CIVIL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

THE INTRICATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CIVIL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE IS A CORNERSTONE OF A JUST AND EQUITABLE
SOCIETY. UNDERSTANDING HOW THESE TWO INTERTWINED SYSTEMS OPERATE, THEIR HISTORICAL EVOLUTION, AND THE ONGOING
CHALLENGES THEY FACE IS CRUCIAL FOR INFORMED CIVIC ENGAGEMENT. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF
CIVIL RIGHTS WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE FRAMEWORK, EXPLORE KEY HISTORICAL MILESTONES, EXAMINE CONTEMPORARY
ISSUES SUCH AS RACIAL DISPARITIES AND POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY, AND DISCUSS THE PATHWAYS TOWARDS REFORM AND A
MORE JUST SYSTEM FOR ALL. WE WILL NAVIGATE THROUGH THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS GUARANTEED TO INDIVIDUALS ACCUSED
OF CRIMES, THE IMPACT OF SYSTEMIC BIASES, AND THE VITAL ROLE OF LEGAL PROTECTIONS IN ENSURING FAIR TREATMENT AT
EVERY STAGE OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS.
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UNDERSTANDING CivIL RIGHTS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

THE REALM OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, BY ITS VERY NATURE, INVOLVES THE POTENTIAL FOR SIGNIFICANT INFRINGEMENTS UPON
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SAFEGUARDING OF CIVIL RIGHTS IS NOT MERELY AN ADJUNCT TO THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM, BUT AN INTRINSIC AND ESSENTIAL COMPONENT. CiviL RIGHTS, BROADLY DEFINED, ARE FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN
RIGHTS THAT PROTECT INDIVIDUALS FROM UNFAIR TREATMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT AND OTHER PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS. W/ITHIN
THE CONTEXT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, THESE RIGHTS ENSURE THAT THE POWERFUL MACHINERY OF THE STATE DOES NOT UNDULY
OPPRESS OR DISCRIMINATE AGAINST THOSE IT PROSECUTES.

THE TENSION BETWEEN MAINTAINING PUBLIC SAFETY AND UPHOLDING INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS IS A PERPETUAL CHARACTERISTIC OF
ANY DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, ENCOMPASSING LAW ENFORCEMENT, COURTS, AND CORRECTIONS,
MUST OPERATE WITHIN A FRAMEWORK THAT RESPECTS THE INHERENT DIGNITY AND RIGHTS OF EVERY PERSON, REGARDLESS OF
THEIR ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO ILLUMINATE THIS COMPLEX INTERPLAY, HIGHLIGHTING
THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF CIVIL LIBERTIES IN THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS.

HisToricAL EvoLuTioN oF CiviL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

THE HISTORY OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE IS A NARRATIVE MARKED BY BOTH PROGRESS AND PERSISTENT STRUGGLE.
EARLY LEGAL SYSTEMS OFTEN AFFORDED LIMITED PROTECTIONS TO THOSE ACCUSED OF CRIMES, PARTICULARLY INDIVIDUALS
FROM MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES. THE EVOLUTION OF THESE PROTECTIONS HAS BEEN DRIVEN BY SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS AND LANDMARK LEGAL DECISIONS THAT HAVE GRADUALLY EXPANDED THE SCOPE OF RIGHTS AFFORDED TO
DEFENDANTS.

THe LEGACY OF DISCRIMINATION

THROUGHOUT MUCH OF HISTORY, THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM HAS BEEN A TOOL THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTED
RACIAL MINORITIES AND OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS. DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES, FROM BIASED POLICING TO UNEQUAL
SENTENCING, HAVE LEFT A DEEP AND LASTING SCAR ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THESE COMMUNITIES AND THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM. RECOGNIZING THIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS VITAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE ROOTS OF MANY CONTEMPORARY
CHALLENGES.



