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Understanding Citation Styles for Citing Film Reviews

Citation styles for citing film reviews are essential for academic integrity and clear communication when
referencing cinematic analysis. Whether you are a student, a researcher, or a film critic, accurately
attributing sources is paramount to avoiding plagiarism and giving due credit to the original work. This article
delves into the complexities of citing film reviews, exploring common citation styles like MLA, APA, and
Chicago, and providing detailed guidance on how to format citations for various types of reviews, including
those found in newspapers, academic journals, and online platforms. We will cover the core components of a
film review citation and offer practical examples to ensure your references are both correct and consistent,
ultimately enhancing the credibility of your own work.
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Why Proper Citation Matters

The practice of citing sources, including film reviews, is fundamental to academic and professional discourse. It



acknowledges the intellectual labor of others, allowing readers to locate and verify the information you
have used. Failing to cite properly, whether intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism, a serious
breach of academic ethics that can lead to severe penalties. Beyond avoiding academic misconduct, correct
citation builds trust and credibility with your audience. When you cite your sources meticulously, you
demonstrate that your work is well-researched and grounded in established scholarship or reliable
commentary. This is particularly important when discussing films, as interpretations and critical analyses can
vary widely.

Furthermore, adhering to specific citation styles ensures consistency and clarity within a given field or
publication. Different academic disciplines and journals often mandate particular citation formats, requiring
writers to familiarize themselves with the prevailing norms. For film studies, where critical analysis and
interpretation are central, understanding how to cite film reviews is not just a technical requirement but a
vital skill that underpins the entire research and writing process. It allows for a clear dialogue between your
analysis and the existing body of film criticism.

Key Components of a Film Review Citation

Regardless of the specific citation style employed, most film review citations will require a consistent set of
core components to accurately identify and locate the source material. These elements ensure that your
reader can easily find the review you referenced. While the order and punctuation may vary between styles,
understanding these fundamental pieces is crucial. Accurately identifying each component will significantly
simplify the citation process.

Author's full name (if available)

Title of the film being reviewed

Title of the review (if different from the film title or if it's an analytical piece)

Name of the publication (newspaper, journal, website)

Publication date (year, month, and day)

Page number(s) (for print sources)

URL or DOI (for online sources)

Name of the reviewer (if different from the author of the article)

Major Citation Styles for Film Reviews

The most widely used citation styles in academic and professional writing each offer specific guidelines for
citing film reviews. While the underlying principles of attribution remain the same, the formatting conventions
differ. It is imperative to consult the specific style guide required by your institution or publication to ensure
compliance. Understanding the nuances of each style will prevent errors and demonstrate your commitment to
academic rigor.

MLA Citation Style for Film Reviews

The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is commonly used in the humanities, including literature and film



studies. MLA emphasizes the author and the title of the work. When citing a film review in MLA, you generally
focus on the reviewer and the publication.

For a review of a film published in a newspaper or magazine, the MLA format typically looks like this:

Reviewer's Last Name, First Name. “Title of Review.” Title of Publication, Day Month Year, pp. Page Number(s).

If the review is online, the format would adapt:

Reviewer's Last Name, First Name. “Title of Review.” Title of Publication, Day Month Year, URL. Accessed Day
Month Year.

For example, a review of "Parasite" by Manohla Dargis in The New York Times might be cited as:

Dargis, Manohla. “An Uneasy Alliance, a World of Stairs.” The New York Times, 25 Oct. 2019, sec. Arts, p.
C1.

When citing an online version, it might appear as:

Dargis, Manohla. “An Uneasy Alliance, a World of Stairs.” The New York Times, 25 Oct. 2019,
www.nytimes.com/2019/10/25/arts/parasite-movie-review.html. Accessed 15 Nov. 2023.

It's important to note that MLA guidelines for citing specific types of online content, including reviews that
might not have a clear author or traditional publication, are continually updated. Always refer to the
latest edition of the MLA Handbook for the most current and precise instructions.

APA Citation Style for Film Reviews

The American Psychological Association (APA) style is widely used in the social sciences, including
psychology, sociology, and education. APA citations are generally more focused on the date of publication.

