CITY PLANNING HISTORY US

THe EvoLuTioN oF UrBAN DesiGN: A CoMPREHENSIVE Look AT CITY PLANNING HISTORY IN THE US

CITY PLANNING HISTORY US IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN WITH THREADS OF NECESSITY, INNOVATION, AND SOCIETAL SHIFTS,
SHAPING THE VERY FABRIC OF AMERICAN URBAN LANDSCAPES. FROM THE EARLIEST COLONIAL SETTLEMENTS TO THE SPRAWLING
METROPOLISES OF TODAY, THE WAY \WE DESIGN AND ORGANIZE OUR CITIES HAS UNDERGONE SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS.
THIS EXPLORATION DELVES INTO THE KEY MILESTONES, INFLUENTIAL MOVEMENTS, AND ENDURING CHALLENGES THAT HAVE
DEFINED AMERICAN CITY PLANNING THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY. WE WILL TRACE THE PROGRESSION FROM AD-HOC DEVELOPMENT
TO MORE DELIBERATE, SYSTEMATIC APPROACHES, EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF VARIOUS IDEOLOGIES, TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVANCEMENTS, AND PUBLIC DEMANDS ON URBAN FORM. (UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY IS CRUCIAL FOR
APPRECIATING THE PRESENT STATE OF OUR CITIES AND FOR ENVISIONING THEIR SUSTAINABLE FUTURES.

TABLE oF CONTENTS

EARLY COLONIAL SETTLEMENTS AND GRID SYSTEMS

THe CiTY BEAUTIFUL MOVEMENT AND GRAND URBAN VISIONS
THE RISE OF THE AUTOMORBILE AND SUBURBAN SPRAWL
PosT-W AR UrRBAN RENEWAL AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

THe New URBANISM AND A RETURN TO TRADITIONAL PLANNING
CoNTEMPORARY CHALLENGES AND THE FUTURE ofF CITY PLANNING

EARLY COLONIAL SETTLEMENTS AND GRID SYSTEMS

FoOUNDING PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL NEEDS

THE GENESIS OF CITY PLANNING IN THE UNITED STATES CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE EARLIEST EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS. UNLIKE
THE ORGANIC GROWTH PATTERNS OF MANY ANCIENT EUROPEAN CITIES, COLONIAL TOWNS AND CITIES WERE OFTEN ESTABLISHED
WITH A DEGREE OF PREMEDITATION. EARLY SETTLERS, DRAWING ON EUROPEAN PRECEDENTS AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS,
FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED GRIDIRON STREET PATTERNS. THIS SYSTEMATIC APPROACH FACILITATED LAND DIVISION, PROPERTY
OWNERSHIP, AND EFFICIENT NAVIGATION. CITIES LIKE PHILADELPHIA, FOUNDED BY W/ILLIAM PENN, ARE PRIME EXAMPLES,
FEATURING A REGULAR GRID WITH SQUARES INTERSPERSED FOR PUBLIC USE AND DEFENSE. THE EMPHASIS WAS ON ORDER,
ACCESSIBILITY, AND A PRAGMATIC ORGANIZATION OF SPACE TO SUPPORT BURGEONING POPULATIONS AND COMMERCE.

INFLUENCE OF EUROPEAN MODELS AND ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS

THE ENLIGHTENMENT'S EMPHASIS ON REASON AND ORDER ALSO PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING EARLY AMERICAN URBAN
DESIGN. PLANNERS AND FOUNDERS OFTEN SOUGHT TO CREATE CITIES THAT REFLECTED THESE IDEALS, FAVORING SYMMETRY AND
REGULARITY. THE ORTHOGONAL GRID, WITH ITS CLEAR DIVISIONS AND PREDICTABLE LAYOUT, WAS SEEN AS A RATIONAL AND
EFFICIENT WAY TO MANAGE URBAN GROWTH. THIS CONTRASTED WITH THE MORE LABYRINTHINE STREET NETWORKS PREVALENT IN
MANY OLDER EUROPEAN CITIES. THE L'ENFANT PLAN FOR W ASHINGTON D.C., WITH ITS GRAND AVENUES AND DIAGONAL
BOULEVARDS RADIATING FROM A CENTRAL POINT, REPRESENTS A MORE AMBITIOUS, ALBEIT LESS PURELY ORTHOGONAL,
APPLICATION OF DESIGN PRINCIPLES ROOTED IN EUROPEAN BAROQUE TRADITIONS AND ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS OF MONUMENT AL
URBANISM.

