
citing patents chicago style
citing patents chicago style can be a nuanced task, requiring careful attention to detail to ensure
accuracy and adherence to established scholarly conventions. Whether you are a student,
researcher, or legal professional, understanding how to properly format patent citations within a
Chicago-style paper is crucial for academic integrity and clarity. This comprehensive guide will walk
you through the essential components of citing patents, covering both footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography. We will explore the specific elements required for citing various types of patent
documents, including US patents, and discuss common pitfalls to avoid. Mastering these citation
practices will significantly enhance the credibility of your work.
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Understanding Patent Citation Basics

When embarking on academic or professional writing that involves the citation of patents, it's
imperative to grasp the foundational principles governing such citations. The Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for documenting a wide array of sources, and patents are
no exception. Proper citation not only gives credit to the inventor and the issuing authority but also
allows your readers to locate the original source material efficiently. In academic contexts, precision
in citing intellectual property, such as patents, is paramount for maintaining scholarly rigor and
avoiding plagiarism.

The primary goal of any citation system is to provide unambiguous identification of the source. For
patents, this means clearly indicating who invented the technology, what the invention is, where and
when it was patented, and the specific patent number. Chicago style, known for its flexibility with its
note-and-bibliography system, requires specific formatting for these details to ensure consistency
across different types of written work, from research papers to dissertations.

Essential Elements for Citing Patents Chicago Style

To correctly cite a patent in Chicago style, several key pieces of information must be included. These
elements ensure that the patent is uniquely identifiable and retrievable by your readers. Neglecting
any of these components can lead to an incomplete or misleading citation, hindering your audience's
ability to verify your information. The following are the core components that typically form a patent
citation:



Inventor(s)
The name of the inventor or inventors is a critical part of a patent citation. It directly attributes the
innovation to the individual or individuals responsible for its creation. In Chicago style, you will
typically list the full name of the inventor as it appears on the patent document. If there are multiple
inventors, they are usually listed in the order they appear on the patent.

Patent Title
The official title of the patent describes the subject matter of the invention. This title provides a
concise overview and helps distinguish one patent from another, especially if they relate to similar
technological fields. It is important to transcribe the title accurately as it is printed on the patent.

Patent Number
The patent number is the unique identifier assigned by the patent office. This number is essential for
locating the specific patent document. Different types of patents have different numbering
conventions (e.g., utility patents, design patents, plant patents), and it's important to include the
correct designation.

Issuing Authority and Date
Identifying the patent office that granted the patent is crucial. For US patents, this is the United
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). The date of issuance is also a critical piece of
information, indicating when the patent rights officially became effective.

Application Number and Filing Date (Optional but
Recommended)
While not always mandatory for a basic citation, including the patent application number and its
filing date can provide additional context and aid in tracing the patent's development history. This
information is particularly useful for researchers examining the patenting process.

Citing US Patents in Footnotes/Endnotes

When citing a US patent within the body of your text using Chicago style's note system (footnotes or
endnotes), the format requires a specific arrangement of the essential elements. The goal here is to
provide immediate context and a direct reference point for the information drawn from the patent.
The structure generally follows a pattern that prioritizes the inventor and the patent's identity.

A typical footnote or endnote citation for a US patent includes the inventor's name, the patent title,
the patent number, and the issue date. For instance, a footnote might look something like this: John



Smith, "Improved Widget Assembly," U.S. Patent 12,345,678, issued November 15, 2023.

It's important to note the use of periods to separate distinct pieces of information and the
abbreviation "U.S. Patent" followed by the number. The issue date is usually presented in a month-
day-year format. If the patent has a series of patent numbers associated with it, such as divisionals
or continuations, you would typically cite the specific number relevant to your discussion, along with
its respective issue date.

For patents with multiple inventors, list them all in the order they appear on the patent. The
presentation of the title might vary slightly depending on whether it's enclosed in quotation marks or
italicized, but Chicago style generally favors quotation marks for titles of standalone works or
specific documents like patents.

Citing US Patents in the Bibliography

The bibliography entry for a patent in Chicago style serves to provide a comprehensive list of all
sources consulted. While it contains similar information to the footnote, the order and punctuation
may differ. The bibliography is typically alphabetized by the inventor's last name. This allows for
easy retrieval of patent sources when readers consult your reference list.

A standard bibliography entry for a US patent generally begins with the inventor's last name,
followed by their first name. Then comes the patent title, followed by the patent number and the
issue date. For example: Smith, John. "Improved Widget Assembly." U.S. Patent 12,345,678. Issued
November 15, 2023.

The structure emphasizes the inventor as the primary entry point for alphabetization. The use of
periods separates the main components. The term "Issued" is explicitly used before the date to
clarify its significance. If you are citing multiple patents by the same inventor, subsequent entries by
that inventor can be represented by a long dash (an em dash in Chicago style) in place of the
inventor's name.

Inventor's Last Name, First Name. "Patent Title." U.S. Patent [Patent Number]. Issued [Month
Day, Year].

Inventor's Last Name, First Name. "Another Patent Title." U.S. Patent [Patent Number]. Issued
[Month Day, Year].

Variations and Special Cases in Patent Citations

While the core principles for citing patents in Chicago style remain consistent, there are variations
and special cases that require specific attention. These situations arise due to different types of
patent documents, the inclusion of additional identifying information, or when citing patents from



jurisdictions other than the United States. Understanding these nuances ensures accurate and
complete citations.

