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Understanding Classroom Chicago Style Citation

classroom chicago style citation is a fundamental skill for students and academics, ensuring proper
attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of applying the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) within an educational setting. We will explore the two primary citation
systems – notes and bibliography, and author-date – detailing their components, differences, and when to
use each. Furthermore, we will provide practical examples for various source types commonly
encountered in academic research, from books and journal articles to websites and even lectures. Mastering
these guidelines is crucial for presenting credible research and engaging with scholarly discourse
effectively, making it an indispensable part of any academic endeavor.
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What is Chicago Style Citation?

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive rules
for writing, grammar, and citation. In an academic context, Chicago style is particularly prevalent in the
humanities, social sciences, and history. Its primary goal is to ensure clarity, consistency, and proper
acknowledgment of sources. When instructors specify "Chicago style citation" for a classroom assignment,
they are directing students to follow the conventions outlined in this manual for referencing borrowed
ideas, facts, and direct quotations.



This style guide offers two distinct systems for citation: the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system. The choice between these two often depends on the academic discipline or the specific
requirements of the instructor. Understanding these systems is the first step toward accurate and ethical
academic writing. Both systems aim to provide readers with enough information to locate the original
source of the material, thereby lending credibility to the author's work.

The Two Systems of Chicago Style: Notes and Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

Chicago style offers two principal methods for citing sources, each serving slightly different purposes and
preferences within academic disciplines. The Notes and Bibliography system is more traditional, often
favored in literature, history, and the arts, while the Author-Date system is more common in social sciences
like sociology and political science. Understanding the core mechanics of each is vital for correctly applying
them.

The fundamental difference lies in where the citation information primarily appears. The Notes and
Bibliography system relies on superscript numbers within the text that correspond to either footnotes at
the bottom of the page or endnotes at the end of the document. A comprehensive bibliography of all sources
used then follows at the end of the paper. Conversely, the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations directly following the borrowed information, which then correspond to a reference list at the end
of the work.

Notes and Bibliography System Explained

The Notes and Bibliography system is characterized by its use of notes (footnotes or endnotes) to cite
sources within the text and a concluding bibliography that lists all consulted works. This system is
particularly useful for detailed commentary or when a large amount of direct quotation is employed, as it
allows for extensive explanation without interrupting the flow of the main text.

When a student encounters information that needs citation—whether it's a direct quote, a paraphrase, or a
specific fact—a superscript number is placed immediately after the relevant sentence or phrase. This
number corresponds to a note, either at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document
(endnote). The first time a source is cited, the note typically includes full bibliographic information.
Subsequent citations of the same source are usually shortened, often including only the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.



Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

Footnotes and endnotes are the mechanisms through which citations are presented in the Notes and
Bibliography system. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, allowing
readers to easily consult the source information without leaving the page. Endnotes, on the other hand, are
compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book, before the bibliography. Both function identically in
terms of the information they convey.

The structure of a note includes essential bibliographic details. For a book, a first note might look like this: 1.
Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage
Books, 1995), 23. Subsequent notes for the same source would be abbreviated: 2. Foucault, Discipline and
Punish, 45. This format ensures that readers can trace the origin of the information while keeping the main
text uncluttered.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is a crucial component of the Notes and Bibliography system. It is an alphabetical list of all
the sources the author has cited in their work, providing full bibliographic details for each. Unlike the
notes, which can include additional commentary, the bibliography entries are strictly for identification and
retrieval of the sources. This allows readers to consult the original works themselves.

Entries in the bibliography are formatted differently from notes. The author's last name precedes their first
name, and the publication information is presented in a more condensed, list-like format. For example, a
book entry in the bibliography would appear as: Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the
Prison. Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995. This consistent structure makes the
bibliography easy to navigate and use for further research.

Author-Date System Explained

The Author-Date system, also known as parenthetical citation, is favored for its conciseness and directness
in referencing sources. It is widely adopted in fields such as sociology, political science, and economics,
where quick access to source information within the text is paramount for evaluating claims and
methodologies.

In this system, citations appear directly within the text, enclosed in parentheses. The typical format
includes the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by the page number if specific
information is being referenced. For example, a paraphrase of a source might appear as (Smith 2020, 15).



