citing sources chicago style literature

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides
comprehensive instructions for writing and citation, particularly in the humanities and
social sciences. Understanding how to properly cite sources in Chicago style is crucial for
academic integrity, avoiding plagiarism, and allowing readers to locate your original
sources. This article will delve deeply into the intricacies of citing sources in Chicago style
for literature, covering both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will
explore the fundamental principles, explore common source types, and provide practical
guidance on formatting footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies. Mastering the nuances of
Chicago style citation for literature ensures your work adheres to scholarly standards and
enhances its credibility.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. While both are authoritative, they serve
slightly different purposes and are favored in different academic disciplines. The notes-
bibliography system is more prevalent in the humanities, such as literature, history, and
the arts, where extensive explanatory notes and a detailed bibliography are often
beneficial. Conversely, the author-date system is more commonly used in the social
sciences, like sociology and political science, where in-text parenthetical citations provide
a concise way to refer to sources.

For literature studies, the notes-bibliography system is generally the preferred choice.
This system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, while less
common for literary analysis, is still a valid option and involves parenthetical in-text
citations followed by a reference list. Understanding the core differences between these
two systems is the first step toward effective Chicago style literature citation.



The Notes-Bibliography System for Literature

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscript numbers within
the text that correspond to either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes at the
conclusion of the chapter or document. This system allows for detailed citation information
without disrupting the flow of the main text. It also provides a space for supplementary
commentary or digressions that might not fit within the primary narrative.

When citing literature, this system is particularly useful because it allows for nuanced
discussions of textual evidence, multiple interpretations, and scholarly debates. The
accompanying bibliography then provides a complete alphabetical list of all the sources
consulted, enabling readers to easily find and verify the original materials. This dual
approach ensures both immediate reference and broader contextualization.

Creating Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style

Footnotes and endnotes are the backbone of the notes-bibliography system. The first time
a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of
the same source use a shortened form, typically the author’s last name, a shortened title,
and the page number. This conciseness helps to avoid redundancy while still offering
enough information for identification.

The specific format of a footnote or endnote depends on the type of source being cited.
For books, it generally includes the author’s name, the title of the book (italicized),
publication information, and the specific page number(s) referenced. For articles or
chapters, it will include the author, article/chapter title (in quotation marks), the title of
the larger work (italicized), publication details, and page numbers. Consistency is
paramount when creating these notes.

Crafting a Bibliography for Literature Citations

The bibliography, a crucial component of the notes-bibliography system, is an alphabetical
list of all the sources that were cited in the text. It appears at the end of the document and
serves as a comprehensive guide for readers who wish to explore the material further.
Unlike the notes, which often include page numbers for specific references, the
bibliography lists the full publication details for each source.

The formatting of entries in a Chicago style bibliography is standardized but varies
depending on the source type. For books, an entry typically includes the author's full name
(last name first), the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, and the year of publication. For journal articles, it includes the author, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the page range of the article. Precision in formatting
here is as vital as in the notes themselves.



The Author-Date System for Literature

While the notes-bibliography system is more common for literature, the author-date
system offers an alternative that is valued for its brevity in in-text citations. This system
relies on parenthetical citations directly within the text, which include the author's last
name and the year of publication, often followed by a page number. These in-text citations
then correspond to a detailed reference list at the end of the document.

The primary advantage of the author-date system is its efficiency. It allows readers to
quickly identify the source and year of publication without needing to consult a footnote or
endnote. This can be particularly helpful in disciplines where the focus is on the evolution
of ideas or empirical data, though it can also be effectively applied to literary analysis
when discussions revolve around specific editions or publication histories.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

In the author-date system, in-text citations are enclosed in parentheses and typically
include the author’s last name, the year of publication, and the page number. For example,
a citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 125). If the author’s name is mentioned in the
sentence, only the year and page number are needed in the parentheses, such as Smith
(2020, 125) argues that the protagonist’s motivations are complex.

When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, CMOS suggests adding
lowercase letters to the year (e.g., Smith 2020a, Smith 2020b). For works without a clear
author, an abbreviated title is used instead. Punctuation is critical; the parenthetical
citation typically comes before the final punctuation mark of the sentence.

The Reference List in the Author-Date System

The reference list in the author-date system serves a similar purpose to the bibliography in
the notes-bibliography system: it provides complete bibliographic information for all
sources cited in the text. However, the format of the entries differs slightly to
accommodate the author-date structure. The list is alphabetized by the author’s last name.

Each entry in the reference list begins with the author’s last name, followed by their first
name. The year of publication is placed immediately after the author’s name. The title of
the work is then provided, followed by publication details. For books, this would include
the publisher and place of publication. For journal articles, it would include the journal
title, volume, issue, and page range. The key difference from the bibliography is the
prominent placement of the publication year.



Common Source Types in Chicago Style Literature
Citation

When citing sources for literature, you will encounter a variety of materials, each
requiring specific formatting guidelines within the Chicago style framework. Mastering
these common types is essential for producing accurate and professional citations.
Whether you are referencing a foundational text, a critical essay, or an online scholarly
resource, attention to detail in formatting is key.

Understanding the nuances of citing different formats ensures that your readers can
locate the exact material you have referenced. This includes everything from traditional
printed books and academic journals to digital resources like websites and e-books. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for each category, aiming for
clarity and consistency.

Citing Books in Chicago Style

Books are fundamental to literary studies, and citing them correctly in Chicago style is a
core skill. Whether you are citing a primary literary work or a secondary critical analysis,
the format for both notes-bibliography and author-date systems requires specific
components.

