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The Importance of an MLA Website Citation Guide

cite website mla guide is an essential resource for students, researchers, and writers aiming for

academic integrity and clarity in their work. Proper citation not only acknowledges the sources you

consult but also allows your readers to locate and verify your information, strengthening your

arguments and demonstrating thorough research. This comprehensive guide will break down the

intricacies of citing websites according to the Modern Language Association (MLA) 9th edition

guidelines, covering all the necessary components for accurate and effective in-text citations and

works cited entries. Understanding these principles is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and presenting a

polished, credible academic paper. We will explore the core elements of an MLA website citation,

common variations, and best practices for ensuring your citations are both correct and easy to follow.
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Citation

When you cite a website in MLA format, the primary goal is to provide enough information for your

reader to find the exact source you used. This involves a specific order of elements designed for clarity

and universality. The MLA 9th edition emphasizes accessibility and ease of retrieval, especially as

digital sources can change or disappear over time. Mastering these components is the first step

towards accurate MLA website citation.

The Essential Elements for Your Works Cited Entry

Every MLA website citation in your Works Cited page is constructed from a set of core elements,

although not all may be available for every source. The order and presence of these elements are

critical for a correctly formatted entry. These components work together to paint a complete picture of

the source, allowing readers to follow your research trail.

Author

The author’s name is the starting point for many MLA citations. For websites, this can be an individual

author, a corporate author (like an organization or institution), or sometimes no author is listed. If an

individual author is named, you will cite them last name first, followed by a comma, then their first

name. For example, "Smith, John." If the author is a corporate body, you list the full name of the

organization. When no author is identified, you move directly to the next element in the citation.

Title of Source

This element refers to the specific page or article title you are citing. It should be enclosed in quotation

marks. For instance, if you are citing an article titled "The Future of Renewable Energy," your citation



would include "The Future of Renewable Energy." This distinguishes the specific piece of content from

the larger website it resides on. Consistency in titling is key; ensure you are capturing the exact title as

it appears on the webpage.

Title of Container

The "container" is the larger work that the source belongs to. For websites, this is typically the name of

the website itself. It is italicized. For example, if the article is on the website National Geographic, then

National Geographic would be the title of the container. If the source is part of a larger publication

hosted online, like a journal article or a book chapter, the title of that publication would be the

container.

Other Contributors

This element can include editors, translators, or other individuals or entities who contributed to the

creation of the source, beyond the author. For most website citations, this element might not be

applicable, but it is important to consider if there are named editors or contributors listed on the page.

Version

If the website content has a specific version or edition, such as a software program or a specific

release of a digital resource, you would include that here. For most standard articles or webpages, this

element is not relevant.

Number

This element is typically used for numbered items, like volumes, issues of a journal, or specific editions

of a series. It's rarely applicable for general website content but might be used if you are citing a

specific installment of a serialized online publication.



Publisher

The publisher is the entity responsible for making the website or its content available. This could be

the organization that created the website or a host organization. For instance, if you are citing a

government report found on a government agency's website, the agency itself is often considered the

publisher. If the author and publisher are the same, you omit the publisher.

Publication Date

The date of publication is a crucial piece of information, especially for online sources that can be

updated frequently. MLA uses the day, month, and year format. For example, 15 Oct. 2023. If only a

year is available, you would cite just the year. If no date is provided, you move to the next element.

Location

The location provides a way to find the source. For websites, this can be a URL (Uniform Resource

Locator) or a DOI (Digital Object Identifier). DOIs are preferred when available as they are permanent

links. If a DOI is not available, you provide the URL. MLA 9th edition recommends omitting "http://" or

"https://://" from the URL, starting directly with "www." or the domain name. However, including the full

URL is still acceptable if it aids clarity.

In-Text Citations for Websites: Parenthetical and Narrative

In-text citations are brief references within the body of your paper that direct readers to the full citation

in your Works Cited list. MLA style offers two primary methods: parenthetical and narrative citations.

Both are effective for guiding your reader, and the choice often depends on how you are integrating

the source material into your prose.



Parenthetical Citations

A parenthetical citation typically includes the author’s last name and the page number where the

information can be found. However, for most websites, page numbers are not available. In such cases,

you will use only the author’s last name. For example: (Smith). If the source has no individual author,

you use a shortened version of the title of the source (the article or webpage title) in quotation marks.

For instance: ("Future of Renewable Energy"). If the author is a corporate body, you use the name of

the organization. For example: (National Geographic).

Narrative Citations

A narrative citation integrates the author’s name directly into your sentence. This often makes your

writing flow more smoothly. For example, you might write: "Smith argues that the future of renewable

energy is bright (Future of Renewable Energy)." If you mention the author’s name in the sentence, you

do not need to repeat it in the parenthetical citation. If the author's name is not mentioned in the

sentence, you would use a parenthetical citation as described above. When citing a corporate author,

you can use the organization's name in the sentence: "According to National Geographic,

advancements in solar technology are accelerating."

Citing Specific Types of Online Content

While the core MLA website citation format remains consistent, certain types of online content may

require slight adjustments or additional elements to ensure accuracy and completeness. Understanding

these nuances is vital for comprehensive MLA website citation.

Citing a Web Page or Article

This is the most common scenario. Follow the core elements: Author, "Title of Source," Title of

Container, Publisher, Publication Date, Location (URL or DOI). Ensure you capture all available



information for each element.