THe CiTy BEauTIFUL MoVEMENT AND GRAND URBAN VISIONS

A REACTION TO INDUSTRIALIZATION AND URBAN BLIGHT

AsS THE UNITED STATES INDUSTRIALIZED AND URBAN POPULATIONS BOOMED IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES,
CITIES OFTEN SUFFERED FROM OVERCROWDING, POOR SANITATION, AND A GENERAL LACK OF AESTHETIC APPEAL. THe CITY
BEAUTIFUL MOVEMENT EMERGED AS A POWERFUL RESPONSE TO THESE CONDITIONS. CHAMPIONED BY FIGURES LIKE DANIEL



BURNHAM, THIS MOVEMENT ADVOCATED FOR THE MONUMENTAL BEAUTIFICATION OF CITIES, AIMING TO INSPIRE CIVIC PRIDE AND

MORAL UPLIFT THROUGH GRAND CIVIC SPACES, STATELY ARCHITECTURE, AND LANDSCAPED PARKS. THE GOAL WAS TO CREATE
CITIES THAT WERE NOT ONLY FUNCTIONAL BUT ALSO INSPIRING AND AESTHETICALLY PLEASING, REFLECTING A SENSE OF ORDER

AND GRANDEUR.

Key ProjJecTSs AND LASTING LEGACIES

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CITY BEAUTIFUL MOVEMENT IS EVIDENT IN NUMEROUS URBAN DESIGN PROJECTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.
THE MCMILLAN PLAN FOR W/ ASHINGTON D.C., A DIRECT DESCENDANT OF L'ENFANT’S VISION AND HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY THE
CITY BEAUTIFUL ETHOS, REIMAGINED THE NATIONAL CAPITAL WITH GRAND PROMENADES, MONUMENTAL BUILDINGS, AND
CAREFULLY DESIGNED PARK SYSTEMS. CHICAGO'S PLAN OF 1909, ANOTHER LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENT, PROPOSED A
COMPREHENSIVE VISION FOR THE CITY’S FUTURE, EMPHASIZING WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT, A RING OF PARKS, AND A SYSTEM OF
BOULEVARDS. WHILE SOME CRITICIZED THE MOVEMENT FOR ITS PERCEIVED ELITISM AND FOCUS ON AESTHETICS OVER SOCIAL
REFORM, ITS EMPHASIS ON PUBLIC SPACES, PARKS, AND THE INTEGRATION OF CIVIC ARCHITECTURE LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON
URBAN PLANNING PRINCIPLES.

THE RISE OF THE AUTOMOBILE AND SUBURBAN SPRAWL

THE IMPACT oF MASS MOTORIZATION

THE WIDESPREAD ADOPTION OF THE AUTOMORBILE IN THE 20TH CENTURY PROFOUNDLY ALTERED THE TRAJECTORY OF AMERICAN
CITY PLANNING. THE CAR OFFERED UNPRECEDENTED PERSONAL MOBILITY, LEADING TO A DECENTRALIZATION OF URBAN
POPULATIONS AND A DRAMATIC SHIFT AWAY FROM TRADITIONAL, DENSE, MIXED-USE URBAN CENTERS. DEVELOPERS BEGAN TO
BUILD HOUSING TRACTS ON THE PERIPHERIES OF CITIES, ACCESSIBLE PRIMARILY BY CAR, LEADING TO THE PHENOMENON OF
SUBURBAN SPRAWL. THIS ERA SAW A PRIORITIZATION OF ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE, PARKING LOTS, AND SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES,
OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION, PEDESTRIAN-FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENTS, AND COHESIVE COMMUNITY
STRUCTURES.