Key LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL MILESTONES

SEVERAL PIVOTAL MOMENTS HAVE SHAPED THE LANDSCAPE OF CIVIL RIGHTS WITHIN CRIMINAL JUSTICE. THE CIvIL RIGHTS ACT
OF 1964, FOR INSTANCE, WHILE PRIMARILY AIMED AT COMBATING RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS AND
EMPLOYMENT, ALSO HAD BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR ENSURING EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW, WHICH EXTENDS TO THE
FAIR APPLICATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICIES. L ANDMARK SUPREME COURT DECISIONS HAVE PROGRESSIVELY DEFINED AND
STRENGTHENED PROTECTIONS SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL, THE PROHIBITION AGAINST UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND
SEIZURES, AND THE RIGHT AGAINST SELF-INCRIMINATION.

THESE RULINGS HAVE ESTABLISHED CRITICAL PRECEDENTS, ENSURING THAT DUE PROCESS IS A FUNDAMENTAL EXPECTATION FOR
ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERACTING WITH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. THE GRADUAL INCORPORATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
TO THE STATES THROUGH THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT HAS FURTHER BROADENED THE REACH OF THESE PROTECTIONS.

CorEe CivIiL RIGHTS PROTECTIONS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

THE AMERICAN LEGAL FRAMEWORK PROVIDES A ROBUST SET OF CIVIL RIGHTS DESIGNED TO PROTECT INDIVIDUALS FROM ABUSES
OF POWER WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. THESE PROTECTIONS ARE ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION AND FURTHER
ELABORATED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS AND JUDICIAL INTERPRETATIONS.

THE RIGHT To DUE PROCESS

PERHAPS THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL RIGHT IN THE CONTEXT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE IS THE RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS.
GUARANTEED BY THE FIFTH AND FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS, DUE PROCESS ENSURES THAT THE GOVERNMENT MUST RESPECT ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS OWED TO A PERSON. THIS ENCOMPASSES A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL LEGAL PROCEDURE, INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO
NOTICE OF CHARGES, THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD, AND THE RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL.

PROTECTION AGAINST UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND SEIZURES

THE FOURTH AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION PROTECTS INDIVIDUALS FROM UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND SEIZURES.
THIS MEANS THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS GENERALLY NEED A W ARRANT , SUPPORTED BY PROBABLE CAUSE, TO SEARCH A
PERSON OR THEIR PROPERTY. EXCEPTIONS EXIST, BUT THEY ARE NARROWLY DEFINED AND SUBJECT TO STRICT LEGAL SCRUTINY.
THIS PROTECTION IS CRUCIAL IN PREVENTING ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT INTRUSION INTO PRIVATE LIVES.

THE RIGHT To COUNSEL

THE SIXTH AMENDMENT GUARANTEES THE RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY FOR ALL DEFENDANTS IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. FOR THOSE
WHO CANNOT AFFORD LEGAL REPRESENTATION, THE COURT MUST APPOINT AN ATTORNEY. THIS RIGHT IS ESSENTIAL FOR
ENSURING A FAIR TRIAL, AS LEGAL REPRESENTATION HELPS DEFENDANTS UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHTS, PRESENT THEIR DEFENSE, AND
NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM. THE SUPREME COURT’S DECISION IN GIDEON V. W/ AINWRIGHT FAMOUSLY
SOLIDIFIED THIS RIGHT.

PROTECTION AGAINST SELF-INCRIMINATION

THE FIFTH AMENDMENT PROTECTS INDIVIDUALS FROM BEING COMPELLED TO TESTIFY AGAINST THEMSELVES, COMMONLY KNOWN
AS THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. THIS PROTECTION IS FAMOUSLY INVOKED THROUGH MIRANDA W ARNINGS, WHICH INFORM



SUSPECTS OF THEIR RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT AND THEIR RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY BEFORE ANY CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION. THIS
PREVENTS COERCED CONFESSIONS AND ENSURES THAT EVIDENCE IS OBTAINED VOLUNTARILY.

