cite website mla 9th edition

How to Cite a Website in MLA 9th Edition: A Comprehensive Guide

cite website mla 9th edition is a crucial skill for students and researchers navigating academic
writing. Properly citing online sources ensures academic integrity, allows readers to locate your
sources, and demonstrates your engagement with scholarly discourse. This comprehensive guide will
break down the intricacies of citing websites according to the Modern Language Association's (MLA)
9th edition guidelines. We will cover the core components of a website citation, discuss variations for
different types of online content, and provide practical examples to solidify your understanding.
Mastering these principles will elevate the credibility and clarity of your research papers, essays, and
other academic work.
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Understanding the Core Components of an MLA
Website Citation

The MLA 9th edition emphasizes a flexible approach to citation, focusing on a "container system." This
means you identify the source itself (the "work") and then the larger entity in which it is found (the
"container"). For websites, the core principle remains the same: provide enough information for your
reader to find the exact source you used. This involves identifying key pieces of metadata associated
with the online content.

Think of it as leaving a trail for your reader. Just as you would provide a street address for a physical
location, you provide the necessary digital breadcrumbs for an online resource. The MLA 9th edition



aims to make this process as straightforward as possible, recognizing the ever-evolving nature of
digital information. By understanding the fundamental building blocks of a citation, you can
confidently construct accurate references for a vast array of online materials.

Key Elements for Citing Websites in MLA 9th Edition

The MLA 9th edition provides a core set of elements that should be included in a website citation
whenever they are available. Not all elements will be present for every source, but you should always
look for them and include them in the order specified. This systematic approach ensures that your
citations are both complete and consistently formatted, making them easier for your readers to
follow.

Author and Title of Source

The author is the individual or group responsible for creating the content. This could be a person's
name or the name of an organization. The title of the source refers to the specific article, page, or
document you are referencing. For websites, the author is typically listed last name first, followed by
a comma, then the first name. The title of the source is usually enclosed in quotation marks. If the
author is not clearly identified, you may omit this element and begin with the title.

Title of Container

The "container" is the larger work that holds your source. For websites, the title of the website itself
often serves as the title of the container. This is typically italicized. For example, if you are citing an
article from The New York Times website, "The New York Times" would be the title of the container.

Other Contributors

This element includes individuals or groups who contributed to the creation of the source but are not
the primary author. This could include editors, translators, or illustrators. These are usually preceded
by a descriptive term, such as "edited by" or "translated by."

Version

If the website content has a specific version or edition, such as a particular release of software or a
specific edition of an online reference work, you should include it. This helps differentiate between
various iterations of the same content.



Number

This element applies to items that are part of a numbered series or volume. For website articles, this
is less common but may appear in online journals or periodicals that use volume and issue numbers.

Publisher

The publisher is the entity that produces or distributes the website. This can be a company, an
organization, or an individual. If the author and publisher are the same, you can omit the publisher to
avoid repetition. For example, if a university department publishes its own research on its website,
you would typically list the department as the author and omit the university as the publisher if it's
clear the department is publishing it.

Publication Date

The publication date is crucial for establishing the currency of the information. MLA prefers the day-
month-year format (e.g., 15 Feb. 2023). If only a year is available, use that. If no publication date is
evident, you can use an access date instead.

Location

The location for a website citation is typically the URL (Uniform Resource Locator) of the specific page
you are referencing. While MLA 9th edition no longer requires "Retrieved from" before the URL, it is
still good practice to include the URL. MLA also suggests omitting the "http://" or "https://" from the
URL unless it is necessary for the URL to function.

Citing Specific Types of Website Content

While the core elements remain consistent, variations in website content necessitate slight
adjustments to your citations. Understanding these nuances ensures accuracy and completeness in
your academic work. Different online formats require specific considerations to accurately represent
the source.

Articles from Online Journals and Magazines

When citing articles from online journals or magazines, treat the article as the source and the
journal/magazine title as the container. Include the author, article title in quotation marks,
journal/magazine title in italics, volume and issue numbers if available, the publisher (if different from



the journal title), the publication date, and the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available. The
DOl is often preferred as it is a permanent link.

Web Pages with No Author

If a web page lacks a clearly identifiable author, begin your citation with the title of the source. Follow
this with the title of the container (the website name), publisher, publication date, and location. The
absence of an author does not diminish the importance of citing the work; it simply shifts the starting
point of your citation.