CONSEQUENCES OF DECENTRALIZATION AND SPRAWL

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS CAR-CENTRIC PLANNING HAVE BEEN FAR-REACHING. INCREASED RELIANCE ON AUTOMOBILES
CONTRIBUTED TO TRAFFIC CONGESTION, AIR POLLUTION, AND A DECLINE IN THE VITALITY OF MANY CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICTS. THE SEGREGATION OF LAND USES—RESIDENTIAL IN ONE AREA, COMMERCIAL IN ANOTHER, INDUSTRIAL
ELSEWHERE—BECAME A HALLMARK OF SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT, NECESSITATING CAR TRAVEL FOR MOST DAILY ACTIVITIES. THIS
PATTERN ALSO LED TO THE EROSION OF THE TRADITIONAL URBAN FABRIC, WITH ITS WALKABLE STREETS AND MIXED-USE
NEIGHBORHOODS. ENVIRONMENT AL IMPACTS, INCLUDING HABITAT LOSS AND INCREASED ENERGY CONSUMPTION, ALSO BECAME
SIGNIFICANT CONCERNS ASSOCIATED WITH UNCHECKED SUBURBAN GROW TH.

PosT-W AR UrBAN RENEWAL AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

ADDRESSING URBAN DECAY AND MODERNIZATION

FoLLoWING WoORLD W AR ||, MANY AMERICAN CITIES FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES RELATED TO AGING INFRASTRUCTURE,
DETERIORATING HOUSING, AND PERCEIVED URBAN BLIGHT, PARTICULARLY IN INNER-CITY NEIGHBORHOODS. THE CONCEPT OF URBAN
RENEWAL EMERGED AS A FEDERAL INITIATIVE AIMED AT REVITALIZING THESE AREAS. THIS INVOLVED THE DEMOLITION OF LARGE
TRACTS OF OLDER BUILDINGS AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING PROJECTS, AND COMMERCIAL
DEVELOPMENTS. THE VISION WAS TO MODERNIZE CITIES, ATTRACT NEW INVESTMENT, AND IMPROVE LIVING CONDITIONS FOR
RESIDENTS, OFTEN WITH AN EMPHASIS ON LARGE-SCALE, MODERNIST ARCHITECTURAL INTERVENTIONS.



CRITICISM AND THE SHIFT IN PLANNING PHILOSOPHY

HO\X/EVER/ URBAN RENEW AL PROJECTS OFTEN HAD DEVASTATING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES. MANY ESTABLISHED
COMMUNITIES, DISPROPORTIONATELY INHABITED BY MINORITY POPULATIONS AND LOW-INCOME RESIDENTS, \WERE DISPLACED AND
THEIR SOCIAL NETWORKS DESTROYED. THE FOCUS ON LARGE-SCALE DEMOLITION AND MODERNIST ARCHITECTURE ALSO LED TO A
LOSS OF HISTORICAL CHARACTER AND A CREATION OF STERILE, ISOLATED DEVELOPMENTS. OVER TIME, A GROWING
UNDERSTANDING OF THESE NEGATIVE IMPACTS LED TO A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN PLANNING PHILOSOPHY. THE FAILURES OF URBAN
RENEW AL HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, PRESERVATION OF EXISTING URBAN FABRIC, AND A MORE
NUANCED APPROACH TO URBAN DEVELOPMENT THAT CONSIDERED SOCIAL EQUITY AND HUMAN SCALE.

