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Understanding and Applying Chicago Manual of Style for Citing Directors in
Film Research

citing directors in films chicago manual style research is a critical skill
for scholars, students, and anyone undertaking in-depth film analysis.
Properly attributing the creative vision behind a cinematic work lends
credibility to your research and respects the intellectual property of the
filmmakers. This article will guide you through the intricacies of citing
directors according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), covering both
footnote/endnote and author-date systems. We will delve into the essential
elements required for accurate citations, explore common scenarios, and
provide practical advice for ensuring your film references are impeccable.
Understanding these guidelines is paramount for producing professional, well-
researched academic papers and essays on cinema.
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Introduction to Citing Films in Chicago Style

Navigating academic citation styles can be challenging, and film, with its
unique collaborative nature, presents specific hurdles. The Chicago Manual of
Style offers a comprehensive framework for acknowledging the contributions of
film directors. Whether you are referencing a classic Hollywood blockbuster
or an independent art-house production, adhering to CMOS ensures your
research is both accurate and authoritative. This section will lay the
groundwork for understanding why precise director attribution is crucial and
how CMOS addresses it.

Key Components of a Film Citation in CMOS

A complete Chicago Manual of Style citation for a film typically requires
several pieces of information to uniquely identify the work and its creators.
The director is a central figure, but other elements are equally important
for clarity and completeness. Understanding these components is the first
step toward mastering film citations.

The essential elements generally include:

The title of the film, italicized.

The director(s), identified as such.



The production company or companies.

The year of release.

The medium (e.g., film, DVD, streaming service) if relevant to your
research context.

Footnote and Endnote Citations for Directors

The Chicago Manual of Style's footnote and endnote system is widely used in
the humanities, including film studies. Citing a director within this system
requires specific formatting to distinguish their role. The primary goal is
to clearly identify the film and then explicitly name the director.

When citing a film for the first time in a footnote or endnote, the following
structure is generally recommended:

Film Title, directed by Director Name (Production Company, Year).

For subsequent citations of the same film, a shortened form can be used,
typically by referencing the director and title. For instance:

Director Name, Film Title.

It is imperative to italicize the film title and to explicitly state
"directed by" followed by the director's full name. The production company
and year provide further context, ensuring the specific version of the film
is identifiable.

Consider this example for a footnote:

1. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles (RKO Pictures, 1941).

And a subsequent shortened footnote:

7. Welles, Citizen Kane.

This clear, hierarchical approach ensures that readers can easily trace your
sources and understand the specific film you are referencing, with a
particular emphasis on the director's role.

Author-Date Citations for Directors

The author-date system, more common in the social sciences, also has specific
guidelines for citing films. While the core information remains the same, the
arrangement and presentation differ. The author-date system prioritizes the
creator's name in the in-text citation, linking directly to a reference list
entry.

In an author-date system, the director is treated as the author of the work.
The in-text citation typically includes the director's last name and the year



of release.

For example, an in-text citation might look like this:

(Welles 1941)

In the corresponding reference list entry, the director's name would appear
first, followed by the film title, production company, and year.

The reference list entry would typically follow this format:

Director Last Name, First Name. Year. Film Title. Production Company.

An example for the reference list:

Welles, Orson. 1941. Citizen Kane. RKO Pictures.

This system emphasizes the director as the primary creative force, aligning
with the authorial intent prominent in many academic fields that utilize the
author-date method.

Specific Scenarios in Film Citation

Film production is rarely a solitary endeavor. CMOS acknowledges this
complexity and provides guidance for various scenarios that researchers may
encounter when citing directors. Properly handling these situations is key to
academic integrity.

Citing Directors of Documentaries and Short Films

The principles for citing directors of documentaries and short films are
largely consistent with those for feature films. The key is to accurately
identify the director and the work. For documentaries, the director’s role in
shaping the narrative and presentation is particularly significant.

For a documentary, a footnote citation might be:

2. Hoop Dreams, directed by Steve James (Kartemquin Films, 1994).

A short film citation would follow a similar pattern:

3. La Jetée, directed by Chris Marker (Argos Films, 1962).

The production company and year remain crucial for identifying the specific
version of the documentary or short film, especially if different edits or
releases exist.

Addressing Collaborative Directing and Multiple Directors

When a film has multiple directors, CMOS requires that all credited directors
be listed. This acknowledges the shared creative responsibility.

For a footnote citation with co-directors:



4. Fargo, directed by Joel Coen and Ethan Coen (Gramercy Pictures, 1996).

In the author-date system's reference list:

Coen, Joel, and Ethan Coen. 1996. Fargo. Gramercy Pictures.

