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Mastering Citing Political Science Chicago Style: A
Comprehensive Guide

Citing political science Chicago style is an essential skill for any student, researcher, or academic working
within the discipline. Understanding and applying the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for
political science papers ensures academic integrity, allows readers to trace your sources, and enhances the
credibility of your work. This guide will demystify the process, covering everything from general
principles to specific citation formats for various sources commonly encountered in political science
research. We will explore both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, detailing how to cite books,
journal articles, websites, and other crucial materials. Mastering these conventions is not just about
following rules; it's about contributing to scholarly discourse with precision and clarity.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide that provides a
framework for scholarly writing and citation. While CMOS covers a broad range of disciplines, its
application in political science demands specific attention to the types of sources commonly used, such as
academic journals, government reports, policy papers, and international relations documents. Political
scientists rely on clear, accurate citations to support their arguments, attribute ideas, and allow for
verification of information. Adhering to Chicago style, whether through the notes-bibliography or author-
date system, demonstrates a commitment to academic rigor.

The flexibility of Chicago style is a significant advantage. It offers two distinct citation systems, allowing
authors to choose the one that best suits their field or publisher's requirements. For political science, both
systems are prevalent, with the notes-bibliography system often favored in history-heavy or humanistic
subfields, and the author-date system gaining traction in more empirical and social science-oriented areas of
political science research. Regardless of the chosen system, the core principles of providing complete and
accurate bibliographic information remain paramount.

The Two Systems: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two primary systems for citation, each with its own structure and
application. The choice between these systems is often dictated by the specific requirements of a journal,
publisher, or academic department. For political science research, understanding both is crucial for
adaptability.

The Notes-Bibliography System
This system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. Each note corresponds to a
number placed after the cited material. The first time a source is cited, a full note is provided, including all
necessary bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, typically
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. A bibliography, listing all cited
sources alphabetically by author's last name, is included at the end of the work. This system is particularly
useful for historical research or when extensive quotation and reference to specific passages are required,
common in qualitative political science studies.

The Author-Date System
In contrast, the author-date system places parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically
consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by a page number if applicable. For



example, (Smith 2020, 45). This system is generally considered more streamlined for empirical research and
fields where brief in-text references suffice. A reference list, which includes all sources cited in the text, is
provided at the end of the paper, alphabetized by author's last name. This method is often preferred in
quantitative political science, comparative politics, and areas focused on empirical data and analysis.

Key Principles of Chicago Style Citation in Political Science

Regardless of which Chicago style system you employ, certain fundamental principles underpin effective
citation practices in political science. These principles ensure clarity, consistency, and scholarly integrity in
your work.

Accuracy: All bibliographic information must be precise, including author names, titles, publication
dates, page numbers, and URLs. Inaccurate citations can lead to confusion and undermine the
credibility of your research.

Completeness: Ensure that all necessary components for identifying a source are present. This means
providing full titles, publication details, and access information where applicable.

Consistency: Once you choose a citation system (notes-bibliography or author-date), apply it
consistently throughout your entire paper. Inconsistent formatting is a common pitfall and can
detract from the professionalism of your work.

Attribution: Properly attribute all ideas, data, and direct quotations to their original sources. Failure to
do so constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense.

Clarity: Citations should be easy for your readers to understand and use to locate the original sources.
This involves clear formatting and adherence to established conventions.

These principles are the bedrock of good scholarly practice and are especially critical in political science,
where arguments often rely on extensive evidence from diverse sources.

Citing Books in Political Science Chicago Style

Books are a staple in political science research, and citing them correctly is fundamental. The specific format
will vary slightly between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems.



Books in Notes-Bibliography System
For the first note of a book, the format generally includes the author's full name, the title of the book
(italicized), publication information (city: publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being cited. A
subsequent note for the same source would be abbreviated, often including just the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

Example of a full note:

1. John Smith, Theories of International Relations (New York: Oxford University Press, 2021), 112.

Example of a subsequent note:

2. Smith, Theories of International Relations, 115.

In the bibliography, the format is similar but without the page number for the specific citation and with
the author's last name preceding their first name.