THE New URBANISM AND A RETURN TO TRADITIONAL PLANNING

RecLAIMING W ALKABILITY AND MixeD-Use DEVELOPMENT

EMERGING IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY, THE NEw URBANISM MOVEMENT REPRESENTS A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO COUNTER THE
NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF SUBURBAN SPRAWL AND MODERNIST PLANNING. THIS DESIGN PHILOSOPHY ADVOCATES FOR A RETURN TO
TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES, EMPHASIZING WALKABILITY, MIXED-USE ENVIRONMENTS, AND A STRONG
SENSE OF PLACE. NEwW URBANIST PLANNERS AND DEVELOPERS SEEK TO CREATE NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE DAILY NEEDS CAN BE MET
WITHIN ¥ ALKING OR BIKING DISTANCE, WHERE HOUSING TYPES ARE DIVERSE, AND WHERE PUBLIC SPACES ARE DESIGNED TO FOSTER
COMMUNITY INTERACTION. THE AIM IS TO CREATE MORE SUSTAINABLE, EQUITABLE, AND LIVABLE COMMUNITIES.

PRINCIPLES OF SMART GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

THe New URBANISM SHARES MANY PRINCIPLES WITH THE BROADER CONCEPT OF “SMART GRO\X/TH/” WHICH PROMOTES
DEVELOPMENT THAT IS ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE, ECONOMICALLY VIABLE, AND SOCIALLY EQUITABLE. KEY TENETS
INCLUDE COMPACT DEVELOPMENT, PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE, A RANGE OF HOUSING OPTIONS, AND THE REVITALIZATION OF
EXISTING COMMUNITIES. THIS APPROACH SEEKS TO BUILD MORE EFFICIENT INFRASTRUCTURE, REDUCE AUTOMOBILE DEPENDENCE,
AND CREATE MORE VIBRANT AND RESILIENT URBAN AND SUBURBAN AREAS. |T REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT DEPARTURE FROM THE
CAR-DEPENDENT, SINGLE-USE ZONING PATTERNS THAT HAVE DOMINATED MUCH OF AMERICAN URBAN DEVELOPMENT FOR DECADES,
AIMING TO REINTEGRATE CITIES AND TOWNS WITH THEIR INHABITANTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

CoNTEMPORARY CHALLENGES AND THE FUTURE oF CITY PLANNING

ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABILITY

TODAY, CITY PLANNING IN THE US FACES PRESSING CHALLENGES, MOST NOTABLY THE URGENT NEED TO ADDRESS CLIMATE
CHANGE AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABILITY. PLANNERS ARE GRAPPLING WITH STRATEGIES TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS,
ADAPT TO THE IMPACTS OF EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS, AND BUILD MORE RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE. THIS INVOLVES
PROMOTING RENEW ABLE ENERGY, IMPROVING ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN BUILDINGS, DEVELOPING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, AND
CREATING MORE WALKABLE AND TRANSIT-ORIENTED COMMUNITIES. THE FOCUS IS INCREASINGLY ON LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH AND THE WELL-BEING OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

EQUITY, AFFORDABILITY, AND TECHNOLOGICAL INTEGRATION

ENSURING SOCIAL EQUITY AND HOUSING AFFORDABILITY ARE ALSO PARAMOUNT CONCERNS. PLANNERS ARE EXPLORING
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO COMBAT GENTRIFICATION, PROVIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS, AND CREATE INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITIES THAT SERVE ALL RESIDENTS. FURTHERMORE, THE INTEGRATION OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES, SUCH AS SMART CITY
INITIATIVES, DATA ANALYTICS, AND ADVANCED TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, OFFERS BOTH OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES.
THE FUTURE OF CITY PLANNING WILL LIKELY INVOLVE A COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION,
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP, AND A DEEP COMMITMENT TO CREATING JUST AND LIVABLE URBAN
ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL.



FAQ

Q: WHAT WERE THE EARLIEST FORMS OF ORGANIZED CITY PLANNING IN WHAT IS NOW
THE UNITED STATES?