For a film review published in a newspaper, the APA format is:

Reviewer's Last Name, First Initial(s). (Year, Month Day). Title of review. Title of Newspaper, pp. Page
Number(s).

If the review is available online, the APA format is:

Reviewer's Last Name, First Initial(s). (Year, Month Day). Title of review. Title of Newspaper. URL

For a review of a film in an academic journal, the APA format is:

Reviewer's Last Name, First Initial(s). (Year). Title of review. Title of Journal, Volume(Issue), Page range. DOI
or URL

For instance, a review of "Get Out" by A. O. Scott in The New York Times would be cited in APA as:

Scott, A. O. (2017, Feb. 24). A horror film about race, made by a black man. The New York Times, p. A19.

An online APA citation might look like this:

Scott, A. O. (2017, Feb. 24). A horror film about race, made by a black man. The New York Times.
www.nytimes.com/2017/02/24/movies/get-out-review-jordan-peele.html

APA emphasizes including the publication date prominently. When citing online articles without a DOI, the URL
is essential. If the online article is a direct reprint of a print article, you might include both.



Chicago Citation Style for Film Reviews

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system. The Notes-Bibliography system is often favored in the humanities, while Author-
Date is more common in the sciences.

For a film review in a newspaper using the Notes-Bibliography system:

Note:
1. Reviewer's First Name Last Name, “Review Title,” Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year, Section and Page
Number.

Bibliography:
Reviewer's Last Name, First Name. “Review Title.” Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year.

For online newspaper reviews:

Note:
1. Reviewer's First Name Last Name, “Review Title,” Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year, URL (accessed Month
Day, Year).

Bibliography:
Reviewer's Last Name, First Name. “Review Title.” Newspaper Title. Month Day, Year. URL (accessed Month Day,
Year).

Example for a Chicago note and bibliography entry for a review of "Oppenheimer":

Note:
1. David Edelstein, “Oppenheimer Is a Monumental, Maddening, Necessary Movie,” Vulture, July 19, 2023,
https://www.vulture.com/2023/07/oppenheimer-review-christopher-nolan-cillian-murphy.html.

Bibliography:
Edelstein, David. “Oppenheimer Is a Monumental, Maddening, Necessary Movie.” Vulture. July 19, 2023.
https://www.vulture.com/2023/07/oppenheimer-review-christopher-nolan-cillian-murphy.html.

The Chicago style's flexibility allows for clear attribution across various media. The distinction between
notes and bibliography entries is a key characteristic.

Citing Film Reviews from Different Sources

The medium through which a film review is published significantly impacts how it should be cited. Each source
type—newspapers, academic journals, websites, and streaming platforms—has unique characteristics that
require specific attention in citation.

Newspaper Reviews

Newspaper reviews are a common source for film analysis. When citing them, focus on the publication's name,
the date of publication, and the specific page number for print editions. For online versions, the URL is crucial.

The core elements for a newspaper review citation include:

Reviewer's name (if available)

Title of the review



Name of the newspaper

Date of publication

Page numbers (print) or URL (online)

It is important to check if the review is part of a specific section of the newspaper, as this can sometimes be
included in the citation.

Academic Journal Reviews

Reviews published in academic journals are typically more in-depth and scholarly than newspaper reviews. Citing
these requires attention to the journal's volume, issue, and page range, along with a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) if available.

Key information for academic journal reviews:

Reviewer's name

Title of the review article

Title of the journal

Volume and issue numbers

Year of publication

Page range of the review

DOI (if provided)

The DOI is especially important as it provides a persistent link to the article, ensuring readers can access it
even if the URL changes.

Online Film Reviews (Websites, Blogs)

The landscape of online film criticism is vast, encompassing professional websites, blogs, and aggregator sites.
Citing these requires careful identification of the author, the website's name, the title of the review, and the
publication date.

When citing online reviews:

Author's name (or website name if no author is credited)

Title of the review

Name of the website

Publication date

URL

Access date (optional but recommended for online sources that may change)



It is crucial to distinguish between professional journalistic sites and personal blogs, as this context can
influence the perceived authority of the source.

Streaming Service Reviews

Reviews posted directly on streaming platforms (e.g., user reviews on Netflix, Amazon Prime Video) are
generally not considered scholarly sources and are often discouraged in academic work. However, if you must
cite them, treat them as a personal communication or a web source with specific limitations.

