CITING THESIS CHICAGO STYLE

THE PROCESS OF CITING THESIS CHICAGO STYLE CAN SEEM DAUNTING, BUT MASTERING ITS NUANCES IS CRUCIAL FOR ACADEMIC
INTEGRITY AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DEMYSTIFY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
(CMOS) FOR THESIS CITATIONS, COVERING BOTH ITS NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. WE wiLL
EXPLORE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, DELVE INTO THE SPECIFICS OF CITING VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES LIKE BOOKS, JOURNAL
ARTICLES, AND ONLINE MATERIALS, AND ADDRESS COMMON CHALLENGES STUDENTS ENCOUNTER. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO
PROPERLY ATTRIBUTE YOUR SOURCES IS NOT JUST A REQUIREMENT;, IT'S A CORNERSTONE OF SCHOLARLY WORK, ALLOWING
YOUR READERS TO TRACE YOUR RESEARCH AND VERIFY YOUR CLAIMS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR THESES

THE CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY RESPECTED AND COMPREHENSIVE STYLE GUIDE, OF TEN PREFERRED IN THE
HUMANITIES AND SOME SOCIAL SCIENCES FOR ACADEMIC PAPERS, INCLUDING THESES AND DISSERTATIONS. |T OFFERS TWO
PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM AND THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. UNDERSTANDING THE CORE
PRINCIPLES OF EACH IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD ACCURATELY CITING YOUR THESIS.

THE CHOICE BETWEEN THESE TWO SYSTEMS TYPICALLY DEPENDS ON THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR INSTITUTION OR
DEPARTMENT. THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND A SEPARATE
BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE WORK. THIS SYSTEM IS FAVORED FOR ITS ABILITY TO INCORPORATE EXTENSIVE
EXPLANATORY MATERIAL WITHIN THE NOTES WITHOUT DISRUPTING THE FLOW OF THE MAIN TEXT. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM,
ON THE OTHER HAND, USES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN THE TEXT THAT INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE
PUBLICATION YEAR, FOLLOWED BY A REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT THAT PROVIDES FULL PUBLICATION DETAILS
FOR EACH SOURCE. THIS SYSTEM IS MORE COMMON IN THE NATURAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES.

THe NoTe-BiBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM: IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND FULL NOTES

THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS USE OF SUPERSCRIPTS IN THE TEXT TO INDICATE A CITATION,
CORRESPONDING TO EITHER A FOOTNOTE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE OR AN ENDNOTE AT THE END OF THE CHAPTER OR
DOCUMENT. THESE NOTES PROVIDE THE NECESSARY BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION.

FooTNoTES AND ENDNOTES

W/HEN YOU FIRST CITE A SOURCE, THE NOTE SHOULD BE COMPREHENSIVE, INCLUDING ALL RELEVANT PUBLICATION DETAILS.
SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE CAN BE SHORTENED, TYPICALLY INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A
SHORTENED TITLE, AND THE PAGE NUMBER. THE GOAL IS TO PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR THE READER TO LOCATE THE



ORIGINAL SOURCE WITHOUT OVERWHELMING THE TEXT.

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

AT THE END OF YOUR THESIS, YOU WILL INCLUDE A BIBLIOGRAPHY THAT LISTS ALL THE SOURCES YOU HAVE CONSULTED AND
CITED. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. ENTRIES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ARE FORMATTED
DIFFERENTLY FROM NOTES, TYPICALLY USING A HANGING INDENT AND PRESENTING INFORMATION IN A SPECIFIC ORDER THAT
FACILITATES EASY SCANNING.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM: PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS AND REFERENCE
LisTs

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, ALSO KNOWN AS THE PARENTHETICAL REFERENCE SYSTEM, OFFERS A MORE CONCISE APPROACH TO
IN-TEXT CITATION. |T REQUIRES READERS TO CONSULT THE REFERENCE LIST FOR FULL SOURCE DETAILS.

PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

IN THIS SYSTEM, A CITATION APPEARS IN PARENTHESES DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT, USUALLY AT THE END OF A SENTENCE OR
CLAUSE. THE STANDARD FORMAT IS (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR, PAGE NUMBER). FOR ExAMPLE, (SMITH 2020, 15). IF THE
AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE, ONLY THE YEAR AND PAGE NUMBER ARE NEEDED W/ITHIN THE
PARENTHESES.

THe ReFerence LIST

THE REFERENCE LIST AT THE END OF THE THESIS CONTAINS AN ALPHABETICAL LIST OF ALL SOURCES CITED IN THE TEXT. UNLIKE
THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IN THE NOTE SYSTEM, THE REFERENCE LIST TYPICALLY OMITS WORKS CONSULTED BUT NOT CITED. EAcH
ENTRY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S NAME, PUBLICATION YEAR, TITLE, AND PUBLICATION INFORMATION. THE FORMAT FOR ENTRIES IN
THE REFERENCE LIST CLOSELY MIRRORS THAT OF THE NOTES IN THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, BUT WITH A KEY DIFFERENCE IN
THE ORDER OF NAMES AND THE PLACEMENT OF THE PUBLICATION YEAR.

CiTing CoMMON THesIs SoURCES IN CHICAGO STYLE

ACCURATE CITATION REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF SOURCES. THE CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES DETAILED GUIDELINES FOR A VAST ARRAY OF MATERIALS.

Books AND Book CHAPTERS

CITING A WHOLE BOOK IN CHICAGO STYLE INVOLVES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF THE BOOK (ITALICIZED), AND
PUBLICATION INFORMATION. FOR A BOOK CHAPTER, YOU INCLUDE THE AUTHOR OF THE CHAPTER, THE CHAPTER TITLE, THE
EDITOR OF THE BOOK (IF APPLICABLE), THE BOOK TITLE, AND THE PAGE NUMBERS FOR THE CHAPTER, ALONG WITH PUBLICATION
DETAILS.



e Book: AuTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. 7/TLE OF Book. CITY ofF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER, YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

¢ Book CHAPTER: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE oF CHAPTER.” IN T/TLE OF Book, EDITED BY EDITOR FIRST
NAME LAST NAME, PAGE NUMBERS. CITY OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER, YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

JOURNAL ARTICLES AND PERIODICALS

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES REQUIRES THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE ARTICLE TITLE, THE JOURNAL TITLE (ITALICIZED), THE VOLUME
AND ISSUE NUMBER, AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, ALONG WITH PAGE NUMBERS. FOR ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLES, YOU'LL ALSO
INCLUDE A DOI or URL.

* JOURNAL ARTICLE: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. “TITLE OF ARTICLE.” TITLE OF JOURNAL \/ OLUME, NO. ISSUE
(Year): PacE NUMBERS. DOI or URL.

\WEBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES

\/HEN CITING ONLINE SOURCES, IT'S IMPORTANT TO INCLUDE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE TO HELP READERS LOCATE THE
CONTENT. THIS INCLUDES THE AUTHOR (IF KNO\X/N), THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR DOCUMENT, THE WEBSITE NAME, AND
THE DATE OF PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATE. CEUCIALLY, YOU SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE A URL AND THE DATE YOU ACCESSED
THE MATERIAL, AS ONLINE CONTENT CAN CHANGE.

o WessITE: AUTHOR LAST NAME, FIRST NAME (IF AVAILABLE). “TITLE OF PAGE/ ARTICLE.” \WEBSITE NAME. LAST
MobiFiep DATE (IF AVAILABLE). ACCESSED MONTH DAY, YEAR. URL.

OTHER SoURCE TYPES

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ALSO PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR CITING A WIDE RANGE OF OTHER MATERIALS, INCLUDING
DISSERTATIONS AND THESES, CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS, INTERVIEWS, GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS, AND MULTIMEDIA SOURCES. THE
KEY IS TO IDENTIFY THE CORE BIBLIOGRAPHIC ELEMENTS FOR EACH SOURCE TYPE AND FOLLOW THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING RULES,
PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO ELEMENTS LIKE EDITORS, TRANSLATORS, SERIES TITLES, AND ACCESS DATES.

