
citing sources chicago style dissertation
The Art of Citing Sources: Chicago Style for Your Dissertation

citing sources chicago style dissertation is a critical skill for any graduate student embarking on
the journey of scholarly research. Mastering this citation method ensures academic integrity, allows
readers to trace your intellectual footsteps, and lends credibility to your groundbreaking work. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for
dissertations, covering everything from understanding the two primary systems – Notes-Bibliography
and Author-Date – to crafting impeccably formatted in-text citations and bibliographies. We will delve
into the nuances of citing various source types, from books and journal articles to less common
materials, ensuring your dissertation is both a scholarly achievement and a model of proper academic
referencing.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, and understanding their fundamental
differences is the first step to correctly citing sources in your dissertation. The choice between the
Notes-Bibliography (NB) and Author-Date (AD) system often depends on your academic discipline or
the specific requirements of your institution and advisor. Both systems aim to provide clear and
consistent attribution for all borrowed material, but they achieve this through different mechanisms.

The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the
arts. It relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. This system allows for more extensive explanatory notes and
tangents within the body of the text, as detailed bibliographic information is deferred to the notes and
bibliography. For dissertations, the NB system provides a robust framework for acknowledging
sources while allowing for detailed scholarly commentary.

Conversely, the Author-Date system is more commonly found in the social sciences and natural
sciences, such as sociology, political science, and biology. In this system, brief in-text citations include
the author's last name and the publication year, often with a page number if applicable. A full
reference list, alphabetized by author's last name, appears at the end of the document. This method
prioritizes brevity in the main text, allowing the reader to quickly identify the source and then consult
the reference list for complete bibliographic details. Both systems are rigorous and require meticulous



attention to detail for successful implementation in a dissertation.

Key Components of Chicago Style Citation

Regardless of which system you employ, Chicago style citations are built upon a foundation of
essential bibliographic information. Accurate and complete data is paramount for enabling your
readers to locate the sources you've consulted. This core information typically includes the author's
name(s), the title of the work, publication details such as the publisher and place of publication, and
specific locational information like page numbers or volume and issue numbers.

The format for presenting these components will vary between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-
Date systems. However, the underlying principle remains consistent: to provide enough information
for identification and retrieval. For example, the author's name might appear as "Last Name, First
Name" in a bibliography but as "First Name Last Name" in a note, depending on the context. Similarly,
titles of books are italicized, while titles of articles or chapters within larger works are placed in
quotation marks. Familiarizing yourself with these conventions for each element is crucial for correct
Chicago style dissertation citations.

Author Information
The author's name is a cornerstone of any citation. In the Notes-Bibliography system, authors are
typically listed in full, often with the last name preceding the first name in bibliographies and the
reverse in notes. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation only uses the author's last name. If a
work has multiple authors, Chicago style has specific rules for how to list them, usually involving the
use of "and" or an ampersand before the final author's name in bibliographies. Be sure to consult the
manual for the precise number of authors that warrant a "et al." treatment.

Title and Publication Details
The title of a work is a key identifier. Books are consistently italicized in Chicago style, while articles,
essays, and chapters are enclosed in quotation marks. Publication details are equally vital. This
includes the publisher's name, the city of publication, and the year of publication. For periodicals, you
will need the journal's title, volume and issue numbers, and the date of publication. Precision here is
non-negotiable for academic credibility and ease of source retrieval.

Locational Information
Page numbers are indispensable for pinpointing specific information within a source. In the Notes-
Bibliography system, page numbers are crucial for both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. For
the Author-Date system, page numbers are often included in the in-text citation when quoting directly
or paraphrasing specific ideas. Ensuring you accurately record and cite page numbers demonstrates
careful scholarship and respects the intellectual property of the original authors.



In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

The method of in-text citation is a primary differentiator between the two Chicago style systems.
Understanding these mechanisms is fundamental to avoiding plagiarism and guiding your reader
effectively through your research. Whether you are quoting directly, paraphrasing an idea, or
summarizing an argument, proper in-text attribution is essential.

Notes-Bibliography In-Text Citations
In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers that
correspond to footnotes or endnotes. A superscript number is placed directly after the quotation or
paraphrased material, usually at the end of the sentence or clause. This number signals to the reader
that a source is being cited and directs them to the corresponding note at the bottom of the page
(footnote) or at the end of the chapter or dissertation (endnote). The first note for a given source
typically includes full bibliographic information, while subsequent notes for the same source can be
shortened. This allows for a cleaner reading experience in the main text while still providing complete
source identification.

Author-Date In-Text Citations
The Author-Date system offers a more concise in-text citation. It typically includes the author's last
name, the year of publication, and, if applicable, the page number(s) from which the information was
drawn. This citation is enclosed in parentheses and placed within the text, usually at the end of the
sentence or clause containing the borrowed material. For example, (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's
name is mentioned in the sentence itself, only the year and page number are needed in parentheses,
as in Smith (2020, 45) argued that... . This system makes it easy for readers to immediately identify
the source and its publication date, encouraging them to consult the reference list for full details.