This immediate association between the text and its source facilitates a seamless reading experience for the
audience.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

In-text citations in the Author-Date system are brief and unobtrusive, providing just enough information
for the reader to locate the full source in the reference list. When quoting directly or paraphrasing, the
citation is placed after the quoted material or the paraphrased idea. If the author's name is mentioned in the
sentence, it does not need to be repeated in the parentheses.

For instance, if you are discussing the findings of a study by Johnson published in 2019, a citation might
look like this: Research indicates a significant correlation between study habits and academic performance
(Johnson 2019). If you are quoting directly from page 42 of that same work, the citation would be: Johnson
states, "Consistent study patterns lead to higher grade point averages" (Johnson 2019, 42).

The Reference List in the Author-Date System

The reference list is the counterpart to the in-text citations in the Author-Date system. It is an alphabetical
list of all the sources cited in the document, providing complete bibliographic information for each entry.
The reference list is crucial because it allows readers to find the full details of every source mentioned
parenthetically within the text, enabling them to verify the information or explore the topic further.

Entries in the reference list are presented in a standard format. For a book, it would be: Johnson, Emily.
2019. The Impact of Study Habits on Academic Success. New York: Academic Press. Unlike the notes
system's bibliography, the author-date reference list places the year of publication immediately after the
author's name. This quick access to publication dates is one of the key advantages of the author-date method.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style Citation

Accurate citation requires understanding how to format different types of sources within the chosen
Chicago style system. Each medium—books, articles, websites, and even personal communications—has
specific requirements to ensure proper attribution. Instructors often provide a list of acceptable source types
and may have specific preferences for their formatting.

The underlying principle remains the same across all source types: provide enough information for the
reader to locate the original material. This includes author, title, publication date, publisher, and location



information (like page numbers or URLs). Familiarity with the nuances of citing various sources is a
hallmark of a well-researched academic paper.

Citing Books

Books are a foundational source in academic research, and their citation format is well-established in Chicago
style. Whether using the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, key elements include
the author's name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year
of publication.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Note): 1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago Architecture
(Chicago: University Press, 2021), 75.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Bibliography Entry): Doe, Jane. The History of Chicago
Architecture. Chicago: University Press, 2021.

Author-Date System (Example In-Text Citation): (Doe 2021, 75).

Author-Date System (Example Reference List Entry): Doe, Jane. 2021. The History of Chicago
Architecture. Chicago: University Press.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are essential for accessing current research and scholarly debates. Their citation requires
specific details to pinpoint the article within a particular journal issue. This includes the author(s), article
title, journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page numbers for the article.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Note): 2. John Smith, "Urban Renewal and Community
Displacement," Journal of Sociology 45, no. 3 (2019): 112.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Bibliography Entry): Smith, John. "Urban Renewal and
Community Displacement." Journal of Sociology 45, no. 3 (2019): 110–125.

Author-Date System (Example In-Text Citation): (Smith 2019, 112).

Author-Date System (Example Reference List Entry): Smith, John. 2019. "Urban Renewal and Community
Displacement." Journal of Sociology 45, no. 3: 110–125.

Citing Websites and Webpages

With the prevalence of online resources, citing websites and webpages correctly is critical. This requires



including the author (if available), the title of the specific page, the name of the website, and a URL. For
online sources, the date of access is also often included, especially if the content is likely to change.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Note): 3. "Chicago Public Library Annual Report," Chicago Public
Library, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.chipublib.org/about/annual-report-2022.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Bibliography Entry): "Chicago Public Library Annual Report."
Chicago Public Library. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.chipublib.org/about/annual-report-2022.

Author-Date System (Example In-Text Citation): (Chicago Public Library 2022).

Author-Date System (Example Reference List Entry): Chicago Public Library. 2022. "Chicago Public
Library Annual Report." Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.chipublib.org/about/annual-report-2022.

Citing Interviews and Lectures

Personal communications like interviews and lectures require special attention because they are often not
published or publicly archived. The citation should provide enough information for the reader to
understand the context and identify the source of the information.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Note): 4. Interview with Dr. Eleanor Vance, by the author,
October 20, 2023, Chicago, IL. The interview was conducted in person.

Notes and Bibliography System (Example Bibliography Entry): Vance, Eleanor. Interview by author.
October 20, 2023. Chicago, IL.

Author-Date System (Example In-Text Citation): (Vance, personal interview, 2023).

Author-Date System (Example Reference List Entry): Vance, Eleanor. Personal interview. October 20,
2023.