Web Pages with No Date

In cases where a publication date cannot be found, use the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) in place of
the publication date. You should still strive to find an access date if possible, especially for content
that is likely to change frequently. An access date helps indicate when you viewed the information,
acknowledging that online content can be updated or removed.

Websites with Corporate Authors

When an organization or institution is responsible for the content of a website, it is considered a
corporate author. List the name of the organization as the author. For example, "National Aeronautics
and Space Administration." If the organization is also the publisher of the website, omit the publisher
element to avoid redundancy.

Citing Multimedia Content from Websites

Citing multimedia content such as videos, podcasts, or images from websites follows similar principles
but with slight adaptations. Identify the creator of the multimedia content, the title of the content
(often in quotation marks), the title of the website (in italics), the publisher, the date, and the URL. For
videos, you might also note the platform (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo).

When to Cite and When Not To

It is essential to cite any information that is not common knowledge or is not your own original
thought. This includes direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, statistics, and any facts or data that you
obtained from an external source. Failing to cite can lead to accusations of plagiarism, which carries
serious academic consequences. Common knowledge, such as the fact that Paris is the capital of
France, generally does not require citation. When in doubt, it is always safer to cite.



The Importance of Consistent Citation

Consistency in your citation style is paramount. Adhering to the MLA 9th edition guidelines for every
source you include in your bibliography or works cited page ensures a professional and polished
presentation of your research. Inconsistencies can be distracting to your reader and may suggest a
lack of attention to detail. Take the time to double-check each citation against the MLA handbook or
reputable online guides to ensure accuracy.

A consistently formatted works cited page not only reflects well on your academic rigor but also
significantly enhances the readability and usability of your research. It allows your audience to quickly
locate and verify the sources you have consulted, thereby strengthening the credibility of your
arguments. Remember that proper citation is a fundamental aspect of academic integrity and
scholarly communication.

By diligently applying the principles outlined in this guide, you can confidently cite any website in MLA
9th edition. This skill will serve you well throughout your academic journey and beyond, enabling you
to engage with and contribute to the scholarly conversation responsibly and effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions about Citing Websites in
MLA 9th Edition

Q: What is the most important element when citing a website
in MLA 9th edition?

A: The most important elements are to provide enough information for your reader to locate the exact
source and to maintain consistency in your formatting. While all core elements are valuable, the
author, title of source, title of container, and location (URL) are generally the most critical for
identification.

Q: Do | always need to include the publisher when citing a
website?

A: No, you do not always need to include the publisher. If the author and publisher are the same
entity, you omit the publisher to avoid redundancy. Also, if the publisher is not clearly identifiable, you
can omit it.

Q: What is the preferred format for dates in MLA 9th edition
website citations?

A: The preferred format for dates in MLA 9th edition is day-month-year, with the month abbreviated.
For example, 7 May 2024 would be written as 7 May 2024.



Q: Should I include "Accessed on [date]" for website citations?

A: MLA 9th edition no longer requires "Retrieved from" or "Accessed on" before the URL unless you
are citing a source that is likely to change and there is no publication date. However, including an
access date can still be useful for online sources, especially if they are unstable.

Q: What if a website page has no author or no publication
date?

A: If a website page has no author, begin the citation with the title of the source. If there is no
publication date, use "n.d." (no date) in place of the publication date.

Q: How do | cite an article from a newspaper website in MLA
9th edition?

A: Treat the article as the source and the newspaper website as the container. The citation would
generally include the author (if known), the article title (in quotation marks), the newspaper title (in
italics), the publication date, and the URL.

Q: Do | need to include the full URL, including "http://"?

A: MLA 9th edition suggests omitting "http://" or "https://" from the URL unless it is necessary for the
URL to function. This helps to streamline the citation.

Q: What is a DOl and when should | use it?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to identify content and
provide a persistent link to its location on the Internet. If a source has a DOI, it is generally preferred
over a URL because it is more stable.

Q: How do | cite a page from Wikipedia in MLA 9th edition?

A: Cite the specific page as the source. Include the title of the page (in quotation marks), the title of
the website (Wikipedia, in italics), the publisher (Wikimedia Foundation), and the date you accessed
the page. Since Wikipedia is constantly updated, an access date is crucial.
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