, YOU'LL BEGIN TO RECOGNIZE RECURRING PATTERNS AND STRUCTURES. CERTAIN
TYPES OF PROBLEMS, LIKE SOLVING QUADRATIC EQUATIONS OR SIMPLIFYING RATIONAL EXPRESSIONS, HAVE SPECIFIC, TRIED-
AND-TRUE METHODS. LEARNING TO IDENTIFY THESE PATTERNS QUICKLY WILL SAVE YOU TIME AND MENTAL ENERGY. PAY
ATTENTION TO THE WORDING OF PROBLEMS, AS SUBTLE DIFFERENCES CAN INDICATE WHICH METHOD IS MOST APPROPRIATE. FOR
EXAMPLE, PHRASES LIKE “FIND THE VERTEX,” “DETERMINE THE ROOTS,” OR “SOLVE FOR X" POINT TOWARDS SPECIFIC ALGEBRAIC
OPERATIONS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF SHOWING YOUR W ORK

IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA, IT IS CRUCIAL TO SHOW ALL YOUR STEPS WHEN SOLVING A PROBLEM. THIS PRACTICE SERVES MULTIPLE
PURPOSES. FIRSTLY, IT ALLOWS YOUR INSTRUCTOR TO FOLLOW YOUR LOGIC AND AW ARD PARTIAL CREDIT EVEN IF YOUR FINAL
ANSWER IS INCORRECT. SECONDLY, AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT ENABLES YOU TO RETRACE YOUR STEPS IF YOU MAKE
A MISTAKE. IDENTIFYING WHERE AN ERROR OCCURRED IS MUCH EASIER WHEN YOUR WORK IS CLEARLY DOCUMENTED. THIS HABIT
ALSO REINFORCES THE CORRECT PROCEDURAL STEPS IN YOUR OWN MIND.

LEVERAGING RESOURCES FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA SUCCESS

YOU ARE NOT ALONE IN YOUR COLLEGE ALGEBRA JOURNEY. NUMEROUS RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT YOUR LEARNING
AND HELP YOU OVERCOME ANY CHALLENGES YOU MAY FACE. ACTIVELY SEEKING OUT AND UTILIZING THESE RESOURCES CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE.

Y OUR INSTRUCTOR AND TEACHING ASSISTANTS

Y OUR PRIMARY RESOURCE SHOULD ALWAYS BE YOUR INSTRUCTOR AND ANY ASSIGNED TEACHING ASSISTANTS (TAS) DoN'T
HESITATE TO ATTEND OFFICE HOURS. INSTRUCTORS ARE THERE TO CLARIFY DOUBTS, RETEXPLAIN CONCEPTS, AND PROVIDE
GUIDANCE. T AS OFTEN HOLD REVIEW SESSIONS AND CAN OFFER A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE. PREPARE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS BEFORE
ATTENDING OFFICE HOURS TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR TIME. ASKING QUESTIONS, EVEN IF YOU FEEL THEY ARE SIMPLE,
DEMONSTRATES ENGAGEMENT AND A COMMITMENT TO LEARNING.

TexTBOOKS AND ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORMS

Y OUR COURSE TEXTBOOK IS A VALUABLE TOOL. READ IT THOROUGHLY, PAYING ATTENTION TO DEFINITIONS, EXAMPLES, AND
EXPLANATIONS. MANY TEXTBOOKS ALSO COME WITH SUPPLEMENTARY ONLINE RESOURCES, SUCH AS PRACTICE QUIZZES, VIDEO
TUTORIALS, AND INTERACTIVE EXERCISES. ONLINE LEARNING PLATFORMS AND EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES CAN ALSO OFFER
ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATIONS, VISUAL AIDS, AND ADDITIONAL PRACTICE PROBLEMS THAT CAN REINFORCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING
OF SPECIFIC TOPICS.

CaMPUS TUTORING CENTERS AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES

MOST COLLEGES OFFER DEDICATED TUTORING CENTERS OR ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES THAT PROVIDE FREE OR LOW-COST
ASSISTANCE TO STUDENTS. THESE CENTERS OFTEN HAVE TUTORS WHO ARE PROFICIENT IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA AND CAN OFFER
ONE-ON-ONE OR SMALL GROUP HELP. SOME UNIVERSITIES ALSO PROVIDE WORKSHOPS ON STUDY SKILLS, TIME MANAGEMENT, AND
TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES, WHICH ARE INVALUABLE FOR SUCCESS IN ANY CHALLENGING COURSE.

