citing theatre productions chicago

The Art and Practice of Citing Theatre
Productions Chicago

Citing theatre productions Chicago offers a fascinating glimpse into the city's vibrant
and diverse performing arts landscape. From the iconic stages of the Goodman Theatre and
Steppenwolf to the intimate black box venues showcasing groundbreaking new works,
understanding how to properly acknowledge these productions is crucial for scholars,
critics, and enthusiasts alike. This article delves into the multifaceted aspects of citing
Chicago theatre, covering the essential elements, common challenges, and best practices
for various citation styles. We will explore the importance of accurate attribution, the
nuances of documenting ephemeral performances, and how proper citation honors the hard
work and creativity of the theatre community. Whether you are researching historical
performances or reviewing a current Broadway-bound show, mastering the art of citing
theatre productions Chicago will enhance your work and demonstrate your respect for the
art form.
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Understanding the Importance of Citing Theatre
Productions Chicago

Properly citing theatre productions in Chicago is not merely an academic exercise; it is a
fundamental aspect of acknowledging the collaborative and often ephemeral nature of live
performance. When you cite a Chicago theatre production, you are giving credit to the
playwright, director, actors, designers, and the numerous artists and technicians who
brought the work to life. This attribution is vital for building a robust record of the city's



theatrical history, allowing future researchers to understand the evolution of performance,
the impact of specific productions, and the contributions of individual artists and companies
to the cultural fabric of Chicago.

Beyond academic integrity, accurate citation fosters a deeper appreciation for the artistic
process. It allows audiences and critics to trace influences, understand directorial choices,
and analyze the impact of design elements. For students and scholars working with Chicago
theatre, robust citations provide a clear pathway for verification and further exploration of
the subject matter. Furthermore, acknowledging the specific venue and performance
details ensures that the citation refers to a distinct realization of the work, recognizing that
no two performances are ever exactly alike.

Key Elements for Citing Chicago Theatre

When you embark on citing theatre productions Chicago, several core pieces of information
are indispensable. These elements form the bedrock of any accurate citation, ensuring that
your references are precise and verifiable. Neglecting any of these can lead to ambiguity or
misattribution, diminishing the scholarly value of your work.

Playwright and Title

The most fundamental components of any theatre citation are the playwright's name and
the full title of the play. It is crucial to use the complete and correct title, including any
subtitles. For example, "Death of a Salesman" by Arthur Miller requires precise spelling and
punctuation. If the production is a new work or an adaptation, it is important to note the
original author or source material as well.

Director

The director plays a pivotal role in shaping a theatrical production. Their vision guides the
actors, designers, and overall interpretation of the text. Therefore, including the director's
name is essential. For instance, mentioning "directed by Tony Kushner" for a specific
staging of his play adds a critical layer of information about the creative choices made.

Theatre Company and Venue

Identifying the theatre company that produced the play and the venue where it was
performed is paramount. Chicago boasts a rich ecosystem of theatre companies, each with
its own artistic identity. Specifying "Steppenwolf Theatre Company" or "Goodman Theatre"
provides context about the institution responsible for the staging. Similarly, listing the
venue, such as the "Owen Theatre" or the "Albert Theatre," helps pinpoint the exact
location of the performance.



Performance Dates and Location

Live theatre is time-bound. Therefore, including the specific performance dates or the
performance run is critical. This could be a specific date ("performed on October 15, 2023")
or a range of dates ("running from September 10 to October 22, 2023"). The city and state
of the performance ("Chicago, IL") should also be included for clarity, especially when citing
productions from various locations.

Key Cast and Crew

Depending on the citation style and the purpose of your research, you may also need to
include the names of principal actors (lead roles) and significant members of the creative
team, such as the set designer, costume designer, or lighting designer. This level of detail
is particularly important when analyzing specific artistic contributions or when the
performance itself is the subject of study.

Common Challenges in Citing Theatre
Productions

Citing theatre productions Chicago, while rewarding, is not without its complexities. The
live, often intangible nature of performance can present unique challenges that require
careful consideration and often creative solutions. Understanding these common hurdles
can help researchers navigate the process more effectively.

Ephemeral Nature of Performance

Unlike a published book or a film, a theatre production exists for a limited time. Once the
curtain falls, that specific realization of the play is gone. This ephemerality makes it difficult
to revisit or verify details without thorough documentation. Citing a performance from years
ago requires relying on reviews, archival materials, or personal recollections, which can
vary in accuracy and completeness.

Variations in Productions

Even when citing the same play by the same playwright and director, different productions
can vary significantly. A revival might offer a new interpretation, or a touring production
might differ from its original staging. When citing a Chicago theatre production, it is crucial
to distinguish it from other versions of the same play to avoid confusion and ensure the
accuracy of your analysis.



Availability of Information

For older or less widely reviewed productions, finding comprehensive information can be a
significant challenge. Playbills, reviews, and theatre archives may be incomplete or difficult
to access. This scarcity of primary source material necessitates diligent research and often
involves piecing together information from multiple, sometimes conflicting, sources.

Defining "Publication”

In academic contexts, citing often involves referring to a published work. Theatre, by its
nature, is often not published in a readily accessible format for citation purposes until after
its performance run, if at all. When citing a production, you are not citing a fixed text but a
specific, time-bound event. This distinction is crucial for scholars adhering to rigorous
citation standards.

Citation Styles and Theatre Productions

The way you cite theatre productions Chicago will largely depend on the established
citation style guide you are following. Different disciplines and publications have specific
requirements, and understanding these variations is key to adhering to academic
conventions.

MLA Style

The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is widely used in the humanities, particularly
in literature and theatre studies. MLA typically emphasizes author, title, director, theatre
company, venue, and dates. A typical MLA citation for a Chicago theatre production might
look like this:

e Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman. Directed by Robert Falls, Goodman Theatre, 10
Oct. 20109.