CoMMoN PITFALLS AND BesT PrRACTICES FOR CHICAGO STYLE CITATIONS

STUDENTS OFTEN STUMBLE OVER COMMON CITATION ERRORS. BEING AWARE OF THESE CAN HELP YOU AVOID THEM. ONE
FREQUENT ISSUE IS INCONSISTENT FORMATTING BETWEEN NOTES AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, OR BETWEEN DIFFERENT SOURCE TYPES.
ANOTHER IS FAILING TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION, SUCH AS PAGE NUMBERS OR PUBLICATION DATES. PRECISION IS
PARAMOUNT.

To ENSURE ACCURACY, ALWAYS CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE. MANY UNIVERSITIES
ALSO PROVIDE ONLINE RESOURCES OR STYLE GUIDES SPECIFIC TO THEIR REQUIREMENTS, WHICH CAN BE INVALUABLE.
PROOFREADING YOUR CITATIONS METICULOUSLY IS ALSO ESSENTIAL. READ THEM ALOUD TO CATCH AWKWARD PHRASING OR



MISSING ELEMENTS. DOUBLE-CHECKING EVERY DETAIL BEFORE SUBMISSION CAN SAVE YOU FROM POTENTIAL DEDUCTIONS IN YOUR
GRADE.

FORMATTING YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST

THE FINAL PRESENTATION OF YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE CONTENT ITSELF. FOR THE NOTE-
BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS ALPHABETIZED BY THE AUTHOR’'S LAST NAME AND USES A HANGING INDENT. EACH
ENTRY SHOULD BE METICULOUSLY FORMATTED ACCORDING TO THE CMOS GUIDELINES FOR THAT SOURCE TYPE.

FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE REFERENCE LIST ALSO FOLLOWS ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND
USES A HANGING INDENT. THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE INCLUSION OF THE PUBLICATION YEAR IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE
AUTHOR'S NAME. CONSISTENCY IN FONT, SPACING, AND PUNCTUATION THROUGHOUT YOUR BIBLIOGRAPHY OR REFERENCE LIST IS
CRITICAL FOR A PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION.

MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY

THE OVERARCHING PRINCIPLE OF CITING THESIS CHICAGO STYLE IS TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY AND ACCURACY THROUGHOUT
YOUR WORK. W/HETHER YOU CHOOSE THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY OR AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, ADHERENCE TO THE ESTABLISHED
RULES ENSURES YOUR RESEARCH IS PRESENTED PROFESSIONALLY AND ETHICALLY. THOROUGHNESS IN YOUR CITATIONS NOT ONLY
CREDITS YOUR SOURCES BUT ALSO STRENGTHENS THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR OWN SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTION.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-
DATE SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN HOW IN-TEXT CITATIONS ARE PRESENTED. | HE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM USES
FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES, WHILE THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM USES PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS WITHIN THE TEXT. BoTH
SYSTEMS CONCLUDE WITH A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF SOURCES AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT, BUT THE FORMAT AND CONTENT
OF THESE LISTS DIFFER SLIGHTLY.

Q: WHEN SHOULD | USE THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM VERSUS THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM FOR MY THESIS?

A: THE CHOICE TYPICALLY DEPENDS ON YOUR ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE AND INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES. THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY
SYSTEM IS MORE COMMON IN THE HUMANITIES (LITERATURE, HISTORY, ART HISTORY), ALLOWING FOR EXTENSIVE EXPLANATORY
NOTES. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS MORE PREVALENT IN THE SOCIAL AND NATURAL SCIENCES, EMPHASIZING CONCISENESS AND
THE CHRONOLOGICAL ASPECT OF RESEARCH. ALWAYS CONFIRM WITH YOUR DEPARTMENT OR SUPERVISOR.