CoMMON PITFALLS To AvolD IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA

W/HILE COLLEGE ALGEBRA CAN BE CHALLENGING, MANY COMMON MISTAKES CAN BE AVOIDED WITH AW ARENESS AND CAREFUL



ATTENTION. BEING MINDFUL OF THESE POTENTIAL PITFALLS CAN HELP YOU STEER CLEAR OF UNNECESSARY FRUSTRATION AND
IMPROVE YOUR OVERALL PERFORMANCE.

SkIPPING FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT MISTAKES STUDENTS MAKE IS NEGLECTING TO FULLY MASTER FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS FROM
PREVIOUS MATH COURSES OR EARLY IN THE COLLEGE ALGEBRA CURRICULUM. CONCEPTS LIKE FACTORING, WORKING WITH
EXPONENTS, AND UNDERSTANDING ORDER OF OPERATIONS ARE PREREQUISITE SKILLS THAT ARE ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE. IF YOU FIND
YOURSELF STRUGGLING WITH THESE BASICS, REVISIT THEM BEFORE PROCEEDING. BUILDING ON A WEAK FOUNDATION WILL
INEVITABLY LEAD TO GREATER DIFFICULTIES AS THE COURSE PROGRESSES.

PROCRASTINATION AND INCONSISTENT STUDY HABITS

MATHEMATICS REQUIRES CONSISTENT PRACTICE. PROCRASTINATING OR STUDYING ONLY SPORADICALLY IS A RECIPE FOR
DISASTER IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA. YOU CANNOT EFFECTIVELY CRAM FOR THIS SUBJECT. CONCEPTS BUILD UPON EACH OTHER, SO
FALLING BEHIND CAN MAKE IT INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT TO CATCH UP. DEVELOP A REGULAR STUDY SCHEDULE AND STICK TO IT, EVEN
IF ITISJUST FOR A SHORT PERIOD EACH DAY. CONSISTENT/ FOCUSED EFFORT IS FAR MORE EFFECTIVE THAN LAST-MINUTE
CRAMMING.

NoT ASKING FOR HELP EARLY ENOUGH

MANY STUDENTS ARE HESITANT TO ASK FOR HELP, EITHER DUE TO EMBARRASSMENT OR A BELIEF THAT THEY CAN FIGURE IT OUT
ON THEIR OWN. HOWEVER, IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA, SMALL CONFUSIONS CAN QUICKLY SNOWBALL INTO MAJOR COMPREHENSION
GAPS. IF YOU ARE STRUGGLING WITH A CONCEPT OR A PARTICULAR TYPE OF PROBLEM, SEEK ASSISTANCE IMMEDIATELY. YOour
INSTRUCTORS, TAS, OR TUTORS ARE THERE TO HELP, AND THE SOONER YOU GET CLARIFICATION, THE EASIER IT WILL BE TO GET
BACK ON TRACK.

PREPARING FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA EXAMS

EXAMS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA ARE DESIGNED TO ASSESS YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MATERIAL COVERED THROUGHOUT THE
COURSE. THOROUGH PREPARATION IS KEY TO PERFORMING WELL AND DEMONSTRATING YOUR MASTERY OF THE SUBJECT. A
STRATEGIC APPROACH TO EXAM REVIEW CAN ALLEVIATE STRESS AND BOOST YOUR CONFIDENCE.

CoMPREHENSIVE ReVIEW OF ALL Torics

BEGIN YOUR EXAM PREPARATION WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE TEST DATE. REVIEW ALL LECTURE NOTES, TEXTBOOK CHAPTERS,
AND ASSIGNMENTS FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE COURSE UP TO THE EXAM MATERIAL. CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY GUIDE
THAT OUTLINES ALL MAJOR CONCEPTS, FORMULAS, THEOREMS, AND PROBLEM-SOLVING TECHNIQUES. ENSURE YOU UNDERSTAND
THE “WHY" BEHIND EACH METHOD, NOT JUST THE “How.”

¥/ orkING THROUGH PRACTICE ExAMS

MANY INSTRUCTORS PROVIDE PRACTICE EXAMS OR SAMPLE PROBLEMS TO HELP STUDENTS PREPARE. | HESE ARE INVALUABLE
RESOURCES. TREAT PRACTICE EXAMS AS IF THEY WERE THE REAL TEST: FIND A QUIET SPACE, SET A TIMER, AND WORK THROUGH
THE PROBLEMS WITHOUT LOOKING AT NOTES OR SOLUTIONS. THIS SIMULATES THE EXAM ENVIRONMENT AND HELPS YOU IDENTIFY
AREAS WHERE YOU NEED MORE PRACTICE AND HOW WELL YOU CAN PERFORM UNDER TIME CONSTRAINTS.



