
citing law reviews chicago style
Mastering Citing Law Reviews Chicago Style: A Comprehensive Guide

Citing law reviews Chicago style, particularly within the rigorous academic and professional
landscape of legal scholarship, demands precision, consistency, and adherence to established
conventions. This guide delves into the intricacies of properly referencing legal periodicals using the
Chicago Manual of Style, focusing on the specific requirements and nuances that distinguish it from
other citation methods. We will explore the fundamental components of a law review citation,
common pitfalls to avoid, and the specific formatting rules for various scenarios, ensuring you can
confidently integrate these vital sources into your work. Understanding these principles is
paramount for maintaining academic integrity, allowing readers to easily locate and verify your
research.
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Understanding the Basics of Law Review Citations

The foundation of any credible legal argument or scholarly research lies in its ability to be
substantiated by authoritative sources. Law reviews, published by legal academic institutions,
represent a significant body of scholarly work, offering in-depth analysis of complex legal issues.
Properly citing these articles is not merely an academic formality; it is crucial for demonstrating
thorough research, acknowledging intellectual contributions, and enabling your audience to trace
your sources. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), often supplemented by specialized legal citation
guides like The Bluebook, provides a framework for this, with specific adaptations for legal
materials.

When discussing legal scholarship, law review articles are distinct from statutes, cases, or secondary
sources like treatises. They are characterized by their academic depth, extensive footnotes, and
often, their focus on developing new legal theories or critiquing existing ones. Therefore, the citation
method must reflect this unique nature, providing enough information for retrieval while adhering to
the stylistic preferences of the Chicago system.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Law Review
Citation



A complete and accurate citation for a law review article in Chicago style typically comprises several
essential elements. Each component serves a specific purpose in guiding the reader to the original
source. Neglecting any one of these can render the citation incomplete and potentially lead to
misidentification or the inability to locate the article.

Author’s Full Name
The citation begins with the full name of the author(s) as it appears on the published article. For
Chicago style, this generally means the first name, followed by the last name. If there are multiple
authors, they are listed in the order they appear in the publication. Consistency in name formatting
is key.

Title of the Article
The title of the law review article is usually enclosed in quotation marks. This distinguishes the
article’s title from the title of the journal itself. The capitalization of the title should follow standard
Chicago style rules for titles, typically capitalizing major words and the first and last words.

Volume Number of the Law Review
The volume number of the law review is a crucial identifier, especially for older publications that
may have fewer issues per year. It is presented numerically and typically precedes the journal's title.
This number helps to uniquely identify the specific volume containing the article.

Name of the Law Review
The full, unabbreviated name of the law review is provided. Unlike some other citation styles or
legal-specific guides, Chicago style generally prefers the full journal title. It is often italicized to set
it apart. For example, "Harvard Law Review" would be used, not "Harv. L. Rev."

Page Number(s)
This element is critical for direct citation. It includes the starting page number of the article and, if
referring to a specific point, the pinpoint page number. These are presented numerically. For
example, a citation might include "at 789" to indicate the article begins on page 789, and "792" for a
specific quote or point made on that page.

Year of Publication
The year the law review issue was published is essential for dating the scholarship. It is typically
presented in parentheses at the end of the citation, often following the page numbers or other
identifying information. This helps readers understand the temporal context of the legal arguments
presented.



Formatting Rules for Citing Law Reviews in Chicago
Style

Adhering to the specific formatting rules for Chicago style law review citations ensures uniformity
and professionalism in your writing. These rules govern punctuation, capitalization, and the order of
elements, all of which are critical for clarity and accuracy.

Punctuation and Spacing
Commas are used to separate different components of the citation, such as the author's name from
the article title, and the article title from the journal information. A period typically concludes the
citation. Spaces are used between words and numbers within each component. For instance, after
the author’s name, a comma followed by a space precedes the article title.

Capitalization Conventions
The Chicago Manual of Style employs specific capitalization rules for titles. Major words in article
titles are capitalized, while minor words like articles (a, an, the), prepositions (of, in, on), and
conjunctions (and, but, or) are generally lowercased, unless they are the first or last word of the title
or part of a proper noun. Journal titles also follow standard capitalization rules, with all significant
words capitalized.

Placement of Information
The standard order for a Chicago style law review citation is as follows: Author's Full Name, "Title of
Article," Volume Number Name of Law Review Starting Page, Pinpoint Page (Year of Publication).

Notes vs. Bibliography
It is important to distinguish between footnote/endnote citations and bibliography entries in Chicago
style. Footnotes and endnotes are typically more detailed and may include additional information
such as the exact pinpoint page for a quote. Bibliography entries are often slightly more concise and
are listed alphabetically by author. For law review articles, the core information remains consistent,
but the presentation can vary.

Common Scenarios and Advanced Techniques

While the basic structure of a law review citation is straightforward, several common scenarios and
advanced techniques require careful attention to ensure accuracy and compliance with Chicago
style.



Multiple Authors
When an article has two authors, both names are included, separated by "and." For three or more
authors, the convention is to list the first author's full name, followed by "and others" or "et al." The
specific preference might be dictated by the context or a particular sub-style guide, but "and others"
is generally acceptable in many academic Chicago style applications.