Creating the Bibliography or Reference List

The bibliography or reference list is the comprehensive compilation of all sources consulted and cited
in your dissertation. This section serves as a vital resource for your readers, allowing them to explore
your research further and verify your findings. The format and content of this list will depend on
whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system.

Bibliography in Notes-Bibliography System
In the Notes-Bibliography system, the bibliography is an alphabetized list of all the sources that have
been cited in the notes. Each entry in the bibliography provides full bibliographic details for the
source. The format for each entry follows specific Chicago style guidelines, with variations depending
on the type of source (book, article, website, etc.). The bibliography is typically placed at the end of
the dissertation. While it lists only cited sources, it's common practice for dissertations to also include
a "Works Cited" list for sources mentioned in the text but not directly cited in the notes, although the



primary bibliography will contain all noted sources.

Reference List in Author-Date System
For the Author-Date system, the corresponding list is called a Reference List. This list is also
alphabetized by the author's last name and includes full bibliographic information for every source
cited in the text. The formatting of each entry is crucial and adheres to Chicago style conventions for
different source types. The Reference List is usually found at the end of the dissertation, immediately
preceding any appendices. The inclusion of the publication year prominently within each entry is a
distinguishing feature of this system.

Citing Common Source Types

Your dissertation will inevitably draw upon a variety of sources. Accurately citing these common
materials is foundational to maintaining academic rigor and adhering to Chicago style guidelines.

Books
Citing books is a frequent task. For a book in the Notes-Bibliography system, a footnote/endnote
might appear as: First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page
number. The bibliography entry would be: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher, Year. In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Last Name Year, page
number), and the reference list entry: Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City of Publication:
Publisher.

Journal Articles
Journal articles require specific details. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might look like: First
Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number. The
bibliography entry would be: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): page number. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is (Last Name Year, page
number), and the reference list entry: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume (Issue): page number.

Chapters in Edited Books
When citing a chapter within a larger edited work, you need to credit both the chapter author and the
editor. In the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might be: First Name Last Name, "Title of Chapter," in
Title of Book, ed. Editor's First Name Last Name (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.
The bibliography entry would be: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by
Editor's First Name Last Name, page range. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. The Author-Date
system follows similar principles for its in-text and reference list entries, ensuring both the chapter
author and the edited book are accounted for.



Citing Less Common Source Types

Dissertations often engage with a broader range of materials beyond traditional books and journals.
Properly citing these less common sources is crucial for demonstrating thorough research and
adhering to academic standards.

Websites and Online Resources
Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, as web pages can change or disappear. Key
elements include the author (if identifiable), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the
website, the date of publication or last update, and the URL. For the Notes-Bibliography system, a
note might include: Author Last Name, First Name (or Website Name), "Title of Page," Title of Website,
publication date, URL (accessed Date). The bibliography entry would follow a similar pattern. In the
Author-Date system, the in-text citation would include the author (or website name) and year, and the
reference list entry would contain all relevant details, including the URL and access date.

Dissertations and Theses
When citing other dissertations or theses, you must clearly indicate that they are unpublished works.
In the Notes-Bibliography system, a note might be: First Name Last Name, "Title of Dissertation"
(Ph.D. diss., University Name, Year), page number. The bibliography entry would be: Last Name, First
Name. "Title of Dissertation." Ph.D. diss., University Name, Year. The Author-Date system will use
similar information in its in-text and reference list entries, emphasizing the nature of the document as
an unpublished dissertation.

Conference Proceedings and Presentations
Citing materials from conferences, such as published proceedings or individual presentations, requires
specific information about the event and the paper. For a published proceeding, you would cite it as a
book. For an individual paper within the proceedings, you would need the author's name, paper title,
title of the proceedings, editor (if any), publication details, and page numbers. If you are referencing a
presentation that was not published, you would need the presenter's name, title of the presentation,
name of the conference, location, and date.

Formatting and Style Considerations

Beyond the core citation elements, adherence to Chicago style's formatting and overall stylistic
conventions is vital for a polished and professional dissertation. Consistency and attention to detail in
these areas contribute significantly to the perceived quality of your scholarship.



Margins, Font, and Spacing
Your dissertation must adhere to specific formatting guidelines regarding margins, font type, and
spacing. Typically, Chicago style recommends 1-inch margins on all sides. A standard, readable font
such as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-point size, is preferred. Double-spacing is generally
required for the main text of the dissertation, including the body, footnotes (if used), and the
bibliography/reference list. However, block quotations are usually single-spaced and indented.