Q: How po | CITE A WEBSITE THAT HAS NO AUTHOR LISTED IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: IF A WEBSITE HAS NO AUTHOR, YOU BEGIN THE CITATION WITH THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR ARTICLE. IF THERE IS NO
SPECIFIC TITLE, YOU CAN USE A DESCRIPTIVE PHRASE FOR THE CONTENT, ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS IF IT'S A SECTION OF
A LARGER WORK, OR ITALICIZED IF IT'S A STANDALONE WORK. FOLLOW THIS WITH THE WEBSITE NAME, THE DATE OF
PUBLICATION OR LAST UPDATE (IF AVAILABLE), AND THE ACCESS DATE AND URL.



Q: WHAT IS THE CORRECT WAY TO CITE A QUOTATION FROM A BOOK IN A CHICAGO
STYLE FOOTNOTE?

A: FOR A FOOTNOTE CITATION OF A QUOTATION FROM A BOOK, YOU WOULD INCLUDE THE AUTHOR’S FULL NAME, THE TITLE OF
THE Book (ITALICIZED), THE CITY OF PUBLICATION, THE PUBLISHER, THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION, AND THE SPECIFIC PAGE NUMBER
WHERE THE QUOTE APPEARS. FOR SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE, YOU CAN USE A SHORTENED FORMAT:
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, SHORTENED TITLE, PAGE NUMBER.

QZ How SHOULD | FORMAT MY THESIS BIBLIOGRAPHY IF | CONSULTED SOURCES BUT DID
NOT CITE THEM DIRECTLY?

A: IN THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY TYPICALLY INCLUDES ALL SOURCES CONSULTED, EVEN THOSE NOT
DIRECTLY CITED. IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE REFERENCE LIST GENERALLY ONLY INCLUDES SOURCES THAT ARE EXPLICITLY
CITED IN THE TEXT. ALWAYS CLARIFY YOUR INSTITUTION'S SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS REGARDING THE INCLUSION OF CONSULTED
BUT UNCITED WORKS.

Q: WHAT I1s A DOI, AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR CITING ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLES
IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: A DOI (DicITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIER) IS A UNIQUE AND PERSISTENT ALPHANUMERIC STRING USED TO IDENTIFY ELECTRONIC
DOCUMENTS. IT'S CRUCIAL FOR CITING ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLES BECAUSE IT PROVIDES A STABLE AND RELIABLE LINK TO THE
ARTICLE, ENSURING THAT READERS CAN LOCATE IT EVEN IF THE ORIGINAL URL CHANGES. WHEN A DOI IS AVAILABLE, IT IS
GENERALLY PREFERRED OVER A URL.

Q: How Do | HANDLE MULTIPLE AUTHORS FOR A SOURCE IN A CHICAGO STYLE
CITATION?

A: FOR THE NOTE-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME IS LISTED AS FIRST NAME LAST NAME, AND SUBSEQUENT
AUTHORS ARE LISTED AS FIRST NAME LAST NAME. IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE FIRST AUTHOR IS LISTED AS LAST NAME, FIRST
NAME, AND SUBSEQUENT AUTHORS ARE LISTED AS FIRST NAME LAST NAME. FOR THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, THE FORMAT IS
SIMILAR FOR BOTH IN-TEXT AND REFERENCE LIST CITATIONS, TYPICALLY LISTING UP TO TEN AUTHORS. FOR MORE THAN TEN
AUTHORS, YOU LIST THE FIRST SEVEN FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Q: Is THERE A DIFFERENCE IN HOW | CITE A THESIS OR DISSERTATION IN CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: YES, THERE ARE SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR CITING THESES AND DISSERTATIONS. YOU WILL NEED TO INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S
NAME, THE TITLE OF THE WORK (ITALICIZED), THE TYPE OF DEGREE (E.G., PHD DISSERTATION, MASTER'S THESIS), THE
INSTITUTION, AND THE YEAR OF COMPLETION. |[F THE WORK IS AVAILABLE ONLINE, YOU WILL ALSO INCLUDE THE URL or
DATABASE WHERE IT WAS ACCESSED.
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