Articles Without Page Numbers or Issue Numbers
In rare cases, a law review article might be published online without traditional pagination or issue
numbers. In such instances, you would cite the volume and journal name, and if available, a specific
article identifier or URL. The year of publication remains critical. Consult the most recent edition of
the Chicago Manual of Style for the most current guidance on citing digital-only or differently
formatted publications.

Unpublished or Student-Authored Articles
Citing student-authored notes or comments within a law review requires a slight modification. You
would typically indicate this in the author attribution, perhaps by including "Student Note" or
"Comment" after the author's name or indicating it in the title. Unpublished manuscripts are cited
with information about their availability and format.

Prior or Subsequent Publications
If an article is a revised version of a prior publication (e.g., a speech or a prior article), or if it has
been subsequently republished or adapted, this information may be included parenthetically or in a
note. This adds context and allows for deeper verification of the source material and its evolution.

Avoiding Common Errors in Law Review Citations

Even experienced writers can fall prey to common errors when citing law reviews. Awareness of
these pitfalls can significantly improve the accuracy and credibility of your work.

Incorrect Punctuation
One of the most frequent errors involves the misplacement or omission of commas and periods, or
incorrect use of quotation marks and italics. For example, forgetting the comma after the author's
name or the period at the end of the citation disrupts the expected flow and format.

Inconsistent Capitalization
Failing to adhere to Chicago's title capitalization rules—either capitalizing too much or too little—is



another common issue. Ensuring that minor words in titles are lowercased unless they begin or end
the title is a key aspect of correct formatting.

Inaccurate Volume and Page Numbers
Typos in volume numbers or page references are critical errors that can make the source impossible
to find. Always double-check these numerical details against the original publication.

Abbreviating Journal Titles Incorrectly
While The Bluebook uses extensive abbreviations for legal journals, Chicago style generally prefers
the full name. Using abbreviations where the full name is expected, or vice versa, is a deviation from
the standard.

Confusing Citation Styles
The legal field often involves multiple citation systems. It's vital to distinguish between Chicago
style, The Bluebook, and other styles, as rules for journal titles, author names, and punctuation can
differ significantly.

The Importance of Consistency in Legal Citation

The overarching principle in legal citation, regardless of the style guide used, is consistency. Within
a single document, every law review citation should follow the same format. Inconsistency can
confuse readers and detract from the professionalism of your writing. Whether you are working on a
legal brief, a scholarly article, or a thesis, establishing a clear and consistent citation practice from
the outset is paramount.

This dedication to consistency not only aids your reader but also reflects a meticulous approach to
research and scholarship. When all citations are uniform, the reader can focus on the content of your
argument without being distracted by formatting variations. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a
robust framework for achieving this consistency when citing law reviews, ensuring your work meets
the highest standards of academic and professional integrity.

---

Q: What is the main difference between citing law reviews in
Chicago style and The Bluebook?
A: The primary difference lies in abbreviation practices and the general preference for full titles. The
Bluebook heavily relies on abbreviations for law review titles and often uses shortened forms for
author names in certain contexts. Chicago style, in contrast, generally prefers the full,
unabbreviated name of the law review and typically uses the author's full name as it appears on the



publication. Chicago style also has a different approach to footnote versus bibliography formatting.

Q: How do I cite a law review article with more than three
authors in Chicago style?
A: For law review articles with three or more authors in Chicago style, the convention is to list the
first author's full name, followed by "and others" or "et al." You would then proceed with the rest of
the citation elements for the article. This approach keeps the citation concise while acknowledging
all contributors.

Q: Should I italicize the title of the law review journal in
Chicago style?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, the title of the law review journal itself is typically italicized. This is distinct
from the article title, which is placed in quotation marks. For example, you would cite "The Journal
of Legal Studies" with the journal title italicized.

Q: What is a "pinpoint citation" in the context of Chicago style
law review citations?
A: A pinpoint citation refers to the specific page number within a source where a particular quote,
idea, or piece of information can be found. When citing a law review article in Chicago style,
especially in a footnote or endnote, you would include the starting page number of the article
followed by a comma and then the specific page number you are referencing (e.g., at 789, 792).

Q: How do I cite a student-authored note or comment from a
law review in Chicago style?
A: When citing a student-authored piece, you typically include the author's name as usual, followed
by the title of the note or comment in quotation marks. You might also specify that it is a student
note or comment, either after the author's name or within the citation itself, depending on specific
stylistic guidelines. The rest of the citation follows the standard format for law review articles.

Q: Is there a specific rule for capitalization of article titles in
Chicago style law reviews?
A: Yes, Chicago style uses title case for article titles, meaning major words are capitalized. Minor
words such as articles (a, an, the), prepositions (of, in, on, at), and conjunctions (and, but, or) are
generally lowercased unless they are the first or last word of the title or part of a proper noun.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography entry for a law



review article in Chicago style?
A: The bibliography entry serves as an alphabetical list of all sources cited in your work, providing
full bibliographic information for each. While footnotes/endnotes offer immediate citation for specific
points, the bibliography allows readers to quickly find and consult the original sources in their
entirety. The format for bibliography entries may be slightly more concise than for notes.

Q: How do I handle articles published online without
traditional page numbers when citing in Chicago style?
A: For online-only law review articles that lack traditional pagination, you should include the volume
and journal name, and if available, an article identifier or a stable URL. The year of publication
remains essential. Consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most current
guidance on citing digital resources.
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