A: THE EARLIEST FORMS OF ORGANIZED CITY PLANNING IN THE UNITED STATES CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE COLONIAL ERA,
WITH MANY SETTLEMENTS ADOPTING THE GRIDIRON STREET PATTERN FOR ITS EFFICIENCY IN LAND DIVISION AND NAVIGATION.
EXAMPLES LIKE PHILADELPHIA AND SAVANNAH, GEOEGIA/ SHOWCASE THESE EARLY, DELIBERATE LAYOUTS.

Q: How pID THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION INFLUENCE CITY PLANNING IN THE US?

A: THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION LED TO RAPID URBANIZATION AND, CONSEQUENTLY, TO SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES LIKE
OVERCROWDING, POOR SANITATION, AND INADEQUATE HOUSING. THIS SPURRED MOVEMENTS LIKE THE CITY BEAUTIFUL
MOVEMENT, WHICH SOUGHT TO BEAUTIFY CITIES AND IMPROVE CIVIC LIFE THROUGH GRAND PUBLIC SPACES AND ARCHITECTURE.

Q: WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CITY BEAUTIFUL MOVEMENT IN US cITY
PLANNING HISTORY?

A: THe CITY BEAUTIFUL MOVEMENT WAS SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS EMPHASIS ON AESTHETICS, MONUMENTAL CIVIC BUILDINGS, GRAND
BOULEVARDS, AND THE CREATION OF PUBLIC PARKS AND PLAZAS. |T AIMED TO INSTILL CIVIC PRIDE AND ORDER IN RAPIDLY
GROWING INDUSTRIAL CITIES, LEAVING A LEGACY OF ICONIC URBAN DESIGN ELEMENTS IN MANY AMERICAN CITIES.

Q: How DID THE RISE OF THE AUTOMOBILE FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGE AMERICAN CITY
PLANNING?

A: THE AUTOMOBILE'S RISE LED TO A DRAMATIC SHIFT TOWARDS DECENTRALIZATION AND SUBURBANIZATION. CITY PLANNING
BEGAN TO PRIORITIZE ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE, PARKING, AND SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSING, RESULTING IN PATTERNS OF SPRAWL THAT
REDUCED DENSITY AND INCREASED RELIANCE ON CARS FOR TRANSPORTATION.

Q: WHAT WERE THE MAIN GOALS OF POST-W W || URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAMS IN THE
uS?

A: PosT-W W Il URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAMS AIMED TO ADDRESS URBAN DECAY AND MODERNIZE AMERICAN CITIES. THE GOALS
INCLUDED CLEARING BLIGHTED AREAS, REPLACING DILAPIDATED HOUSING WITH NEW DEVELOPMENTS, AND IMPROVING
INFRASTRUCTURE TO STIMULATE ECONOMIC GROWTH, THOUGH THESE PROGRAMS OFTEN LED TO DISPLACEMENT OF EXISTING
COMMUNITIES.

Q: WHAT I1s THE NEw URBANISM AND HOW DOES IT DIFFER FROM PREVIOUS PLANNING
APPROACHES?

A: THe NEw URBANISM IS A PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPROACH THAT ADVOCATES FOR TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD
DESIGN PRINCIPLES, EMPHASIZING WALKABILITY, MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT, AND A STRONG SENSE OF PLACE. IT CONTRASTS WITH
THE CAR-CENTRIC, SINGLE-USE ZONING PREVALENT IN SUBURBAN SPRAWL AND AIMS TO CREATE MORE COHESIVE AND
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES FACING CITY PLANNING IN THE US
TODAY?

A: CONTEMPORARY CITY PLANNING IN THE US FACES CHALLENGES SUCH AS ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE AND PROMOTING



SUSTAINABILITY, ENSURING HOUSING AFFORDABILITY AND SOCIAL EQUITY, MANAGING URBAN GROWTH, AND INTEGRATING NEW
TECHNOLOGIES WHILE MAINTAINING LIVABILITY AND COMMUNITY CHARACTER.
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