Foreign Patents
When citing patents granted by foreign patent offices, you should include the name of the issuing
authority and the country. The patent number format and the date of issuance will follow the
conventions of that specific country. For example, a patent from the European Patent Office might
be cited differently than a patent from the Japan Patent Office. Always aim to provide as much
identifying information as possible, clearly indicating the jurisdiction.

Provisional Applications and Published Applications
Provisional patent applications and published patent applications (which are not yet granted
patents) have distinct citation requirements. For published applications, you would typically cite the
publication number and the publication date. These documents are often referred to as "patent
applications" rather than "patents" because they have not yet been officially granted. The Chicago
Manual of Style offers guidance on how to best represent these preliminary documents, often
including the application number and filing date alongside the publication details.

Patents with Numerous Inventors
If a patent lists a very large number of inventors, Chicago style suggests that you may list the first
few inventors followed by "et al." in the bibliography. However, in footnotes or endnotes, it is
generally preferred to list all inventors if space permits and clarity is enhanced by doing so. Always
consult the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for specific guidance on such
situations.

Common Mistakes When Citing Patents Chicago Style

Navigating the complexities of patent citation can lead to errors if not approached with diligence.
Several common mistakes frequently appear in attempts to cite patents according to Chicago style.
Recognizing these pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure the accuracy and professionalism of
your writing. Paying close attention to detail is key to successful patent citation.

Inconsistent Formatting
One of the most prevalent errors is inconsistency in formatting across different citations within the
same document. This can include variations in punctuation, capitalization, or the order of elements.
For example, inconsistently using periods or commas between pieces of information, or altering the
abbreviation for "United States Patent," can detract from the professionalism of your work.



Missing Essential Information
Another frequent oversight is the omission of crucial details, such as the patent number, the issue
date, or the inventor's name. Without these key identifiers, the citation becomes unhelpful, and the
reader cannot locate the referenced patent. Double-checking that all required components are
present is a vital step in the citation process.

Incorrectly Identifying Patent Types
Confusing different types of patents (e.g., utility, design, plant) or misrepresenting provisional
applications as granted patents can also lead to errors. Each type may have slight variations in how
it's referenced, and clarity about what you are citing is important for accuracy. Ensure you
understand the specific designation of the patent you are referencing.

Misplaced Emphasis or Abbreviations
Using incorrect abbreviations or misplacing emphasis (e.g., italics versus quotation marks for titles)
are also common. While Chicago style offers some flexibility, adhering to its established conventions
for patent citations is crucial. Always refer to the style guide for the correct treatment of titles,
abbreviations, and dates.

Failure to Consult the Latest Edition of CMOS
The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated. Relying on outdated information can lead to
citing practices that are no longer considered current. It is always advisable to consult the most
recent edition of the manual for definitive guidance on patent citation, especially when dealing with
complex or unusual cases.

FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial piece of information when citing a
patent in Chicago style?
A: The patent number is arguably the most crucial piece of information when citing a patent in
Chicago style. It serves as the unique identifier that allows anyone to locate the specific patent
document within the vast archives of patent offices. Without the patent number, the citation is
effectively incomplete and unhelpful for retrieval.

Q: How should I format the inventor's name in a Chicago-style
patent citation?
A: In a Chicago-style patent citation, the inventor's name is typically presented in the order they
appear on the patent. In footnotes/endnotes, it's usually the full name (First Name Last Name). In
the bibliography, it's reversed for alphabetization (Last Name, First Name).



Q: Do I need to include the patent title in a Chicago-style
citation?
A: Yes, including the patent title is standard practice and highly recommended for Chicago-style
patent citations. The title provides a brief description of the invention, which helps readers
understand the subject matter and distinguishes it from other patents, even those with similar
numbers or inventors.

Q: What is the difference between citing a patent in a
footnote/endnote versus the bibliography in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the order of elements and punctuation, and the purpose.
Footnotes/endnotes offer immediate inline citation details. The bibliography entry, which is
alphabetized by inventor, provides a more formal and complete reference. In footnotes, it's often
First Name Last Name, "Title," U.S. Patent XXX, issued Date. In the bibliography, it's Last Name,
First Name. "Title." U.S. Patent XXX. Issued Date.

Q: How do I cite a patent with multiple inventors using
Chicago style?
A: When citing a patent with multiple inventors in Chicago style, list all the inventors as they appear
on the patent in the footnote or endnote. In the bibliography, you will alphabetize the entry by the
last name of the first listed inventor. For very lengthy lists of inventors in the bibliography, it is
permissible to use "et al." after the first few names, as per Chicago Manual of Style guidelines.

Q: Should I use quotation marks or italics for the patent title
in Chicago style?
A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, patent titles are typically enclosed in quotation marks.
This convention helps to distinguish the title of a specific patent document from other types of works
that might be italicized, such as books or journals.

Q: What information should I include when citing a foreign
patent in Chicago style?
A: When citing a foreign patent in Chicago style, you should include the name of the inventor(s), the
patent title, the patent number, the date of issuance, and crucially, the name of the issuing patent
office and the country. The exact format may vary slightly based on the conventions of that specific
country's patent office.

Q: How do I cite a published patent application that has not



yet been granted?
A: For a published patent application, you would typically cite the publication number and the
publication date, along with the inventor(s) and the title. It's important to indicate that it is a
published application rather than a granted patent. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific
guidance for these types of documents, which differ from granted patents.
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