If a film is famously associated with a director but they did not receive
sole credit, it is still important to cite according to the credited roles.
For instance, if a producer also had significant directorial input but was
not credited as a director, their role might be discussed in the text rather
than included in the formal citation unless they are formally credited.

The Importance of a Bibliography/Reference List

Regardless of whether you use footnotes/endnotes or the author-date system, a
comprehensive bibliography or reference list is a mandatory component of any
Chicago-style research paper. This list serves as a complete inventory of all
sources consulted and cited in your work, providing readers with the full
details to locate these sources themselves.

The bibliography, in particular, offers a chance to provide detailed
information about the films you've referenced. For film citations, it should
include:

The director's name (or names).

The italicized film title.

The production company.

The year of release.

Potentially, the format of access (e.g., DVD, streaming platform) if it
significantly impacts the viewing experience or availability.

Ensuring consistency between your in-text citations (or footnotes/endnotes)
and your bibliography is paramount. Every source mentioned in your notes must
appear in the bibliography, and vice-versa.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Citing Directors

Researchers often stumble over specific details when citing films. Awareness
of these common mistakes can help you produce more accurate citations.

Incorrectly formatting titles: Film titles must always be italicized.

Omitting the director: The director is a key figure and should always be
included when citing a film, especially in film studies research.

Misattributing roles: Ensure you are citing the director and not another
crew member unless their role is specifically relevant to your argument
and credited as such.



Inconsistent formatting: Adhere strictly to either the footnote/endnote
system or the author-date system throughout your entire paper.

Missing publication details: Forgetting the production company or year
can lead to ambiguity, especially for remakes or films with similar
titles.

By paying close attention to these details, you can enhance the
professionalism and credibility of your research.

Conclusion: Mastering Film Citation for Academic Rigor

The ability to cite directors in films using the Chicago Manual of Style is
more than just following rules; it's about respecting the art form and its
creators while presenting your research with clarity and precision. By
understanding the core components, mastering the nuances of both citation
systems, and being aware of common errors, you can confidently incorporate
film sources into your academic work. Accurate citation ensures your
arguments are well-supported and that your readers can follow your
investigative path with ease, ultimately strengthening the impact and
scholarly value of your research.

---

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a director if they are uncredited in a film?
A: If a director is uncredited, you generally would not list them as a
director in your citation. Instead, you would cite the film using the
available credited information, such as the production company and release
year. If the director's uncredited involvement is a key aspect of your
research, you would discuss this in the body of your text and cite other
relevant sources that corroborate their involvement, rather than attempting
to force an uncredited name into the primary film citation.

Q: What is the difference in citing directors in footnotes versus the author-
date system for films?
A: In footnotes and endnotes, the director is typically introduced with
"directed by" after the italicized film title, for example, Film Title,
directed by Director Name (Production Company, Year). In the author-date
system, the director is treated as the author, so the in-text citation is
(Director Last Name Year), and the reference list entry begins with the
director's full name followed by the film title.

Q: Should I include the streaming service or DVD distributor in my film
citation?
A: While the core citation usually includes the original production company
and year, CMOS advises including the medium of access if it is crucial for
locating the source or if your research specifically pertains to a particular
version (e.g., a director's cut available only on a specific DVD release).
For a streaming service, you might include the platform name and access date,
but consult your instructor or editor for specific requirements, as this can
vary.

Q: How do I cite a film where multiple people share directing credit?
A: When a film has multiple credited directors, you should list all of them
in your citation in the order they appear in the credits. For instance, in a
footnote: Film Title, directed by Director A and Director B (Production



Company, Year). In the author-date reference list, you would list them as:
Director A, and Director B. Year. Film Title. Production Company.

Q: What if a film is frequently referred to by a director's name alone, even
if they weren't the sole director?
A: It's crucial to stick to the credited directors in your formal citation.
If a particular director is strongly associated with a film but wasn't the
sole credited director, you can certainly discuss this association and their
contribution in the narrative of your research paper, perhaps referencing
secondary sources that explore this dynamic. However, the direct citation of
the film itself should reflect the official credits.

Q: Is it necessary to include the production company in film citations?
A: Yes, including the production company is generally recommended in Chicago
Manual of Style film citations. It helps to uniquely identify the specific
version of the film, especially in cases of remakes or films with similar
titles released by different studios or at different times. It provides
essential context for the work.

Q: What are the rules for citing a TV series episode directed by someone?
A: For a TV series episode, the citation focuses on the episode title, the
series title, the director, the network or platform, and the original air
date. For footnotes: "Episode Title," directed by Director Name, episode of
Series Title, aired on Network/Platform, Month Day, Year. For author-date,
the format would be similar, treating the episode director as the "author"
for the in-text citation, and the reference list entry would detail the
episode and series information.
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