EQUAL ProTECTION UNDER THE LAW

THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT GUARANTEES EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAWY, MEANING THAT ALL INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE
TREATED EQUALLY BY THE LEGAL SYSTEM, REGARDLESS OF RACE, RELIGION, GENDER, OR OTHER PROTECTED CHARACTERISTICS.
W/HILE THIS IDEAL IS A CORNERSTONE OF CIVIL RIGHTS, ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
REMAINS A SUBJECT OF SIGNIFICANT DEBATE AND REFORM EFFORTS.

Key AREAS oF CONCERN AND ONGOING CHALLENGES

DESPITE THE ROBUST LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN PLACE, SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES AND AREAS OF CONCERN PERSIST WITHIN THE
INTERSECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE. THESE ISSUES OFTEN STEM FROM SYSTEMIC BIASES, RESOURCE
DISPARITIES, AND THE BROAD DISCRETIONARY POWER WIELDED BY VARIOUS ACTORS WITHIN THE SYSTEM.

RAcIAL DISPARITIES IN THE SYSTEM

ONE OF THE MOST PERSISTENT AND TROUBLING ISSUES IS THE DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ON
RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES. DATA CONSISTENTLY SHOWS THAT BLACK AND HISPANIC INDIVIDUALS ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE
ARRESTED, CHARGED, CONVICTED, AND RECEIVE HARSHER SENTENCES THAN THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS FOR SIMILAR OFFENSES.
THIS DISPARITY RAISES PROFOUND QUESTIONS ABOUT BIAS IN POLICING, PROSECUTORIAL DECISIONS, JURY SELECTION, AND
SENTENCING.

PoLICE ACCOUNTABILITY AND MISCONDUCT

ENSURING ACCOUNTARBILITY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IS A CRITICAL CIVIL RIGHTS CONCERN. ALLEGATIONS OF
EXCESSIVE FORCE, RACIAL PROFILING, AND OTHER FORMS OF MISCONDUCT CAN ERODE PUBLIC TRUST AND LEAD TO WRONGFUL
ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS. MECHANISMS FOR INVESTIGATING AND ADDRESSING POLICE MISCONDUCT, SUCH AS CIVILIAN REVIEW
BOARDS AND ROBUST DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES, ARE OFTEN DEBATED AND REFINED TO BETTER PROTECT CIVIL LIBERTIES.

THe IMPACT oF MASS INCARCERATION

THE UNITED STATES HAS THE HIGHEST INCARCERATION RATE IN THE WORLD. THE POLICIES THAT HAVE LED TO MASS
INCARCERATION HAVE HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON CIVIL RIGHTS, PARTICULARLY FOR COMMUNITIES OF COLOR. BeYonD THE
DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY, INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS OFTEN FACE SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING,
AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION, CREATING LONG-TERM SOCIETAL CONSEQUENCES.

ACCESS TO JUSTICE AND LEGAL REPRESENTATION

W/HILE THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL IS ESTABLISHED, THE QUALITY AND ACCESSIBILITY OF LEGAL REPRESENTATION CAN VARY
SIGNIFICANTLY. UNDERFUNDED PUBLIC DEFENDER SYSTEMS OFTEN STRUGGLE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION,
PARTICULARLY IN COMPLEX CASES. THIS DISPARITY CAN LEAD TO UNEQUAL OUTCOMES, WHERE INDIVIDUALS WITH PRIVATE
ATTORNEYS FARE BETTER THAN THOSE RELYING ON COURT-APPOINTED COUNSEL.



FAIR SENTENCING AND THE W AR ON DRUGS

SENTENCING LAWS, PARTICULARLY THOSE ENACTED DURING THE “\¥/ AR ON DRUGS,” HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED FOR THEIR SEVERITY
AND THEIR DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON CERTAIN COMMUNITIES. MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES, FOR EXAMPLE, CAN LIMIT
JUDICIAL DISCRETION AND LEAD TO UNJUST OUTCOMES. THE ONGOING RE-EVALUATION OF DRUG POLICIES AND SENTENCING
REFORM IS A KEY AREA WHERE CIVIL RIGHTS ADVOCATES ARE SEEKING CHANGE.