Punctuation and Capitalization
Correct punctuation and capitalization are essential for clarity and adherence to Chicago style. Pay
close attention to the specific rules for punctuating titles, series, and bibliographic elements. For
instance, the capitalization of titles in bibliographies and notes often follows title case, while the
capitalization of elements within a citation might vary depending on the type of source. Misplaced
commas or incorrect capitalization can detract from the professionalism of your dissertation.

Consistency Across the Document
The most critical aspect of formatting and style is maintaining absolute consistency throughout your
entire dissertation. This means that once you establish a particular way of citing a source type or
formatting a specific element, you must apply it uniformly. Inconsistencies can be distracting to
readers and suggest a lack of meticulousness in your research. A careful review of the Chicago
Manual of Style and consistent application of its guidelines will ensure your dissertation meets the
highest academic standards.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Even experienced scholars can fall into common citation traps. Being aware of these potential errors
can help you avoid them and ensure the integrity of your Chicago style dissertation citations.

Inconsistent Formatting: Failing to apply Chicago style rules consistently across all citations,
whether in notes, the bibliography, or the reference list.

Missing Essential Information: Omitting crucial details like publication dates, page numbers,
or publisher information, which hinders source retrieval.

Incorrect Source Type Formatting: Using the wrong format for different types of sources,
such as italicizing article titles or not italicizing book titles.

Plagiarism: Not citing sources at all or failing to properly attribute paraphrased or summarized
ideas, leading to serious academic misconduct.

Confusing Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date Systems: Mixing elements from both
systems or incorrectly applying the rules of the chosen system.



Not Consulting the Manual: Relying on online summaries or memory instead of referring to
the official Chicago Manual of Style for complex or unusual citation needs.

Inaccurate Page Numbers: Providing incorrect page numbers for direct quotes or specific
references, misleading your readers.

Over-reliance on "et al.": Using "et al." for author lists when Chicago style dictates listing all
authors for a specific number of co-authors.

Navigating the complexities of citing sources in Chicago style for your dissertation can seem
daunting, but with a systematic approach and a commitment to accuracy, it becomes a manageable
and essential part of your scholarly endeavor. Understanding the nuances of the Notes-Bibliography
and Author-Date systems, meticulously crafting your in-text citations and bibliographies, and
diligently applying formatting guidelines will result in a dissertation that is not only well-researched
but also impeccably presented, earning it the respect it deserves within your academic community.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
dissertations?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations
containing the author's last name and publication year. Both systems culminate in a comprehensive
list of sources at the end of the work, but the bibliography in the NB system and the reference list in
the AD system have slightly different structural conventions for entries.

Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in Chicago style
for my dissertation?
A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note will list all authors if there are two or three. For
subsequent notes, you can use the first author's last name followed by "et al." For the bibliography,
list all authors if there are up to three; for more than three, list the first author followed by "et al." The
Author-Date system follows similar principles for its reference list. Always consult the latest edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style for precise numbers and formatting.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing a journal article
in Chicago style for a dissertation?
A: Essential elements include the author's name(s), the article title (in quotation marks), the journal
title (italicized), the journal's volume and issue number, the publication date, and the page numbers
where the article appears. For online articles, the DOI or URL and access date are also crucial.



Q: Should I italicize the title of a book or journal in my
Chicago style dissertation citations?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, the titles of books, journals, magazines, newspapers, and other stand-alone
major works are italicized. The titles of articles, chapters, essays, and other shorter works that are
part of a larger whole are enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: How do I handle citing a source multiple times within my
dissertation using Chicago style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first citation for a source in a note should be complete.
Subsequent citations to the same source can be shortened, often including the author's last name, a
shortened title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the specific
page number. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation remains consistent (Author Year, Page
Number), and the reference list entry is also consistent.

Q: What is the correct way to format page numbers for
citations in Chicago style, especially for dissertations?
A: For direct quotations, always include the specific page number(s) where the quote appears. For
paraphrased material or general ideas, page numbers are often recommended but may not be strictly
required unless the specific passage is crucial. In the Notes-Bibliography system, page numbers are
listed after the year or publication information in notes and bibliographies. In the Author-Date system,
page numbers are typically included in parentheses within the in-text citation.

Q: Can I use online citation generators for my Chicago style
dissertation?
A: While online citation generators can be a helpful starting point, they should not be relied upon
exclusively for a dissertation. They can sometimes produce errors or fail to capture the nuances of
Chicago style. It is always best to cross-reference the generator's output with the official Chicago
Manual of Style and carefully review each citation for accuracy and completeness.

Q: What is the significance of the "accessed date" when citing
online sources in Chicago style for a dissertation?
A: The "accessed date" is important for citing online sources because web content can change or
disappear over time. Including the date you accessed the source helps readers locate the material as
it existed at the time of your research, providing a stable reference point and acknowledging the
dynamic nature of digital information.
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