
cite website mla example
cite website mla example is a fundamental skill for any student or researcher navigating academic
writing. Properly citing online sources ensures academic integrity, avoids plagiarism, and allows
readers to locate the original information. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process of
citing websites according to the Modern Language Association (MLA) 9th edition guidelines. We will
explore the core components of an MLA website citation, provide detailed examples for various online
content types, and discuss common pitfalls to avoid. Mastering these citation practices is crucial for
producing polished, credible research.
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Understanding the Core Components of an MLA
Website Citation

Effectively citing a website in MLA format requires understanding the essential pieces of information
that, when assembled correctly, create a clear and locatable reference. The MLA Handbook
emphasizes providing enough detail for your reader to find the source material easily. These
components work together to give credit to the original author and source, thereby upholding
academic honesty.

The goal of any citation is to guide your audience back to the original source. For online materials,
this means capturing details that uniquely identify the webpage or online document. Without these
specific elements, your citation is incomplete and less useful.

Basic MLA Website Citation Format

The general template for citing a website in MLA 9th edition follows a specific order and includes key
information points. While variations exist depending on the type of online content, understanding this
foundational structure is paramount. The core elements aim to identify the author, title, container
(the website itself), publisher, publication date, and location.



The standard format is designed for clarity and ease of use. It prioritizes the information most critical
for locating the source. This structure ensures consistency across different types of online
publications.

Key Elements of an MLA Website Citation

When constructing an MLA website citation, several key elements are typically included. The order
and presence of these elements can vary slightly based on the specific nature of the online source,
but they form the backbone of a proper citation.

Author's Last Name, First Name. (If an author is clearly identified)

"Title of Source." (This is the specific article, page, or document title, enclosed in quotation
marks.)

Title of Container, (This is the name of the larger website, italicized.)

Other contributors, (Optional, such as editors or translators.)

Version, (If applicable, such as a specific edition.)

Number, (If applicable, such as a volume or issue number for a journal.)

Publisher, (The organization or company that published the website.)

Publication Date, (The date the content was published or last updated.)

Location. (This is typically the URL or DOI, without "http://" or "https://", followed by a period.)

Citation Examples for Different Website Content Types

The complexity of citing websites arises from the vast diversity of online content. MLA provides
specific guidelines to accommodate these differences, ensuring that each type of online source is
cited accurately. This section will break down common scenarios and provide concrete examples.

By examining various examples, you can learn to adapt the general MLA format to the specific
characteristics of the online resources you encounter in your research. This adaptability is key to
successful academic citation.

Citing Articles from Online Journals or Magazines



Online journals and magazines often have structures similar to their print counterparts but are
accessed via a website. The citation should reflect both the specific article and the journal/magazine
website. When citing an article from an online academic journal, the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is
preferred over a URL if available, as it provides a stable link.

For articles found in online periodicals, the structure emphasizes the article's title, the periodical's
title, publication details, and the location information. This allows readers to find the specific article
within the larger publication.

Example (Online Journal Article with DOI):

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal, vol. , no. , Date of Publication,
pp. -. Name of Database or Website, doi:XX.XXXX/YYYY.

Nguyen, Thao P. "Rethinking Digital Pedagogy in the Age of AI." Journal of Digital Learning, vol.
15, no. 2, Spring 2023, pp. 45-62. JSTOR, doi:10.1086/720021.

Example (Online Magazine Article without DOI):

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Magazine, Publisher, Date of
Publication, URL.

Smith, John. "The Future of Renewable Energy." National Geographic, National Geographic
Society, 15 Mar. 2023,
www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/future-of-renewable-energy.

Citing Webpages with Author Information

When a webpage clearly lists an author, this information becomes the starting point of the citation.
This is similar to citing a book chapter or a standalone article. The author's name lends authority and
credibility to the source.

Identifying the author is crucial for giving proper attribution. If multiple authors are listed, follow
specific MLA guidelines for citing them, typically listing the first author followed by "and" and the
second author, or using "et al." for three or more authors.

Example:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Page." Title of Website, Publisher (if different from
website title), Date of Publication or Last Update, URL.

Garcia, Maria. "Understanding Climate Change Impacts." Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.
Government, 20 Feb. 2023, www.epa.gov/climate-change/understanding-impacts.



Citing Webpages Without Author Information

In cases where an author is not explicitly listed on a webpage, the citation begins with the title of the
specific page or article. This is a common occurrence for many informational websites, corporate
pages, or government resources where an individual author is not credited.

When an author is absent, the title of the page or article assumes the primary position, acting as the
identifier for that specific piece of content. The website's title then serves as the container for this
information.

Example:

"Title of Page." Title of Website, Publisher (if different from website title), Date of Publication or
Last Update, URL.

"Symptoms of the Common Cold." Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. Department
of Health & Human Services, 10 Jan. 2023, www.cdc.gov/coldflu/colds/symptoms.html.

Citing Entire Websites

Sometimes, your research may refer to the website as a whole rather than a specific page or article.
In such cases, the citation focuses on the overall website, its publisher, and its creation or last
updated date. This is useful for referencing a general resource or an organization's online presence.

When citing an entire website, you are essentially treating the website as a published work. Ensure
you have the most accurate and relevant publication information available for the site.

Example:

Title of Website. Publisher, Date of Publication or Last Update, URL.