TowARDS A MoRe EQUITABLE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

ADDRESSING THE COMPLEX CHALLENGES AT THE INTERSECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE REQUIRES A MULTI-
FACETED APPROACH FOCUSED ON REFORM, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND A COMMITMENT TO EQUITY. MEANINGFUL CHANGE
NECESSITATES A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE SYSTEMIC ISSUES AND A WILLINGNESS TO IMPLEMENT EVIDENCE-BASED SOLUTIONS.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM INITIATIVES

NUMEROUS REFORM INITIATIVES ARE UNDERWAY ACROSS THE COUNTRY, AIMING TO CREATE A MORE JUST AND HUMANE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM. THESE INCLUDE EFFORTS TO:

® DECRIMINALIZE MINOR OFFENSES.

® REFORM BAIL SYSTEMS TO REDUCE PRETRIAL DETENTION.

® EXPAND DIVERSION PROGRAMS AND ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION.
® PROMOTE RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES.

® |NCREASE TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN POLICING.

THe RoLE oF ADVOCACY AND PUBLIC AWARENESS

CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS AND ADVOCATES PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHEDDING LIGHT ON SYSTEMIC INJUSTICES AND PUSHING
FOR POLICY CHANGES. PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS AND GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING ARE VITAL IN MOBILIZING SUPPORT FOR
REFORM AND HOLDING ELECTED OFFICIALS ACCOUNTABLE. EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THEIR RIGHTS AND THE COMPLEXITIES
OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM EMPOWERS INDIVIDUALS AND FOSTERS A DEMAND FOR A MORE EQUITABLE SYSTEM.

INVESTING IN COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS

MANY EXPERTS ARGUE THAT INVESTING IN COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF CRIME, SUCH AS
POVERTY, LACK OF EDUCATION, AND MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES, CAN BE MORE EFFECTIVE AND JUST THAN SOLELY RELYING ON
PUNITIVE MEASURES. THESE SOLUTIONS AIM TO PREVENT CRIME AND RECIDIVISM BY SUPPORTING INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES.

Re-EVALUATING POLICING PRACTICES



EFFORTS TO RE-EVALUATE AND REFORM POLICING PRACTICES ARE ESSENTIAL. THIS INCLUDES TRAINING OFFICERS IN DE-
ESCALATION TECHNIQUES, IMPLICIT BIAS, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. FURTHERMORE, EXPLORING ALTERNATIVE RESPONSES TO
CERTAIN CALLS FOR SERVICE, SUCH AS SENDING MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS INSTEAD OF ARMED OFFICERS IN SPECIFIC
SITUATIONS, CAN HELP TO DE"ESCALATE POTENTIAL CONFLICTS AND IMPROVE OUTCOMES.

ENSURING FAIR SENTENCING AND REENTRY

ONGOING EFFORTS TO REFORM SENTENCING GUIDELINES AND PROVIDE ROBUST SUPPORT FOR INDIVIDUALS REENTERING SOCIETY
AFTER INCARCERATION ARE CRITICAL. THIS INCLUDES ADDRESSING BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT AND HOUSING, AS WELL AS
PROVIDING ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND REHABILITATION PROGRAMS. A FOCUS ON SUCCESSFUL REENTRY CAN REDUCE RECIDIVISM
AND PROMOTE SAFER COMMUNITIES FOR ALL.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MOST CRITICAL CIVIL RIGHTS PROTECTED WITHIN THE U.S. CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEMP

A: THE MOST CRITICAL CIVIL RIGHTS INCLUDE THE RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS, PROTECTION AGAINST UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND
SEIZURES (FOURTH AMENDMENT), THE RIGHT TO LEGAL COUNSEL (SIXTH AMENDMENT), THE PROTECTION AGAINST SELF-
INCRIMINATION (FIFTH AMENDMENT), AND THE GUARANTEE OF EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW (FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT).