For the notes-bibliography system, a book note for a first citation typically includes the
author's full name, the book's title (italicized), publication information (place, publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s). For example: 1. Harold Bloom, The Anxiety of
Influence: A Theory of Poetry (New York: Oxford University Press, 1973), 75.

In the bibliography, the format is similar but the author’s last name comes first, and the
publication year is at the end: Bloom, Harold. The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1973.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Bloom 1973, 75). The
corresponding reference list entry would begin with the author’s name and the year:
Bloom, Harold. 1973. The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Journal articles are crucial for engaging with current scholarship and critical perspectives
on literature. Proper citation of these sources is vital for acknowledging the work of other
scholars and allowing readers to access these often-specialized discussions.

In the notes-bibliography system, a note for a journal article would include the author’s



name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and issue
numbers, publication year, and page range for the article, followed by the specific page(s)
cited. For instance: 2. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar, "The Queen's Looking Glass:

Female Mirrors and the Interiority of the 'Feminine'," Representations 1, no. 1 (Spring
1983): 90, accessed October 26, 2023, doi:10.1525/rep.1983.1.1.90a.

The bibliography entry would be: Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar. "The Queen's

Looking Glass: Female Mirrors and the Interiority of the 'Feminine'." Representations 1,
no. 1 (Spring 1983): 85-103. d0i:10.1525/rep.1983.1.1.90a.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation might be (Gilbert and Gubar 1983, 90). The
reference list entry would look like: Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar. 1983. "The

Queen's Looking Glass: Female Mirrors and the Interiority of the 'Feminine'.
Representations 1 (1): 85-103. do0i:10.1525/rep.1983.1.1.90a.

Citing Websites and Online Sources in Chicago Style

The digital landscape has transformed how we access and engage with literature and its
criticism. Citing websites and online sources in Chicago style requires careful attention to
details that may differ from print sources, especially regarding access dates and URLs or
DOls.

When citing a website in a note, include the author (if available), the title of the specific
page or article (in quotation marks), the website name (italicized), the publication date or
last updated date, and the URL. Include an access date if the content is likely to change.
For example: 3. "About the Author," Jane Austen Society of North America, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.jasna.org/about-jasna/.

In the bibliography, the format is similar, but the access date is often omitted unless
crucial: Jane Austen Society of North America. "About the Author." Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.jasna.org/about-jasna/.

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Jane Austen Society of North
America, n.d.). The reference list entry would be: Jane Austen Society of North America.
n.d. "About the Author." Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.jasna.org/about-jasna/.

Best Practices for Citing Sources Chicago Style
Literature

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for citing sources in literature is a meticulous
process that demands precision and consistency. Beyond understanding the basic
mechanics of the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, several best practices can
elevate the quality and credibility of your work. These practices are designed to ensure
clarity, facilitate reader access, and uphold academic integrity.



One of the most critical practices is to be thorough and accurate with every detail. Double-
check author names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, and URLs. Even minor errors
can hinder a reader's ability to locate your sources. Consistency in your chosen citation
system (notes-bibliography or author-date) throughout the entire document is also
paramount. Never mix elements from both systems within the same paper.

It is also highly recommended to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style
for any specific or unusual source types you encounter. The manual is regularly updated to
address new forms of media and digital resources. Furthermore, utilize citation
management software if your project involves a large number of sources, as these tools
can help maintain accuracy and consistency, though manual review is always necessary.

When in doubt about how to cite a particular source, err on the side of providing more
information rather than less. This ensures that your readers have every opportunity to
verify your research. Finally, always proofread your citations carefully, both in-text and in
your bibliography or reference list, as a final step before submission.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for literature?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text and the
accompanying list. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a detailed bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations (Author Year, Page) within the text and a reference list at the end.
The notes-bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities, including
literature.

Q: When citing a book in Chicago style using the notes-
bibliography system, what information is essential in
the first footnote or endnote?

A: The first footnote or endnote for a book citation requires the author’s full name, the
book’s title (italicized), publication information (place of publication, publisher, and year),
and the specific page number(s) being referenced. Subsequent notes use a shortened
format.

Q: How should I cite a journal article that has a Digital
Object Identifier (DOI) in Chicago style?

A: When citing a journal article with a DOI, include the DOI at the end of the citation in



your note or bibliography entry. For the notes-bibliography system, it would appear after
the page range. For example, in a bibliography entry: Smith, John. "Article Title." Journal
Name Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page-Range. doi:10.XxxXX/XXXXXX.

Q: What is the correct way to format a website citation
in a Chicago style bibliography?

A: For a website bibliography entry, include the author (if known), the title of the specific
page or article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or
last updated date, and the URL. If the content is likely to change, include an access date.
For example: Doe, Jane. "Chapter Summary." Literary Analysis Hub. Last modified
September 15, 2023. https://www.literaryanalysishub.com/chapter-summary.

Q: Can I mix elements from the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in a single paper when citing
sources in Chicago style literature?

A: No, you absolutely cannot mix elements from the two systems. You must choose one
system and use it consistently throughout your entire document. Mixing systems will lead
to confusion and will likely be considered a formatting error.

Q: How do I cite a work by two authors in Chicago style?

A: For two authors in the notes-bibliography system, list both authors’ names in the note
and bibliography, separated by "and." For example, a note might be: 4. Sandra M. Gilbert
and Susan Gubar, The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-
Century Literary Imagination (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1979), 45. In the
bibliography: Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar. The Madwoman in the Attic: The
Woman Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1979.

Q: What is the purpose of the "accessed" date in online
source citations in Chicago style?

A: The "accessed" date is crucial for online sources because web content can be updated
or removed without notice. Including the access date indicates when you viewed the
material, providing a point of reference if the source changes or becomes unavailable
later. It is most important for sources that lack a clear publication date or are known to be
dynamic.
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