The Official Website of the Smithsonian Institution. Smithsonian Institution, 2023, www.si.edu.

Citing Specific Elements from Websites (e.g., images, videos)

Websites often host a variety of media, such as images, videos, or audio files. Each of these requires
a tailored citation approach within the MLA framework. The goal is to attribute the creator of the
media and identify its source.



For visual or auditory content, details about the creator, title of the work, the website it's hosted on,
and its location are critical. If the media is embedded from another platform (like YouTube), you may
also need to cite the original uploader or creator if distinct from the platform.

Example (Image):

Creator's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Image." Title of Website, Publisher, Date of
Publication, URL.

Adams, Ansel. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Met
Fifth Avenue, 1941, www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/277639.

Example (Video):

Creator's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Video." Title of Website, Publisher, Date of
Publication, URL.

Attenborough, David. "The Blue Planet: Coral Reefs." BBC Earth, BBC, 2001,
www.bbcearth.com/documentaries/the-blue-planet/coral-reefs.

Citing from a Course Website or Learning Management
System

Academic course materials found on platforms like Blackboard, Canvas, or Moodle require careful
citation. These sources are often password-protected and may be considered "unpublished" by MLA
standards, influencing how they are cited.

When citing materials from a course website, you'll typically include the instructor's name, the course
title, the name of the learning management system, the institution, and the date accessed. Since
these are often not publicly accessible, you might note that access is restricted.

Example:

Instructor's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Document/Assignment." Course Title, Name of
Learning Management System, Institution Name, Date Accessed.

Jones, David. "Introduction to Literary Theory Lecture Notes." ENG 201: Modern Literature,
Canvas, University of California, Berkeley, 25 Apr. 2023.



Common Issues and Tips for Citing Websites in MLA

Navigating the nuances of MLA website citations can present challenges. Several common issues
arise, from determining publication dates to handling inconsistent formatting on websites.
Understanding these pitfalls and applying consistent best practices will significantly improve the
accuracy of your citations.

Proactive attention to detail can prevent common errors. Always strive for clarity and completeness in
every citation you create. Being aware of potential problems is the first step to avoiding them.

Finding the Publication Date: Look for copyright dates, "last updated" dates, or the date an
article was published. If no date is available, use "n.d." (no date).

Identifying the Publisher: This is often the organization or company that owns or maintains
the website. If the publisher is the same as the website title, you can omit the publisher.

Handling URLs: Include the full URL but omit the "http://" or "https://". MLA 9th edition no
longer requires "Accessed on [Date]" for most web sources unless the content is likely to
change frequently and the date is crucial for locating it.

In-text Citations: Remember that each entry in your Works Cited page needs a corresponding
in-text citation. For websites, this typically includes the author's last name or the title of the
work if no author is listed.

Consistency is Key: Maintain a consistent style throughout your Works Cited page. Double-
check that all elements are formatted correctly for each entry.

Ensuring Accuracy in Your MLA Website Citations

Accuracy is the bedrock of effective academic citation. When you cite a website in MLA format, every
detail matters, from the author's name to the URL. Taking the time to verify each piece of information
not only enhances the credibility of your work but also demonstrates your commitment to scholarly
integrity.

The process of ensuring accuracy involves a thorough review of your sources and a meticulous
application of MLA guidelines. Treat each citation as a puzzle where every piece must fit perfectly to
form a complete and understandable reference for your reader.

Ultimately, mastering the cite website mla example for various online resources is an ongoing
learning process. By understanding the core principles, practicing with different examples, and paying
close attention to detail, you can confidently and correctly cite all your online sources, strengthening
your academic writing.



FAQ

Q: What is the most crucial element when citing a website in
MLA?
A: The most crucial element is providing enough information for your reader to locate the original
source. This usually involves the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article, the title of
the website (as the container), and its location (URL or DOI).

Q: How do I cite a website if there is no author listed?
A: If no author is listed, begin the citation with the title of the specific page or article in quotation
marks. Then, follow with the title of the website in italics, the publisher (if different from the website
title), the publication date, and the URL.

Q: Do I need to include "Accessed on" with the date for
website citations in MLA 9th edition?
A: MLA 9th edition generally does not require "Accessed on" dates for most web sources, as URLs are
expected to remain stable. However, you may include it if the content is likely to change frequently
and the access date is important for locating the version you consulted.

Q: What is a DOI and when should I use it for a website
citation?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, permanent link for online scholarly articles. You should
use the DOI instead of a URL whenever available, especially for articles from online journals, as it
ensures a more stable and reliable reference.

Q: How do I cite an image found on a website in MLA?
A: To cite an image, provide the creator's name (if known), the title of the image in quotation marks,
the title of the website in italics, the publisher, the publication date, and the URL.

Q: What if the publisher of the website is the same as the
website's title?
A: If the publisher and the title of the website are the same, you can omit the publisher from the
citation to avoid redundancy.



Q: How do I cite a PDF document found online?
A: Treat the PDF as you would any other online document. If it's an article from a journal, cite it as a
journal article. If it's a standalone report or document, cite it by its title and include the URL of the
PDF.

Q: What is the difference between citing a webpage and citing
an entire website in MLA?
A: Citing a webpage focuses on a specific piece of content (an article, a page), while citing an entire
website refers to the website as a whole, treating it as a published work. The former includes a
specific title in quotation marks, while the latter uses the website's main title in italics.
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