Smith, John. Theories of International Relations. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021.

Books in Author-Date System
In the author-date system, the in-text citation is brief, usually just the author's last name, year of
publication, and page number. The reference list entry requires the author's last name first, followed by
the title, publication information, and year.

Example of an in-text citation:

(Smith 2021, 112)

Example of a reference list entry:

Smith, John. 2021. Theories of International Relations. New York: Oxford University Press.

Edited Books and Chapters
Citing a chapter within an edited book requires including the chapter author, chapter title, the editor(s) of
the book, the book title, and publication details. The process is similar for both citation systems, with
adjustments for note formatting versus reference list or bibliography formatting.

Citing Journal Articles in Political Science Chicago Style

Academic journal articles are crucial sources in political science. Proper citation ensures that readers can
locate these often peer-reviewed articles.



Journal Articles in Notes-Bibliography System
For a full note, include the author's full name, article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized),
volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page numbers of the article. If citing a specific passage,
include the page number(s).

Example of a full note:

3. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Democratic Norms," Political Science Review 15, no. 2 (2022): 234.

Example of a subsequent note:

4. Doe, "Evolution of Democratic Norms," 237.

The bibliography entry omits the specific page number citation and lists the author's last name first.

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Democratic Norms." Political Science Review 15, no. 2 (2022): 234–50.

Journal Articles in Author-Date System
The in-text citation includes the author's last name, year, and page number. The reference list entry
follows a similar structure to the bibliography entry but places the year immediately after the author's
name.

Example of an in-text citation:

(Doe 2022, 234)

Example of a reference list entry:

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Evolution of Democratic Norms." Political Science Review 15, no. 2: 234–50.

Citing Online Sources and Websites in Political Science Chicago
Style

The proliferation of online resources necessitates careful citation of websites, reports, and articles found
online. Political science research often draws from think tank reports, government websites, and online
journals.

Online Sources in Notes-Bibliography System
When citing online material, include as much information as available, such as author, title, website name,
publication date, and a stable URL. If no publication date is available, use "n.d." for no date. Crucially, include
the date you accessed the material, as online content can change.

Example of a note for a webpage:



5. "Global Polling Data." Pew Research Center. Last modified October 26, 2023. Accessed November 15,
2023. https://www.pewresearch.org/global-polling.

The bibliography entry will mirror the note but omit the specific access date unless the source is highly
ephemeral.

"Global Polling Data." Pew Research Center. Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://www.pewresearch.org/global-polling.

Online Sources in Author-Date System
In-text citations are similar to other sources, with author and year. The reference list entry will include
author, title, website name, and URL, with the date of access if necessary.

Example of an in-text citation:

(Pew Research Center 2023)

Example of a reference list entry:

Pew Research Center. 2023. "Global Polling Data." Last modified October 26, 2023. Accessed November 15,
2023. https://www.pewresearch.org/global-polling.

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government documents, legislative records, and policy reports are vital to political science. Chicago style
offers specific guidance for these unique sources.

Government Documents in Notes-Bibliography System
The citation for government documents often includes the issuing agency, the title of the document,
publication details, and a Congress or session number if applicable. For reports, it's essential to identify the
specific government body that produced it.

Example of a note for a report:

6. United States, Congressional Budget Office, The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2023, 117th Cong., 2nd
sess., 2023, 45.

The bibliography entry omits the specific page number.

United States, Congressional Budget Office. The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2023. 117th Cong., 2nd sess.,
2023.



Government Documents in Author-Date System
In the author-date system, the issuing agency often serves as the author. The in-text citation would include
the agency and year, and the reference list would detail the document. This can become complex with
multiple agencies or complex report structures.

Example of an in-text citation:

(Congressional Budget Office 2023, 45)

Example of a reference list entry:

Congressional Budget Office. 2023. The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2023. 117th Cong., 2nd sess.

Other Common Source Types in Political Science

Political science research frequently involves a diverse range of sources beyond books and articles,
including newspaper articles, dissertations, conference papers, and interviews. Each requires specific
citation formatting.

Newspaper Articles: Include author (if known), article title, newspaper title (italicized), date of
publication, and page number(s) or URL.