Citing Other Sources

The Chicago Manual of Style covers a vast array of source types, including films, music, government
documents, and unpublished manuscripts. For each, specific rules ensure that all necessary identifying
information is provided. The core principle remains consistent: offer enough data for retrieval.

When encountering less common source types, it is always advisable to consult the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style or seek clarification from your instructor. Even for common sources, minor
variations in formatting can occur based on specific requirements, so paying close attention to detail is
paramount for accurate classroom Chicago style citation.



Key Differences and When to Choose a System

The choice between the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system often hinges on the
conventions of the discipline or the explicit instructions of an instructor. Both systems are robust and
widely accepted, but they offer distinct user experiences for the reader and require different approaches
from the writer.

The Notes and Bibliography system is generally preferred in disciplines where extensive textual analysis
or direct quotation is common, such as literature and history. Its footnotes or endnotes can accommodate
lengthy explanations or tangential information without disrupting the narrative flow. The comprehensive
bibliography at the end serves as a complete record of scholarly engagement. Conversely, the Author-Date
system is more common in social sciences where rapid verification of data and sources is important. Its
parenthetical citations are unobtrusive and immediately link statements to their origins, facilitating a quick
review of evidence.

Tips for Effective Chicago Style Citation in the Classroom

Mastering classroom Chicago style citation is an ongoing process that benefits from diligent practice and
attention to detail. For students, adopting certain habits can significantly improve the accuracy and
effectiveness of their citations, leading to stronger academic work and a reduced risk of plagiarism.

Here are some key strategies to employ:

Always confirm which Chicago style system your instructor prefers: Notes and Bibliography or
Author-Date.

Keep meticulous records of all sources as you research, noting down essential bibliographic details as
you find them.

Utilize citation management tools, but always double-check their output against Chicago style
guidelines.

Refer to the official Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online guides for specific formatting
questions.

Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and italicization within citations, as these details are
crucial.

When in doubt, ask your instructor for clarification rather than guessing.



Practice citing different source types regularly to build confidence and proficiency.

---

Q: What is the main difference between footnotes and endnotes in
Chicago style?
A: The main difference between footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style is their placement. Footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of
the document, preceding the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose of providing detailed source
information corresponding to a superscript number in the text.

Q: When should I use the Notes and Bibliography system versus the
Author-Date system for classroom assignments?
A: You should use the system that your instructor specifies. Generally, the Notes and Bibliography system
is favored in the humanities (literature, history, art), while the Author-Date system is more common in the
social sciences (sociology, political science, psychology). Always clarify your instructor's preference.

Q: Do I need to cite common knowledge in Chicago style?
A: No, you do not need to cite common knowledge. Common knowledge refers to facts that are widely
known and readily available from multiple sources without attribution, such as the capital of France or the
date of a major historical event. However, if you are unsure whether something is considered common
knowledge, it is safer to cite it.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors in Chicago style?
A: For two authors, list both names in notes and bibliography entries (e.g., John Smith and Jane Doe). In the
bibliography or reference list, reverse the order for the first author only (Smith, John, and Jane Doe). For
three or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and others) in both notes and the
bibliography/reference list.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a book with an editor instead of an
author in Chicago style?
A: When citing a book with an editor, the editor's name is used in place of the author's name. In the Notes



and Bibliography system, a note would typically look like: 1. John Doe, ed., Selected Essays (New York:
Publisher, 2020), 45. The bibliography entry would be: Doe, John, ed. Selected Essays. New York:
Publisher, 2020. In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Doe 2020, 45) and the reference
list entry would be Doe, John, ed. 2020. Selected Essays. New York: Publisher.

Q: How do I cite a webpage with no author in Chicago style?
A: If a webpage has no author, you typically start the citation with the title of the page. In the Notes and
Bibliography system's bibliography, it would be: "Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Accessed Month
Day, Year. URL. For notes, it's similar but may include publication details if available. In the Author-Date
system, the title of the webpage often serves as the "author" in the in-text citation and reference list entry.

Q: Should I include the date of access for online sources in Chicago style?
A: Yes, it is generally recommended to include the date of access for online sources in Chicago style,
especially if the content might change over time. This helps readers locate the exact version of the page
you consulted. It is typically placed after the URL in the bibliography or reference list.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing a journal article in Chicago
style?
A: Essential elements for citing a journal article include the author(s), the article title, the journal title
(italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page numbers of the article. A DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) should also be included if available.
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