FocusiNng oN WEAk AREAS AND UNDERSTANDING MISTAKES

AS YOU REVIEW AND WORK THROUGH PRACTICE PROBLEMS, IDENTIFY THE TOPICS OR PROBLEM TYPES THAT YOU FIND MOST
CHALLENGING. DEDICATE EXTRA TIME TO THESE “WEAK AREAS.” DONIT_JUST REDO PROBLEMS YOU CAN ALREADY SOLVE, FOCUS
YOUR EFFORTS WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED MOST. CRUCIALLY, WHEN YOU MAKE A MISTAKE ON A PRACTICE PROBLEM OR
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT, TAKE THE TIME TO UNDERSTAND EXACTLY WHY YOU MADE THE ERROR. W/ AS IT A CALCULATION
ERROR, A CONCEPTUAL MISUNDERSTANDING, OR A MISAPPLICATION OF A FORMULAP LLEARNING FROM YOUR MISTAKES IS A
POWERFUL STUDY TECHNIQUE.

FAQ

Q: WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT TOPICS TO FOCUS ON IN A COLLEGE ALGEBRA
COURSE?

A: KEY TOPICS TYPICALLY INCLUDE UNDERSTANDING AND GRAPHING VARIOUS TYPES OF FUNCTIONS (LINEAR, QUADRATIC,
POLYNOMIAL, RATIONAL, EXPONENTIAL, LOGARITHMIC), SOLVING EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES (LINEAR, QUADRATIC,
POLYNOMIAL, RATIONAL, RADICAL), WORKING WITH SYSTEMS OF EQUATIONS, AND UNDERSTANDING FUNCTION NOTATION,
DOMAIN, AND RANGE. MASTERY OF ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION IS ALSO FUNDAMENTAL ACROSS ALL THESE AREAS.

Q: How OFTEN SHOULD | STUDY FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA?

A: CONSISTENT STUDY IS CRUCIAL. AIM TO STUDY FOR COLLEGE ALGEBRA FOR AT LEAST 30-60 MINUTES DAILY, RATHER
THAN CRAMMING FOR SEVERAL HOURS ONCE A \WEEK. REGULAR, SHORTER STUDY SESSIONS HELP REINFORCE CONCEPTS AND
PREVENT KNOWLEDGE GAPS FROM FORMING.

Q: \WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO APPROACH WORD PROBLEMS IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA?

A: To APPROACH WORD PROBLEMS EFFECTIVELY, FIRST READ THE PROBLEM CAREFULLY TO UNDERSTAND THE SCENARIO AND
IDENTIFY THE UNKNOWN QUANTITIES. ASSIGN VARIABLES TO THESE UNKNOWNS. TRANSLATE THE RELATIONSHIPS DESCRIBED IN
THE PROBLEM INTO ALGEBRAIC EQUATIONS OR INEQUALITIES. THEN/ SOLVE THE EQUATIONS AND CHECK IF THE SOLUTION MAKES
SENSE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ORIGINAL \WORD PROBLEM.

QI SHoULD | USE A GRAPHING CALCULATOR IN COLLEGE ALGEBRA?

A: MANY COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSES ALLOW OR EVEN REQUIRE THE USE OF A GRAPHING CALCULATOR. WHILE IT'S IMPORTANT
TO UNDERSTAND THE MANUAL ALGEBRAIC METHODS, A GRAPHING CALCULATOR CAN BE AN INVALUABLE TOOL FOR VISUALIZING
FUNCTIONS, VERIFYING SOLUTIONS, AND EXPLORING GRAPHICAL PROPERTIES. LEARN HOW TO USE YOUR CALCULATOR
EFFECTIVELY FOR THE COURSE’S REQUIREMENTS.

Q: WHAT IF I'M STRUGGLING WITH THE BASICS OF ALGEBRA BEFORE STARTING COLLEGE
ALGEBRA?P

A: IF YOU FEEL YOUR FOUNDATIONAL ALGEBRA SKILLS ARE WEAK, IT'S HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO SEEK OUT RESOURCES TO
STRENGTHEN THEM BEFORE OR AT THE VERY BEGINNING OF YOUR COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE. THIS COULD INVOLVE REVIEWING
PRE-ALGEBRA OR INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA TEXTBOOKS, UTILIZING ONLINE TUTORIALS, OR SEEKING HELP FROM A TUTOR TO ENSURE
YOU HAVE THE NECESSARY PREREQUISITES.
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