This format prioritizes the playwright, the work itself, the directorial interpretation, and the
specifics of the performance.

Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. For
theatre productions, the notes-bibliography system is often more detailed and suitable. It
allows for extensive information within footnotes or endnotes. A typical note might include:

1. Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman, directed by Robert Falls, Goodman Theatre,
Chicago, October 10, 2019.



The bibliography entry would then be a condensed version of this information.

Other Styles

Other styles, such as APA (American Psychological Association) or various journalistic
styles, might have different priorities. APA, for example, is more common in social sciences
and might focus less on directorial credits unless they are central to the research. It's
always best to consult the specific style guide required by your institution or publication.

Best Practices for Citing Chicago Theatre

To ensure your citations are both accurate and impactful, adhering to certain best practices
is highly recommended. These guidelines will help you produce scholarly and respectful
references to Chicago's dynamic theatre scene.

Be Specific and Verifiable

Always aim for the highest level of specificity possible. Include full names, exact titles, and
precise dates. If you are citing an archival performance, mention the archive and any
accession numbers if available. The goal is to allow someone else to find the exact
production you are referencing.

Consult Playbills and Program Notes

Playbills and program notes are invaluable resources for accurate citation. They typically
list the playwright, director, cast, designers, and production dates. Treat these as primary
source documents whenever possible.

Utilize Theatre Archives

Many major Chicago theatre companies maintain archives of their past productions. These
archives can provide critical details for citing older or less documented shows. Libraries
with strong theatre collections, such as those at the University of Chicago or Northwestern
University, may also house relevant materials.

Attribute Correctly

Ensure you are correctly attributing roles. Distinguish between the playwright, director, and
actors. For new works or adaptations, clarify the relationship to original source material.
Proper attribution demonstrates an understanding of the collaborative nature of theatre.



Note Performance Context

If the context of the performance is crucial to your argument - for instance, a specific
experimental staging or a site-specific production - make sure to include details about that
context in your citation or surrounding text. This could include the performance space, the
audience interaction, or any unusual production elements.

The Impact of Digital Archiving on Citing Theatre

The digital age has profoundly transformed how we access and preserve information, and
citing theatre productions Chicago is no exception. The rise of digital archiving has opened
new avenues for research and documentation, making it easier to find and cite past
performances, while also introducing new considerations.

Online Databases and Archives

Many theatre companies and universities are digitizing their archives. This means that
reviews, playbills, production photos, and even video or audio recordings of past
performances are becoming increasingly accessible online. These digital resources provide
unprecedented opportunities for researchers to find detailed information about Chicago
theatre productions, facilitating more accurate and comprehensive citations.

Challenges of Digital Citations

However, digital archiving also brings its own set of challenges. Websites can change, links
can break, and digital formats can become obsolete. When citing digital archival material, it
is important to include stable identifiers, such as DOIls (Digital Object Identifiers) or
permalinks, whenever possible, to ensure that your citation remains valid over time.
Including the date you accessed the material is also crucial.

The Evolving Nature of Citations

As digital archiving becomes more sophisticated, the very nature of what constitutes a
citable theatrical "work" may evolve. We are moving beyond just citing the script or a
published review to citing digital recordings, interactive performance elements, or even
audience-generated content related to a production. This requires a flexible and adaptable
approach to citation practices.

Preservation and Accessibility

Digital archiving efforts in Chicago theatre are crucial for the long-term preservation of its
rich artistic heritage. By making this information more accessible, it empowers current and
future generations to study, appreciate, and cite the incredible work produced in the city.



This digital legacy ensures that the stories told on Chicago stages continue to resonate and
inform.

Q: What are the most essential elements to include
when citing a theatre production in Chicago?

A: The most essential elements include the playwright's name, the full title of the play, the
director's name, the name of the theatre company, the venue where it was performed, and
the specific dates of the performance run.

Q: How do | cite a theatre production if | only attended
a single performance?

A: If you attended a single performance, you should cite the specific date of that
performance. For example, "performed on October 25, 2023." This level of specificity is
crucial for documenting live theatre.

Q: What is the difference between citing the script of a
play and citing a specific theatre production in Chicago?

A: Citing the script refers to the published text of the play, which is a stable literary work.
Citing a theatre production, however, refers to a specific, ephemeral realization of that
script on stage, including directorial choices, casting, and design elements unique to that
production.

Q: Where can | find reliable information to cite a
historical theatre production in Chicago?

A: Reliable sources for historical productions include playbills, original reviews from
newspapers and journals of the time, theatre company archives, university special
collections, and reputable theatre history books focused on Chicago.

Q: Is it necessary to cite the actors in a Chicago theatre
production?

A: Citing actors is generally necessary for key roles or if the actors' performances are
central to your analysis. The level of detail regarding cast members often depends on the
citation style guide you are following and the focus of your research.

Q: How should I cite a new play that premiered in



Chicago?

A: For a new play premiered in Chicago, ensure you credit the playwright prominently. If it's
a premiere, noting that is important. You will also include the director, theatre company,
venue, and performance dates, similar to citing any other production.

Q: What challenges might | encounter when citing
experimental or avant-garde theatre productions in
Chicago?

A: Experimental productions can present challenges due to their often unconventional
structures, lack of traditional scripts, or reliance on audience participation. You might need
to describe the performance event itself, its format, and any unique participatory elements,
which can require more descriptive citation methods.

Q: How does the digital age affect citing theatre
productions Chicago?

A: The digital age has made more archival materials accessible online, aiding research.
However, it also introduces challenges related to website stability and the need for stable
identifiers like DOIs or permalinks when citing digital resources. The concept of a citable
"work" is also expanding.
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