Dissertations and Theses: Cite author, dissertation title (italicized), degree obtained, university, and
year of completion, along with access information if available online.

Conference Papers: Include author, paper title, name of the conference, location, and date, plus any
publication or online access details.

Interviews: For unpublished interviews, cite the interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g.,
"personal interview"), and the date it was conducted.

It is always advisable to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most precise
formatting for less common source types.

Common Citation Errors to Avoid

Even with careful attention, certain citation errors are frequently made by scholars. Identifying and
avoiding these can significantly improve the quality and professionalism of your political science papers.



One of the most common errors is inconsistency in formatting. This can manifest as mixing elements of the
notes-bibliography and author-date systems, or varying the style of punctuation or capitalization within the
same document. Another frequent mistake is incomplete source information. This might involve omitting
page numbers for direct quotes, neglecting to include the publication year, or failing to provide a URL for
online sources. Incorrectly abbreviating journal titles or book titles can also cause confusion. Furthermore,
misplacing citation numbers or parenthetical citations within the text can lead to ambiguity about what
material is being attributed to which source.

Another significant pitfall is the incorrect formatting of specific source types, such as government
documents or online articles, which often have unique requirements. Forgetting to include access dates for
online sources is also a common oversight, as this information is crucial for locating the material. Finally, not
consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is a disservice to one's own work, as updates
are periodically released to address new forms of media and to clarify existing guidelines.

The Importance of Consistency in Political Science Chicago Style

Consistency in citing political science Chicago style is not merely a matter of following rules; it is
fundamental to the clarity, credibility, and professionalism of your academic work. When every citation
adheres to the chosen system—whether notes-bibliography or author-date—readers can navigate your
sources with ease. This predictability builds trust in your research and demonstrates meticulous attention to
detail, a hallmark of scholarly excellence.

Inconsistent formatting can distract readers, raise questions about the rigor of your research, and even
suggest a lack of understanding of academic conventions. It can obscure the origin of ideas, making it
difficult for others to follow your intellectual trail or verify your claims. Therefore, dedicating time to
ensure every element of your citations—from punctuation and capitalization to the order of information—is
uniform throughout your paper is an investment that significantly enhances the overall impact and
reception of your political science research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography
and author-date systems in Chicago style for political science?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations (author, year, page) and a reference list at the end.



Q: How do I cite a government report published online in Chicago
style?
A: You would typically cite the issuing agency as the author, the title of the report, publication
details, and the URL. For the notes-bibliography system, include the date accessed; for the author-
date system, include the year and URL.

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviations for frequently cited sources in
political science Chicago style?
A: Yes, in the notes-bibliography system, subsequent notes can be shortened to include the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number after the first full citation.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter in an edited book using
Chicago style for political science?
A: You'll need to cite the chapter author, chapter title, editor(s) of the book, the book title, publication
details, and relevant page numbers for the specific chapter.

Q: When citing online sources in political science Chicago style, what
is the importance of the access date?
A: The access date is crucial for online sources because web content can change or disappear. It helps
readers locate the specific version of the source you consulted.

Q: Should I italicize the titles of journal articles or books in political
science Chicago style?
A: Book titles are italicized, while article titles within journals are enclosed in quotation marks.
Journal titles themselves are also italicized.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a political science Chicago
style citation?
A: For two authors, list both names. For three or more authors, list the first author followed by "et
al." (or equivalent in the bibliography/reference list).



Q: Can I use an online citation generator for my political science
Chicago style paper?
A: While generators can be helpful starting points, it is essential to always review and manually
verify their output against The Chicago Manual of Style to ensure accuracy and adherence to specific
guidelines.

Citing Political Science Chicago Style

Citing Political Science Chicago Style

Related Articles
chronic disease surveillance and trends us
christianity's early economic impact us
chronic disease epidemiology us public health

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-037/citing-political-science-chicago-style.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-037/chronic-disease-surveillance-and-trends-us.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-037/christianitys-early-economic-impact-us.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-037/chronic-disease-epidemiology-us-public-health.pdf
https://www.chem.study