QZ How HAS THE HISTORICAL LEGACY OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IMPACTED THE
CURRENT STATE OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE?

A: THE HISTORICAL LEGACY OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION HAS LED TO DEEPLY INGRAINED SYSTEMIC BIASES WITHIN THE CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM, RESULTING IN DISPROPORTIONATE ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, AND HARSHER SENTENCING FOR RACIAL MINORITIES.
THIS LEGACY CONTINUES TO FUEL ONGOING DISPARITIES AND MISTRUST BETWEEN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AND LAW
ENFORCEMENT.

Q: WHAT IS MEANT BY “MASS INCARCERATION"” AND WHAT ARE ITS CIVIL RIGHTS
IMPLICATIONS?

A: MASS INCARCERATION REFERS TO THE EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH RATE OF IMPRISONMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. TS CIVIL RIGHTS
IMPLICATIONS INCLUDE THE SEVERE DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY FOR MILLIONS, THE DISRUPTION OF FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES, AND
THE CREATION OF SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC REINTEGRATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS,
IMPACTING THEIR RIGHTS TO VOTE, EMPLOYMENT, AND HOUSING.

Q: How DOES THE RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS ENSURE FAIRNESS IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS?

A: THE RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS ENSURES FAIRNESS BY REQUIRING THE GOVERNMENT TO FOLLOW ESTABLISHED LEGAL
PROCEDURES BEFORE DEPRIVING AN INDIVIDUAL OF LIFE, LIBERTY, OR PROPERTY. THIS INCLUDES PROVIDING NOTICE OF CHARGES,
AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD, THE RIGHT TO PRESENT EVIDENCE, AND A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TRIAL.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME COMMON ISSUES RELATED TO POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY AND CIVIL
RIGHTS?

A: COMMON ISSUES INCLUDE ALLEGATIONS OF EXCESSIVE FORCE, RACIAL PROFILING, UNLAWFUL STOPS AND SEARCHES, AND A
LACK OF TRANSPARENCY AND INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT IN INVESTIGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT. ENSURING ACCOUNTABILITY IS
VITAL FOR PROTECTING CITIZENS' CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND MAINTAINING PUBLIC TRUST.



QI IN WHAT WAYS CAN ACCESS TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION AFFECT THE OUTCOME OF
A CRIMINAL CASE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL?

A: INADEQUATE OR INEFFECTIVE LEGAL REPRESENTATION CAN SIGNIFICANTLY HINDER AN INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND
THEIR RIGHTS, PRESENT A STRONG DEFENSE, NEGOTIATE PLEA BARGAINS EFFECTIVELY, AND RECEIVE A FAIR TRIAL. THIS CAN LEAD
TO UNJUST OUTCOMES, INCLUDING WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS OR DISPROPORTIONATELY HARSH SENTENCES.

QZ \WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF ONGOING CIVIL RIGHTS REFORM EFFORTS IN THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: EXAMPLES INCLUDE EFFORTS TO REFORM BAIL SYSTEMS, REDUCE MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES, EXPAND ALTERNATIVES TO
INCARCERATION, ENHANCE POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES, ADDRESS RACIAL DISPARITIES IN POLICING AND SENTENCING, AND
IMPROVE REENTRY PROGRAMS FOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS.

QI How DOES THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW APPLY WITHIN
THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE CONTEXT?

A: THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL PROTECTION MANDATES THAT ALL INDIVIDUALS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR BACKGROUND OR
CHARACTERISTICS, MUST BE TREATED EQUALLY UNDER THE LAW AND BY THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. THIS MEANS THAT
LAWS AND THEIR ENFORCEMENT SHOULD NOT DISCRIMINATE BASED ON RACE, ETHNICITY, GENDER, OR OTHER PROTECTED
CLASSIFICATIONS.
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