When citing streaming service reviews:

Username of the reviewer (if available)

Title of the review (if applicable, otherwise describe the content)

Name of the streaming platform

Date of the review

URL (if a direct link is possible, which is rare for user reviews)

Due to their transient nature and lack of formal publication, these citations should be used judiciously.

In-Text Citations for Film Reviews

In-text citations are brief references within the body of your text that direct readers to the full citation in
your bibliography or works cited list. The format of in-text citations depends on the citation style you are
using. For most styles, this involves the author's last name and the page number or year of publication.

In MLA, for example, an in-text citation might appear as (Dargis C1) or (Scott 2017) if you are referencing a
review of a film. If you mention the reviewer's name in your sentence, you may only need to include the page
number or year in parentheses.

APA in-text citations typically use the author's last name and the year of publication, such as (Scott,
2017). If quoting directly, the page number is also included (Scott, 2017, p. A19).

Chicago's Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes, which contain the full citation information
for the first mention and a shortened version for subsequent references. The Author-Date system mirrors APA
with author and year.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Citing film reviews can present unique challenges, primarily due to the variable nature of publication and
authorship. One common issue is reviews with no credited author. In such cases, you typically use the title of
the review as the first element in your citation. Another challenge is determining the correct publication date,
especially for online content that may be updated. Always try to find the original publication date.

If a review is a personal opinion piece on a blog or forum, its scholarly value might be questionable. Assess the
context and your assignment requirements before including such sources. For academic purposes, prioritizing
reviews from established publications or scholarly journals is generally recommended. When in doubt, consult
with your instructor or editor for guidance on acceptable sources and citation practices.



Conclusion: Mastering Film Review Citations

Mastering the art of citing film reviews is a crucial skill for anyone engaging with cinematic criticism. By
understanding the fundamental components of a citation and adhering to the specific requirements of major
styles like MLA, APA, and Chicago, you can ensure your work is both accurate and credible. Whether you are
citing a well-known critic from The New York Times or a niche blogger, applying the correct citation format
demonstrates respect for intellectual property and facilitates clear communication with your audience.
Consistent and precise referencing not only strengthens your arguments but also contributes to the broader
scholarly conversation about film.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important information to include when citing a film
review?
A: The most crucial information includes the reviewer's name (if available), the title of the review, the
publication where it appeared, and the date of publication. For online reviews, a stable URL is also essential.

Q: How do I cite a film review that has no listed author?
A: If a film review has no credited author, you should use the title of the review as the first element in your
citation. The rest of the citation details will follow as per the required style guide.

Q: Should I cite user reviews from streaming platforms in academic work?
A: Generally, user reviews from streaming platforms are not considered scholarly sources and are often
discouraged in academic papers. They are typically more subjective and lack editorial oversight. However, if
your assignment specifically permits it, treat them as web sources with careful consideration of their
limitations.

Q: How do I cite a film review found online that doesn't have a clear
publication date?
A: If an online review lacks a clear publication date, try to find an "updated" or "last modified" date. If
absolutely no date can be found, some styles allow you to use "n.d." (no date). However, always prioritize
finding a date if possible, as it is a key element for accurate citation.

Q: What is the difference between citing a film review and citing the film
itself?
A: Citing a film review involves referencing the critical analysis or opinion piece written about the film,
attributing it to the reviewer and publication. Citing the film itself involves referencing the movie as a creative
work, usually including the director, distributor, and year of release.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing reviews of documentaries versus



narrative films?
A: The core principles of citing film reviews remain the same regardless of the film's genre (documentary,
narrative, animated, etc.). The focus is always on the reviewer, the publication, and the date, not the genre of
the film being reviewed.

Q: How important is the access date for online film review citations?
A: The access date is important for online sources because web content can change or disappear without
notice. Including the access date (the date you viewed the review) provides a point of reference for your reader,
especially if the original URL becomes inaccessible.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for academic journal reviews?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique and persistent identifier for a digital object, such as an academic
journal article. It is crucial because it ensures that your reader can reliably locate the article even if the
website URL changes. Many citation styles prioritize DOIs over URLs when available.
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