Citing a Blog Post

Blog posts are treated similarly to web pages. The author is usually an individual's name or a

username. The "Title of Source" is the title of the blog post. The "Title of Container" is the name of the

blog, italicized. If the blog is hosted on a larger platform (like WordPress or a news site), that platform

might be considered the publisher or part of the container information.

Citing a Social Media Post

Citing social media requires a slightly different approach. Include the author's username (preceded by

"@" if applicable), the content of the post (in quotation marks, often a truncated version if it's long), the

name of the platform (italicized) as the container, the publisher (usually the platform itself), the date of

posting, and the URL.

Citing a Video or Audio Recording

For online videos (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo) or audio recordings (e.g., podcasts), include the creator as

the author, the title of the specific video/episode (in quotation marks), the name of the platform or

series (italicized) as the container, the publisher, the date, and the URL. You may also want to specify

the medium (e.g., "video" or "audio").

Common Challenges and Solutions in MLA Website Citation

Navigating the nuances of MLA website citation can present challenges, particularly when sources lack

standard publication information. Fortunately, MLA guidelines offer flexible solutions to maintain

academic rigor.



No Author Listed

If a webpage or article has no discernible author, begin your citation with the "Title of Source" in

quotation marks. For example: "The Impact of AI on Modern Society." Then proceed with the rest of

the citation elements as usual.

No Publication Date Listed

When a publication date is not available, you can use "n.d." (for "no date") in place of the publication

date. For example: (Smith, n.d.). However, it is always best to search thoroughly for a date, as it is a

valuable piece of information for readers assessing the timeliness of your sources.

Website Name and Publisher are the Same

If the name of the website is identical to the name of the publisher, you omit the publisher information

to avoid redundancy. For example, if citing an article from the New York Times website, and The New

York Times is listed as both the website name and the publisher, you would not repeat it.

Citing a Source from a Database

When you access a website through a subscription database (like JSTOR, Project MUSE, or

EBSCOhost), the citation should reflect this. You will still include the author, title of the article, and title

of the journal (if applicable). The "container" would be the database name (italicized), followed by the

database's publisher (if different from the database name), and the DOI or URL provided by the

database. If no DOI is given, you can provide the database name and the page numbers or accession

number, if available.



The Role of DOI and URLs in MLA Citations

The "location" element in an MLA website citation is crucial for directing your reader to the source.

While URLs have traditionally been used, the emergence of Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) has

provided a more stable and reliable method of locating online content.

Understanding DOIs

A DOI is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to an electronic document. It acts as a permanent link

to the resource, meaning it will not change even if the URL of the page is updated or the website is

reorganized. When a DOI is available for an online source, it should always be used in your MLA

citation. It is typically presented in the form of a URL, starting with "https://doi.org/".

Using URLs in Citations

If a DOI is not available for your online source, you will use the URL. MLA 9th edition recommends

omitting the "http://" or "https://://" from the beginning of the URL. This simplifies the citation and

focuses on the web address itself. For example, instead of "https://www.example.com/article," you

would use "www.example.com/article." However, if omitting the protocol makes the URL unidentifiable

or difficult to access, including it is acceptable. Always aim to provide the most direct and stable link

possible.

Tips for Maintaining Accuracy and Consistency

Achieving accurate and consistent MLA website citations requires attention to detail and a systematic

approach. Implementing these tips can significantly enhance the quality of your citations.



Keep a Running Record: As you research, immediately record the necessary citation information

for each source. This prevents you from having to scramble to find details later, which can lead

to errors.

Utilize Citation Generators Wisely: Citation management tools can be helpful, but always review

their output carefully. They are not infallible and may require manual correction to meet MLA

guidelines precisely.

Consult the Official MLA Handbook: For the most authoritative and up-to-date information, refer

to the latest edition of the MLA Handbook. Online resources are helpful, but the handbook is the

definitive guide.

Practice Regularly: The more you practice citing websites in MLA format, the more familiar you

will become with the requirements and common variations.

Proofread Meticulously: Before submitting your work, proofread your Works Cited list and in-text

citations for any errors in punctuation, capitalization, or formatting.

Frequently Asked Questions About MLA Website Citations

Q: What is the most important element to include when citing a



website in MLA?

A: The most important element is to provide enough information for your reader to locate the exact

source you used. This generally means including the author, title of the specific page/article, title of the

website, publisher, publication date, and a stable URL or DOI.

Q: How do I cite a website when there is no author listed?

A: If there is no author listed, begin your citation with the "Title of Source" (the title of the specific

webpage or article) in quotation marks, followed by the other elements of the citation as they are

available.

Q: Should I include "http://" or "https://://" in my MLA website

citations?

A: MLA 9th edition recommends omitting "http://" or "https://://" from URLs. However, if omitting it

makes the URL difficult to identify or access, it is acceptable to include it.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in MLA citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent link to an online resource. It is preferred over

a URL because it ensures readers can access the source even if the webpage's URL changes.

Q: How do I cite a blog post in MLA format?

A: Cite a blog post similarly to a webpage. Include the author (individual or username), the title of the

post in quotation marks, the name of the blog (italicized) as the container, the publisher (if different),

the publication date, and the URL.



Q: What if the website and its publisher have the same name?

A: If the name of the website is the same as the name of the publisher, you omit the publisher's name

from the citation to avoid redundancy.
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